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Disclaimer

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Slovak Republic is a multiparty parliamentagynbcracy led by a prime minister and a 150-
member parliament (Narodna Rada). On March 10rsgfave the Smer-SD (Direction — Social
Democracy) party, led by Robert Fico, a majorityseéts in the 150-member National Council,
returning it to power after a two-year break. Riest lvan Gasparovic, the head of state, was

reelected for a five-year term in 2009. Both elmtsiwere considered free and fair. Security
forces reported to civilian authorities.

Notable human rights problems during the year mhetbabuse of power by judicial figures, a lack
of checks and balances within the judicial systanad continued societal discrimination and
violence against Roma.

Other human rights problems included prison ovevding and targeting of the press for civil
defamation suits by members of the political ansitess elite.

The government investigated reports of abuses bgbres of the security forces and other
government institutions, but some officials engamgecbrrupt practices with impunity.

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom from:

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

There were no reports that the government or gngcommitted arbitrary or unlawful killings.
b. Disappearance

There were no reports of politically motivated ghisaarances.

c. Tortureand Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The constitution and the law prohibit torture arigeo cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment or
punishment, and the government mostly respectes thvisions.
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Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and membetissoRomani community cited a
continuing trend of mistreatment of Romani suspbygtpolice officers during arrest and while in
custody.

In the past the Council of Europe's Committee lier Rrevention of Torture (CPT) noted that the
situation in the country had improved, notwithstagdecurring complaints from detainees about
excessive use of force by authorities. There wer€RT monitoring visits since 2009. The CPT
urged the government to investigate all allegatminiavoluntary sterilization of Romani women
promptly and thoroughly and to educate doctors athair criminal liability for performing
sterilization without consent.

Romani advocacy groups lobbied the governmentko@eledge and compensate victims for
past involuntary sterilization practices on Romaaomen in public health facilities. The European
Court on Human Rights (ECHR) ruled against the trquin two sterilization cases in June and
November, following a similar ruling in Decemberl20 While the court ruled against the country
in these cases, it did not find a pattern of syateniscrimination. One additional alleged forced
sterilization case remained pending before thetcour

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison and detention center conditions met mostmational standards, but overcrowding
continued to be a problem.

Physical Conditions: During the year on average 11,034 persons wepeson, 1,358 of whom
were in pretrial detention. Of that total, 1,036re&venen and 672 women; 132 were under the age
of 18. The overall capacity of the prisons was 28,8vith an overall overcrowding percentage of
approximately 2 percent. Authorities held men amdnen separately, and the same was true for
underage prisoners held separately from adultsanbere was a reasonable justification, such as
familial connections, for placing adults and juvesitogether. There was sufficient access to
potable water in all prisons.

Administration: Recordkeeping of prisoners was adequate. Thetawided for alternative
punishments to sentencing. Prisoners were abligetodmplaints without censorship, and a public
defender of rights, or ombudsman, was availabf@doide legal aid. In March parliament elected
a new ombudswoman, who did not report any poliiicirference in her work.

Prisoners were allowed to practice their religiod abserve their faiths freely.

Monitoring: The government permitted visits by independembduu rights observers. Observers
expressed concern that no independent group or @@arly monitored prison conditions.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention

The constitution and the law prohibit arbitraryemtrand detention, and the government generally
observed these prohibitions.

Role of the Police and Security Apparatus

The national police force has sole responsibitityifiternal and border security and reports to the
Ministry of Interior. The head of the police foreeports directly to the minister of interior, who
has the authority to expel any member of the polcepecial anticorruption police department, a
special prosecution unit, and a specialized crifdnart address corruption cases and increased
their combined effectiveness.

During the year authorities charged 134 policeceff for 185 crimes; in 68 of these cases, the
crime was abuse of power and nine cases involvedmoon.
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Human rights training remained in the curriculunpalice training facilities.
Arrest Procedures and Treatment While in Detention

The constitution and the law stipulate that a peisan only be taken into custody for explicit
reasons and must be informed immediately of theoreafor detention. The law requires a written
court warrant for arrest. The court must grantaring to a person accused of a crime within 48
hours (or a maximum of 72 hours for "serious cdsefjned as violent crimes, treason, or other
crimes carrying a sentence of at least eight yeard)either release or remand the individual. A
bail system functioned effectively. The law givesainees the right to consult an attorney
immediately after authorities bring charges, anth@tities must notify them of this right. The
government provides free counsel to indigent deesnThe law allows attorneys to visit
detainees as frequently as necessary and allowthimdamily visits upon request. If remanded
by a court, the accused is entitled to an additibearing within 48 hours, at which time the judge
must either release the accused or issue a watthar placing the accused in custody. Authorities
respected these provisions in practice.

In the past, the CPT noted that the majority o6pes interviewed claimed to have been informed
of their right to an attorney only at the time loéffirst court hearing, when an ex officio counsel
was appointed. The CPT found that in very few casdsletained persons have an opportunity to
consult an attorney from the outset of their potie¢gention, let alone request that an attorney be
present during the interrogation or initial quesing.

Pretrial Detention: Criminal court procedures mandate that the toteé of detention (pretrial

plus trial) cannot exceed 12 months in the caseinbr offenses, 24 months for regular crimes,
36 months for severe crimes, and five years fonesiin which the expected sentence is 25 years
to life. In addition pretrial detention cannot asobfor more than half of the total detention time.
In cases with extenuating circumstances, the Sup@ourt may extend pretrial detention to four
years. Criminal court proceedings were lengthyoime cases, but did not exceed the legal
mandated time periods.

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The law provides for an independent judiciary; hegrein practice problems with corruption,
official intimidation of judges, inefficiency, arallack of integrity and accountability continued to
undermine judicial independence. In some casespidiaimed they were subjected to pressure
aimed at influencing their decisions as well amtionidation through disciplinary actions.

There were reports that persons at higher levelseojudicial hierarchy misused their power by
inappropriate influence into the random case asséy system and by alleged undue influence
over the composition of judicial panels.

Disciplinary actions against judges for delaysampleting cases appeared to be highly
inconsistent. In several cases authorities clag®d disciplinary action to intimidate judges into
making judicial decisions favored by their supesior to punish them for their critical statements.
These practices led to an atmosphere of gener&dustisn the judiciary.

Judge Miroslav Gavalec, spokesman for the organiz&tor Open Judiciary, which consisted of
judges favoring reforms, faced two disciplinaryi@as, one for "insufficient education” and the
other for critical articles he wrote on the statéhe judiciary. According to Supreme Court
President Stefan Harabin, Gavalec's "ungrounded™amntrue" statements harmed the reputation
of the judiciary. Harabin proposed that Gavalecdreoved from his position. The case against
Gavalec was pending before a disciplinary pangéat's end, for the third year.

