x
7

Federal Office
for Migration
and Refugees

Briefing Notes

Group 62 - Information Centre for Asylum and Migration

27 May 2024

Afghanistan

Security situation

On 17.05.24, the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) attacked international travellers in Bamyan Province.
Three Spanish and three Afghan nationals were killed in the incident, and seven others, among them Afghan and
foreign nationals, were injured.

Between 13.05. and 15.05.24, Taliban fighters clashed violently with Pakistani border guards.

The National Resistance Front has claimed to have killed two Taliban in the city of Herat on 23.05.24.*

Persecution situation

According to a report on 14.05.24, the Taliban shot dead four men from Panjshir province at a checkpoint in Kabul,
claiming that they were thieves who had fled the scene of the crime. According to observers, the people had not
stopped properly at the checkpoint.

According to a report on 22.05.24, a former mine sweeper who worked with US troops has died. After his face
appeared in a documentary film and a video about that film circulating on social media, he was first detained by the
Taliban at a checkpoint, then released and arrested a again short time later. After his release, he died as a result of
torture.

On 25.05.24 the Taliban reportedly shot dead a former soldier in Baghlan province.

Protests against the destruction of opium fields continued in Badakhshan province (cf. BN of 13.05.24). On 13.05.24,
the Taliban reportedly shot at the protesters and killed three people. Reports of 16.05.24 say that a village in Argu
district of Badakhshan province was placed under house arrest following protests. The telephone network was also
switched off and the Taliban carried out house searches. Eyewitnesses reported that the Taliban were using lists to
search for people involved in the protests and arrested several people.

Between 13. and 26.05.24, a total of 25 people were flogged in several provinces. They were accused of offences
such as "running away from home", sodomy, extramarital affairs, possession and consumption of alcohol and
robbery, and some were also sentenced to prison terms. According to data from the Taliban's supreme court, a total
of 72 people were flogged in 17 provinces in April and May 2024. Most of the floggings took place in Khost
province.?

Humanitarian situation

Between 19. and 25.05.24, floods killed around 150 people in Ghor, Faryab, Sar-e Pol and Badakhshan provinces.
Many houses, roads and agricultural land were destroyed. Some districts are difficult or impossible to access for
humanitarian aid, and injured people have no access to healthcare. On 22.05.24, the WFP reported that
80,000 people have been affected by the floods and warned that food insecurity in the affected areas would worsen
in the coming months. Drinking water supplies have also been severely affected.

Deportations of Afghan nationals from Pakistan and Iran continue. with several hundred people crossing the
borders every day.?



Governance

According to a report of 18.05.24, the Taliban have issued a law prohibiting begging if the individual concerned has
a meal available, receives help from the Taliban or "abuses” children and people with physical disabilities for
begging.

The Taliban’s supreme leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada, who lives in Kandahar and never appears in public, was
reported to have arrived in Kabul on 16.05.24.*

Angola

CPJ: Home invasion and defamation lawsuit against well-known journalist

The NGO Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has reported that in the night of 27.04.24, an armed man broke
into the home of prominent journalist William Tonet, director and editor of the private newspaper Folha 8. Tonet
said he did not believe that the incident was an ordinary burglary, as several valuables were left untouched. The
burglar broke into Tonet's bedroom and fled after the journalist shouted at him. Tonet did not want to press charges
as he could not trust the authorities in Angola, he stated. On 06.06.23, the Folha 8 office in Luanda had already
suffered afire that destroyed film cameras and editing equipment worth USD 50,000. The police did not adequately
investigate this incident, Tonet said. Separate criminal proceedings are currently underway against him for
defamation and insult after a former judge filed a complaint about a Folha 8 report from 2020. The journalist now
sees himself under pressure from all sides as a result of the mounting incidents.’

