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(June 2023) Faced with increasing migration flows, Croatia has focused on the securitisation of its borders-deploying thousands of police
officers and using specialised equipment such as thermos-vision devices and drones. Recently, reports have alleged that Croatian authorities
have been engaged in arbitrarily detaining and torturing irregular arrivals in ad hoc facilities, before forcing them back across the border to
Bosnia. The country's official immigration detention system has also been the focus of criticism, as non-citizens are required to pay for their
own detention and lack information about their rights and access to legal aid, and unaccompanied children are detained without adequate

services.
S _(EIFaz = s P "-feszbrérr{_'_._.f": . % * Bihor
' L, i D '..'nonr'.;'."-. o = Kecls?l:emét
G §  Zalaegerszeq il i | Békéersaba
. Y 3 e b o
£ Marihar T f Iy \
Al L / / \
w—p i . R |
) oo, L o £
| - ,:! y__,_o Vi, ‘ : oy Szekgfard
| ‘--: J i T " Varaidin e 5;,2;;_‘1—_ — 2o
HOW Slovenija..Celle “f 4 A Pécs T o
§ e f % Lt L Cyﬁmlu'l.la {
i J il N E'Iag Bjelgvar T — B s | % { ST T 5
T Ty ~§ 7 4 \ I | MKMHLA PRAE i
A = f,..uwl .___-.‘__@_/._,___ b~ . , o . '| a 4 TII’T'IIS:DEIFEI-_.__ —__.I________,
; R S Ewﬁap ) - Timis oLugoj
N, '.." 1 . './ i 1 e
k& K W ;..-"It/ 5.0 . iy .-"’Ds?iek ? |
I il et AL A isa o b Bojeodus
- 5 S | w_ b Winkovci S'PE?DL]LJ " =3pereanmn Resita
.~ |Rijeka { A N e i, | : - O - A
""'Ti / : "'x s e §i;#§ns:k—i}‘l—':'t?j oy Faaeu Ca,g:' Bpﬂ”*‘ Carazseverin
i i ot Fnjgdﬂl' 1 “Brod B o . Jp —.. s Cpemcra ', :
,.L S ) i) _ BrEkl:u P Mﬁipgguuj‘_. Ma H_;!EE-D 3 2
Fula o PenyGauka —Buboi — . 4 A gy i
; Bma{ Cpncka’y o Eijs-Tjiha LIJa?iau Beorpag | Draobet
;i ) Fepublika Tuzla § I 'Cme,qepeau " g Turt
L9 b I = " 4 }
‘ 5 pska J'Icraﬁm IF: I'-, “E‘f:
. Hrvatska ™ & |
zau:larr'dl_w ;rii EEQ_!E:'? By ' Bameso ] Cpﬁ.yiia
Ry o i T 1 . £ 1 i
; » Ro:rahher ek oauinas: 7 " J Leaflet, © OpenStreetMap contributors
Types of facilities used for migration-related detention
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More than a year since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Croatia had still not imposed a
moratorium on new immigration detention orders and nor any released immigration as of
mid/2021. Nonetheless there was a significant reduction in the number of people detained at
the Jezevo Reception Centre in 2020, dropping to 163 from 535 [..]
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10 August 2020
Responding to the Global Detention Project's Covid-19 survey, the Croatian Interior Ministry
provided detailed information about measures that have been adopted in reception centres

hosting asylum seekers. They also provided some limited information about Covid-19
procedures adopted for cases involving police interaction with “illegal migrants and aliens!”
However, the ministry gave no specific information concerning [..]
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Visits by Croatia's National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) are currently suspended, impairing
access to data and information relating to immigration detention and removal measures. As

such, when the GDP contacted the country's Ombudsperson'’s office requesting information
pertaining to immigration detention practices during the pandemic, the office instead
recommended contacting the country's Interior Ministry to obtain relevant [..]
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22 June 2020
In a joint statement published on 19 June, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of
migrants, Felipe Gonzalez Morales, and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Nils Melzer, said that they “are deeply
concerned about the repeated and ongoing disproportionate use of force by Croatian [..]
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21 May 2020
Allegations of pushbacks at Croatia's borders with Serbia and Bosnia have increased in recent

years - as the GDP reported in its 2019 country profile. According to the Border Violence
Monitoring Network (BVMN), these pushbacks have escalated during the pandemic,
‘confirming that illegal removal practices have not stopped, in spite of the formal closure of [..]
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le.Border Violence Monitoring Network,
“They Stamped on his Leg, Causing it to
Break," 14 July 2020,
https.//www.borderviolence.eu/violence-
reports/july-14-2020-0000-near-vinkovci-
croatia/

LA Group of Migrants Walk Through
Countryside in Northern Bosnia after Being
Physically Expelled by Police from Croatia,
(Elvis Barukcic, AFP, Getty Images,

le.Croatian police have been accused of
spray painting asylum seekers heads (The
Guardian, 12 May 2020,
https:/www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2020/may/12/croatian-
police-accused-of-shaving-and-spray-
painting-heads-of-asylum-seekers)
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The Global Detention Project is the world's leading research centre documenting the use of immigration detention as a response to migration
and refugee movements and promoting respect for the rights of detainees.

Contact us
Privacy policy g n m

Global Detention Project

1-3 rue de Varembe, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
t: +41 (0) 22 548 1401

© 2007-2023 Global Detention Project


https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/
https://twitter.com/migradetention
https://twitter.com/migradetention
https://www.facebook.com/globaldetentionproject/
https://www.facebook.com/globaldetentionproject/
https://linkedin.com/compayn/global-detention-project
https://linkedin.com/compayn/global-detention-project
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/contact
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/privacy-policy

