Refworld | Amnesty International Annual Report 2(- Albanie Pagel of 3

irefworld (UNHCR

E& amnesty international

Amnesty International Annual Report 2013 -
Albania

Publisher Amnesty International

Publication
Date 23 May 2013

Amnesty Internationaldmnesty International Annual Report 2013 - Albania, 23
Cite as May 2013, available at: http://www.refworld.org/dd/&19f51b818.html [accessed 3
July 2013]
This is not a UNHCR publication. UNHCR is not respible for, nor does it
necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expikase solely those of the author
or publisher and do not necessatrily reflect thdd¢NHCR, the United Nations or
its Member States.

Disclaimer

Head of stateBujar Nishani (replaced Bamir Topi in July)
Head of governmengali Berisha

The government adopted reforms which restricted themmunity of MPs and other public
officials from prosecution and revised the ElectoreCode, following previous allegations of
fraud. In December, the European Council postponethe granting of EU candidate status to
Albania, conditional on further reform.

Enforced disappearances

In November, proceedings before the Serious Cri@mst concerning the enforced
disappearance in 1995 of Remzi Hoxha, an ethniarifin from Macedonia, and the torture of
two other Albanian men, ended with the convictibthoee former state security agents. One of
them, Ilir Kumbaro, who fled extradition proceedsng the UK in 2011, was sentenced to 15
years' imprisonment in his absence. The chargessidas two co-defendants were changed by
the court to offences covered by a 1997 amnesiyltreg in them not being sentenced. In
December, all three defendants appealed againstterictions.

Unlawful killings
In May, the trial opened of former Republican Guesdmander, Ndrea Prendi, and former
Guard officer, Agim Llupo, charged with killing foprotesters, the injury of two others, and

concealing evidence. The charges arose from vialashes between police and protesters during
anti-government demonstrations in January 201 lirem@.

Torture and other ill-treatment
In June, the UN Committee against Torture expressaderns about the lack of effective and

impartial investigations by the Ministry of Interimto alleged ill-treatment by law enforcement
officers. The Committee also reported that badieggaards against torture were not provided to
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people in detention, including timely access toylaks and doctors, and noted the excessive length
of pre-trial detention.

In July, four prison guards were each fined 3, X3 I(€22) by Tirana District Court for beating
Sehat Doci in Prison 313 in August 2011.

* In September, a group of former political prisonget on hunger strike in protest against
the government's prolonged failure to provide rapans for their imprisonment by the
communist government between 1944 and 1991. Thdssaeare imprisoned or sent to
labour camps during this period and subjected gpatkng treatment and, often, torture.
During the 31-day protest, two men set themselwefire; one, Lirak Bejko, died of his
injuries in November. The Ombudsperson considdredttions of the Tirana police in
denying hunger strikers medicines and liquids tamact of torture.

Violence in the family

There were 2,526 reported incidents of domestilerime, 345 more than in the previous year, and
petitions by victims for court protection ordersalincreased. Most victims were women. An
amendment to the Criminal Code making violencénefamily an offence punishable by up to
five years' imprisonment came into force in ApHbwever, there was no minimum sentence for
such offences, except when committed repeatedlypergbcutions could only be initiated on the
basis of a victim's complaint.

The Director of the National Centre for Victims@bmestic Violence was dismissed in May,
after the Ombudsperson investigated complaints diy&n at the Centre that they had been
subjected to arbitrary punishments and restrictions

Discrimination
Roma
Many Roma continued to be denied their right toqadée housing.

* Some Roma, forced to move from their homes neanairailway station after a 2011 arson
attack, were evicted from temporary tented acconatiod. In February, lacking adequate
alternative housing, eight families moved briefiyo the premises of the Ombudsperson's
Office. They were later transferred to disusedtamyi barracks. However, their very poor
accommodation and inadequate police protection tloeats and attacks by the
neighbouring community obliged them to leave. By éimd of the year, no permanent
solution to their housing had been found.

* In July, the livelihoods of an estimated 800 Ronfamilies were affected when Tirana
police implemented an administrative order prombithe collection of scrap and other
recyclable materials by seizing their vehicles atiebr equipment. The Ombudsperson
opened an inquiry into excessive use of force Wstceatment by police during the
operation.

Leshbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people

The first Tirana Pride took place in May. In Julyrana Prosecutor's Office dismissed a criminal
complaint by LGBTI organizations against Deputy Miar of Defence Ekrem Spahiu about his
homophobic remarks concerning the Pride.

Housing rights — orphans
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Young people leaving social care remained at ridkomelessness, despite legislation
guaranteeing homeless registered orphans up tghef 30 priority access to social housing.
Many continued to live in dilapidated disused sdltmymitories or struggled to pay for low-grade
private rented accommodation.
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