Burkina Faso

Military government extends transition period by five years

On 25.05.24, Burkina Faso’s interim president and head of the military junta Ibrahim Traoré signed a new charter
for the so-called transitional period, which will allow him to remain in office for a further five years and to run in
elections at the end of his term. The five-year transition period is due to officially come into force on 02.07.24. The
original plan had been to extend the period by three and a half years. The precarious security situation in the country
was cited as the reason for the extension.®

Chad

After the presidential election: End of transition period and government of national unity

On 16.05.24, following appeals, the constitutional council confirmed the provisional election results of the
presidential election held on 06.05.24 (cf. BN of 13.05.24), according to which transitional President Mahamat Idriss
Déby won the election with around 61 percent of the vote. Opposition candidates Succés Masra, who had previously
claimed victory, and Albert Pahimi Padacké accepted the decision. The situation in N'Djamena remained calm
following the constitutional council's decision. The following day, Déby announced that there would be no new
government of national unity and that the transition period had come to an end. On 23.05.24, Déby was sworn in
as president.’

Colombia

Security situation: EMC attacks in south-west Colombia

At least four people were killed and at least seven injured in bombings and attacks on 20.05.24, including in Jamundi
and at a police station in Morales. These acts, and more recent attacks on police and military in south-west
Colombia were apparently carried out by members of a faction of the FARC dissident group Estado Mayor Central
(EMC). In March 2024, the government had cancelled the ceasefire agreement with the EMC in Cauca and
elsewhere due to acts of violence. The International Crisis Group, among others, has recently warned of a further
fragmentation of the conflict and increased violence following internal tensions and the separation of a faction
from the EMC.



According to a security report seen by Reuters, the membership numbers of the four largest and most important
non-state armed groups (Clan del Golfo, ELN, EMC and Segunda Marquetalia) have increased in 2023. Members of
the last three groups are also apparently based in neighbouring Venezuela.®

Situation in prisons

On 16.05.24, Elmer Ferndndez, who had been appointed director of La Modelo prison in Bogot4 in April 2024, was
killed. He had previously received death threats from an alleged prisoner in connection with random searches and
prison transfers. The Petro government had already declared a prison emergency in February 2024 due to riots,
murders, and numerous threats against prison staff. Media reports say that five prison staff have already been killed
this year and, according to the national prison authority INPEC, Fernandez was not receiving any protection at the
time of his death.®

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Coup attempt

In the morning of 15.05.24, a group of around 50 armed men in camouflage clothing briefly occupied the
presidential office in the Palais de la Nation in the capital Kinshasa, and attacked the residences of the prime
minister, the defence minister and another senior politician. The Congolese authorities spoke of an attempted coup.
Media report that the attackers entered the Palais de la Nation and hoisted Zairean flags. Security forces then
intervened and thwarted the coup attempt. The army killed the group’s leader, U.S.-based Congolese politician
Christian Malanga, and three other people. Around 40 others were arrested. According to media reports, Malanga
had presented himself on his website as the "President of New Zaire" and head of a government in exile but had
not mentioned any plans to seize power by force.

The situation in the capital Kinshasa has since returned to normal. Pending the results of the investigations
launched to identify those responsible, security forces remain deployed around the Palais de la Nation.™

Ecuador

State of emergency; HRW deplores human rights violations by state security forces

In a letter to the Noboa government published on 22.05.24, HRW drew the government's attention to human rights
violations by state security forces during the state of emergency to combat the declared internal armed conflict.
HRW also called on the government to take measures to prevent such violations and to expedite investigations. In
addition to cases of arbitrary arrests, at least one extrajudicial killing has apparently been carried out. The NGO also
questioned the existence of an internal armed conflict in the country under the conditions required by international
law, describing the mere declaration of a non-international conflict by the Noboa government as not sufficient to
justify the associated serious restrictions on fundamental rights and the wide use of force under international
humanitarian law, which might facilitate human rights violations.

The attorney general’s office recently stated that it was investigating into eight alleged extrajudicial killings related
to the state of emergency and into nearly 50 reported cases of torture.

