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Side 2
lving in the Jordan Valley and the south of the country,
Section II. Status of Religious Freedo
Logal/Policy Framewark
The Constitution provides for the safeguacding of “all forms of worship and redigious rites accordance wi
the customs observed in the Kingdom, uniess such is inconsistent with public order or morality,” howeves, the
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However, same members of unrecognized religious groups and religious converts from Islam face legal
discrimination and bureaucratic difficuities in personal stalus cases.
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not ait Christian denominations have been accorded legal recognition as religions. Since 1888 the Prime
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traditions: the faith is recognized by the Middle East Council of Churches; the faith does not oppose the
national refigion; and the group Includes some citizen followers.
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the Prime Ministry for registration Recognized non-Muslim religious institulions do not receive subsidies

and the Isiamic New Year aro colebrated
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leave for other Christian feasts prescribed by the local Council of Bishops
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local Chastian hierarchy,
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of government in matters relating 1o thelr curticula and orientation”
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and May 2001,

Restrictions on Religious Freedom

The Gavernment does not recognize the Druze or Baha'l faiths as religions but does not prohibit the practice
of the faiths. Druze face official discrimination but do not complain of social discrimination. Baha'ts face both
official and social discrimination. The Goverment does not record the bearer’s religion on national identity
cards issued 10 Druze or Baha'is. The small Druze and Bahat communities do not have their own courts 1o
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registered as "sociolies The Govemnment does not permit Baha'ts to register schools or piaces of worship

as national holidays. Christmas and the Gregorian Calendar New

) The Govemment does nat recognize Jahovah's Witnesses, the Church of Chriat, of the Church of Jesus
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c Jordan Side 3 af 6

’ The Govermnment does not interfere with public worship by the country’s Christian mincxity. Although the
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1o the Christian faith--considered legaily incompatible with Isiam—are prohibited.
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such conversions Under Sharla converts are regarded as apostates and legally may ba denied their
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such punishment has never been applied.
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fundamentalist mambers of sociaty that opposa such prachices The Government has taken action against
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relationship (see Section Iil) Howevar. thare ware no known cases in which local officials harassed or
coerced individuals 10 convert during the period covered by this report.
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subsidizes certain activities sponsorad by mosques The Government loosely monitors sermons at mosques
and requires that speakers refrain from criticizing the Royal amity or instigating social or politicai unresl.
According to the Constitution, refigiou gigﬁ?ﬁod!&%&ﬂaﬁ!a!ﬁ!ﬁ_l
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- clrggo.gokasgg.gsggg There are no iribunals assigned for
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to hear their personal stalus cases.
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denomination of the Mussim faith in order (o divorce legally.
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recognized religion for official identification purposes.
. The Government traditionally reserves some positions in the upper leveis of the tary for Christians
all senior command positions have been traditionally reserved for Mustims Division-level
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clergy in the milita
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the Government banned the book in which the poem was published. In June 2000, Hawamdaeh was
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based on a procedurnl amor; however, some observers believe that the procedural efror being used as a
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bolieved that the Shar'a court would find Hawamdeh innocent of apostasy
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the Antioch Orthodox Patriarchate, the Govemment ciosed an Arab Orthodox church In Amman that was
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authority over all Orthodox churches in the country The church reopened in December 2000 with permission
from the Government, but was closed again a week later based largely on pressure from the Orthodox
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Non-Jordanian Christian missionaries operate in the country but are subject to restrictions. Christian
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mission groups in the country continued 1o complain of bureaucratic difficulties, including refusal by the
Government to renew residence permits.
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with Muslims.” The offica remained closad al the end of the period coverad by this report.
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officiais believed that he had been trying to coavert Muslims to Christianity. He reapplied in April 2000 and
was sUi awaiting & response from the Government at the end of the period covered by this report.
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1o some students and staff of JETS. However, in September 1999, JETS recaived a letier from tho CHE
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Jordan Side 5 af 6
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Of the 80 seats in the Lower House of Pardiament, 9 are resetved for Christians. No seals are reserved for
Druze or adherents of other religious faiths. The country's parliamentary election law histoncally has kmiled
the number of islamists elecied to Parliament. The major Islamic political party boycotted the 1867 elections,
gi?&&g_ggg!ﬁi&gsiiﬁgwsg%ggB.noo,.

The Political Parties Law prohibits houses of worship from being used for political party activity. The law was
designed primarily to prevent isiamist politicians from peeaching in mosques.

Under Sharia as applied in the country, female heirs receive half the amount of a male heic's inheritance, and
the non-Muslim widow of Muslim spouses has no inheritance rights. A sole female heir receivas hall her
sﬁ.&n?g?s%ﬁgg)aogiggizig
property. Male Muslim heirs have the duly to provide for all family members who need assistance Men are
able to divorce their spouses more easdy than women.

. Shari'a as applied in the country regards the testimony of & woman to be equal to hail that of a man. This
provision technically spplies only In religious courts; however, in the past it has been imposed in civil courts
as well, regardless of refigion
Abuses of Religious Freedom
giagigﬁagQ;%gﬁsg!?iﬂgg
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press as “Isiamists” during the period covered by Ihis report These detentions wers related o allegations of
involvement In temorist or strictly political activities rather than refigious affiliaticn or belief
in Octobar 2000 and May 2001, security forces briefly detained and released several Muslim refigious
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Fovced Refigious Conversion
There were no reports of forced religious conversion, including of minor U.S citizens who had been abducted
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retumed to the United Stales. However, according to Jordanian faw the tather of the child may restrict the
child’s travel. There reporedly are at least 35 cases of U.S. citizen children residing in Jordan against the wil

. of their U.S, citizen mothers. Under the law, these children are considered Muslim if their fathers are Muslim
Improvements and Positive Developments in Respect for Religious Froedom
In July 2000 ?Sgiggggsgggsggigg

Academy, a small, nonprofit school founded by U S -affikated missionaries in Amman.

Section Il Societal Attitudes
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(see Section 1), Baha'ls face some societal and official discriminabion,

threats. and abuse from their families and Musiim raligious jeaders. Romantic relationships between
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violence against the couple or feuds between members of the couple's families When such situations arise
families may approach local government officials for resolution Thece were repocts that in some cases, local
%ggngg_:%!g%gggsgs
Islam in order to defuse potential family or tribal problems. However, there were no known cases in which
local officials harassed or coerced persons to convert. In previous years, when the Government Intervened, I
somelimes placed the women concemed into “protective custody” 1o prevent retribution by one of the
Employment applications occasionally contain questions about an applicant’s religion.
gg%%i?%.i%%&:%i&%&
evangelical ocganizations.

Saction IV, U.S. Govarnment Policy

LS. Embassy officials raised religlous freedom and other human rights issues with government authorities
on 8 number of occasions. Embassy officers met frequently with members of the various religious and
missionary communities in the country, as well as with private refigious organizations. Embassy officers
gg;gsgggggggsggg
Embassy’'s American Citizens’ Services officer is in regular contact with members of the American missionary
community in the country, many of whom serve as emergency wardens
sgg.ggﬂgﬁugﬁgggigga%a«?
Mahmoud Ayoub, a professor of refigion at & university in the United States.

[End]
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