Bl Ref. Ares(2024)3743899 - 24/05/2024

EU ANNUAL REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY IN THE WORLD
2023 COUNTRY UPDATES

Contents

0] EYg (=T 0 = gLl ol T Lo o [T SRR 6
0= o101 o] I Tolo ] 1] < T-1 1 - TSP 6
BOSNia anNd HEIZEZOVING c..cccceeiiiieei e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e et rer e e e e e e e e nnraaaeeeeeeeaas 8
Republic of NOrth MacedONia ....uuueeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e eeeeaaraee e 10
LCT=To] o= - PP UP TR PPPPPRN 11
KOSOVO™ ...ttt et sa e et e e bt e et e bt e sa b e e ebe e e ae e e be e saneebeenneenarean 14
Y o] g N A=t o T=T =4 o o T PP PP TPPP 16
20T o101 o] [ Tolo] 1Y/ [o] Lo [o LY 7 SR 18
2T oT0] o] [ ol o} Y= o o1 - PSR 20
U oT0] o] [Tol o}l WU [ (1Y PSR 22
UKF@INE . ettt ettt e et e e et e e e et e e ab e e s anb e e s bt e e eane e e s areeenee 24

EEA/EFTA Countries and non EU Western European COUNIIiES........ccveeeeeeveeeeeeiveeeeeeiiveeeeenns 26
SWiSS CONTEABTATION ...t s ne 26
KINZAOM OF NOIWAY ...uiiiiiiiiiiicciiiieeeee ettt e e e eeeerre e e e e e e e sesabbareeeeeeeeesnsasseeeeeseesensnranreess 28
1= =] o T OO POO PSR PPPPPPO 30
Principality of LIEChTENSTEIN ..cc..eveieieee e e 31
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ........cccoovvveeeiiiiiiiciiieeeenec e, 33

European Neighbourhood POLICY .......ooieciiiiiiiic ettt rrrree e e 35
People's Democratic Republic Of AIZEria .....ueevieiieicciiieeiee e 35
20T o101 o] [ Tolo ] A o 5 1 T=T V- SR 36
0T o101 o] I Tolo ] A 2VA=T 0 o - Y1 - o TSR 38
20T 0] o] [ Tolo ] =1 - U SR 40
FAV g Lo =T o 10 o] 1ol o) = -4/ o | AU 42
SEATE OF ISTACN.. .t s 44
Hashemite Kingdom of JOrdan .........ooo ottt 46
T oY TSIl 2 U=T o U o] Lol SRR 49
) = 1T o) I ¢} V7 T UUURE 51
[T aT={e (o] o} 1Y/ L] e Yol ol PSR 52
Palestinian Authority (occupied Palestinian territories — oPt)........ccccocvueeeeecieeeeeccieee e, 54
WESEEIN SANAIA ..o et 56
SYFIan Arab REPUDIIC ...ttt e e e e e e et e e e e e e eessabsaeeeeeeeeesnnnnnns 57
20T o101 o L olo ] i N[ LY - IR TR RPN 60



RUSSIA @NA CONTIAI ASIA ittt e e e ettt e e e e e e e e s e et e s e eeanaeeeranaesenenaeeenenn 62

