+43 35 36 13 16

18-03 99 TOR 18:57 FAX +45 35 38 19 18 UDLENDINGESTYRELSEN DIR. -9+ I.\'TEfZNATIb-K

18-83-99 14.33.36

{

l8/03/99 12:81 MISSION DU DPNEMPRK GENEVE -+ UM

NIE’I‘r#ERa-JJ

Rewe UNHCR ELECTRUFIC CABLEK / TRLEX TRAWSMITTAL FORM A

- - 4 0P P €D 2 Ok P e T e B 22 D G R e s R W 09D D P P A b e

Your Fax Humber-> 445 35 36°19 16 Your User’'s ID Page 882

ND.418 PE9Z/8.3

m.

DRRSIED BY : ¥. Licdenut TYPED BY: ML

CLEARBD WITH : . . BAYE: xr"eP 99 S

CLERRED WITH - DATE: l IR

CLEARED WITH @ ’ DRIE: | -

AUTHORIZED BY: (1) M. Roggia - DATE: 36,03, !‘9 g o :

2 T DATE: s, 108

Pz Talecome - : '

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: o, }. ‘

DISTRIBUTION LISY:

COBEDR: PaX (ATTACHMENT goa/uo): Yo

_ ADOBESS LIST: (17 FAX I3 TO BEZ SENT TWOICATE PAX WUMBER) ’

F¥00 LIST U2 -

"zxu nzc:m LBAT: (TYPE ONE PILE RRFERENCE ON NBXT LINE ONLY|

F¥0)r £603-0079 . ‘

ucn[usc/onl

Ploase hnd attachrd umlcn snuauon naport en

. the Pormer Yugorisvia Opuration (Bosnie and Rersegoving, czouu, ’

Pederal Ropublie ot ruqoslavu and The tomr Yuqosuv Rapum:.c of
Macedonial . Do

Best rogerds. ' '

{UNBCR CRNRVA)

udbdbrAg < §- 1l

Yeed v2@ oM SLGBTA « YNINED YoHNN

O

BSIVY  EB/EBST ]

@o67

P



18703 "99 TOR 16:57 FAX +45 35 38 18 18
1B-83-99 14.34.21

a3

+43 35 36 19 16

Your Fax Number-> +45 35 36 19 16 Your User’'s ID

12/83/98 12:81 MISSION DU DANEMRRK GENEVE » UM NO. 416

r

Y3
“*

N T ™

o, # ~ .
lt%: "‘.‘ :; { - -'vmlww %"’“‘:

UNHCR SITUATION REFORT ON THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA OFPERATION
(BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, CROATIA, FEDERAL HEPUBLIC OF
"YUGQSLAYIA AND THE FORMER YUGOSLAY REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA}

DECEMBER 1RGBIANUARY 1999
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Security

The arvest of General Kestic (Bosnian Serb Army), indicted by the Intomational Criminal
Tribunal for the Pormer Yugoslavia ICTY) for war crimes for ovents which took place in the
‘ares of Srcbrenica in 1996, was followed by hostils demanstrations in Viasenics, Brarunac and
Zvormk. Three serunty incidents involving the use of explesive devices against the
Internanoanal Police Task Forcs (IPTF) personnel and property, which resuited in two civilians
being wyured, took plare in Viasenica and Bratunac on 3 and 4 December 1998 in retalistion
for Kestic's areest. :

In the marming of 9 January 1999, SFOR French troops sttempted to arvest Zorin Gegovie,
former Chief of Police in Foce/Srbinje and publicly indicted by ICTY. Gegovic resisted the
arrest and drove his vehicls a1 the soldiers who apened five and killed him. In reaction, later
that day a mob stormed the IPTF station and seriously best up two police monitors. Since then,
Foce/Sebinje remain tense wnd off himits to intemationsl organizations during nights. The entire

local potice force was placed on thies months” probation by PTF, pending the autcoms of their
nvestigation of the mculems

In the Moswmr area, on 7 De¢ember 1954, IFTE deploycd an Inspccuon Toam to Stahc
inspect the work of the Stolac police @ grevent ce mwmg%
secunty incidemts in October and Vogvhmb‘z‘?'" %ﬁs wer

resistance of ‘Bosaian Crost cxiremnists and ﬂ!egaf mders orgunized around the so-called

“Ronner Market”. A mob gathered in front of Stolae palice station, where IPTF was canying
out the inspeetion, and Torced TPTY 1o leave under SFOR escort.

