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© UNICEF/UN0162765/Al-Mohibany Local residents, including children, in eastern Ghouta queue for aid, 

March 2018

UN condemns Syrian 'war on children' as up to 30 
reportedly killed in clashes

16 November 2018 Peace and Security (/en/news/topic/peace-and-security)

The UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF (https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/30-

children-reportedly-killed-eastern-syria), has expressed alarm at reports that 

up to 30 children have been killed during recent violence in Al Shafa village, in 

eastern Syria.

Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, said in a 

statement that the killings demonstrate that “the war on children is far from over in Syria.”
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Mr. Cappelaere added that the Syrian war, which has now lasted almost eight years, has been 

marked by a complete disregard for the fundamental principle of protection for children: 

“Between January and September 2018, the United Nations has verified the killing of 870 

children – the highest number ever in the first nine months of any year since the start of the 

conflict in 2011. These are only verified cases, with actual numbers likely to be much higher.”

More than 5 million children are in need of humanitarian assistance, with almost half forced 

to flee their homes. Many families have lost everything – including, for those who have fled 

the country, the protections that come with citizenship.

UNICEF is making critical efforts to minimize the impact of the crisis on children, including in 

the life-saving areas of health, nutrition, immunization, water and sanitation, as well as 

education and child protection.

Mr. Cappelaere called on warring parties to protect all children, no matter where they are in 

Syria and no matter whose control they live under.”
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15 November 2018 Humanitarian Aid (/en/news/topic/humanitarian-aid)

Following successful delivery of lifesaving aid to tens of thousands of displaced Syrians in the 

‘desolate’ area around Rukban camp last week, the United Nations is working urgently to send 

another convoy of supplies by mid-December, Jan Egeland, Senior Advisor to the UN Special Envoy 

on Yemen told (https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2018-10-18/transcript-

press-stakeout-united-nations-senior-advisor) reporters on Thursday.
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23 October 2018 Humanitarian Aid (/en/news/topic/humanitarian-aid)

Nearly a million Syrians have headed home amid improving security, only to find houses destroyed 

and livelihoods lost said the United Nations emergency food relief agency on Tuesday, leaving many 

civilians still reliant on aid.

Feeding families remains complex task in war-torn Syria – UN relief agency
(/en/story/2018/10/1023942)
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