Republic of Kazakhstan ........coooiiiiiiiiiec e e e e e s 62
QY4721 2 =T o T0] o] ol P PPPR 63
RUSSIAN FEARIATION ...eiiiii it 65
RepUBIIC Of TaJiKISTAN ..vveeeeiiieeeee e e e e e e e e e e naraee e 67
LT AT 0] =T PSR 69
(2O oT0] o] [Tol o} AU 4 oY1 N - PSP 71
N { ¢ or- R PP P PP PP PPTOPPROP 73
2O o101 o] [Tolo ] 7AYo T=Jo - FO PSR 73
REPUDBIIC Of BEININ «.eeiiiiiiiiiii ettt eeerre e e e e e s ebbar e e e e e e e e e s nbabrereeeseesennsnraeeeeas 76
REPUDIIC Of BOTSWANG . .ueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt eeerre e e e e e e eetbar e e e e e eeesstasaereeeeeesennnnranreess 77
BUIKING FAS0 ..t 79
0= U] o] FTolo ] = TUT ¥ o Vo I ISR 80
2O o 18] o] [Tol o] A OF: | o Yo I =T e [ PSR 82
20=T o101 o[ Tolo] A 0713 s =Y o o o FSS USSR 83
Central African REPUDIIC. ...uuiiiii it e e e e e e e rr e e e e e e e e e e s ennees 85
20T o101 o] [ Tol o] 1 T=To FU SRS 86
UNION Of the COMOTOS ...ttt 87
Democratic Republic of the CONGO.....ccceeeiiiieeeee e e 88
(2L oT0] o] [Tolo ] i o o =T @e Yo V= T PP 90
LT oT0] o] [Tol @) {le M VoY TP PPPR 91
20T o101 o] [ Tolo ] D11 o Yo YU f SRR 93
Republic of EQUAtOrial GUINEA........cciiii ittt e e e e e e e anane e 95
Y - LI o) L 4 = PSPPSR 96
KingdOm Of ESWatiNi....ciiiiiiiieiiiiiie ettt e s e e e et e e e saaee e e snneeas 97
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia......cccccccveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 99
GAbONESE REPUDIIC ... s e e e sraeeeeas 101
The Republic 0f ThE GamDia ....uuveeiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e e e e s araeeeeas 102
20T o101 o] ol o] A €1 1 F= T - [ RO O U URRRRPP P 104
20T o101 o Lol o] il C1UI T =T U 106
Republic Of GUINE@-BiSSAU.....cccuiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e e neaeas 108
LT oT0] o] [ oo} il =T 017 PSR 110
[T aT={e [0 a2 el =T o] i o Vo NP OO URRRRRRPPR 112
0T 0] o1 ol o) i ] o = - OO U RRRRPPP 113
0T 101 o] ITollo] 1Y/ - 1o - V= [ of- | OSSR 115



LT oT0] o] [Tolo ] Y/ =1 - VY PRSP 117

LT oT0] o] [Tolo ] 1V =1L RSP PPP 119
Islamic Republic of Mauritania.....ccoccuiiiiiiiiieiciee e s 122
REPUBIC Of MAUFILIUS wuveeiieiieeeee et e e e e e et e e e e e e e anereaeeas 124
Republic of MOZambiQUE .........uuviiiieeieeeeee et e e e e et reeeeas 125
Rebublic of Namibia ...ccoociiiiecce e 127
LT oT0] o] [ oo |V HT={= ST RSPR 129
Federal Republic Of NIZEIIA ..civuuviiiiiiiieeeeee et e e s 131
REPUBIIC Of RWANG@...uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e st s e e e e e sbbb e e e e e e e e sennsbaeeeeas 133
Democratic Republic of SG30 Tomé and PrinCipe .....ccuvveeeeiiieeiiiireeeiee et 134
20T o101 o ol o] ANY=T A= == | ISP URRRRRPPP 135
REPUBIIC Of SEYCNEIES c.cceeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e s araeeeeas 137
0= 10 o] I Tolo ) AT (=T o - I =T [ SR 138
Federal Republic 0f SOMalia........coooiiiiiiciiie e e 140
RepUBIIC Of SOULN AfTICa ...ciiiiiiirieeiee e e e e e e e s s eaarbaeeeeas 141
Republic of SOULh SUAAN ...t 143
0= o101 o] I Tolo ] i s TR U Lo =T o U 145
United Republic of TANZania .......cceeeiiii et e et 147
B o= d0] LTSI Y=T o 10 ] o] ol SRR 149
LT oT0] o] [ ol U F ==Y o Vo - ISP 151
RepUDbIic Of Zambia.....coooeiiei e 153
0T o101 o] I oo ] VAT a ] oF=1 o 1V LU 155
Arabian PeniNSUIG......coouiiiii e 157
Kingdom Of Bahrain .....ccocuuiiiiiiiice ettt et e e e e e e e e e s 157
LT oT0] o] [ oo ] il [ = Yo PSPPSR 159
SEAtE OF KUWIT ...ttt e e s e e st a e e e e s ataeeeennnaeaaean 161
SUITANALE OF OMAN L.eiiiiiiieee e ettt st e et e e san e e 163
StAtE OFf QATAI -.eeeieeieeeeee e e 165
Kingdom of SaUdi Arabia......ccccuurieiiieiiiiiiiieeeee et e e e e serr e e e e e e e e s eannraeeeeas 167
United Arab EMiIrates ......oooieeieeece e e 168
LT o101 o] [ ol 4= 2 0 T=T o FO PRSP 170
] T PPN 173
Islamic Republic of AfZhaniStan .........cooiiieeiiiiii e e 173
People’s Republic of BAaNGIAd@Sh .......ccocuiiieiiiiiiiiiieeee et 175
(T T=de [T g a Y] =] a TV - o [T 177