With the exception of the Constitutional Court, telemployed a computerized system for
random case assignment to increase transparenaeudo, there were continued reports that this
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system was subject to manipulation. The formeigasninister filed a case against Supreme
Court President Harabin for allegedly manipulatimg electronic random case assignment system.
The disciplinary case was pending before the Catistnal Court at year's end.

In November the ECHR decided a case brought bye®upiCourt President Harabin, who
claimed a violation of his rights by the discipliparerdict of the Constitutional Court in relation

to his refusal to allow a financial audit of thepBeme Court. Harabin claimed more than 150,000
euros ($198,000) in pecuniary and nonpecuniary dasmaaused by the verdict. The ECHR ruled
that Slovakia had in fact infringed upon his riglats his right to a fair trial was breached because
the verdict did not sufficiently explain how the i&itutional Court dealt with the bias objections
raised. The ECHR obliged the state to pay 3,500%(#4,620) in damages and compensate
Harabin's legal costs.

Trial Procedures

Defendants enjoy a presumption of innocence. Thewio presumed innocent during the
appeals process, meaning that a person found dpyilaycourt does not serve a sentence or pay
any fine until the final decision on appeal hasnbesached. Persons charged with criminal
offenses have the right to be informed of the chsau@gainst them and are entitled to fair and
public trials. NGO observers stated that judic@raption often resulted in lengthy court delays
and improper handling of police investigations. Td& does not provide for jury trials. A panel
of three judges is obligatory in criminal cases andvil cases at the regional court and Supreme
Court levels. Defendants have the right to adeqtiraie and facilities to prepare a defense, to be
present at their trial, consult in a timely manwgh an attorney (at government expense if
indigent), access government-held evidence, cohpmmsecution witnesses, and present
witnesses and evidence on their own behalf. Defa@isdaave the right to refuse self-incrimination
and may appeal adverse judgments.

The law allows plea bargaining, which continuedeiduce the backlog of court cases. In 2011
plea bargaining resolved 7,938 cases, comparedAgttd cases in 2010.

Political Prisoners and Detainees
There were no reports of political prisoners oadetes.
Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies

Citizens had unrestricted access to courts to bawguits in civil matters, including human rights
violations. Courts that hear civil cases were sttlije delays as criminal courts and the judiciary
suffers from very low public trust and an appatank of accountability were often perceived by
the public as corrupt.

Administrative remedies were available in certaasas. The National Center for Human Rights
has the authority to provide mediation for casedisérimination and to represent claimants in
court.

The Office of the Public Protector of Rights (ombomin) determined that 92 of the
approximately 2,275 complaints received in 2010stituted violations of the rights of the
claimants, most of which involved delays in coudgqeedings and the right to a fair trial. Another
851 requests regarding children's rights were veslathrough the use of a Web page focused
specifically on such rights.

Regional Human Rights Court Decisions

During the year there were 553 new complaints fdgdinst the state with the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR). The ECHR dealt with a total @52 cases against the country during the
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year, declaring 694 to be inadmissible. In the @hiasible cases on which the ECHR ruled in
2011, the court found one or more violations of Hueopean Convention on Human Rights in 19.
The court found a total of 28 violations of thets'®commitments under the convention, including
one violation involving inhuman or degrading treatty 12 regarding the right to liberty and
security, two regarding the right to a fair tride regarding the length of proceedings, one
involving nonexecution of a court decision, twoaetjng the right of respect for private and
family life, one involving freedom of expressiohrée regarding the right to an effective remedy,
and one involving the prohibition of discrimination

In June and November the ECHR found a violatioarti€les 3 and 8 in two separate cases and
ruled in favor of Romani women who alleged theyeveterilized between 1999 and 2002 without
their full consent, bringing the total number of HIE rulings against Slovakia related to
sterilizations of Romani women to three since Noen2011. In the November ruling, the court
for the first time also found a procedural violatiof article 3, because the criminal investigation
by Slovak authorities into the sterilization of avfethe plaintiffs was ineffective. The court
awarded 80,500 euros ($106,260) in compensatitmetthree plaintiffs. Slovakia has already
paid the compensation awarded in the November 208ilJune 2012 rulings. In general the
government did not react to the sterilization rgéinbut in January former deputy prime minister
for human rights Rudolf Chmel welcomed the Novenf#1 ECHR ruling.

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or Correspondence

The constitution and the law prohibit such actiarg] the government generally respected these
prohibitions in practice.

Police must present a warrant before conductirgaech or within 24 hours afterwards.
Section 2. Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The constitution and the law provide for freedonspéech and press. While the government
mostly respected these rights in practice, in smsiances, it limited these rights to impede
criticism and limited actions of groups it consiel@extremist. The law prohibits the defamation
of nationalities, punishable by up to three yeargrison, and denial of the Holocaust, which
carries a sentence of six months to three yegrason.

Freedom of Press: The independent media were active and expressadeavariety of views. The
majority of media were privately owned or fundeohfr private sources. Radio and Television
Slovakia and the TASR news agency received statdirfig for specific programming.

Libel Laws/National Security: Criminal penalties for defamation were rarelydiddowever,
journalists faced other forms of criminal actioRer example, documentarian Zuzana Piussi, who
directed the "Disease of the Third Power" docunmgrthat portrayed flaws in the judicial
system), faced a criminal investigation for "brea€lconfidentiality of spoken utterance and other
personal expressions" because a judge featurée idadcumentary claimed she was filmed
without her consent. In addition journalist Zuzd&eikova faced criminal charges for publishing
the salary of an employee of the Justice Ministhpwappened to be the wife of Supreme Court
President/Judicial Council Chair Harabin. Authestieventually stopped both criminal
investigations and filed no charges during the year

Members of the government, judiciary, and politiekties in the past targeted the press in a
number of civil defamation lawsuits, which oftemu@&ed the press to pay large sums of money,
and the International Press Institute and otheemess expressed concern that this financial risk
could lead to media self-censorship. Tiyeden weekly journal was subjected to four libel suits,
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totaling 111,000 euros ($146,500). The leadingydaéwspapeSME had approximately 20
lawsuits against it, totaling more than 500,000e$660,000).

In July 2010 the Bratislava District Court rulechatgst Prime Minister Fico, during his first term
as prime minister, in his case against Petit Ptasesparent company &MV, alleging damages
incurred by publication of a cartoon on its opinfage. The appellate court dismissed Fico's
appeal of the verdict in November 2011, and he alpplethe case to the Supreme Court.

During the year Supreme Court President Harabid e public radio and television company
for libel, requesting 400,000 euros ($528,000)d@mages caused by a report about a mourning
held in honor of late Supreme Court justice Jurajdfirak. The report correlated Majchrak's
death, as well as the death of Judge Marta Laukeia the fear and abuse of power present in
the Harabin-headed judiciary. Harabin claimed liendit have anything to do with the two deaths.

