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organization Aswat Nissa. Paris Avenue, Tunis, 
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In 2017, Tunisia adopted one of the most progressive laws in the Middle East and North Africa to combat various forms of violence against 
women. Law-58 on the Elimination of Violence Against Women provided comprehensive prevention, protection, and prosecution 
mechanisms and support services for survivors, including dedicated police units, new mechanisms to obtain protection orders against 
alleged abusers, and the right to free medical care, counseling, and shelter, among other support services.    

However, in the report “So What If He Hit You?”: Addressing Domestic Violence in Tunisia, based on interviews with more than 100 
people, including 30 survivors, Human Rights Watch found that the Tunisian authorities’ poor implementation of the law left women 
exposed to domestic violence, and denied protection and assistance when they needed it. This includes police officers who dissuade 
women from filing complaints, failing to investigate or refer women for assistance, poor access to free legal counsel, the lack of sufficient 
funding for assistance to survivors such as an adequate number of emergency shelters and follow-up medical care. Tunisia’s 
discriminatory laws and policies such as deeming men as heads of households and discriminatory inheritance provisions continue to 
reduce Tunisian women’s social and economic power in relation to men leaving them exposed to violence. Women also often have 
nowhere to turn as social and family pressures are placed on them to put up with or reconcile with abusers rather than report their crimes 
and leave them.   

The report recommends measures for Tunisian authorities to take in order to fulfil Law-58’s promise to curb impunity for domestic abusers 
and empower women to make free choices when faced with an abusive man. 
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