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hursday, May 30, 201

Syria Situation Report: May 14 - 29, 2019

By ISW's Syria Team

The following Syria Situation Report (SITREP) Map summarizes significant developments in the war in Syria
during the period May 14 - 29, 2019. This SITREP coverage includes a reported chlorine gas attack by pro-
Bashar al-Assad regime forces, weaponized drone use by al Qaeda's affiliate in Syria, and ISIS's targeting of
U.S.-backed forces.

Syria Situation Report: May 14 - 29, 2019

1 May 22 - 23: Regime Arrests of Reconciled Opposition Leadership Continues to 5 May 21 - 26: Joint Opposition Operations Room Launches Counterattack in
Undermine Stability in Southern Syria: Syrian Military Intelligence detained a former Northern Hama Province. The Conquest of Damascus Operations Room - which includes
local opposition commander in Jaysh Mu'ataz Billah named Haytham al-Tariri in Jalin in Syrian Al-Qaeda affiliate ay’at Tahrir al-Sham (ITTS), the National Liberation Front (NLF)
‘Weslern Daraa Province on May 22. Hariri had joined the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) Fourth backed by Turkey, and Islamist group Jaysh al-Izza - recaptured the frontline town of Kafr
Armored Division. Reconciled former opposilion fighters laler established roadblocks and Nabouda in Northern Hama Province on May 21 - 22. Pro-regime forces laler regained control of
attacked a base of Syrian Military Intelligence in Jalin on May 23, taking a number of hoslages Kafr Nabouda on May 29. Fighting still remains ongoing. Pro-regime forces [irst seized Kalr
and demanding the release of Hariri. It remains unelear if or how the standoff has resolved. Nabouda on May 8 as part of a wider offensive against opposition-held Northern Hama Province.
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6 May 19: Pro-Regime
Forces Reportedly Use
Chlorine Gas in Northern

2 May 27: Israel Conducts Retaliatory
Strike Near Golan Heights: The Israel Defense
Forces (IDT) reportedly destroyed a ZSU-23-4
‘Shilka’ Anti-Aircraft Gun operated by the Syrian
Arab Army (SAA) 1215t Brigade on Tel Shaer in
Quneitra Province near the Golan Heights on
May 27. The IDF stated that the SAA had fired
upon a “routine flight” over the Golan
Heights. The SAA also claimed that
air defense systems intercepted a
number of projectiles fired into
Quneilra Provinee from the

Golan Heights on May 17 - 18.
Other reports claimed that the SAA
had fired upon several reconnai
balloons near the Golan Heights.

Latakia Province: Pro-regime
forces reportedly used shells with
chlorine gas to altack frontline
positions near Kabanah in Northern
Latakia Provinee on May 19, according to local
activists and media outlets affiliated with Al-Qaeda.
Sources varied on whether the strike targeted Syrian
Al-Qaeda affiliate Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) or
Al-Qaeda-affiliated Turkestan Islamic Party (T1P)
The U.S. State Department stated that the U.S.
would respond “quickly and appropriately” to

a confirmed chemical attack on May 21.

7 May 26: Leaders of Major Opposition
Factions Hold Meeting in Greater Idlib
Province: The senior leadership of at least five
major opposilion factions met at an unknown sile in
Greater Idlib Provinee to diseuss the ongoing combat
operations in Northern Hama Province. The meeting
included Syrian Al-Qaeda affiliate Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham
'TS) Emir Abu Mohammad al-Joulani as well as the top
leaders of Ahrar al-Sham, Suqour al-Sham, Jaysh al-Ahrar,
and Jaysh al-Izza. The meeting also included a representative from
the HTS-affiliated Syrian Salvation Government (SSG)
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3 May 23: HTS Attacks Hama
Military Airport: Syrian Al-Qaeda
affiliate Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
allegedly launched multiple weaponized
drones targeting the Hama Military Airport
west of Hama City. Pro-regime air defense
systems reportedly shot down the drones
withoul any damage to the base. HTS later
claimed to destroy an arms warchouse
with a “barrage of missiles” aimed at
Hama Military Airport. It is unclear
if this claim referred to a separate
attack on the same day.

8 May 17 - 18: HTS Emir Calls for Greater Opposition Military Deployments
to Repel Pro-Regime Offensive in Northern Hama Province: Syrian Al-Qaeda affiliate
Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) Emir Abu Mohammad al-Joulani released a new video address calling
on other opposition groups in Greater Idlib Province and Northern Aleppo Provinee to support efforts
to repel a pro-regime offensive in Northern Hama Province that began on May 6. Joulani eriticized opposition
groups backed by Turkey for failing to open fronts against pro-regime forces in Northern Aleppo Province. Groups
affiliated with the opposition Syrian National Army (SNA) backed by Turkey later began deploying reinforcements

from Northern Aleppo Province to Northern Hama and Southern Idlib Provinces on May 18.
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4 May 14 - 16: HIS Conducts
First Drone Attack Since Start
of Pro-Regime Offensive on
Greater Idlib Province:
Militants likely affiliated with
Syrian Al-Qaeda affiliate Hay'at
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) launched a
wave of weaponized drones targeting the
Bassel al-Assad International Airport held
by Russia on the Syrian Coast on May 16. Russian air defense systems engaged
the drones with no reports of damage or injury. Pro-regime forces also shot
down a weaponized drone in Northern ITama Province on May 14. These events
mark the first use of weaponized drones by opposition groups since the start of
the pro-regime offensive in Northern Hama Provinee on May 6.
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ga'b May 20 - 23: ISIS Continues Campaign Targeting Key Logisties Routes in Northern Syria: ISIS
detonated an SVBIED Llargeling a convoy of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) south of Shaddadi in Southern
Hasakah Province on May 20. The attack occurred on a highway connecting Hasakah and Deir e-Zor Provinces. Likely
ISIS militants later detonated a motoreyele-borne SVBIED near Tal Tamir in Northern Hasakah Province on May 23.
ISIS could intend to threaten movement along the M4 Highway that connects Hasakah, Ragqa, and Aleppo Provinces.
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