
ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF 

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, AND INTERSEX PEOPLE IN THE NORTH MACEDONIA 

COVERING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2019

NORTH MACEDONIA

ACCESS TO GOODS AND SERVICES

In February, a trans woman was harassed at a pharmacy and 

denied hormones, which had been prescribed by her doctor. 

NGO Coalition Margins reported the case to the Pharmaceutical 

Chamber, the Ombudsperson, the Ministry of Health and 

the State Health Inspectorate. None of the authorities found 

discrimination to date. 

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

hand this year. NGOs documented 216 cases this year, 73 during 

were either dismissed or are pending. The authorities did not 

condemn any of the cases. 

Following the Minister of Health’s announcement in June, that 

Health

media. Following public pressure, the Ministry withdrew the 

decision. 

criticism for 

As part of the UPR, North Macedonia accepted recommendations 

BIAS-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

hate crimes this year. The police and prosecution failed 

to recognise and pursue these cases. NGOs documented 

EDUCATION

In July, the Parliament adopted the new Law on Primary Education, 

grounds of SOGI and making it mandatory for schools to report 

the law. 

systemic change is lacking. NGOs remained the only actors to 

address bullying.

North Macedonia accepted

school textbooks that stigmatise LGBTI people. 

EMPLOYMENT

The Commission for Protection from Discrimination (CPD) and 

the State Labour Inspectorate failed to establish discrimination 

in a case where a trans man was subjected to harassment during 

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

North Macedonia  14 UPR recommendations on 

SOGIESC issues and accepted all of them. 

against Discrimination was adopted, including SOGI as protected 

demonstration outside 

the Parliament in the morning, calling for adoption. The law was 

attitudes of some of the key leaders in the process, such as the 

President of the Parliamentary Commission for Labor and Social 

(DUI) said

LGBT. The law entered into force on 22 May.

The old CPD was dismissed in August, and the new Commission 

remains to be established. A public call for new members was 

announced in June, but further information on the procedure was 

not shared since then. NGOs are concerned no Commission will 

without an equality body for more than a year. 
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North Macedonia hosted a national LGBTI conference 

Macedonia  between 27-28 June, sharing good regional practices.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

took place on 29 June, with nearly 2,000 

participants. A few hundred counter-protesters gathered outside 

Human rights defenders). The 

counter-protesters chanted hateful slogans and were joined by 

The Pride Weekend and the March for Visibility of Trans people 

took place without incidents.

HEALTH

trans healthcare. In June, the Minister of Health made a public 

announcement during a conference that the costs of trans 

Bias-

motivated speech). His statements sparked public criticism and 

the decision was later withdrawn. 

not report them to the authorities.  

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

attacked by a group of 20 after Skopje 

Pride. They were dragged from taxis, beaten, and threatened 

expected.

LEGAL GENDER RECOGNITION

On 19 January, the European Court of Human Rights published its 

judgment in the  

case, establishing that the lack of a clear legal framework on 

in Macedonia, Person X had started hormonal therapy and 

undergone mastectomy in Serbia. He then changed his name in 

Macedonia, but was unable to change his gender marker and 

gendered personal ID number. The Court did not rule on the 

requirement of sterility, which the authorities claimed would be 

The Court also stated, that Macedonia had no clear position on 

the sterility requirement. The case of Person X was documented 

in a 

country. The judgment has not been implemented and Person 

X’s documents remain unchanged. 

year and prepared the draft section on LGR in the Law on birth 

a quick and transparent process, based on self-determination. 

PUBLIC OPINION

Institute for Human Rights, 80 per cent of respondents thought 