BrUNCE DalUSSAlAIM et e et e e et e e e e e e e s e eeeeeeeeaeeeeeaaeeeenannns 178

Kingdom of Cambodia........cooiiiiiiiiiiec e 180
People's Republic Of ChiNa ...cooiiiii i 182
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China................... 184
Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China ...........cccuuvneee.. 186
LI 1L L PP PP PP PP PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPRE 187
LT oT0] o] [Tolo ] il [ g o LT PR 189
LT oT0] o] [Tolo] il [ aTe o] =Ty I- PSPPSR 191
ISIaMIC REPUDBIIC OF IraN coviiiiiiiiiiiiieee e e e e e e eaaabaeeeeas 193
=] o Y- 1o RS R 194
20<T o101 o I ol o] il (ol 4 =T IO 196
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) ......ccvvveeeeiiiiiiciirieeeee et 198
Lao People's Democratic Republic (Lao PDR).......ccooiiiiieeiiiiiee e 199
Y = 1Y T VTR 201
REPUDBIIC Of MAIAIVES wuvveeiiiiieiitteieee ettt e e e e eabb e e e e e e e seaanraeeeeas 203
Y FoYa¥ =] 1= TR PR 205
MY ANMAT/BUIMA ..ttt ettt e et e e e te e e ette e s etaeeebeeeeaseeeesseeesaeesseeesseeesnseeenns 206
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal........coeevviiicciee e, 208
Islamic Republic Of PaKiStan .........cceeiiiiieciiiiiiee e 210
Republic of the Philippines......c.ueii i 212
2T oT0] o] [Tol o] Y[ a2 To Lo o TSP PPPP 214
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.........cooceciiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 216
T aT=de [T g aTe) A N o ¥ 11 - 1o T USSR 218
Democratic Republic Of TiIMOr-LeSte....cccccuiiiiiiiiiee et 220
Socialist Republic Of VIETNAM ..ccoeiiiiicee et e e 221
(O Lol == o | - F O OO PP PPPTPPPTROR 223
Commonwealth of AUSTIAlia .....cooiuiiiiiiiie e 223
REPUBIIC OF Fiji tieeiieieiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e st e e e e e e e eaabbrereeeeeesennnsbreneeas 225
20T o101 o Tolo) il L 1 o T- ] § IO U UTRRRRRPPP 227
Republic of the Marshall ISIands ........cooocvriiieeiii e 228
Federated States of MICrONESIA .......ueiiiiiiiiieie e 230
2L o 18] o] [ oo} 1V T o U PSR 232
NEW ZEAIANG ...t 233
REPUBIIC Of PAlAU . ..ueiiiieeiiiiieiieeee ettt e e e e e eabb e r e e e e e e s eansraeneeas 235
Independent State of Papua NeW GUINE@......ccccooccciiiiiiiie it 236