In January, upon the strong pressuse of nternanonsl organvzstions and in resction to the sbove-
mennoned and other organized aniocks against iternatianal organizanons, for the first time
local courty wnitinted proceedings ogainst the “Renner Marker™ at the imter-entity boundary line
“between Stolac and Berkovici. The arrest of the son of the owner of the Rennar corpany by the
Cantonal pohice was intended to secve a3 & signal to illegal traders and smugglers, as well as to
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perpetrators of viclence against mmonty retumees, that the Fedsration laws will be enforced in -

Stolac municipality and that the situation of lawlessness, which had culminated in apen
chauangts to SFOR presence and activities, will not e allowed to conninue.
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Implementation of 1899 RRTF Action Plom

'Plannmg activities for lmpluncnunon of the 1999 Reconstrucaon and Retum Task Force

(RRTF) Action Plan proceeded in January 1999 A Flan Delivery Cell (PDC) wes established
on 28 December 1998, with the participation of the Office of the High Representative (OHR),
SFOR tnd UNHCR. The Coll was tasked with assisting OHR in the further devalopment of the
Action Plan. In January, as requesred by ths PDC, intemationsl organizations, including
UNHCR, submitted support plans 1o the RRTF Acuon Plan. OHR began to expand its
presence on the ground and sivengthen its central secretariat siructuse @ SII'IJGVO A fourth
OHR office was eswublished in Bihac, while OHR Special Envoys, reporting directly to tie
High Representstive, took up theic field posts. RRTF opened new ficld offices: in January
OHR Tuzls established locel RRTFs in Zvomik, Doboy and Tuzls imelf. SFOR intensified
preparations to support the Action Plan, including by gathering and shmng mfonmum on
spommoous returns and infrastructuce assessments, :

Stnnmhuung of the inscitutional framework for implementation of the RRTF 1999 Action Plan
fotuged on two elements: 2 strony corumitment by OHR to carry out consistent and systematic
intervention to promote minority retums and dismantle obstacles to retun at the political lavel,
enhanced . commitment by SFOR to support civilian implementation by. ensunng security
mdmons for remrmung sumorities.

To provide the RRTF Action Plan with the finansial resources and political SUpRONt necessary

| 10 its implementanon, OHR, UNHCR snd SFOR lppmmmi’tha donor community in various

fora with 2 request to donors to uphold commitmenss made at tho Peace Implermenation
Couneilon 15 and 16 Decambcr n Madnd (ses Regionsl Developments).

On 1S Imuary NATO Supreme Commandes w«uy Clark vicited Bosnia and Herzegovina
and received briefings from the vanous intemational orgenizations on the ground, including
UNHCR. Dunng the moeunz the General showed an spproach to returns which combines
planning and aggressive implementsnon as the central formuls. in response, UNHCR
highlighted the complexity of the return process, not least of all the politieal impediments, md

streassed that UNHCR plans ars based on beneficiaries’ decision 10 retumn, teking into account:

local authorines willingness fo welcome them, rather than on gwen priotity retum axes
identified through a top-dows planning process.

R!pstriutionfRemm Statisties and Trends

I January 1999, 2,500 refugees repammiated from (:emwty assisted thoough the REAG/GARP
govemment-spansored program. A review at the end of Junuary 1999 showed that the total
number of refugees repatrinting (rom abroad m 1998 reached 110,000 of wiuch 97,765 wers
sssisted returns, mostly from Gormany and Switzetland. Minarity retwns 0 and within Bosmia
and Herzegovins totaled 41,275 n 1998, out of which only 15,531 weve formally registersd in
their home communities, ‘often because of obstrucuon by the local suthorities. All othes
rsturneos “'relocated” ‘mosdy 10 “majority areas” in the Federation. Tuzla-Podrinje Canton
continued fo receive the highest number of relocation maverents [n 1998, the office of ths
International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Tuzle registered over 20,000 individuals

who repatnatcd under the REAGIGARP prograsn. Accordmg to Sanska Most mumclpa! dats,
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over 5,000 “relocatess” were registered during 1998, Throughout Bosnia and Herzegoving,
these rerumees continued {0 encounter significant sntegration problems, such as unemployment,
inability to regigter with the municipsl secretarials &S internally displeced persans. and
imposion of war taxes. Local housing officials claimed that the influx of “relocasees” has
further comprotused the limited absorption capanity of the concemed mumeipabties to the
demment of sacial stability and minoeity retums.

Mmomy Returns

On 10 and 11 December |998, the long-awaited start of the two-way retum of Bosnian Cmﬂ
DPs 10 the Bosmac-controlled ares of Bijelo Polje and of Bosnise Dps to the Bosnian Croat-
controllsd arsa of Rastau took place pescefilly, after & last-minute sgresment was reached for
Bosnisc DPs to vacate a further 31 Croat-owned houses in Bijelo Polje. The Bosnian Croat
rerum to Bijelo Polje of 10 Decomber was largely symbolic, howsvar, as none of the renugness
sisyed overnight. On 11 December, 30 Bosnisc families ceturned tw Rastani, assisrad by
SFOR, IPTF, local police and local suthonnes. Unfortunately, no further progress was made i
xmgkmenun; of' !hc OHR-negoristed Mostar Retun Agreement during Janusry. -

famle progress was mede on ﬁnallzmg the Kligs Plan for Retum, mnmly due ‘hc po‘mcnl
stalemate in Zvornik.