Already on 10.05.24, the constitutional court already declared the state of emergency in five provinces of Ecuador
illegal for lack of justification. On 22.05.24, President Noboa declared a new state of emergency in seven provinces,
allowing the security forces to search homes and wiretap conversations without prior authorisation.*

Egypt

Two students arrested on terrorism charges

Two students were reportedly arrested by the security forces on 08. and 09.05.24 and presented to the prosecution
on 13.05.24. The prosecutor ordered them to be detained for fifteen days. They are accused of joining a terrorist
organisation and publishing false news. Days earlier, the two students apparently had expressed their support for
the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip on social media as part of a newly founded student movement for Palestine. *?



Georgia

Parliament passes law on foreign influence

Following the adoption of the controversial law on foreign influence by parliament on 14.05.24, President Salome
Zurabishvili, who is considered proEuropean, vetoed it on 18.05.24. "Today I am vetoing [...] the law, which, in its
essence and spirit, is fundamentally Russian and contradicts our constitution,” she said in a televised statement.
However, the pro-government members of parliament in Tbilisi have a sufficient majority to override the
president's veto as early as the end of May 2024.

The Georgian parliament had passed the law on foreign influence in its third reading. According to this law,
organisations and media that receive at least 20 percent of their funding from abroad must register as entities that
pursue the interests of foreign powers. Critics see parallels with the law against foreign agents in Russia, which
allows the authorities there to take massive action against critical media and NGOs in particular. The MPs approved
the bill with 84 votes in favour and 30 against. Before to the vote, there were riots among individual MPs in
parliament.

Since the beginning of April 2024, mass protests and clashes with the security forces have been taking place over
the law in Thilisi. The adoption of the law has also triggered international criticism. The EU, UN and NATO have all
called on the government in Tbilisi to change course. Georgia has been an official EU accession candidate since
December 2023. The next parliamentary elections are scheduled for October 2024 (cf. BN of 06.05.24, 29.04.24 and
22.04.24).5

Guinea

Media freedom: Licences withdrawn from private TV and radio stations

On 22.05.24, three private media groups had to stop broadcasting by order of information and communication
minister Fana Soumah. Reports say that the stations affected by the licence withdrawals are Hadafo Médias,
Fréquence Médias and Djoma Médias, whose TV and radio stations are among the most popular private
broadcasters in the country. In December 2023, broadcasting of these channels had already been restricted, with
Canal+ instructed to stop broadcasting them (cf. BN of 08.01.24), so that they could no longer be received in
Conakry. The reason given was that the groups had not complied with the "content of the service descriptions".
Several hundred jobs are expected to be lost as a result.

Reports of measures taken by the authorities under the ruling military junta to restrict media freedom have been
increasing recently (cf. BN of 22.05.23, 23.10.23, 08.01.24, 05.02.24 and 26.02.24). On 22.05.24, a media self-
regulation body, the Observatoire guinéen d'autorégulation de la presse (OGAP), began its work. The establishment
of OGAP was a result of recent negotiations between media organisations and the authorities. The media groups
had hoped that this would put an end to the restrictions on the broadcasting of their channels. However, the main
trade union for media professionals, the Syndicat des professionnels de la presse de Guinée (SPPG), has reportedly
criticised OGAP as being an instrument of auto-censorship.*

Guinea-Bissau

Activists detained

On 24.05.24, an investigating judge ordered the immediate release of eight activists — or nine, depending on the
media report - who had been arrested on 18.05.24. On that day, they had taken part in a protest march in Bissau
organised by the Popular Front (Frente Popular), founded in March 2024 and dedicated to "saving the republic".
The march was directed against the government leadership of President Umaro Sissoco Embalé, in particular
against the renewed dissolution of parliament (cf. BN of 11.12.23). A total of 93 people were reportedly arrested,
84 of whom were released the following day. One of the detainees was apparently hospitalised. Among those
detained for longer is Armando Lona, coordinator of the civil society alliance Popular Front. The National League
for Human Rights (LGDH) made allegations of torture against the police, but also criticised political parties and the
international community, including the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), for their lack of support



for civil society concerns. On 25.05.24, the investigating judge's decision to release the detainees had not yet been
implemented.

