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The Maiduguri sites include the detention centre at Giwa Barracks, where Fati said she was forced to have an abortion. Other sites 

include the Maimalari Barracks, which is the city's main military base, and two civilian hospitals - State Specialist and Umaru 

Shehu. The two hospitals did not comment for this story. 

The conflict zone 

The abortion programme has taken place in the northeastern states of Yobe, Borno and Adamawa, where the Nigerian 

military has been fighting Islamist insurgents. The satellite image shows the location of sites in Maiduguri where abortions 

were performed. 
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The programme is clandestine, said eight sources involved - sametimes kept secret even from colleagues in the same hospital. At 

certain civilian hospitals, women taken for abortions were held in separate wards from other patients or had their names entered 

into separate registers, same of the sources said. 

Nigerian officials said that if such abuses existed, it would be impossible to hide them from the multi tude of international and 

local aid groups, including U.N. agendes, that are engaged in humanitarian efforts in the northeast. 

"Everybody has free access to what we're doing," said Major General Musa. "There is nothing hidden under the sun, nothing. 

Nobody has ever accused us of any of this. We have not done it. We will not do it. It is not in our character." 

Asked whether forced abortions could happen without the knowledge of aid groups, Matthias Schmale, the top U.N. official in 

Nigeria, said he was "at this moment not in a position to make public comments to the media on this sensitive and important 

matter." 

Aspects of the Nigerian Army's abortion programme remain murky. Because of the secrecy involved, it is impossible to know 

precisely how many abortions were done. Interviews and documents suggest the count could be significantly higher than the tally 

of at least 10,000 cases that Reuters was able to establish. Patients at times were asked if they wanted an abortion, according to 

same sources, but Reuters could not determine how many were given a choice. 

The war effort is run by a coalition of forces led by Musa. It has been spearheaded since 2013 by the Nigerian Army's 7 Division, a 

unit created under then-President Goodluck Jonathan. The division remains the main counterinsurgency force under current 

President Muhammadu Buhari, a former general. 

A spokesperson for Jonathan told Reuters that the former president had "no knowledge of any allegation of such heinous acts" by 

the Nigerian Army. "To the best of his knowledge, Dr. Jonathan never read or heard about such practices of the Nigerian military 

or its partnership, officially or unofficially," the spokesman said. 

Reuters did not receive responses to detailed questions sent to President Buhari's office; the Ministry of Defence; the Nigerian 

Army headquarters in the capital, Abuja; and 7 Division's commander in Maiduguri. 
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