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In 2019, Angola made some progress in respecting the rights to freedom of expression
and peaceful assembly, allowing several protests and marches to take place across the
country. But the crackdown on peaceful protesters and activists in the oil-rich enclave of
Cabinda and the diamond-rich Lunda Norte continued. In January, parliament approved
(https://www.dn.pt/lusa/interior/aprovada-por-unanimidade-nova-lei-sobre-liberdade-
de-religiao-crenca-e-culto-em-angola-10476312.html) a new law that limits the right to
freedom of religion, leading to the closure of thousands of places of worship. Same-sex
conduct was decriminalized (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/01/23/angola-
decriminalizes-same-sex-conduct) in January, following the approval, by parliament, of
the new penal code.

Crackdown on Cabinda Activists

Crackdown on peaceful protesters and activists in the Cabinda enclave continued in
2019. Between January 28 and February 1, 2019, police arrested
(https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/13/angolan-court-frees-13-pro-independence-
activists) 63 Cabinda pro-independence activists ahead of an announced protest to
celebrate  the anniversary of the signing of the 1885  treaty
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Simulambuco) that gave Cabinda the status of a
protectorate of former colonial power Portugal. Many of the activists were members of
the Movimento Independista de Cabinda (Independence Movement of Cabinda), a
peaceful separatist group that wants independence (https://www.dw.com/pt-
002/cabindas-criam-novo-movimento-apesar-de-deten%25C3%25A7%25C3%
25B5es/a-47642364) or autonomy from Angola.

In March, police arrested (https://www.dw.com/pt-002/angola-vig%25C3%25ADlia-para-
exigir-liberta%25C3%25A7%25C3%25A30-de-ativistas-em-cabinda/a-47732039) 10 more
activists who had gathered in a square in Cabinda city, to demand the release of fellow
activists. Also in March, after visiting the province, members of the main opposition
party, the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), accused
Cabinda authorities of intimidating and repressing
(https://www.dn.pt/lusa/interior/angolanos-continuam-a-morrer-em-cabinda-devido-a-
conflito-mal-resolvido---unita--10666443.html) residents of the province.

Human Rights Abuses in Lunda Norte
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Authorities violated the rights of residents and artisanal miners in Lunda Norte
province. In April, police fired live bullets killing (https://www.dw.com/pt-002/angola-
garimpo-continua-a-matar-na-lunda-norte/a-48545438) a boy and injuring three people,
during a protest that took place after an artisanal miner was shot dead by an alleged
private security agent in one of the diamond mines in Calonda. In March, Angola’s
leading human rights group, Associacao Justica, Paz e Democracia (AJPD) and
community leaders accused  (https://www.dw.com/pt-002/angola-ong-reafirma-
impactos-negativos-da-explora%25C3%25A7%25C3%25A30-diamant%25C3%25ADfera-
nas-lundas/a-47867449) authorities of arbitrarily limiting the movements of people in
areas near the diamond fields, forcing local residents to abandon their farms for lack of
access to their land. In some cases, according to community leaders, private security
forces guarding the diamond mines beat and ill-treated residents who were caught
trespassing in the diamond fields. In February, police killed a community leader, when a
group of Capenda Camulenda residents were protesting against the concession of
farming land to a diamond company.

Right to Peaceful Assembly

Despite some progress in respecting the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful
assembly, the Angolan police intimidated and arbitrarily arrested activists for planning
protests. In September, police arrested (https://www.makaangola.org/2019/09/policia-
nacional-detem-manifestantes-no-moxico/) 23 people in Luena city during a peaceful
protest against the administration of the governor of the Moxico province, ahead of a
visit of President Joao Lourenco.

In May, police jailed (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/05/17/angola-abusive-arrest-
activist) activist Hitler “Samussuku” Tshikonde for 72 hours without charge or access to
a lawyer. He was informed that that he was under investigation for allegedly “insulting
the president” in a video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vXCd5IHPXZU&feature=youtu.be) that he had posted on social media.

In July, police detained (https://www.dw.com/pt-002/angola-deten%25C3%25A7%25C3%

25A30-de-manifestantes-%25C3%25A9-completamente-injusta/a-49516482) seven
people who were peacefully protesting against lack of water supply in Benguela
province.

In August, police used tear gas and dogs (https://www.voaportugues.com/a/pol%25C3%
25ADcia-dispersa-manifestantes-em-luanda/5040608.html) to disperse a group that had
gathered without authorization in front of the Parliament building to demand that next
year's municipal elections take place in every Angolan city.

Housing Rights

Hundreds of families who were forcibly evicted from their houses without the necessary
procedural guarantees, or the provision of alternative housing or adequate
compensation, continued to await resettlement. In August, some residents of an
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informal settlement of “Areia Branca” in Luanda, told Human Rights Watch that they
were living in dangerous conditions and subject to infectious diseases after they were
illegally evicted (https://www.voaportugues.com/a/desalojados-de-areia-branca-
convivem-com-doencas-abandono-e-mortes-ha-tres-anos/2764697.html) in 2013 by a
company contracted by the office of Luanda’s governor to modernize the city. Over 400
families were set to be relocated to another neighborhood following the demolitions
(https://www.angop.ao/angola/pt_pt/noticias/sociedade/2016/6/27/Quatrocentas-
familias-distrito-Samba-transferidas-para-Zango,4fe33e8b-b606-41f1-8dd3-
09d306d6ec20.html). Human Rights Watch confirmed that new houses were allocated
to only 18 families, but without tittle deed or any other documents giving them
ownership of the properties.

