
Egypt

Overview
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who first took power in a 2013 coup, has governed Egypt in
an authoritarian manner. Meaningful political opposition is virtually nonexistent, as
expressions of dissent can draw criminal prosecution and imprisonment. Civil liberties,
including press freedom and freedom of assembly, are tightly restricted. Security forces
engage in human rights abuses with impunity. Discrimination against women, LGBT+
people, and other groups remains a serious problem, as do high rates of gender-based
violence.

This report has been abridged for Freedom in the World 2026 due to ongoing budget
constraints. Freedom in the World is entirely funded by nongovernmental sources such as
private foundations, corporations, and individuals like you. Please consider making a
donation to support future editions of this vital resource.

For additional background information, see the reports from the 2024 and 2025 editions of
Freedom in the World.
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