
ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, 

AND INTERSEX PEOPLE IN BULGARIA COVERING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2020

Bulgaria
BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

In May

decision by the Commission for Protection against Discrimination 

homophobic threats and insults on a social media platform. The 

Pride’, organised by GLAS foundation, which took place in 

the complaint. The CPD dismissed the application again in 

The anti-gender rhetoric continued to gain more space in 

Bulgaria this year, to a large extent due to the efforts of the 

September, deputy Minister for Public Order and Security, 

said:

“We cannot let a few Sorosoid NGOs and small parties, 

destroy the country. In the name of what? To introduce 

gay marriage and to create a gender republic.”

a complaint to the CPD.

In October, the leader of parliamentary opposition, Kornelia 

criticised the 

European Parliament’s resolution on fundamental rights in 

BIAS-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

In July

which was displayed on the facade of the Walltopia building in 

In August, banners that were part of a campaign in support 

of minorities, including LGBTI and Roma communities, were 

On the last weekend of September, a group of teenagers called 

assaulted 

protest, but there was a fast police response.

including the parliamentary Judicial Commission, to criminalise 

hate crimes committed on grounds of sexual orientation and 

gender identity. No response has followed. 

launched a series of tools to address anti-

LGBTI hate crimes, including workshops materials for the police, 

DATA COLLECTION

showed

identity. Bulgaria had one of the highest rates of discrimination 

places or locations for fear of being assaulted, threatened or 

harassed. 

EDUCATION

Attitudes towards 

LGBTI students in Bulgarian High schools’ 

homophobic remarks from teachers. 

In August, Bilitis launched the , 

offering psychological support to youth, their parents, and 

teachers.  

FAMILY

 couples of any sexual 

applications were submitted. 

of marriage concluded abroad before the European Court of 

Human Rights. 
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In October, another complaint reached the European Court of 

Justice, concerning the refusal of the Bulgarian authorities to 

The mothers are both featured on the child’s Spanish birth 

not granted Spanish citizenship. Currently, the child is stateless. 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

13 June. The organisers held

and companies sent  in support.

At least one of the attackers was wearing a t-shirt featuring a 

rune instead of a swastika.

30 LGBTI, Roma rights and disability rights organisations joined 

March for 

Equality

was to put minority rights issues back on the agenda, amidst the 

broader protests. The participants published a “Manifesto for 

Equality

HEALTH

GLAS and Bilitis’ joint study, gathering 420 responses, found 

thoughts or attempts. Another joint study later found that 

In March, Bilitis launched #WithCareForThyself, a free online 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

In April due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Rainbow Hub, Bulgaria’s 

only LGBTI+ community centre had to permanently close. 

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC, CULTURAL AND 

POLITICAL LIFE

speech.

POLICE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

with the Ministry of Interior and the National Police Academy, 

Europe was held. 

PUBLIC OPINION AND ATTITUDES

In July, a research study by Pew centre showed

Bulgarians accept LGBT people, showing regression compared 

 launched 

by GLAS found that half of Bulgarians are unaware that the 

Constitution does not recognise the LGBTI people’s equality and 

BULGARIA WEB PAGE 

MORE INFORMATION ON  WWW.RAINBOW-EUROPE.ORG
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