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Udtalelse fra UNHCR om situationen i @stslavonien

- Udenrigsministerict fremsendes vedlagt kopi af en fra UNHCR modtaget
udtalelse af 26. februar 1999 ymhandlende sitvationen i @stslavonien.
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BY PAX AND BY POST

Dear Mr. Torpegaard Hansen,

Reference iy made 1o Ms. Skipper’s letter of 12 Februasy 1999, in which Denmark asked for
information concerning the situation in the Croatian Danube region,

1 would like to confirm that the “UNHCR Position Paper regarding the Trestment of Asyium-
Seekers originsting from Esstern Slevonia™ of 11 Pebruary 1998 remains valid. The general
conclusion stated in the paper that some asylum-seckers from the region may indeed have 2
well founded fear of persecution within the terms of the 1951 Convention, remains UNHCR's
pasition. Each case, therefore, should be examingd on the individual facts and a judgement
should be made whether the harsssment and discrimination are 50 severe on s cumulative basis
as to aroounl to persecution and, hence, wervant the grant of refugee status. ’

On the prospecis for return of rejected asylum-seckers from Deamark after & full and fir
sssessment of their claim, UNHCR wonld like to highlight the following.

As your Government is swase, even if an individual is clewsly a citizen of the Republic of
Croatia and i in possession of Croatisn documentation, retumn would not be without difficulty.
AL the central level, the Government of Croatis has an official policy of non-discrininstion of
its citizens regardless of ethnicity — a policy which is aol fully implemented on the ground. As
repestedly reporied on by both UNHCR and the OSCE, ethnic Sexb returnces -- whether from
other parts of Croatis or abroad - continue to heve difficulties in enjoying a number of
entitiements such as herlth care, social and pension benefits and, in some cases, education.

More imporuantly, despite the official lsunch of the Crostian Return Programme on 26 June
1998, ethaic Serbs find it impossible in most cases to reposseas their property - or reassest
tanancy nghts over State-oumed property — and obrain sssistance for the reconstruction of
damaged houses. As elsewhere in Croatia, property reconstruction is limited and hes mainly
benefited ethnic Croats. Despite the esiablishment of 8 sumber of Housing Comrmissions
within the framework of the Government's return programme, the insbility of retumess to
occupy theiv rightful property remains s source of concem 1o the internationd! community.
Furthermore, the OSCE bnas identified shoricomings in the implementation of the
Government’s Programme for the Establishment of Tnist amongst all national commuaities.

Mr O. Torpegaard Hansen
Permanent Mission of Deamark
Cuge postale 435

56, rue de Maillebeau

1211 Geneva 19




8183799 11:1% FLYGTNINGESEKR. - +45 33919408 NR. 854 (383
Lor9Lr T 161y UNHCR DESKZ RBE - +41 22 J158U66 a2

...

Ethnic Serbs displaced from other parts of Croatia_to the Danube region have come under
tremendous pressure from ethnic Croats remrning to the region who wish 10 repossess their
property. This has resulted in @ msmber of incidents of intimidation and harassment.

Finally, the region continues io be economically depressed. Employmem opportunities are rare,
especially for ethnic Serbs whe continue to be discriminaied against in favour of ethnic Croats,
whether in the public or privete sector. The return of rejected asylum-seekers will undoubtedly
place an additional straia on the elready limited resources aveilable. Tt is important to recall
thet ethnic Serbs continue to leave the Croatian Danube region, slthouph in smaller numbers.
The continued departures are a strong indication of the sentiment of these populations of their
praspects for integration as full-fledyed citizens of the Republic of Crostia

1 bope the sbove informstion will be of use to the Danish authorities in deciding whether to
return rejected asylun-seekers from Eastern Slavonis, snd remain at your disposs! for any
additional information which you may require.

Yours sincerely

- ¢

Stins L
Desk Officer
Buresu for Europe