Internet Freedom

There were no government restrictions on accetfgetinternet or reports that the government
monitored e-mails or Internet chat rooms withouligial oversight; however, police monitored
Web sites containing hate speech and attempteddst @r fine the authors. According to the
International Telecommunication Union, 79 percdrthe country's population used the Internet.
Academic Freedom and Cultural Events

There were no government restrictions on academa&dbm or cultural events.

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association

The constitution and law provide for freedom ofesmsbly and association, and the government
generally respected these rights in practice.

c. Freedom of Religion

See the Department of Statliternational Religious Freedom Report.

d. Freedom of Movement, Internally Displaced Persons, Protection of Refugees, and
Stateless Persons

The constitution and the law provide for freedonmaivement within the country, foreign travel,
emigration, and repatriation, and the governmeneggly respected these rights in practice. The
government cooperated with the Office of the UNHgommissioner for Refugees and other
humanitarian organizations in providing protecteomd assistance to refugees, asylum seekers,
stateless persons, and other persons of concern.

Protection of Refugees

Accessto Asylum: The law provides for the granting of asylum dugee status, and the
government has an established system for provitinge protection to refugees. While the
asylum law gives officials broad authority to rejapplicants based on technical errors in their
applications, in practice this was not a problem.

NGOs were critical of procedures used to deterrhireage of illegal migrants who claimed to be
minors. The Border and Alien Police used X-rayamblicants' wrists to decide whether an
applicant was below the age of 18. Several NGOgeaarghat this procedure could not confirm
with sufficient accuracy an applicant's age, arad tither procedures should be implemented.
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The country operates a facility for unaccompaniéaons, which provides all social services and
education, and provides for freedom of movemem&dIGOs expressed concerns regarding the
guarantine procedures with unaccompanied minorsvigiout direct human contact for seven
days.

Safe Country of Origin/Transit: Authorities are required to ensure that the Wwellg of individual
asylum seekers is not threatened if they are degpdota non-EU "safe third country.” The
country was criticized for including on its "safertl country" list countries where same-sex
sexual acts are illegal. The Border and Alien Roliere criticized for lacking the information
necessary to determine whether a given countrydvoelsafe for persons facing deportation
there.

Refoulement: In April 2010 the government extradited an Algernational and alleged terrorist,
Mustapha Labsi, to Algeria despite an interim measssued by the ECHR that specifically stated
that he should not be expelled to Algeria untielxbausted all legal avenues for his asylum claim,
including the Constitutional Court. Labsi was egitad before he had time to appeal to the
Constitutional Court. In June the ECHR ruled agatims country in the case, concluding that it
violated Labsi's rights.

Accessto Basic Services: NGOs had access to refugees and asylum seekétgein Interior
Ministry facilities and participated in the prowsi of social and support services. NGOs also
provided legal support and representation to illeggrants and persons in the asylum process.

There were reports of aliens granted subsidiarieptimn having limited access to healthcare. The
Ministry of Interior issued health insurance docataéion directly to aliens with subsidiary
protection, which created some instances of coofuamong health providers who often did not
know which medical procedures would be coveredeypolicy.

NGOs reacted critically to legislative and polidyanges implemented during the year that
allegedly threatened the future provision of leggdistance to migrants in administrative
detention. A European Return Fund call for proppgalAugust by the Ministry of Interior, which
had previously funded legal assistance to detaimgdants, no longer supported this activity. The
government insisted that it would provide legaliagstead directly by the government through the
Bureau of Border and Alien Police (BBAP) and thantée for Legal Assistance. According to
NGOs, however, the center's statutes did not eriatalgrovide legal assistance to foreigners in
administrative detention, and the center itseliestdhat it lacked the resources to provide such
assistance. In November the BBAP stated that theipon of legal aid did not fall within its
competencies. New legal rules that came into effggtear's end mandated that only attorneys-at-
law would be able to provide legal assistance taided migrants; previously, legal experts who
were not necessarily attorneys could provide legalices to migrants. NGOs viewed this change
disapprovingly, pointing to a lack of attorneys wspecialize in migration and asylum
proceedings. NGOs expressed concerns that thergoeet would not be able to ensure the
provision of legal aid and would be in breach a@érinational obligations.

Temporary Protection: The government provided "subsidiary protectiamkiich is granted if
asylum is denied but the individual is not eligibde deportation to his or her country of origin
due to administrative problems or fear for the peissafety. A criticism of the subsidiary
protection system related to the periods for wiitietas granted. The law requires aliens with
subsidiary protection to renew their status evegrywhich in practice, in view of procedural
requirements, meant renewing their status evemdths. Critics argued that the uncertainty
created by the relatively short periods of tempprasidence granted each time could cause
problems with finding stable employment.

During the year authorities granted 104 personsididry protection, compared with 91 in 2011.
The Border and Alien Police can also grant "toledlatesidency.” Between July 2011 and June
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2012, 375 individuals received tolerated residesyaempared with 350 during the previous 12-
month period.

EU law defines the provision of temporary protectidhere was no use of this provision during
the year.

Section 3. Respect for Political Rights: The Right of Citizensto Change Their Gover nment

The constitution and the law provide citizens tigatrto change their government peacefully, and
citizens exercised this right in practice throughiqdic, free, and fair elections based on unidersa
suffrage.

Elections and Political Participation

Recent Elections: The most recent parliamentary elections were imeMarch. Citizens voted six
political parties into parliament in free and felections. One of the six parties (Smer-SD)
commanded a parliamentary majority (holding 83%0 $eats) and therefore governed alone.
Smer-SD party leader Fico led the government asgminister. This marked the first time since
the Velvet Revolution that a single party gainedwggh seats in parliament to form a government
alone.

Communal elections were held in November 2010.gatens of vote buying accompanied the
elections, particularly in Romani communities ie #astern part of the country, and other
infractions. Consequently, 20 councils had to regesr elections in June 2011.

Participation of Women and Minorities: There were 28 women in the 150-seat National Cidun
44 women on the 84-seat Supreme Court, and one wonthe 15-member cabinet.

The party Most-Hid ("Bridge"), which promotes greratooperation between the country's
Hungarian minority and ethnic Slovaks, held 13 s@aparliament, nine of which were occupied
by ethnic Hungarians. The March elections also dginbin the first Romani Member of

Parliament (MP) since the Slovak Republic gainel@pendence. Roma nevertheless continued to
be underrepresented in communal and national eéebtidies. NGOs expressed concerns over
vote buying tactics targeting marginalized Romammunities during the March parliamentary
elections, as well as anti-Romani rhetoric by exts¢ and some mainstream political parties in
campaigns.

Section 4. Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Gover nment

The law provides criminal penalties for corruptlmnofficials; however, the government did not
always implement the law effectively, and someaidfs engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity. There were also concerns, particularlhia business sector, about the "privatization of
justice,” and some NGO governance experts reptinccourt proceedings had become a contest
of vested interests and persons with connectiotisetgudicial powers. The World Bank's
Worldwide Governance Indicators also reflected toatuption remained a problem.

