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There was no in tha status of respect for religious freedom e&oﬁﬁ.ﬂ.%&.&ggsﬁ.
and govemment %88%8508:% religion. However, the
Govermman! B.ﬂ.o&.e%%,og groups registration the pasiod
covered by this report, and the seporatist region of Transnistria, 8 number of minority groups
have heen denled registration.
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Saction I. Religious Demography
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1/2 million. The Moldovan Orthodax Ggﬂa&é.g percent of the population
Moldovan over

betong to the Orthodox Church the 1,000 parishas and the
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school students and opticnal éig Ministry of Education had pianned
for the instruction to begin in September .g?a_glgségo.g
%gggg;ggggi country's schools,
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only to Jewish ts, schools receive the same funding as the state schools, and are
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refigious faiths. Agudath Israel a&&- v&mﬂ?g Miniatry of Education
since 1991, and a ¢ & in November are a number of theologics| Institutes
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The Government has denied recognition to the Bessarabian Orthodox Church in 1982, twice in 1996, and in

1967, During the period covered by this zsogci%s&s&.sngﬁisﬂod&
Bassarabian Orthodox Church was in 1902 when & number of priegts broke away from the Moldovan
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Bessarabia (the part Moldova batween the Nistru and Prut Rivers), subordinated iiself to the Bucharest
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is a "schismalic mavement.” The issue has polilical as %%3:%4&%
a8 to whether the Orthodgox Church should be united and toward Moscow, or divided with a branch
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affirming zaa&?ggg&ﬁ!;?gi;.ggoa&
gﬁggng_g% on the merits of the case. The Bessarabian Church
appealed the case o the Court of Human in June 1998, The Govermment submitied is
response in February 2000, which argued that the Bessarabian Church would interfere with an
Iintemal matter of the Moldovan Orthodox Church. in May 2001 the European Court of Human Rights agreed
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The law on refigion as amended 10 proselytizing-in beinging the legisiation in fine with the
*abusive prossiytizing,” which “an attompt to influence someone’s religious gﬂ
violance or abuss of authorily Thus far authorities have nol taken legal action agamst individuals
prosalytizing.

Tha law provides for restitution to repressed or exiled whose proposty confiscated
5?!8&352%?%35 xtended uauuasig
communities; however, the Moldovan Church been favored over othar religious groups in
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case during the period covered by this repon.
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detained for saveral days in 1080, The Methodist Church was denied in late 2000. The
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%593%5&?4%%.«85% into the monastery,
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in the case, but he to them. Moldovan Presidant Voronin tried to the monastery, claiming
he wanled lo go thers "as a Christian,” but was not allowed to cross the border into the saparatist
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é.g.sggiﬂag rue Orthodox congregation, apponents have
taken nggagéﬂi%gg%&nqg
Orthodox gm:.owngsgg!&gsio&g eﬁt?!ggg.o:%
representatives Church axamined these petitions, %gégﬂ incarcarsted
and the deceased among the supposed signatories, The priest of the first rue Orthodox-Moldova

persons ;
Church reportadly has been harassod and threataned. Local church member volunteers reportodly sleep in
his houss to protect him.

Dispules surrounding the Bessarabian Church and the Noul Neami  reflect a fundamental social
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who was implicated in the incident lost his bid for reslection. The Church was alfowad lo

In 2000 the Helsinki Committes for Human Rights in Moldava hosted several roundtable discussions on
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assistance for the Musiims' case in the Supreme Court of Justice and legal advica for the True Orthodox:
Moidova Church's case in the Court of Appeals,
.:.o_.&oﬂaﬂ.. gg.omifo negntive articies about relfigions other than the Orthodox
Church. oxample was the _c.»ao?s?ggn!&c& *Seacts in Moldova
Recrult Followsrs by Promining Everything, Afler Which they Separate Them from God Forever
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of Roverend Moon.
Section (V. U.S. Govemmant Policy
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, Musiim, Jewish, True Orthodox, and leaders, and legal representatives,
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case.
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