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2013 Scores

Press Status: Partly Free
Press Freedom Score: 60
Legal Environment: 17
Political Environment: 24
Economic Environment: 19

After several years of threats to press freedoneuRdesident Rupiah Banda and the long-ruling
Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD), the Septean 2011 presidential election victory of
opposition Patriotic Front (PF) leader Michael Satampted hope for openings in the media
environment. However, the PF government has gdwpéadgled to fulfill its promises to advance
press freedom, and has targeted critical joursadistl outlets with numerous legal and other
actions.

The constitution guarantees freedom of speechthieutelevant language can be broadly
interpreted. Journalists and media outlets fadeicéens under criminal and civil defamation
laws, sedition and obscenity laws, and provisiditt® penal code such as the Official Secrets
Act and the State Security Act. In 2012, Sata destrated intolerance of criticism and sought
redress through the courts. In one prominent ¢aegyresident in May filed a defamation of
character lawsuit against the leader of the opjeosiinited Party for National Development
(UPND), Hakainde Hichilema, for issuing a presgask that accused Sata of corruption. The
defamation suit also included editors of two catipublications, Lloyd Himaambo of the online
newspapeZambian Watchdog and Richard Sakala of the newspapaily Nation, for printing
stories about the press release. The two outle¢slifaeveral similar lawsuits during the year.

A freedom of information bill that had been sheNmdprevious administrations received support
from the new government in 2011. Although the gowegnt continued to pledge that it would
pass such legislation in 2012, no bill had beerf@utard by year's end. In a separate setback for
media access to government information, Sata helofficial press conferences during 2012.

The 2010 Zambia National Broadcasting Corporatiméndment) Act allows the information
minister to select the corporation's board withast receiving nominations from an
appointments committee. However, the selectiond tmeigatified by the parliament. The board is
tasked with choosing the head of the state-ownedhZaNational Broadcasting Corporation
(ZNBC). The new government has vowed to reintrodheeappointments committee.
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Nevertheless, Information Minister Fackson Shamemilaterally named economist Chibamba
Kanyama as the director general of ZNBC in MarchZ®our months before the parliament
received a list of board members for approval. Z0@2 Independent Broadcasting Authority
(IBA) Act was modified in 2010, granting the infoation minister similar powers of direct
appointment for the IBA, the broadcast media retgulddowever, by the end of 2012 the IBA had
yet to be established, and no new board memberbdwdappointed.

In October 2012, Zambia's registrar of societiesdtened to deregister tAambian Watchdog,
which is hosted outside Zambia, for allegedly feglto submit a postal address and pay required
fees.

The issue of media regulation had been contentiadsr the Banda government, as the MMD
made repeated threats to impose statutory regalaéi@onsortium of groups within the industry
made progress on self-regulation in 2010, agreimgtablish a voluntary, independent Zambia
Media Ethics Council (ZAMEC) and drafting a codeetifics that the proposed council would
enforce. However, under Banda, ZAMEC's launch wagatedly postponed, and the participation
of public media workers was prohibited. In a pesitstep under the new administration, ZAMEC
was officially launched in July 2012 with the fphrticipation of the public media, which employ
an estimated two-thirds of Zambia's media workers.

Upon taking power, the Sata government pledgetemthe public media — consisting of the
ZNBC and the widely circulated daili@ambia Daily Mail andTimes of Zambia — from
government control. Throughout 2012, the governmearde pronouncements that the public
media had been depoliticized. However, accordingports by media monitoring groups, these
outlets have generally continued to report aloragpvernment lines, and their journalists
continued to practice self-censorship. The onlepthajor daily is the privately owndtbst,

which has long been a vocal supporter of the PFRaagritic of the MMD. As a result, all major
print publications now favor the government.

Intimidation and physical harassment of journal@tsurs occasionally, and perpetrators include
members and supporters of both the ruling partytheapposition. In April 2012, three MMD
supporters received three-year prison sentenceshart labor for assaulting a crew from
independent Muvi TV and stealing their equipmer2@i1. In May, th&ambian Watchdog
claimed that its website was the target of distedudenial-of-service (DDoS) attacks. In July,
Defense Minister Godfrey Mwamba said the PF govemrwould "sort out” th&ambian
Watchdog in response to its highly critical reporting. lngust, UPND politician William Banda
attempted to strangle Muvi TV cameraman Lloyd Kaposgtside a police station in Lusaka. The
case was later settled out of court. In Septengbgroup of PF supporters attacked a
photojournalist from th@ost who attempted to photograph them while they weipihg police
break up an opposition rally in Lusaka. In Octolparty cadres from the UPND attacked a ZNBC
reporter and camera operator who were at Lusaklteheadquarters to conduct an interview
with a police official. The cadres, who accusedjthenalists of bias against the UPND, threw
stones and bricks at them and issued death thretltshey took refuge inside police
headquarters.

Political actors' intolerance of independent voials® extended to civil society. In September, the
PF youth chairman for Copperbelt Province, Kabwar@a, accused the Zambia chapter of the
Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) of becamgi politicized. MISA denied the accusation,
noting that it had supported the PF's efforts sselininate its views while in opposition.

In 2011, the Banda government had cracked downeamhiartoverage of a growing separatist
movement in Barotseland, in western Zambia. Ininolent, security forces closed local station
Radio Lyambai and confiscated its equipment aftaired an advertisement for a banned
secessionist meeting. Radio Lyambai was subseguaidived to reopen. However, in April
2012, authorities warned that its coverage of adiaeparatist council meeting was treasonous.
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There are three daily newspapers with wide cirautatheZambia Daily Mail, theTimes of

Zambia, and thePost. Several smaller independent papers, such d3ditg Nation, also publish.
The ZNBC is the primary broadcast outlet coveringndstic news. A growing number of private
radio stations, including dozens of community rastettions, operate freely, as do four private
television stations. International broadcast sewire not restricted. Some local private stations,
including Radio Phoenix and SkyFM, carry call-irais that express diverse and critical
viewpoints. In August 2012, the government issu@dull licenses and 16 construction licenses to
new radio and television stations.

Also in August, the permanent secretary for infaroraand broadcasting, Amos Malupenga,
threatened to revoke the licenses of outlets titatleed the government's reputation. In
September, the Zambia Information and Communicaleechnology Authority reduced the
transmission strength of University of Zambia (UNZRadio from 1,000 watts to 260 watts,
effectively limiting its reach to the campus itsd@lhe station had previously aired interviews with
opposition figures. The move sparked protests lyensity students.

Radio remains the medium of choice in most of thentry because of its relatively low cost of
access, but many stations face financial diffieglue to their dependence on sponsored
programming and the small advertising market. Reoef both state and private television
signals throughout the country remains poor. Ttetscof newsprint and ink (including high
import duties and taxes), printing, and distribnttemain very high, hampering print outlets'
ability to increase their readership. The governnsemetimes uses advertising as a tool to
influence media content and coverage. Only 13 me@iethe population accessed the internet in
2012 due to high costs.
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