Headed by a director who reports directly to therior minister, the Bureau of Inspection Service
of the Police Force is responsible for investigaiolice abuses. The inspection service, the
police corps, the police department's organizedetnit, and individual citizens, among others,
may initiate cases.

The Ministry of Interior is responsible for deveiog the government's overall strategy for
combating corruption, with a specific focus on istigation and enforcement. The Specialized
Criminal Court is responsible for most corrupti@tated prosecution efforts. The general
prosecutor, appointed by parliament and indepenafethe executive and judicial branches, also
plays a leading role in prosecuting corruption. Geernment Office of the Slovak Republic,
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which oversees the state administration and answeh& prime minister, also plays a role in
developing anticorruption legislation and regulasio

In June 2011 the former governing coalition electetw prosecutor general, Jozef Centes, to fill
the post that had remained vacant since the preyimsecutor general completed his term in
February. The vote was mired in political and pchgal complications, resulting in several
rounds of voting before the final vote. Since tiadl vote, however, President lvan Gasparovic
refused to appoint Centes to his elected postnatgi the need to wait for a pending
Constitutional Court decision on the legality of tote. President Gasparovic also said that he
was not convinced that Centes would be propeti@ipbsition, based on his perception of Centes'
previous actions and decisions as deputy prosegetwral. The media and the governing
coalition criticized the president for his inacti@sserting that he is legally obliged to appoint
elected candidates and does not have the rigivialoate Centes' personality beyond the criteria
stipulated by the constitution. Gasparovic courttesigch criticisms by arguing that the
constitution does not set any specific deadlineafggointing elected candidates.

The law requires income and asset disclosure bgiafgal and elected officials and mandates a
parliamentary conflict of interest committee to ntonand verify such disclosures. A general
summary of the declarations was made availableggublic, and there were penalties for
noncompliance. Concerned NGOs considered the dédarforms to be too general, however,
because they did not identify clearly the valuassdets, liabilities, and interests declared. Assets
and income(s) of spouses and dependent childremtoaye filed periodically when changes occur
in their holdings.

There was good public access to government infeomadue to related laws that were
implemented effectively. The list of exceptiongptlic disclosures was short, time limits for
providing information were brief, and fees for pgesing information were low.

Section 5. Gover nmental Attitude Regar ding I nter national and Nongover nmental
I nvestigation of Alleged Violations of Human Rights

A variety of domestic and international human rightoups generally operated without
government restriction, investigating and publighiineir findings on human rights cases.
Government officials were usually cooperative, @lith NGOs reported that at times government
officials appeared to view their activities withsgicion or mistrust.

Government Human Rights Bodies: Jana Dubovcova headed the Office of the Ombudgpran
Public Defender of Rights) and submitted an anregdrt on human rights problems to the
president. In contrast to her predecessor, Dubaatso commented on Romani problems,
serious problems in the judiciary, and other humigints violations. The office also continued
previous areas of focus, such as court delaygjreimis rights, and procedural shortcomings by
institutions. In general the ombudsman's work watssabject to executive interference. Human
rights activists considered the entity to be effecat raising the profile of fundamental rights
problems throughout the country.

The country has an 11-member parliamentary HumghtRiand National Minorities Committee.
The committee held regular sessions during the. year

In September parliament abolished the positionepiudly prime minister for human rights,
dividing the portfolio among several ministries. dWehuman rights organizations criticized the
measure strongly, insisting that the newly divigedtfolio lacked central coordination and
responsibility for human rights policy. Some suggdghat the division of the portfolio was an
intentional move to dilute the government's respmiity for human rights problems. NGOs were
critical of the decision to transfer the main paftshe portfolio to the Ministry of Foreign and
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European Affairs, arguing that the ministry lackebbvant expertise, while also expressing
suspicions about the transfer of responsibilityther situation of Roma to the Ministry of Interior.

The government insisted that human rights wouldui&ciently covered within the new structure,
and claimed that the minister of foreign affair$ais also a deputy prime minister) could ensure
coordination by chairing the government's CoungiHuman Rights, National Minorities, and
Gender Equality. The council, which fulfills an a@stwy role on human rights problems, consists
of representatives from the government and ciledy. It may issue statements or
recommendations on problems relevant to humansight

In October Prime Minister Fico approved the creatba government committee dealing
exclusively with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendad Intersex rights. The committee was a
standing expert body of the government's CounciHaman Rights, National Minorities, and
Gender Equality, and was chaired by Minister otidasTomas Borec.

Section 6. Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons

The constitution and the law prohibit discriminatisased on race, gender, disability, language,
sexual orientation and/or gender identity, or dagt@us; the government made efforts to enforce
these prohibitions in practice.

Women

Rape and Domestic Violence: The law prohibits rape, including spousal rapkhdugh the
government enforced the law effectively, rape wasi@derreported problem according to NGOs
and academics. As of November 87 rapes, 56 casexoél violence, and 450 cases of sexual
abuse were reported. Rape survivors had accekslters and counseling offered by NGOs and
government-funded programs.

Domestic violence against women continued to behblem. It is punishable by two to 12 years'
imprisonment. The law provides stricter sentenocesiblence directed toward members of the
same household and allows for continued criminas@cution even when a spouse drops charges.
The law specifically prohibits suspected offendess reentering the victim's home for 48 hours
after an incident was reported. While the law podkidomestic violence, it was widespread, and
activists claimed that the government did not esédhe law effectively. As of November
authorities recorded 321 cases of abuse of a meofilb@usehold during the year. According to
local NGOs, domestic violence often was underregbdie to the social stigma associated with
being a victim; crime statistics did not adequatelject the extent of the problem.

Sexual Harassment: The law defines sexual harassment as unlawfatidation. There were
few statistics available to measure the frequemsewerity of the problem.

Reproductive Rights: The government recognized the basic right of tesipnd individuals to
decide freely and responsibly the number, spaend,timing of their children. Contraception was
widely available, but the individual, not the pwhitiealth services, must cover the costs.
According to NGOs, the high cost of oral contracaptn the country and the lack of public
subsidization constituted a significant barrieatzess. According to the UN Population Fund's
2012 State of World Population Report, 80 percémarried women between 15 and 49 used
modern methods of contraception. Between 15 anav@8)en must have the approval of their
parents to obtain a prescription for oral contréioep Women had access to extensive
reproductive health services.

Discrimination: Women and men are equal under the law, incluéingly law, property law, and
in the judicial system; however, discrimination mgawomen remained a problem in practice.
The Gender Equality Committee of the Governmentri€dwn Human Rights had not dealt with
substantive gender-related problems by year's@m& National Center for Human Rights
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continued to receive a limited number of gendecrthisination cases; underreporting, however,
remained a problem. The Ministry of Labor, Soci#flais, and Family operated a gender equality
department. Although women are legally protectedhfdiscrimination in the labor market, NGOs
reported that many women were dismissed from jbbs upon becoming pregnant. According to
the statistical office, in 2011 the gender pay wag 24.2 percent. According to outside experts
and the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, and Féymihe reported wage differences were due to
low patrticipation of women in higher-paid managet@asitions and a lower representation in
private sector jobs in general, and large numbievgmen working in low-paid occupations such
as education, healthcare, social work, and ligthistry. In 2011 women represented 42 percent of
the workforce in private sector higher paying jobs.