The pro-government movement "Respect for the authorities of the state”, also recently formed, had called for a
counter-demonstration on 18.05.24. It is not reported whether this rally actually took place. However, the state
secretary for public order reportedly reminded the public that a government decree issued in January 2024 banned
all public protests.*®

Iran

New trial against Narges Mohammadi

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammadi, who has been serving yet another prison sentence since November
2021, reported in a message from Evin Prison that became public on 18.05.24 that she has been charged again and
that a new trial is imminent. The charges are reportedly based on statements she made in an audio message
accusing the Iranian government of waging a "war on women".*¢

Death of President Ebrahim Raisi

On 19.05.24, President Raisi and seven others, among them the foreign minister, died in a helicopter crash near the
village of Uzi in West Azerbaijan province. According to the investigations, the crash was not the fault of a third
party. The helicopter was a Bell 212 manufactured in the USA, which Iran had acquired before the Islamic
Revolution. Technical failure is therefore believed to be the most likely cause.

While Raisi's death led to official expressions of grief, several days of national mourning and a state funeral,
opposition-minded Iranians expressed their joy, especially on social networks. Videos of spontaneous fireworks set
off over several Iranian cities and open displays of joy led to heated debates. Raisi is considered one of the main
figures responsible for a large number of executions in the 1980s and for the suppression of the 2022 protests
following the death of Mahsa Amini.*’

Iraq

Minority seats in Kurdish regional parliament

On 21.05.24, Irag’s supreme court ruled that five of the 100 seats be reserved for minorities in the upcoming
elections for the Kurdish regional parliament. Two seats each will be allocated to the provinces of Erbil and
Sulaymaniyah, one to the province of Dohuk.

The ruling came after several parties from religious and ethnic minorities had filed a lawsuit against the supreme
court's ruling in February. In that ruling, the court had declared the eleven seats reserved for members of minorities
to be unconstitutional (see BN of 26.02.24).%8

Death penalty imposed

On 13.05. and 19.05.24, a total of three people, among them one foreigner, were sentenced to death for drug
trafficking.

Under to the Iragi narcotics law, convictions for producing, importing, or exporting narcotics are punishable by life
imprisonment or the death penalty.

Kyrgyzstan / Pakistan

Mass departure of Pakistani and other South Asian students from Kyrgyzstan

Hundreds of students from Pakistan and other South Asian countries are leaving Kyrgyzstan after hundreds of
young Kyrgyz men stormed student residences in the capital Bishkek and attacked foreign students on 18.05.24.
This incident was triggered by a video published on social media showing an alleged altercation between Kyrgyz
students and Egyptian medical students on the night of 13.05.24. The Kyrgyz health ministry informed on 20.05.24
that more than 40 people were injured in the riots in the student dormitories.



According to the Kyrgyz authorities, around 1,200 Pakistani students have already left the country by 20.05.24
following the unrest. On 21.05.24, eight charter flights from Bishkek to the Pakistani cities of Islamabad, Lahore
and Peshawar brought hundreds more students from the capital of the Central Asian.?°

Lebanon

Situation in southern Lebanon and northern Israel

Hezbollah and the Israeli army continue to exchange artillery fire.

At least 440 people, among them 84 civilians, have now been reported dead on the Lebanese side, and 14 soldiers
and eleven civilians on the Israeli side.

On 26.05.24, Israel celebrated the Jewish feast of Lag BaOmer, when many Jews traditionally make a pilgrimage to
Mount Meron. The area had been closed due to the threat posed by Hezbollah. However, a group of several
thousand pilgrims attempted to enter the area, leading to violent clashes with Israeli security forces.?

Libya

New fighting in western Libyan town leaves one civilian dead and several injured

Inthe morning of 18.05.24, brief clashes between armed groups associated with the Government for National Unity
(GNU) in Zawiya, a town around 40 kilometres west of Tripoli, reportedly left at least one civilian dead and between
six and 22 injured. Media report that families were trapped in their homes and educational institutions were closed
as a result of the clashes. Fighting stopped later in the day following mediation by tribal elders. The reason for the
armed clashes is not clear.?

