Level 5 Hospital mortuary, two days after they
were arrested by officers from Manyatta
police station for allegedly breaking the
curfew. Six police officers suspected of
involvement in the murders were arrested
and charged on the IPOA’'s recommendation.
They were released on bail of KES 3,000,000
(about US$26,291) on 4 November and
barred from entering Embu County to guard
against any potential interference with
evidence and witnesses.

1. “Kenya: Release and cease attacks on Edwin Mutemi wa Kiama”,
5 October

2. “Kenya: Statement on Joannah Stutchbury’s murder”, 16 July

3. “Kenya: Kibos land and demolition case: High court finds Kenya
Railways Corporation and the Ministry of Interior and Coordination of
National Government guilty of gross human rights violations”,

1 September

4. “Kenya: Press statement on the forceful mass eviction of the Nubian
community of Kibos, Kisumu County”, 8 February

5. “Kenya: Amnesty International statement on the proposed closure of
Dadaab and Kakuma refugee camps”, 6 April

6. “Kenya: Clarification on our statement on revised roadmap for the
closure of Kakuma and Dadaab refugee camps”, 30 April

7. “Kenya: Amnesty International statement on the killing of Ugandan
refugee Chriton ‘Trinidad’ Atuhwera” 13 April

8. “Kenya: Fix loopholes that facilitate unlawful killings”, 9 August

KOSovOo*

Kosovo*

Head of state: Vjosa Osmani (replaced Glauk Konjufca
in April)

Head of government: Albin Kurti (replaced Avdullah
Hoti in March)

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on
status, and is in line with UN Security Council
Resolution 1244 and the International Court of Justice
Advisory Opinion, Accordance with International Law of
the Unilateral Declaration of Independence in Respect
of Kosovo.

Proceedings continued at the Kosovo
Specialist Chambers established in The
Hague in 2016. Journalists faced indirect
pressure and online violence. Kosovo courts
issued their first conviction for wartime
sexual violence. Impunity for cases of
institutional negligence in addressing
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domestic violence continued. A hydropower
company withdrew its lawsuits aimed at
silencing activists.

BACKGROUND

Following snap elections in February, the
Vetévendosije (Self-determination Movement)
party won power, replacing the government of
Avdullah Hoti. The parliament elected Vjosa
Osmani as president.

RIGHT TO TRUTH, JUSTICE AND
REPARATION

In September, the trial began of Salih
Mustafa, commander of a Kosovo Liberation
Army unit, indicted on charges of arbitrary
detention, cruel treatment, torture and
murder. Pristina Basic Court sentenced
former reservist policeman Goran Stanisi¢ to
20 years’ imprisonment for war crimes
against ethnic Albanians committed in 1999.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

More than 1,600 people remained missing.
In June, 11 bodies of Kosovo Albanians were
exhumed from a mass grave at the Kizevak
mine in Serbia. In September, the remains of
seven Kosovo Albanians were returned to
Kosovo authorities. Kosovo authorities
returned the remains of three Serbs to
Serbian authorities.

WARTIME SEXUAL VIOLENCE

In Kosova's first conviction for wartime sexual
violence, Pristina Basic Court sentenced
former Kosovo Serb police officer Zoran
Vukoti¢ to 10 years’ imprisonment for raping
a 16-year-old girl in 1999.

As of December, a government commission
had granted the status of survivor of wartime
sexual violence to 1,048 of 1,618 applicants,
although over 4,500 rape survivors had been
counselled by the NGO Medica Gjakova.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