NGOs continued to advocate increased opporturitiethe political participation of women, who
were underrepresented in almost all spheres of@lifigl. During the March parliamentary
elections, 26 percent of the candidates were wonesnjting in 16 percent of elected Members of
Parliament being women. No women ran for the pasitif Chair of the Regional Self
Government, while women took 38 percent of Slovaltarropean Parliament seats. There was
one female member of cabinet. Women held 9 pefeBtate Secretary posts and 64 percent of
judges were women.

Children

Birth Registration: Children acquire citizenship by birth to at lease citizen parent, regardless of
where the child is born. Each domestic birth iorded at the local vital statistics office. If the
child is born in a foreign country, the foreignthicertificate must be notarized, translated, and
submitted to a special vital records office adntarisd by the Ministry of Interior.

Child Abuse: Child abuse remained an underreported problemrdig to child advocates. A
number of children's foundations operated progrimmabused children.

The government's National Action Plan for Childfen2009-12, funded through the government
budget, focused on training social workers andrgpthefessionals dealing with children, as well
as public education campaigns against corporalspument and sexual abuse of children. By
November 464 cases of sexual abuse were reported.

Child Marriage: The legal minimum age for marriage is 18 yearseXceptional cases, based
upon request of one of the marrying couple, conpeteurt may allow marriage of a person as
young as 16, if both parents consent. In 20104{atata available) 1,300 women and 436 men
ages 19 and under were married in the country.

Sexual Exploitation of Children: Rape and sexual violence carry penalties oftfive5 years'
imprisonment, depending upon the injury or harmsealthe victim, and the motive. The law
establishes 15 as the minimum age for consenswal’ ke law prohibits child prostitution — a
form of trafficking in persons — however, accordinghe UN, it remained a problem in the
poorest Romani settlements.

The production, distribution, or possession ofatipibrnography is also a crime with penalties
ranging from two to 20 years' imprisonment.

Institutionalized Children: According to 2010 data (latest available), theeze 5,263 children in
residential institutional care, the majority of whavere Roma. Foster care or other forms of
outside institutionalized care accommodated 8,6@@ren. There were 94 children’'s homes as of
2010. According to law children under the age oé¢hmust be cared for by foster families rather
than being placed in orphanages. For older childvgghanages served as long-term care facilities
rather than short-term residences. Activists clditiiat orphans had difficulty integrating into
society at age 18, when they were expected toiatsgpendent life, and faced an elevated risk of
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falling victim to trafficking. The Ministry of Labig Social Affairs, and Family operated small-
group homes for young adults aging out of fostee.ca

International Child Abductions: The country is a party to the 1980 Hague Conwenbin the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction. For infmation see the Department of State's country-
specific information at www.travel.state.gov/abdoietcountry/country _3781.html.

Anti-Semitism

Jewish community leaders and 2011 census dataagstirthe size of the Jewish community at
approximately 2,000 persons.

The law provides for penalties of two to six yeargrisonment for membership in an extremist
group and three to eight years for production dfeawist materials.

Organized neo-Nazi groups with an estimated 500eatembers and several thousand additional
sympathizers spread anti-Semitic messages.

While direct denial of the Holocaust was uncommexpressions of support for the World War I-
era Slovak fascist state, which deported tensaighnds of Jews, Roma, and others to death
camps, occurred during the year.

The People's Party-Our Slovakia (LS-NS) group, Wigigpressed support for, and used the
symbols of, the World War ll-era fascist Slovaketarganized numerous marches and
gatherings throughout the year. In March and Octcrealler groups gathered at the grave of the
president of the World War ll-era Slovak state,eldaso, to commemorate the founding of the
Slovak fascist state.

The Nation's Memory Institute (UPN) provided acaespreviously undisclosed records of the
Slovak regimes from 1939-89. However, Jewish conityleaders criticized the institute for
paying too much attention to the persecution ofrpnent figures of the Fascist Slovak state
during World War Il and playing down their rolesaopporting anti-Semitic policies. One of the
members of the UPN Board, Arpad Tarnoczy, wasah@ér chair of the Union of Anti-
Communist Resistance (ZPKO) known for his pro-Heatiments. The ZPKO published a
newsletter Svedectvo (Testimony), which Jewish community officials criied for praising the
wartime fascist state. In October the UPN releaspdblication about the World War 1l political
figure and priest Jan Ferencik, who was later perteel by the Communist regime. The
publication focused on Ferencik's repression anehgtayed his praise of Hitler and anti-Semitic
policies during the war.

The Ministry of Interior monitored violent extrerhgroups, and police monitored Web sites
posting hate speech.

Trafficking in Persons

See the Department of Statétsfficking in Persons Report.

Per sons with Disabilities

The law prohibits discrimination against personthyihysical, sensory, intellectual, and mental
disabilities in employment, education, access tthecare, air travel and other transportation, or
the provision of other public services. Personé disabilities were able to vote and participate in
civic affairs. In practice, however, experts repdrthat access to buildings and higher education
remained a problem, and laws to assist studenksdigabilities had not been implemented with
regard to school facilities or educational materidlhere were reports that persons with severe
physical disabilities received less than the mimmuage in some instances.
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NGOs reported limited resources for psychiatriecaustside of Bratislava, a lack of community-
based psychiatric care, and an absence of mechatosmonitor human rights violations against
persons with such disabilities. Psychiatric insiitus and hospitals, which fall under the purview
of the Ministry of Health, continued to use cagdst restrain patients. The law prohibits both
physical and nonphysical restraints in social temmes managed by the Ministry of Labor, Social
Affairs, and Family. Several NGOs conducted pubticcation campaigns on mental illness and
worked cooperatively with the Health Ministry.

No broadcaster implemented legislation requiringvigion stations to provide voiceover for
blind viewers. While the law defines mandatory d&nds for access to buildings, NGOs noted
they were not fully implemented, although accegsrieately owned buildings improved more
rapidly than access to state buildings.

The government's Council on Human Rights, Natidalorities, and Gender Equality operated a
committee for persons with disabilities. The couserved as a governmental advisory body and
included representation from NGOs working on digiproblems.

National/Racial/Ethnic Minorities

Societal discrimination against Roma and individuzInon-European ethnicity was common.
According to government sources, Roma were thengklemgest ethnic minority with a

population of 105,000 according to the 2011 censsdight increase from the 2001 census.
However, experts estimated that the Romani pojulatias actually between 350,000 and
500,000 and hence might form the largest minonigug in the country. The discrepancy was
attributed to many Roma identifying themselves aagé#rians or Slovaks. At least 150,000 Roma
resided in poor, marginalized communities.