Independent State Of SAMOQ@.......cciiiiiiiiie e 238

SOIOMON ISIANAS ..ttt et 240
QT qT={e o] 2 1o ] il o] o - ISP TPPR 242
TUVAIU 1t e e et e e e st e e e sttt e e e e bae e e e st e e e e e nbtaeeenataeeeeaaraeas 243
REPUBIIC Of VANUATU ..vvveeiiii ettt e et re e e e e e e e s atr b e e e e e e e e seaanreneeeas 245
B T N 1= - LSRR 247
ANtIgUA aNd BarbUda.......cceiiiiiiiiiciiie et s e e st e e e naaeeeeas 247
Argenting REPUDIIC ...ciiiiiiei ittt e s s e e e s ate e e e ennaeeeeas 249
Commonwealth of the Bahamas.........cooeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 251
BarbadOs. ... e e 252
BelIZE e et 254
Plurinational State of BoliVia........ccouiiiiiiiiiiecceeec e 255
Federative Republic Of Brazil.........ceeeiioeeciiiieee et e e e 258
(6 T =T - IR OO P R PP PP 260
REPUBIIC OFf ChilE...eeeeiieieeiiei ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e senansbaeeeeas 262
20T o101 o] I Tolo] A @o] FoT 1 o1 o1 F= SRR 264
20T o101 o] ITolo] 6o 1 - I 2\ {oF- SR 266
20T 101 o] I Tolo ] X GF] o T- TSR 268
Commonwealth of DOMINICA ....coovviiiiiiiiiieeieeee e 270
(Do g oYl a1 Tor=Ta TN 2T o TU] o] ol PSPPSR 272
(2L oT0] o] [ oo} il Yol UT=To L] SRR PPPR 274
20T o101 o] ol o] = IY=1 AV 1o Lo Y o SUR 275
LCT L= g Lo - PSP P PP PPPPPRTOP 277
Republic of GUATEMAIa.......oiii e 279
Cooperative Republic Of GUYANA......cooiiiiiiiieiiie e e 281
LT oT0] o] [ oo} il = - 11 I PRSP 283
(2L oT0] o] [Tolfo ] il = To] g o IV T - 13 SRR 285
JAMAICA 1 287
United MeXiCan STAteS .....ccueeiiiiieiieeeeee e 289
0T 10l ool o] M\ [ or T - 1= {U - ISP 291
LT oT0] o] [ ol ] il 2= T T o o - [PPSR 293
LT o 10 o] [ ol o] 2= T =T U - 1 PSR 295
REPUBIIC Of PEIU ..ttt e et e e e e e eabbr e e e e e e e s seansbaeeeeas 297
Federation of Saint Kitts and NeVIS .......cccuiriiiiiiiiceeeee e 299
SAINT LUCIA. .ttt e e e e 300



SaINT VINCeNT aNd the GreNadiNeS....o.u et re e e e e e e e e eraeseeaeaenees 302

RePUDIIC OFf SUMNAME .ooiiiiie e e e e e e s aaees 303
Republic of Trinidad and TODAZO ....c.eviviiiiiieice e 305
Eastern Republic Of UrUGUAY .......ceeeei ittt e e e e e 308
United States Of AMEIiCa .....cocuiiiiiiecece e 309
Bolivarian Republic 0f VENEZUEIA........coveiiiieeeeee e 311



Enlargement countries

Republic of Albania

1. Overview of the human rights and democracy situation: Albania’s legal framework sets out
an overall good basis for the protection of fundamental rights. However, implementation of
the legal and policy frameworks needs to intensify. The political scene continued to be marked
by political polarisation. Local elections on 14 May 2023 were conducted in a generally calm
manner. However, concerns relate to the misuse of state resources, claims of pressure on
public sector workers and voters, and allegations of vote buying. The delays and politicisation
of the appointments of the Ombudsperson and of the new Anti-Discrimination Commissioner
weaken these institutions. Progress was made on the use of alternatives to detention. There
was some progress on the rights of persons with disabilities regarding the reform of the
biopsychosocial assessment, which is now implemented country-wide. The intersection of
business and political interests, the lack of transparency of funding sources, the concentration
of media ownership, intimidation and precarious working conditions continued to hamper
media independence, pluralism and the quality of journalism. The process of first registration
of property and other transitional processes need to advance in full transparency, including
by tackling corruption. On the protection of minorities, the adoption of the remaining
implementing legislation did not advance. Furthermore, Albania needs to put in place strong
legal and institutional safeguards to prevent breaches of personal data. With regard to
communist-era missing persons, continued political will is important to increase the number
of cases solved and to raise public awareness of the issue.