Impunity for cases of institutional negligence
in addressing domestic violence continued.
The murders of two women, Sebahate Morina
and Marigona Osmani, both victims of
femicide, sparked public protests against
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https://www.amnestykenya.org/release-and-cease-attacks-on-edwin-mutemi-wa-kiama/
https://www.amnestykenya.org/release-and-cease-attacks-on-edwin-mutemi-wa-kiama/
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Statement-on-Joannah-Stutchburys-murder-FINAL.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Sep-1-Kibos-Ruling-Judgement-Statement-for-release.-21.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Sep-1-Kibos-Ruling-Judgement-Statement-for-release.-21.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Sep-1-Kibos-Ruling-Judgement-Statement-for-release.-21.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021-Sep-1-Kibos-Ruling-Judgement-Statement-for-release.-21.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-FINAL-Feb-Kibos-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-FINAL-Feb-Kibos-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/FINAL-2021-April-5-Amnesty-Kenya-Dadaab-Camp-Closure-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/FINAL-2021-April-5-Amnesty-Kenya-Dadaab-Camp-Closure-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/clarification-on-our-statement-on-revised-roadmap-for-the-closure-of-kakuma-and-dadaab-refugee-camps/
https://www.amnestykenya.org/clarification-on-our-statement-on-revised-roadmap-for-the-closure-of-kakuma-and-dadaab-refugee-camps/
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-AIK-Chriton-Atuhwera-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-AIK-Chriton-Atuhwera-Statement.pdf
https://www.amnestykenya.org/fix-loopholes-that-facilitate-unlawful-killings/

gender-based violence. The Ombudsperson
found the state institutions responsible for
violating Sebahate Morina’s right to life
because they neglected a domestic violence
report filed by her daughter days before she
was murdered by her ex-husband. Kosovo
courts handed down one life sentence and a
25-year sentence in femicide cases. A judge
and a prosecutor faced disciplinary
proceedings for convicting the rapist of a 15-
year-old girl to only eight months’
imprisonment.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Three doctors were penalized for speaking to
the media about practices in a public hospital
cardiology clinic “without permission and
damaging the image of the institution”. Two
of them were prohibited from promotion or
salary raises for three years, and one
received a 40% pay cut for three months.
JOURNALISTS

Journalists faced threats, indirect pressure,
obstruction, online violence and attacks. In
February, journalist Visar Durigi was injured
by unidentified people. In October, journalists
were attacked by protesters while covering a
police action in Mitrovica. In December,
Pristina Basic Court ordered the house arrest
of two people for threatening journalist Vehbi
Kajtazi.

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Amnesty International called on Austrian
hydropower company Kelkos Energy to
withdraw defamation lawsuits against activists
Shpresa Loshaj and Adriatik Gacaferi, who
had criticized the environmental impact of its
Kosovo operation.! Kelkos withdrew the
lawsuits in October.

REFUGEES’ AND MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

The government agreed to provide shelter
and grant temporary protection to up to
2,000 Afghan evacuees waiting to be
resettled in other host countries. Afghans
hosted in the camps enjoyed no freedom of
movement outside and visits by media and
other observers inside the camps were
restricted.
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LGBTI PEOPLE’S RIGHTS

The government approved a draft Civil Code
allowing same-sex civil unions, to be
regulated by a special law.

DISCRIMINATION

ROMA, ASHKALI AND EGYPTIAN PEOPLE

Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian people
continued to face barriers to accessing
drinking water and employment, as well as
accessing online education for children
during Covid-19 school closures.

Following a civil society petition, the
government awarded €20,000 in damages to
the family of Kujtim Veseli, an 11-year-old
Ashkali child who was repeatedly raped and
finally murdered in 2019. Months before the
murder, Kujtim’s abuser had confessed to the
police that he had raped Kujtim but he was
not arrested or detained. The Ombudsperson
found a violation of Kujtim’s right to life.

1. “Kosovo: Defamation lawsuits seeking to silence environmental
activists must be withdrawn”, 28 June

KUWAIT

State of Kuwait

Head of state: Nawaf al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah
Head of government: Sabah al-Khaled al-Hamad al-
Sabah

The authorities detained and prosecuted
government critics under legal provisions
criminalizing speech deemed offensive to
the head of state. Members of the stateless
Bidun minority continued to face
discrimination. Courts continued to hand
down death sentences; no executions were
reported.

BACKGROUND

In February, the Emir suspended parliament
for a month, stating it was in a bid to defuse
tensions between the government and
parliament. Reasons for the tensions
included a proposed general amnesty bill to
pardon a group of former opposition
members of parliament (MPs) convicted in
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/kosovo-defamation-lawsuits-seeking-to-silence-environmental-activists-must-be-withdrawn/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/kosovo-defamation-lawsuits-seeking-to-silence-environmental-activists-must-be-withdrawn/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
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