According to the census, ethnic Hungarians reptedeapproximately 458,000 of the overall
population, a decrease from the 2001 census.

NGOs reported racially motivated attacks on mimesi{Roma and others) throughout the year,
but authorities' investigation of such incidentse@ by jurisdiction. As of November authorities
received 105 reports of violent crimes with a reoraextremist motive, and 27 cases of violence
against groups. Roma were singled out for violeaod, police detained numerous individuals for
racially motivated attacks against Roma. In Maypartsentenced two Romani men to 13 years'
imprisonment for a racially motivated attack andttieof a non-Romani man.

Extreme rightist, nationalist, and neo-Nazi groapstinued to hold events designed to intimidate
minority groups. The groups' members held gathertoggommemorate the wartime fascist state
and to spread messages of intolerance againstethdireligious minorities. In addition to
commemorating historical events and figures assatiith the World War Il Fascist state, the
LS-NS and other far-right groups organized anti-Rgablic gatherings in locations where there
were tensions between Romani and non-Romani paoposaias well as marches in Bratislava in
October and November, attended by several hundrepl@. The gatherings often concealed their
true nature by claiming to be in support of isssiash as justice, equal application of the lawpor t
rally against anti-social behavior; their anti-Roat@racter was apparent from banners and
speeches displayed and given during the gatherings.

In March approximately 500 LS-NS supporters attenalenarch in the village of Krasnohorske
Pohradie in response to an extensive fire at tagbyekrasna Horka castle, started accidentally by
children from the local Romani community. Protest@lamed the entire Romani community and
Roma in general for the incident. Police prevertgccessfully the group from entering the
settlement. In April LS-NS leader Marian Kotlebaaibed ownership of plots of land in the
community where several houses inhabited by Roma tuéilt and announced his plans to "clean
up" his land. In September approximately 300 ofshigporters attended a gathering in the village,
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after he called on people to come and help hinndlgathe "waste" from his land. The police
prevented the majority of the group from enterimg Romani community; however, they allowed
Kotleba, together with a small group of assistait®nter and survey the land. The LS-NS leader
obstructed municipal initiatives to sell municigatiwned land to Roma who resided in houses
built on the land.

In September the Mayor of Partizanske supportetighyla march for "the rights of decent
people," attended by approximately 300 local regglelThe march was aimed against a local
Romani community that the non-Roma population peeckto be a source of crime. The march
was attended by approximately 200 far-right extegspiwho unsuccessfully tried to enter the
Romani community.

In general the police responded quickly and pedlgefusuch gatherings and prevented crowds
from entering Romani communities or inciting comftations.

The law prohibits defamation of nationalities irbpa discourse; however, authorities enforced
this law only when other offenses, such as assauléstruction of property, were also committed.
There were instances during the year of publiciEis at every level defaming minorities and
making derogatory comments about Roma.

Anti-Romani sentiments permeated public and palititiscourse. In the run up to the March
parliamentary elections, several parties resodexhti-Romani rhetoric, often painting Roma as a
burden on society or referring to "Gypsy parasitisApart from far-right extremists, some
mainstream politicians also made remarks that weregatory or dehumanizing towards the
Roma. In July, for example, an opposition MP ddémztiRoma living in marginalized
communities as belonging to three categories: gedyllf-people, and pigs. NGOs engaged in
monitoring activities noted that media reports @ning Roma overwhelmingly focused on crime
or other problems associated with socially excluc@ummunities, or referred to Romani ethnicity
in reporting on crimes when the perpetrators' eityhdid not warrant being mentioned, while non
-Romani ethnicity was not explicitly stated whepading similar crimes. When in June an off-
duty policeman shot and killed three members obm&ni family, NGOs observed a tendency in
the media to look for justification for the act. G criticized statements by some political leaders
and government officials for emphasizing what ttedeled as repressive measures when
presenting reform initiatives aimed at marginaliRaimani communities.

Widespread discrimination against Roma continueshiployment, education, healthcare,
housing, and loan practices. Roma continued todeamimination in accessing a wide variety of
commercial services, including restaurants, hdansa and public transportation. NGOs asserted
that the cases of discrimination reported to I&gdp lines represented only a fraction of
discrimination cases in practice. In many cases &wmdividuals from socially excluded
communities did not report discrimination. In orzse a Romani woman was prevented from
entering a nightclub, which allegedly stated orFéigsebook page that it did not admit Roma.
NGOs continued to report cases of police harasshes®d on ethnicity. A district court in Kosice
decided to restart the trial of a group of policers accused of abusing in 2009 a group of
Romani boys ages 10 to 16, arrested for robbingraan. The accused did not agree with
continuing the trial after one of the judges onpleel had to be replaced. Previously, they also
had blocked the proceedings by failing to attenatichearings.

Activists frequently alleged that employers refusetiire Roma, with an estimated 80-90 percent
of Roma from socially excluded communities beingmployed. NGOs working with Roma from
socially excluded communities reported that, wjoleapplications by Roma were often
successful during the initial phase of selectiara majority of cases employers excluded these
applicants once they were found out to be Romae£akdiscrimination in hiring were rarely
pursued through the courts. One NGO reported awhsee a Romani man was transferred from
the job of baked goods delivery man to a differwer paid position because a customer
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complained she did not want a "gypsy" delivering lteked goods. In another case, a young
Romani man who was serving meals in a cafeteriaref@aced by a non-Romani worker
allegedly because the customers did not want thedls to be served by a Rom.

Local authorities forced evictions of Romani inhtabts, demolished their improvised housing, or
blocked them from obtaining construction permitporchasing land. NGOs reported an
emerging trend where some municipalities labeleddl homes and settlements as illegal "waste
dumps" in order to expedite the demolition proc&s® Batizovce municipality demolished
several homes built on municipal land in June, wigimilar demolition close to Presov and a
demolition of a large settlement with approximatebp inhabitants in Kosice taking place in
October.

NGOs reported persistent segregation of Romani wmamenaternity wards in several hospitals in
the eastern part of the country, where they weteramodated separately from non-Romani
women and not permitted to use the same bathroathtodets. Hospitals claimed that women
were grouped according to their levels of hygieme adaptability, not racial lines.

Romani children from socially excluded communifi@sed educational segregation in terms of
their disproportionate enroliment in special schawltheir placement in segregated classrooms
within mainstream schools, which were predominastignded by either Romani or non-Romani
children.

