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TikTokers arrested for insulting Somalia's
president in a dance video
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Hassan Sheikh Mohamud made history in 2022 by becoming the first Somalia president to be elected for a second time

Police in Somalia have arrested four TikTokers for allegedly insulting President Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud in a dance video.

In the post several young men are seen dancing to a remix of a campaign song originally
used during the president's election bid in 2022, but with the lyrics altered to include
derogatory language.

In a statement, the police said the suspects were in custody and would be formally
charged. They have not commented since their arrest.

Several social media influencers have been arrested and jailed in the past for spreading
clan-based insults, incitement or "immoral" content on platforms like TikTok - but this is
the first case involving a top politician.

In August last year, seven TikTokers were sentenced to six months in prison by a court in
the capital, Mogadishu, for provoking civil unrest and spreading immorality.

The authorities said the behaviour in the recent video - the original of which has been
deleted but it still being widely shared on TikTok and other social media platforms -
constituted a criminal offence under Somali law.



Police spokesman Gen Abdifatah Aden warned the public that anyone engaging in similar
acts that disrespected national institutions or leaders would "face the full force of the law".

e 'Why | spent my university fees on Somali TikTok battles'
e Somalia TikTok ban plans leave creators anxious
e The TikTok fears and their impact on Africa

The arrests have reignited public debate over the role of social media in Somalia,
particularly TikTok, which has been at the centre of controversy in the past.

Some have expressed their support for the young men while others have defended the
arrests, saying freedom of expression should not extend to such levels - particularly in a
country still grappling with fragile governance.

TikTok is a popular platform in Somalia and within the large diaspora - especially among
the youth, who use it for political commentary and satire.

Many people also use it for business as well as a source of entertainment.

In 2023, the government considered banning the platform altogether, citing concerns over
national security, the spread of misinformation and the erosion of social and moral values.

The ban was not implemented at the time because of strong public opposition, but
officials warned that the platform was increasingly being used to spread harmful content
including extremist propaganda and defamatory material.

More BBC stories from Somalia:

e Somalia's football pitch that doubles as an execution ground
e The women at the centre of Somalia's construction boom
e Somali piracy 2.0 - the BBC meets the new robbers of the high seas
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Go to BBCAfrica.com for more news from the African continent.

Follow us on Twitter @BBCAfrica, on Facebook at BBC Africa or on Instagram at bbcafrica
BBC Africa podcasts
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