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Introduction . .

. . . . e . L. Birkergd Kongevej 2
The following note describes birth, marriage and death certificates issued by civil DK-6460 Birkergd
registration offices in Cameroon. Denmark

Phone +45 61 98 39 00
The note will also touch upon changes made to the administrative structure in Email nidc@nidc.dk

Cameroon affecting the layout of the document and competency to attest civil Website - www.nidc.dk
events. For a detailed description of the administrative structure and organisation

at the civil registration offices in Cameroon, see the note ‘Cameroon: Administra-

tive structure and civil status registrations’ published by the Danish National ID

Centre.

The note is primarily based on interviews conducted in Cameroon in March 2019
and is one out of several notes focusing on Cameroon.

Civil registrations in Cameroon

Civil registrations such as birth registrations may take place in one of three types of
administrative offices. They may take place in a main centre, a secondary centre or
at a Cameroonian diplomatic mission abroad.! As of April 2019, Cameroon has
2,406 secondary centres, 420 main centres and 45 diplomatic missions abroad with
civil status registries.? All three types of administrative offices will be referred to as
civil status registries in this note.

Civil status registrars have competence to sign civil status certificates at the civil
status registries. At main centres, the civil status registrars are the government del-
egates in city councils and their assistants as well as mayors and their assistants. At
Cameroonian diplomatic missions abroad, the civil status registrars are the heads
of diplomatic missions and consular posts as well as those assuring interim.3

1 National Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé, March 2019.
2 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, March 2019.
3 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, March 2019.
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Regarding secondary centres, registrars are appointed by the Minister of Decentral-
isation and Local Development.* Civil status registrars of secondary registries are
assisted by clerks appointed by a territorially competent senior divisional officer.

They jointly sign civil status certificates.®

Birth, marriage and death certificates in Cameroon

The civil registration offices are supplied with blank certificates for birth, marriage
and death certificates, which bear the same layout all over Cameroun. The certifi-
cates include a header, a title, a serial number, personal information and footer. ®

All information regarding place of issue, the registered event and the personal in-
formation and attestation are manually filled in in several copies.”

The layout of a birth certificate from 2019 can be seen on page 3.

4 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, March 2019.
5 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, March 2019.

6 Main Center Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019; Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé, March

2019.
7 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019; Main Centre Yaoundé 1, Yaoundé, March 2019;

Secondary Centre, Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019.
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Official languages

Both English and French are official languages spoken in Cameroon. As such, legally
valid documents may be completed in either English or in French, depending on the
decision of the officer registering the event. Typically, the certificates are com-
pleted in English in Anglophone regions in Cameroon, while they are completed in

French in the Francophone regions.®

The pre-printed text on the certificates is in both French and English.

8 Main Centre Yaoundé 1, Yaoundé, March 2019.
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Image 1: Cameroonian birth certificate. The left margin appears slanted due to the picture being taken at an odd




The fact that certificates may be filled in using either of the two languages also ac-
counts for a few smaller variations in the tactical examinations, which will be ad-
dressed in the sections below.

However, it should be noted, that there appears to be (and have been) certain pro-
cedures for recording of names that previously differed in French and in English. In
English, a name would be recorded with the first name first, followed by second
and last names. In French, it would be written in the opposite order, meaning that
the last name was recorded first, followed by the first name and second name.
Presently, it appears recording of names follows the structure from English in both
the French and English documents.®

Previous modus for recording of names in English

First name — > | Second hame | — > | Last name

Previous modus for recording of names in French

Last name — > | First name _— Second name

Current modaus for recording names in French or English

First name ——— > | Second name | —— > | Last name

Although this seems to be the modus, it is not possible to rule out other variations
in terms of recording names.

Changes in civil status certificates since 2011

According to several sources interviewed in Cameroon in March 2019, new legisla-
tion was implemented in 2011 affecting public administration.'® In order to reflect
the legislative changes, parts of the civil status certificates were changed while
new information was also introduced. The new certificates contain nationality, oc-
cupation, ID card number of the parents and a matriculation code instead of a se-
rial number.1!

Header

The document header indicates where the document was issued, by tracing ad-
ministrative layers down to the main or secondary centre in question. The header
indicates that the document is from Cameroon and then the civil officer will rec-
ord which region, division and subdivision the centre is located in.

9 Main Centre Yaoundé 1, Yaoundé, March 2019.

10 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019; National Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé,
March 2019; General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, March 2019.

11 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019.
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The changes implemented in 2011 included a transition from provinces to regions

in Cameroon. This is reflected in the civil status certificates’ headers as well.?
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Image 2: Example of the header in a Cameroonian birth certificate from 2001. (NIDC reference material)
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Image 3: Example of the header in a Cameroonian death certificate from 2016. (NIDC reference material)

Three sources interviewed in Yaoundé mention how the changes made to the cer-
tificates follow the 2011 law, including the change from Province to Region. How-
ever, the sources were not clear and in agreement on when this change was in

12 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019; Ministry of External Relations, Yaoundé, March
2019; Main Centre Yaoundé 1, Yaoundé, March 2019.
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fact implemented. One source places the implementation within the same year?3,
while another source refrains from placing it within a specific year after 2011.%

Representatives of the Cameroonian MFA also mention the changes made to the
layout of civil status certificates. The representatives stated that it may take up to
three years for these kinds of changes to be implemented in all layers of the ad-
ministration, especially for rural regions in Cameroon. The representatives sug-
gested that it may have taken a couple of years to change Province to Region in all
the forms across Cameroon.*

Footer
The footer leaves space for attestation.

In order for Cameroonian birth, marriage and death certificates to be valid, it
should be signed by two civil status registrars. According to the report of audience
from BUNEC, civil status registrars will also affix a stamp on the civil status docu-
ments before they are issued to the registrant.'® At the Main Centre Yaoundé 6,
the civil status documents are signed by the secretary and signed and stamped by
the mayor.Y At a secondary centre, such documents will be signed by the civil sta-
tus registrar and his clerk.'®

Marriage certificates should however contain six signatures; two witnesses, the
spouses and two civil status registrars.®

NIDC is aware of an incident where the archived marriage certificate only had one
spouse signature and one stamp apart from signatures from the two witnesses
and the two registrants.

13 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019.
14 Main Centre Yaoundé 1, Yaoundé, March 2019.
15 Ministry of External Relations, Yaoundé, March 2019.

16 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé, March 2019
17 Main Centre Yaoundé 6, Yaoundé, March 2019.
18 General Manager of the National Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé, March 2019.

19 National Civil Status Registration Office, Yaoundé, March 2019.
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