While education is universal and free through tbstgecondary level and compulsory until the
age of 15, Romani children exhibited a lower attatoe rate than other children. Authorities
disproportionately enrolled Romani children in "sig#' schools for children with mental
disabilities, with later reevaluations often reweglthat those same students would have likely
succeeded in mainstream educational institutiorspecial school education did not provide
Romani children the knowledge or certification resagy to pursue higher education. According
to a September 2010 report by Amnesty InternatidRainani children comprised 85 percent of
the students in special schools. Regular schodlseisame communities had very few Romani
students, especially at the secondary school |&hel.registered student body of many special
schools was nearly 100 percent Roma, according3® keports.

The government did not provide data on the pergentd Roma students in special schools, since
it did not collect data on ethnicity. As of Septeanthere were 413 special schools and 349
special classrooms within regular schools. 25,48dents were enrolled in special schools and
10,433 enrolled in special classes within reguthiosls in the public education system.

NGOs continued to implement educational program@uih community centers operated by
local councils to reduce the number of Romani chitdenrolled in special schools or special
classes. These programs included preschool andsafteol work to improve basic motor and
other skills and habits in neglected children, ébgravoiding their referral to diagnostic centers
and ultimately special schools. Social workers alsoked with parents in socially excluded
families to help them understand the importancatteinding a regular school, since Romani
children were often placed in special schools Withagreement or at the request of their parents.
These projects, however, depended on the goodimilgtive, and budgetary resources of local
councils and NGOs and did not achieve wide coverdgportedly the extra funding that special
schools or classes received for each student, aeahpa regular schools or classes, might have
led to an excessive number of children, and pdartyuRomani children, being enrolled in such
special schools and classes.

Romani children from socially excluded communitiso faced segregation in regular
educational establishments. There were reportstmfas having predominantly or almost
exclusively Romani pupils from several surroundimgnicipalities. This meant that, in practice,
non-Romani children often attended a different stkttan Roma from the same area. In some
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predominantly Romani municipalities the parentaafi-Romani children, who preferred that
their children attend a different school with noarR, further entrenched the segregation of
Roma and non-Roma in schools.

Segregated classrooms within mainstream schools @@nmon. Schools often justified the
segregation as being in the children's best interss$ often claimed that Romani parents preferred
their children to attend segregated classrooms. $i@@orted that all Romani children attended
segregated classrooms, not just those from marggmatommunities or with special learning
needs. In a landmark decision in December 201istaad court ruled that segregation of Romani
children in a school in the eastern Slovak towSafisske Michalany was illegal. The court did
not agree with the school's justification that slegregation was in the interest of the Romani
children from marginalized communities, given trepecial learning needs. The school had
allegedly implemented segregated access to thgnolagd and, while non-Romani children
received a hot lunch in the cafeteria, Romani ceildeceived a cold lunch in their classroom. In
October the regional court confirmed the verdiat ardered the school to desegregate by
September 2013.

At the beginning of the year, the government adbpt&lational Strategy for the Integration of
Roma until 2020, mandated by the European Comnmis$ioe strategy emphasized
desegregation, getting Romani children out of sdesthools, hiring teaching assistants, and other
measures designed to help marginalized Romanirehildbtain effective education. In September
the Ministry of Education, Science, Research, gmartSaunched a two-year pilot project

involving 200 schools, which provided all-day ediumaal activities for marginalized children.

In October the government appointed MP Peter P@Wddo kept his parliamentary post), a Rom
with extensive NGO experience in social work, asRfenipotentiary for Romani Affairs. The
plenipotentiary maintained five regional officesstgpervise the implementation of governmental
policy on Romani problems, support infrastructuegelopment, and cooperate with
municipalities and villages to improve interactimetween Romani and non-Romani populations.
The plenipotentiary's office fell under the juristitbn of the Ministry of Interior, which some
NGOs thought was inappropriate in view of the nimis law enforcement focus. The Ministry of
Labor, Social Affairs, and Family assigned spegitithined social workers to Romani settlements
to assist with government paperwork and to advateténportance of education and preventive
health care. The Government Council on Human Rjgtsional Minorities, and Gender
Inequality operated a Committee for the Prevendint Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, Anti
-Semitism, and Other Forms of Intolerance.

The law provides for the imposition of fines on gavment institutions, civil servants, and legal
entities that did not provide information requit®dlaw in Slovak. The law authorizes the
Ministry of Culture to levy fines of up to 5,000res ($6,600) for noncompliance. Members of the
ethnic Hungarian minority criticized the provisiaa discriminatory and a restriction on their right
to free speech.

While Prime Minister Fico's first government, a litbi@n administration with the nationalist party,
in 2006-10 engaged in or at least tolerated anhigduan rhetoric, his current government took a
more conciliatory tone with its neighbor. In Octobier example, Prime Minister Fico met with
Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban in the Hungartown of Pilisszentkereszt, known in
Slovak as Mlynky, to open a new cultural centertha local Slovak population there.

An alleged 2006 attack and subsequent perjury elsaagainst Hedviga Malinova, an ethnic
Hungarian (who was a university student in Nitrghattime), continued to draw media attention
and raise questions about due process. Two youngaitegedly physically assaulted Malinova
after she spoke Hungarian. The district proseaypened, but then discontinued after two weeks,
the investigation into the incident. At that tinperjury charges were brought against Malinova,
allegedly for lying about the attack. In Novemb®8d 2 the ECHR accepted an agreement between
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Malinova and the government and subsequently dbpgpepending case. The agreement
obligated the government to express regret ovemided's case through a press release, which
former Prime Minister Iveta Radicova did at theibegg of the year. In June Malinova attended
a psychiatric examination ordered by the courtraeoto ascertain whether PTSD could have
influenced her testimony shortly after the attacR906. Malinova refused to answer the
psychiatrist's questions, but stated that she waitkthd any examination she was ordered to
attend. The prosecution then requested that Madit@/examined on an inpatient basis at a
psychiatric hospital. In August a Nitra districtucbrejected this request, and in September the
regional court confirmed the verdict but also stateat an inpatient examination could be used as
a last resort if she refused to cooperate. NGQ@sized the order, insisting that such an
examination would not be appropriate for deterngrtime mental health of a person in 2006, and
labeled the threat of being admitted to a psydiaispital as harassment.

Societal Abuses, Discrimination, and Acts of Violence Based on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity

The law prohibits discrimination in employment bdie® sexual orientation and gender identity.
According to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transge(idéBT) rights advocates, prejudice and
official and societal discrimination persistedhaligh no official cases were available for citation

In contrast to the previous parade, the third Blatia gay pride parade, held in June,
demonstrated more effective cooperation betweenegahd organizers, and no major incidents
were reported.

An opposition MP, Stefan Kuffa, made statemenisariament comparing LGBT individuals to
"the sick," and said that he considers it irresgmado let them "run around on the streets without
help."” A number of MPs rejected this and similarogg@atory remarks on LGBT rights.

