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terrorist organization.  The FARC was responsible for large numbers of kidnappings-for-ransom 

in Colombia and held as many as 700 hostages.  In November 2016, after four years of 

negotiation in Havana, Cuba, the Colombian government and FARC reached a peace agreement, 

later approved by Colombia’s Congress, setting into motion a disarmament, demobilization, and 

reincorporation process.  In accordance with the peace agreement, the vast majority of FARC 

combatants disarmed and demobilized between December 2016 and August 2017 under UN 

supervision, with roughly 7,000 FARC members turning in more than 8,000 weapons.  In 2019, 

roughly 13,000 FARC ex-combatants and former militia members continued to participate in 

social and economic reincorporation activities under the 2016 accord.  Up to 1,500 FARC 

guerrillas chose not to participate in the peace process and around 250 have since abandoned the 

process.  FARC dissidents have recruited an estimated 1,000 new members, largely minors, since 

the signing of the peace accord.  Altogether, these individuals are often referred to by the United 

States as FARC dissidents and as the residual organized armed group by the Colombian 

government. 

Activities:  Over the years, the FARC has perpetrated many high-profile terrorist acts, including 

the 1999 murder of three U.S. missionaries working in Colombia as well as multiple kidnappings 

and assassinations of Colombian government officials and civilians.  In July 2008, the 

Colombian military conducted a dramatic rescue of 15 high-value FARC hostages, including 

U.S. Department of Defense contractors Marc Gonsalves, Keith Stansell, and Thomas Howe, 

who were held captive for more than five years, along with former Colombian presidential 

candidate Ingrid Betancourt.   

There have been reports of continued extortion and violent criminal activities by FARC 

dissidents not participating in the peace process.  In August, former FARC commanders Iván 

Márquez and Jesus Santrich appeared in a video calling for a return to arms against the 

Colombian government. 

Strength:  Before the peace accord, the FARC was estimated to have 7,000 armed members, 

with several thousand additional supporters.   

Location/Area of Operation:  Colombia and Venezuela 

Funding and External Aid:  Before the peace accord, the FARC was primarily funded by 

extortion and international drug trade.  FARC dissidents continue such activities.      

REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE’S LIBERATION PARTY/FRONT 

Aka DHKP/C; Dev Sol; Dev Sol Armed Revolutionary Units; Dev Sol Silahli Devrimci 

Birlikleri; Dev Sol SDB; Devrimci Halk Kurtulus Partisi-Cephesi; Devrimci Sol; Revolutionary 

Left 

Description:  Designated as an FTO on October 8, 1997, the Revolutionary People’s Liberation 

Party/Front (DHKP/C) was formed in 1978 as Devrimci Sol, or Dev Sol, a splinter faction of 

Dev Genc (Revolutionary Youth).  It was renamed in 1994 after factional infighting.  “Party” 

refers to the group’s political activities and “Front” alludes to the group’s militant operations.  

The group advocates a Marxist-Leninist ideology and opposes the United States, NATO, and the 

Turkish establishment.  It strives to establish a socialist state and to abolish Turkish prisons.   
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Activities:  Since the late 1980s, the group has primarily targeted current and retired Turkish 

security and military officials.  In 1990, the group began conducting attacks against foreign 

interests, including U.S. military and diplomatic personnel and facilities.  The DHKP/C 

assassinated two U.S. military contractors, wounded a U.S. Air Force officer, and bombed more 

than 20 U.S. and NATO military, diplomatic, commercial, and cultural facilities.  In 2001, the 

DHKP/C began conducting its first suicide bombing attacks against Turkish police.  Since the 

end of 2001, DHKP/C has typically used IEDs against official Turkish and U.S. targets. 

The DHKP/C was responsible for many high-profile attacks in 2012, including the suicide 

bombing of a police station in Istanbul.  In February 2013, a DHKP/C operative exploded a 

suicide vest inside the employee entrance to the U.S. Embassy in Ankara.  The explosion killed a 

Turkish guard and seriously wounded a Turkish journalist.  In March 2013, three members of the 

group attacked the Ministry of Justice and the Ankara headquarters of the Turkish Justice and 

Development political party using grenades and rocket launchers.   

In 2015, the DHKP/C claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing that killed one police officer 

and wounded another.  In March 2015, Turkish prosecutor Mehmet Selim Kiraz was taken 

hostage and died from multiple gunshot wounds inflicted by the DHKP/C after police attempted 

to rescue him.  In August 2015, two women opened fire on the U.S. Consulate in Istanbul; one 

woman was identified as a member of the DHKP/C.   

On January 20, 2017, a DHKP/C militant launched an anti-tank missile into Istanbul police 

headquarters.  The attack did not result in any deaths or injuries.   

In November 2018, a court in Istanbul issued an arrest warrant for members of the DHKP/C who 

were believed to be in Europe and connected with the 2015 death of  Turkish prosecutor Mehmet 

Selim Kiraz. 

In May 2019, two individuals linked to the DHKP/C were arrested by Turkish security forces, 

after entering the Turkish Parliament and taking a staff member hostage. 

Strength:  The DHKP/C is estimated to have several dozen members inside Turkey, with a 

support network throughout Europe.   

Location/Area of Operation:  Turkey and Europe  

Funding and External Aid:  The DHKP/C finances its activities chiefly through donations and 

extortion.  The group raises funds primarily in Europe.  

REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE 

Aka Epanastatikos Aghonas 

Description:  Designated as an FTO on May 18, 2009, Revolutionary Struggle (RS) is a radical 

Marxist extremist group that has conducted attacks against both Greek and U.S. targets in 

Greece.  RS emerged in 2003 following the arrests of members of two other Greek Marxist 

groups, 17 November and Revolutionary People’s Struggle.   

Activities:  RS first gained notoriety when it claimed responsibility for the September 5, 2003, 

bombings at the Athens Courthouse during the trials of 17 November members.  From 2004 to 

2006, RS carried out IED attacks that included a March 2004 attack outside a Citibank office in 

Athens.  RS claimed responsibility for the January 2007 rocket-propelled grenade attack on the 
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