i¢1003

NIELS HENRIK CHRISTENSEN L‘?ﬁ { 0‘

: 33 14 45 20 o
26/07 01 _TOR 14:25 FAX 0045 LA

L NATIONS uNjEs OlReA

~ HAUT COMMISSARIAT
POUR LES REFUGIES

UNITED NATIONS

HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR REFlIGFrES

¥nglingagatan 14, gt Floor
113 47 Stockholm Sweden

FACSMILE MESSAGE

To:
Nisls Henrik Christiansson

Destination Fax No:
(45 33) 14 45 20

Fropm:
Karin Davin
Protection Assistant

Return Fax Ne- (46 8) 457 4887
Tel: (46 8) 457 4880

No. Of Pages lncludlng This Page:
Two(2)

Date: 19 July 2001

File Codp: ROBNC/CBSEIOT
Other Code:

3
Subject: Information concerning Sierra Leone

Daar Mr. Christiansscn,

Reference s made to the telaphone €ommunication of this morning between yourself
and our legal intern Ann Linnarsson eoncerning the present situation in Sierrg Leone,

Please be informed that We have recsjved following récommendation from our
Headquarters i Geneva, whieh is dated 14 June 2001,

Itis true that UNHCR has recently “facilitategr the voluntary repatriation of Sierra
Leonean refugees from Guinea, but this should not be confused with "promotion” of
voluntary fepatriation, since conditions in Sterrg Leone are not yet conducive for such
an exercise; indeed, in some instances sych "voluntary repatriation" Jooked more like
humanitarian Bvacuation due to force majeure, e, military  activities in
refugee-hosting areas had made jt all but impossible for the refugees to continue to
remain in safety in their country of asylum;
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commanders. The official position of the RU
[ . F is therefore not ]
lmple{nented on the ground jn the way intended (UNHCR BO OSier::: eﬁ:iﬁg

;?A(ej;terz asyutm; ssekers_.. Accordingly_, the Office takes the Position that States are
oty quested to refrain from returning rejected asylum seekers from Sierra L
€Ir Country of arigin at this stage. e ~eone
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We hope that this infarmation wif be helpful. Best regards.
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