Other Societal Violence or Discrimination

There were no reports of discrimination againsspes with HIV/AIDS.
Section 7. Worker Rights

a. Freedom of Association and the Right to Collective Bargaining

The law, including related regulations and statutostruments, protects the right of workers to
form and join independent unions of their choiceept in the armed forces. The law also
provides for unions to conduct their activitieshaitit interference, including the right to organize
and bargain collectively, and workers exercisede¢h@ghts in practice. The law recognizes the
right to strike with advance notice, both when ediiive bargaining fails to reach an agreement
and in support of other striking employees' demdadsdarity strike). Civil servants in essential
services, judges, prosecutors, and members of ilfiargndo not have the right to strike. The law
prohibits dismissing workers who legally particpat strikes; however, strikers were not ensured
protection if a strike was considered illegal oofiitial.

The government effectively enforced applicable lawsluding with effective remedies and
penalties. These procedures were, however, ocaliaubject to delays and appeals.

Workers and unions generally exercised these rightsactice without restrictions. Worker
organizations were independent of the governmeshipaiitical parties. There were no reported
violations related to collective bargaining rightsy any indications that employers refused to
bargain or bargained with unions not chosen by eakNeither were there any reports of
employers using hiring practices to avoid hiringkeys with bargaining rights. There were no
reports of antiunion discrimination or other forofemployer interference in union functions.
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b. Prohibition of Forced or Compulsory Labor

The law prohibits all forms of forced or compulsdafpor. Police are responsible for investigating
forced labor but faced challenges in effectivelfoeting the law.

There were reports that such practices occurrethibilkn and Romanian men and women were
reportedly forced to work in the country. In 20h@ police broke up a gang that organized illegal
employment for approximately 330 Ukrainians betw2@@6 and 2010, with two of the gang
members charged with trafficking. The Ukrainianioaals were found to have endured poor
living conditions and being forced to work 300-4@iurs per month. During the year the Police
Presidium cooperated with the National Labor Inspete (NLI) and carried out joint inspections
in several locations, with a focus on construcsaes. In May and June the Ministry of Interior,
together with the International Organization forgkéition, trained NLI staff in identifying
trafficking victims.

Also see the Department of Staf&'sfficking in Persons Report.

c. Prohibition of Child Labor and Minimum Age for Employment

The minimum age for employment is 15, although gmirchildren may perform light work in
cultural or artistic performances, sports eventgdvertising activities if it does not affect thei
health, safety, personal development, or schoolihg. National Labor Inspectorate and Public
Health Office must approve, determine the maximwurs, and set conditions for work by
children younger than 15. Children between 15 a&hdhay not work more than 20 hours per week
on average. This applies to all children who aghschool or full time university students; part
time university students older than 18 are excludeuah this provision. The law does not allow
children under 18 to work underground, work oveejror perform labor inappropriate for their
age or health.

Regional inspection units, which were under theoenes of the NLI, received and investigated
child labor complaints. Apart from regional inspentunits, the state Social Insurance Company
was also responsible for monitoring child labor leampliance. If a unit determined that a child
labor law or regulation had been broken, it turtiexicase over to the NLI. Enforcement was
consistent across all communities. The NLI enforttesi penalty and can impose fines on
employers and individuals that failed to reportcadsely.

There were reports that Romani children in somiese¢nts were exploited for commercial sex
(see section 6, children). NGOs reported that rResbani victims, including children with
disabilities, were exploited by family members tdrey Roma. Child labor in the form of begging
was a problem in some communities.

d. Acceptable Conditions of Work

The minimum wage was 337.70 euros ($445.70) petmdie minimum living standard (an
estimate of the poverty income level) was 194.58=($256.85) per month.

The law mandates a maximum workweek of 48 houcdyding overtime, except for people
employed in the healthcare sector, whose maximurkweek was set at 56 hours, including
overtime. In general overtime work could not exc&b@l hours per year; again, with the exception
of healthcare professionals, where under spea®es and under an agreement with labor unions,
overtime could reach 250 hours. Employees who wbdertime were entitled to an additional

25 percent of their premium hourly rate. Employeese obliged to provide 30-minute breaks
after six hours of work or after four hours for doyges younger than 18, and rest periods of at
least 12 hours between shifts, or 14 hours for eygas younger than 18. Employees who work
under conditions that endanger their health anetpate entitled to "relaxation” leave in addition
to standard leave and 35 percent of their premiaunli rate. Additionally employees that
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worked during government holidays were entitledricadditional 50 percent of their premium
hourly rate.

The labor code stipulates at least four weeks ptiahleave for every employee; those older than
33 receive five weeks of annual leave. Those engalay the education sector receive at least
eight weeks of annual leave.

Trade unions, local employment offices, and theisig of Labor, Social Affairs, and Family
monitored observance of these laws, and authogffestively enforced them.

The law establishes health and safety standardsii®ffice for Labor Safety generally
enforced. Approximately 299 labor inspectors iniggged companies for compliance with the
law. The Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, and Faynrmay impose financial penalties on
companies found to be noncompliant. If there afetgand security concerns at a workplace, the
inspectors can require companies to stop usingpawgnt that poses risks until safety conditions
are met. In cases where "serious misconduct" isd@i workplaces, the law permits labor
inspectors to impose additional financial penaltiesyoncompliant companies.

The 2008-2012 Plan for Occupational Safety and tH€&lSH) called for an approximate 5
percent annual reduction of occupational accidéits.OSH statutory and regulatory framework
is principally defined by two laws: the Law on Rycation and Safety in the Workplace and the
Workplace Inspection Law. Both laws have been atelfor a number of years, although minor
amendments were made over the last few years tiweassmpliance with EU directives. The
government prepared in 2010 regulations to gove3h @r specific industries; however, this
work had not been completed by year's end.

In 2011 the National Labor Inspectorate (NIP) carted nearly 20,000 inspections, including a
number of spot inspections that were held withocatning and could be used to investigate
charges of companies being in violation of OSH lations. Apart from the inspections, the NIP
coordinated with regional educational institutism$iost OSH-related conferences and training
sessions and provided more than 28,000 consulgation

In 2011 the NIP issued decisions in more than 2¢28es, amounting to 1.7 million euros ($2.2
million) in fines. The most significant problemsneen the areas of employee remuneration
(1,783 decisions), safety and health regulatio® @&cisions), and illegal employment (240
decisions). Four of these cases were in connewatithnillegal migrant work. Most labor law and
OSH standards violations were found in the trartsmod infrastructure sector.

Sear ch Refworld

by keyword
and / or country
| All countries ~|

Clear “ Search |
Advance: Searcl | Searcl Tips

Countries

» Slovakic
Topics

 Corruptior

http://www.refworld.org/cc-bin/texis/vix/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=517e6dc 05-11-201%



Refworld | 2012 Country Reports on Human Rightc®as- Slovakic Page2C of 20

Discrimination based on race, nationality, ethgicit
Freedom of expression

Impunity

Prison or detention conditions

Roma

Rule of law / Due process / Procedural fairness

http://www.refworld.org/cc-bin/texis/vix/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=517e6dc 05-11-201%