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

In January, Angola decriminalized (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/01/23/angola-
decriminalizes-same-sex-conduct) same-sex conduct, after repealing the “vices against
nature” provision in its law, widely interpreted to be a ban on homosexual
(http://theconversation.com/abolition-of-angolas-anti-gay-laws-may-pave-the-way-for-
regional-reform-111432) conduct. The government also prohibited discrimination
against people based on sexual orientation. Anyone refusing to employ or provide
services to individuals based on their sexual orientation may face up to two years’'
imprisonment.

The changes came as Angola’s parliament adopted its first new penal code since gaining
independence from Portugal in 1975. While there have been no known prosecutions
under the old penal code, such provisions curtail the rights and freedoms of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people, subjecting their intimate lives to
unwarranted scrutiny.

Landmine Accidents

Almost 17 years after the end of Angola’s civil war, landmines and other explosive
remnants of war continued to kill and maim people, especially children. In June, five
children were seriously injured (https://www.dn.pt/lusa/interior/cinco-criancas-
angolanas-da-mesma-familia-feridas-em-explosao-de-mina-11045060.html) by a
landmine while hunting near Balombo, Benguela province. A month earlier, nine
children aged 3 to 11 were injured (http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/provincias/bie/bie-
explosao-de-mina-causa-uma-morte-e-um-ferido) after they detonated a landmine as
they lighted a fire to warm themselves in the compound of their home in Cuito, Bie
province.

In September, Britain's Prince Harry visited the country as part of a tour
(https://www.express.co.uk/news/royal/1175734/meghan-markle-prince-harry-africa-

tour-itinerary-schedule-baby-archie) of southern Africa. In Angola, hhe witnessed the
work of the HALO Trust demining project (https://www.halotrust.org/where-we-
work/africa/angola/) in Huambo province, where his late mother Princess Diana was
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(https://www.express.co.uk/news/royal/1181642/princess-diana-legacy-landmines-

angola-prince-harry) photographed in 1997 walking into a minefield as part of her
efforts to generate concern to clear landmines from Angola. According to the
government  (https://reliefweb.int/report/angola/angola-has-1220-land-mine-affected-
areas), at least 1,220 areas of Angola are still contaminated by landmines, against 2,700
in 2007. The most affected provinces are Cuando Cubango, Moxico, Cuanza Sul and Bie.

Freedom of Religion

A new law that Ilimits the right to freedom of religion was approved
(https://www.dn.pt/lusa/interior/aprovada-por-unanimidade-nova-lei-sobre-liberdade-
de-religiao-crenca-e-culto-em-angola-10476312.html) by parliament in January. The Law
on Freedom of Religion, Belief and Worship stipulates
(http://jornaldeangola.sapo.ao/politica/nova_lei_amplia_proteccao_da_liberdade_religiosa)
that religious groups must have at least 100,000 members to be officially recognized. In
May, the government announced (https://www.dw.com/pt-002/angola-opera%25C3%
25A7%25C3%25A30-resgate-encerra-centenas-de-igrejas-e-locais-de-culto/a-48995181)
that as part of Rescue Operation (http://pt.rfi.fr/angola/20181030-operacao-resgate-
lancada-em-angola), which aimed at restoring state authority by instituting order in
worship, on the roads, and over illegal migrations, among others, over 2,000 churches
and places of worship had been closed.

A Muslim community leader told (http://pt.rfi.fr/angola/20190506-autoridades-
angolanas-encerram-mesquitas-em-tempo-de-ramadao) media that 39 mosques have
been closed in Lunda Norte, and more than 10,000 Muslims forced to cross the border
to the Democratic Republic of Congo to hold Ramadan in May. Islam is not an
authorized religion in Angola, and mosques are not allowed to operate in most parts of
the country. In January, the minister of culture told
(https://www.dn.pt/lusa/interior/governo-angolano-garante-que-nao-hostiliza-o-islao-e-
que-assunto-tem-tratamento-especifico--10416008.html) parliament that the
government was monitoring Islam linked groups in the country and would soon make
an official decision about the religious group.

Key International Actors

In 2009, Angola took over the leadership of two important defense roles in regional
bodies, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Defense Inspection and
the African Union Peace and Security Council. Both bodies are tasked with promoting
security, peace and stability. Their mandate also includes conflict prevention and
undertaking peace-building missions in member states.

In August 2019, Angola mediated (https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-
08-21/uganda-rwanda-presidents-agree-to-cease-hostilities) a summit that culminated
with the leaders of Uganda and Rwanda agreeing to reopen the border between the
two countries, ending months of tensions that raised fears of armed hostilities.
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Also in August, United States Secretary of State Michael Pompeo welcomed
(https://ao.usembassy.gov/secretary-michael-r-pompeo-met-today-with-angolan-
foreign-minister-manuel-augusto-in-washington-d-c/) the reforms President Jodo
Lourenco has implemented since taking office in 2017. In March, the US deputy
assistant secretary in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, Scott Busby,
pledged (https://ao.usembassy.gov/the-republic-of-angola-and-the-united-states-of-
america-agree-to-promote-human-rights-in-the-second-bilateral-dialogue/) to support
the government to enhance mechanisms of accountability for human rights abuses.

In October, the European Union welcomed
(https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/angola/68407/statement-spokesperson-angola%
E2%80%99s-accession-key-human-rights-conventions_en) Angola’s ratification of three
international human rights treaties: the Second Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination.
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