Egypt: Sentencing and ongoing judicial harassment against Amal... | OMCT Page 1 of 4

ALERT: Civilians abducted and tortured in Ukrainian territories under Russian control

(https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/ukraine-concern-over-the-abduction-and-torture-of-civilians-in-territories-under-russian-

control)

Egypt 14.01.22

URGENT INTERVENTIONS

Egypt: Sentencing and
ongoing judicial
harassment against Amal
Fathy

Resources (https://www.omct.org/en/resources) / Urgent interventions (https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions) / Egypt: Sentencing

Also
available
in

I JUSTICE SYSTEM(HTTPS://WWW.OMCT.ORG/EN/SEARCF

URGENT APPEAL - THE OBSERVATORY
FURTHER READING

New information

EGY 002 /0518 / OBS 059.10
Sentencing /

Judicial harassment

Egypt

January 14, 2022

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a partnership of the
World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) and FIDH, has received new information
and requests your urgent intervention in the following situation in Egypt.

New information:

The Observatory has been informed about the sentencing and ongoing judicial
harassment against Amal Fathy, a women'’s rights defender known for being vocal
against human rights violations, in particular the arbitrary detention of activists in
Egypt. Amal Fathy is married to Mohamed Lotfy, Executive Director of the Egyptian
Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF) and a member of the OMCT General

Assembly.

On January 11, 2022, the Egyptian Court of Cassation upheld Amal Fathy’s
conviction in Case No. 7991 of 2018, reducing her sentence to one year's

imprisonment including time served.
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(https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-

!hggs [Iwww. omgt orglen resources/urgent-interventions/arbitrary-detention- |n} %nnong/m{hrg-amal fathgs-
(htt %ﬁgﬂﬂm d-torture-of-Civillans-in-territories-under-russian-

con of-activist-ms-amal-fathy) and placed under preventive detention for posting a
video on Facebook on May 9, 2018 in which she criticised the Egyptian Government
for failing to protect women against sexual harassment as well as denounced a
general deterioration of living conditions in the country.

On September 29, 2018, the Maadi Misdemeanor Court sentenced Amal Fathy to

two years in Erison ( httgs:llwww.omct.orglenlresourceslu rgent-
interventions/sentencing-and-ongoing-arbitrary-detention-of-woman-human-

rights-defender-ms-amaI-fathx!, a fine of 10,000 EGP and a bail of 20,000 EGP to

suspend the sentence, for “publication of false news undermining national security”,
“possession of indecent material’, and “publicly insulting the State”. On September
30, 2018, Amal Fathy appealed the case and paid the bail but remained detained
under a second case (see below). On December 30, 2018, the Cairo Court of Appeal

reiected Ms. Fa_thv’s appeal (httgs:Ilwww.omct.orglenlresourceslurgent-

interventions/sentencing-and-ongoing-judicial-harassment-against-ms-amal-

fathy) and confirmed her two-year jail sentence.

This sentence was handed down just after she was conditionally released on
December 27, 2018, under Case No. 621 of 2018

(https://lwww.omct. orglenlresourceslurgent mterventlonslwhrd-amal-fathxs-
preventive-detention-extended-for-another-45-days), in which she is still facing
charges of “joining a terrorist group”, “publishing false news to disrupt public security
and harm national interests” and “using the internet to call for acts of
terrorism” ‘httgs:Ilwww.omct.orglenlresourceslurgent-interventionslwhrd-amaI-
fathys-preventive-detention-extended-for-another-45-days). The case was
brought against her on May 13, 2018 in relation to her suspected participation in the

April 6 Youth Movement and her husband’s human rights activities.

The Observatory notes with concern that the harassment against Amal Fathy takes
place in a context of increased repression against human rights defenders in Egypt,
where the authorities have increasingly employed repressive tactics such as
prolonged pre-trial detention, recycling cases against dissidents, enforced
disappearance, torture, unjust sentences and judicial harassment to silence all critical
voices, including through unfounded investigations for national security and counter-
terrorism related charges.

The Observatory further recalls that the ECRF
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-interventions/attempt-of-closure-

tian-authorities-of-the-e tian-commission-for-rights-and-freedoms-
ecrf) and its staff members

https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/e ing-in-solidarity-
with-ibrahim-ezz-el-din) are regularly subjected to harassment, due to their
documentation of cases of torture in prisons, enforced disappearances as well as
their legal support in Giulio Regeni’s case (http://www.omct.org/monitoring-

rotection-mechanisms/statements/eqypt/2017/01/d24181/).

The Observatory strongly condemns the sentencing and ongoing judicial harassment
of Amal Fathy, which only aims at punishing her for her legitimate work in defence of
human rights and represents a serious infringement of her right to freedom of
expression, and urges the Egyptian authorities to put an end to all acts of
harassment, including at the judicial level, against her.

Actions requested:

Please write to the authorities of Egypt asking them to:
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Fathy, Moh d Il inst all h ights defend i t . o .
(https?/}w\llvw.gm%rt]?grq}é%;fl%saosu%gs/g%t% a(-':ﬁs/ﬁl(ra#gfac%r?gerr?—ofeﬁ%ee-tasbg]ug%/rgaﬁgﬂorture-of—cwlllans-|n-terr|tor|es-under-ru33|an-

cont?&fure that they are able o carry out their activities without hindrance and fear of
reprisals;

ii. Guarantee, in all circumstances, the rights to freedom of expression, assembly and
association, as enshrined in international human right law, and particularly in Articles
19, 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Addresses:

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, H.E. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Email:

p.spokesman@op.gov.eg (mailto:p.spokesman@op.gov.eq), Twitter:

@AlsisiOfficial

Prime Minister, Mr. Mustafa Kemal Madbouly Mohamed. Email:
pm@cabinet.gov.eg (mailto:pm@cabinet.gov.eq)

Minister of the Interior, Mr. Mahmoud Tawfik, Email: center@iscmi.gov.e
mailto:center@iscmi.gov.e

Head of the Egyptian Parliament’'s Human Rights Committee, Mr. Alaa Abed,

Email: humanrightscomglaints@garliament.gov.eg
(mailto:humanrightscomplaints@parliament.gov.eg)

Mr. Mohamed Fayeq, President of the National Council for Human Rights, Email:
nchr@nchr.org.eg ‘mailto:nchr@nchr.org.egI

H.E. Mr. Alaa Youssef, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Egypt to the United

Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Email: mission.egxgt@bluewin.ch
(mailto:mission.egypt@bluewin.ch)

Embassy of Egypt in Brussels, Belgium, Email: embassy.eqypt@skynet.be
(mailto:embassy.egypt@skynet.be)

Please also write to the diplomatic missions or embassies of Egypt in your respective
country.

*kk

Geneva-Paris, January 14, 2022

Kindly inform us of any action undertaken quoting the code of this appeal in your
reply.

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders (the Observatory)
was created in 1997 by the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) and FIDH.
The objective of this programme is to prevent or remedy situations of repression
against human rights defenders. OMCT and FIDH are both members of

ProtectDefenders.eu (https://protectdefenders.eul), the European Union Human

Rights Defenders Mechanism implemented by international civil society.
To contact the Observatory, call the emergency line:

E-mail: Appeals@fidh-omct.org (mailto:Appeals@fidh-omct.or
Tel. OMCT: +41 22 809 49 39

Tel. FIDH: +33 143 55 25 18
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