On 21 Jenuary UNHCR Sarajevo-Srebrenica bus line was insugurated. Seven Bosnian Serb
DPs maveled to Nidza while nine Bostuse DPs and severd) French jouralists made their trip to'
Srebrenica. The niric Bosniac women moved around Srebrenica frecly without incidents,
accompanied nonetheless by Basnian Serb policemen.

The Martin Brod Border Dispute

By the end of January, the Joint Border Commigsion had not made mny progress in resolving
the Martin Brod border dizpute between Crostia and Besnie and Herzegovina. Thanks 10 the
interventions of UNHCR in Zagreb with the Crostisn Governvment on 20 end 22 Janvary,
UNHCR gor access o the area through the Croatian conwolled barder-crossing. Canton |
Police and [PTF continued ta ba denied access. however, thus preventing retumees in the
Tiskovac area from heving access o local and invernational police. UNHCR reiterated that it is
essenda) to reinswte full freedom of movement for internunional orgenizations and individuats,

* to puaranice the sécurnity of retumees and fanlitate further return of minorities to the 3rea which
was. predaminantly inhsbited by ethnic Sarbs before the war. :

Propevty-Relstwd [ssues

On 2 Decembec, the National Assembly of Republiks Srpsks (RS) pramulgated a Law on the
Cessation of Application of the Law on the Use of Abandoned Property, wiuch entered into
force on 19 Necember 1998 This law enables pre-war residonts to reclaim their propesty in the
RS. While owners of private property can file their cldim st any time, pre-wor occupancy-night
holders of socially-owned apastments need to file tieir claims by |9 June 1999. Like similas
laws n the Federation, the new property law in the RS provides a legal framework for
repossession of property. While UNHCR weicomed the edoption of the new law in the RS,
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: implementation will be the most farmidable challenge. In the meantime, individuals who bave
| been approuching the compatent sythories eiready in Juuary were unsble o lodye their
i claims owing to the reported lack of preparedness by the competent administrative bodies and
| the lack of informanon among local housing officials that new propsrty legistation had indaed
| baen passed. , )

. In the Fedaration, implementation of the lews concaring private and socislly-owned property

; did not show any sign of improvemens. froblems continued to range from inconsistent practice
| by some locol suthonties to open obstructionism by others. An extra-legal directive issuod by
the Munistry of Intetior disablad local police officers from assisting in forced evictions of illegal
accupants without the prior approval of the Cantonal suthonties.

_ Kosovo Asylume-sechkars in Basnia and Herzegovina

Dusing January 1939, 240 new Kosovo refugees were regiswred by UNHCR Sarajevo. As of
end January 1999, the estmared total of Kosove refugees in Bosnia and Herzegovine stood at
10,000, owt of whom 1,500 werc accommodated in seven collective centers and 8,500 were
living in pnvets sccommodagon, meinly in Sersjevo Canton. Locsl suthonties continued
registening the refugees and issuing emporary admission cards. '

H]

CROUATIA
Resurn Movements .

" In December, UNHCR assisted five voluatary repatrianon movements from Federal Republic
of Yugostevia (FRY), bringing back a wial of 40 individuals. Januery saw five repatnation
movements with 26 individuals returaing, Implementation of the Renum Program since June
1998 has led to the voluntary repatristion of over 3,000 individuals from FRY to Cromia. All
thess are individusls who are returuing to Croatis for purposes of family reunion of to
tepossess thair own empty and inhabitsble homes. No progress was recordad with rogard 1
refugees wishing to retum to damaged/dessroyed housez nor ta their own hauses when they are
oceupied. :

Implementation of the Government Prngnin on Return

On 1 Pecember 1998, well beyond the deadline set in anticipanon of the Conference on
" Reconstruction and Development, the Govemment of Crastis adopted mandatory tstructions
for implemantation of the Reconsguction Program. These inswucnions provide non-
discriminstory procedures for granting reconstruction assistance and ccommiodation to all
persons covered by the Retum Program, including thoss who had not previously subsutted
requests for reconstruction assistance or could not exercise their rights pursuant to restrictive
provisions of the Law on Reconstructon. Reconseruction assisancs should cover all housing
destrayed or damagoed by 15 fanunry 1998 and mtusted n areas of revun. The Mandatory
Instrueions and the Program on Reconstrucrion were published in the Crostian Official
Gazette and enteced into force on 14 December 1998. For those who have already retumed,
the deadline for submitting applicatiors for revonstruction i 15 March 1999 or thres months
from the date of reum for those sull abroad. As was the case for other commitments
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