The efficiency of the judicial system and access to justice continued to be affected by the long
timescale of proceedings, increased workload and high backlog of cases, which remains
particularly high in appeal and first instance courts. Despite some progress and continued
efforts in fighting corruption, overall, corruption is prevalent in many areas of public and
business life and preventive measures continue to have a limited impact, particularly in
vulnerable sectors. Discrimination against LGBTI persons is still very prevalent in Albanian
society. The 12 Tirana Pride took place peacefully on 20 May 2023. Public awareness and
acceptance of LGBTI persons remains low. While civil society is generally free, shortcomings
affect the ability of civil society organisations (CSOs) to contribute to policy development
processes. The role of civil society, including in the EU accession negotiation process, needs to
be strengthened.

For more information, please refer to the European Commission’s: Albania Report 2023 -
European Commission (europa.eu).

2. EU action - key focus areas: The EU continued to monitor the protection and entrenchment
of democracy and human rights, with particular attention to access to justice, independence
of media and freedom of expression, protection of minorities and vulnerable groups as well
as registration of properties and transitional ownership rights. The EU also followed
developments in the areas of citizenship rights, gender equality, right to life, prevention of
torture and ill-treatment in the prison systems, and freedom of thought, conscience and
religion.



3. EU bilateral political engagement: Regular political dialogue has continued mainly in the
framework of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement. The EU - Albania Stabilisation and
Association Council took place on 16 March 2023, for the first time in Tirana. These meetings
provided an opportunity to take stock of the progress that Albania made in the preparations
for EU membership, with a focus on rule of law aspects, including fundamental rights. Human
rights and democracy remained a central focus of the political dialogue with the authorities.
While putting EU-related reforms at the centre of its legislative and policy planning, the
government needs to refrain from measures that are not in line with EU standards. The
European Commission continued the screening process and published the Screening Report
for Cluster 1 — Fundamentals, encompassing functioning of the democratic institutions and
the fundamental rights.

4. EU financial engagement: In 2023, the EU continued the implementation of a wide array of
projects in the field of human rights and democracy. The funding allocation from the EU
Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance 2021 — 2027 (IPA IIlI) of EUR 80.6 million has been
supporting actions to advance the right to an independent tribunal, consolidation of
democracy, supporting the country on fundamental rights, as well as access to water, the right
to education and access to employment of young people. With the support of the Programme
on Social Inclusion (EUR 70.65 million) under IPA lll, continued providing support to families
in vulnerable situations, including those affected by COVID-19 crisis, Roma and Egyptian
families, and older persons.

There were no on-going projects under the Thematic Programme for Human Rights and
Democracy.

Under the IPA Civil Society Facility and Media Programme, seven projects continued in 2023
focusing on active citizenship, support to civil society, investigative journalism and social reuse
of confiscated assets for a total budget of EUR 5.1 million. Five other projects started in 2023
to support CSOs in the areas of good governance and rule of law, including support to CSOs in
the Fundamentals Cluster under the accession negotiations, fight against corruption, budget
transparency and justice accountability, for a total of EUR 2.3 million.

Cooperation with the Council of Europe continued under the Horizontal Facility for the
Western Balkans and Turkiye — Phase Il with a total budget of EUR 5 million for Albania (out
of EUR 41 million for Western Balkans) focusing on promoting equal treatment, freedom of
expression and social inclusion. In Albania, the programme enabled to launch the Central
Election Commission’s Electronic Platform on Financial Monitoring and Reporting, in the run-
up to the 14 May local elections, with a view to facilitate the monitoring of the financing of
political parties and electoral campaigns.

5. Multilateral context: Albania continued its dialogue and cooperation with European and
international human rights organisations and monitoring bodies, notably in the context of the
Council of Europe and the OSCE. Albania was a non-permanent member of the UN Security
Council in 2022 and 2023 and was elected, in October 2023, to the UN Human Rights Council
for the 2024-2026 term. Albania has an observer status in the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights.



