
ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, 

AND INTERSEX PEOPLE IN CYPRUS COVERING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2020

Cyprus
BIAS-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

Two young trans people were attacked in March in Nicosia by a 

“We demand the drafting of strict legislation concerning 

hate crimes that protects people, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity or sex characteristics.” 

- Accept Cyprus

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

On the occasion of IDAHOBIT, Ombudswoman Maria Stylianou 

Lottides said in May that daily acts of discrimination against 

LGBT people are still a reality in Cyprus. She noted that Cyprus 

has made important progress in the recent years, but that a 

the importance of criminalising anti-LGBT hate speech, ensuring 

access to legal gender recognition, ensuring that school books 

are not discriminatory or hateful, and that same-sex relationships 

gain legal recognition. 

FAMILY 

A trans woman from Brazil was deported in September, despite 

being the spouse of a Cypriot citizen. The deportation is in 

held in isolation, instead of a mainstream facility for migrants. 

The case is currently being legally challenged.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Cyprus Pride was celebrated 

online

this year, as many had to stay home with hostile family members 

online joint Pride

FREEDOM FROM TORTURE, CRUEL, INHUMAN 

OR DEGRADING TREATMENT

In January, a Cypriot trans woman was detained in Egypt and 

is male, which exposed her to harassment in Egypt. Tina has 

been denied access to her hormones while in detention. Accept 

learned about the detrimental impact of the situation on the 

woman’s mental and physical health, and urged the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs to ensure she is promptly released. 

HEALTH

children’s rights, organised under the auspices of the Ministry of 

Health, had to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

  

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

launched a two-week media campaign on LGBTI rights that ran 

on the radio, online, and in printed media. 

which will be utilised as a safe space for the community and an 

information point on LGBTI rights in the country. 

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

in part due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the cancellation of 

LEGAL GENDER RECOGNITION

The legal gender recognition reform continued to be stalled this 

year.

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC, CULTURAL AND 

POLITICAL LIFE

Accept conducted a study on political representation and 

workshop where political parties discussed LGBTI rights and 

Accept held the 

through art and come together. 

place this year. Due to the pandemic, the 

was held 

The local magazine Downtown featured
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SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

In July, the Ministry of Health announced that it would  

reproduction rates in the country. Same-sex couples who cohabit 

Northern Cyprus*

ACCESS TO ADEQUATE FOOD 

The LGBTI+ community and particularly trans sex workers, were 

to basic necessities and food. The Nicosia Turkish municipality, 

to those struggling the most, including trans sex workers. 

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

On 9 March, the Turkish Cypriot community amended the 

Criminal Code to criminalise hate speech on the basis of gender 

identity and sexual orientation. The amendment was passed 

unanimously in the parliament and came into force in March. 

Since March, a number of hate speech cases were documented 

DATA COLLECTION

established Human Rights Platform, which will monitor and 

DIVERSITY AND INTERSECTIONALITY 

Anti-Racist Network in the northern part of Cyprus. 

FAMILY

This year’s amendment on the  allows non-

citizens, who are “partners” to a Cypriot citizen to be exempt 

wording. 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

online joint Pride

to take place in the buffer zone to unite the communities, but 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

legal support. 

The Other Chats”. 

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC, CULTURAL AND 

POLITICAL LIFE

LGBTI+ Friendly Presidency Candidate 

Protocol” for the October elections, consisting of practical 

commitments that candidates make for LGBTI+ rights. Two 

candidates signed the protocol, but neither of them were elected 

in the end. 
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