Member of parliament missing after robbery

Following the robbery of the home of a MP in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi, the authorities reported him
missing on 17.05.24 and launched investigations. The UN Support Mission for Libya (UNSMIL) said it was deeply
concerned about the MP’s disappearance, called for his prompt release, and condemned all forms of arbitrary
detention across Libya.

Already in July 2019, MP Siham Sergiwa and her husband had been abducted from their home in Benghazi by
unknown assailants. Both are still missing.?*

35 peopleinjured or killed by explosive ordnance within one year

UNSMIL reports that between April 2023 and April 2024, at least 35 people were injured or killed by accidents
involving mines and unexploded ordnance, 26 of whom were minors.

The UNSMIL head of the demining department stated that in the past five years, at least 400 people were killed or
injured in accidents involving explosive ordnance. She added that around 36 percent of the areas identified as
dangerous have meanwhile been cleared of abandoned explosive ordnance.?

Mali

National dialogue recommends extension of junta government

At the end of the inter-Malian dialogue organised by the junta government on 11.05.24, the participants
recommended extending from two to five years the transition period from the current military government to a
democratically elected government. Media report that other key recommendations included the candidacy of junta
leader Assimi Goita in the next presidential elections, the exact date of which has not yet been set. Some participants
in the dialogue also called for a significant reduction of the number of political groups allowed to operate in the
country. This would reduce the number of oppenents for Goita if he were run in the presidential elections. The
military government had previously banned the activities of political parties and associations of a political nature
until further notice in order to maintain public order (cf. BN of 22.04.24). As a result, the parties did not take partin
the national dialogue meeting.



A collective of parties and civil society organisations in Mali has rejected the prospect of several years of military
rule and condemned the dialogue as a "masquerade” to keep the military in power.?

Civilian casualties from armed attack

On 25.05.24, unidentified assailants attacked the village of Diallassagou (Bankass district) in Mopti region in the
centre of Mali, killing at least 18 civilians. According to media reports, the villagers were attacked on their way to
their fields. The Malian military government has attributed the massacre to the jihadist group Katiba Macina, which
belongs to al-Qaeda. However, Katiba Macina has denied being responsible for the attack.

In June 2022, there had been a similar attack by suspected jihadists in the same village that had claimed more than
130 civilian lives (cf. BN of 27.06.2022).2

Mauritania

Seven candidates in presidential election

According to the list published by the constitutional council on 20.05.24, seven candidates (among them no women)
have been admitted to the presidential election scheduled for 29.06.24, a news agency reports. Former President
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, who is currently imprisoned (cf. BN of 11.12.23), was not included, although, contrary
to expectations, he had been allowed to leave prison to submit his candidacy. There were formal reasons for his
exclusion, such as the lack of sufficient sponsors ("parrainages"). Candidates running in the election include the
incumbent Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, who is considered the favourite, the leader of the Islamist opposition party
Tewassoul, Hamadi Ould Sid'El Moctar, and human rights activist Biram Ould Dah Ould Abeid, who had come
second in the 2019 election.?”

Myanmar

Security situation

On 14.05.24, the Myanmar military killed at least 15 civilians and injured 16 others in airstrikes on Thandwe,
Kyauktaw and Maungdaw townships (Rakhine State). On 17.05.24, around 30 civilians died and around 200 others
were injured in Buthidaung (Rakhine) as a result of airstrikes by the military and drone attacks by the Arakan Army
(AA). The victims were Rohingya from around 20 villages who had sought shelter from the fighting in a school.
According to media reports, the AA completely burnt down the town of Buthidaung. On 18.05.24, nine more
civilians were killed by military bombardment in Thandwe. On 21.05.24, the military killed one civilian and injured
eleven others in an airstrike in Maungdaw. According to UN figures from 24.05.24, an estimated 45,000 Rohingya
have fled to the Myanmar border region with Bangladesh in search of protection.

In Shan State, military troops bombed several villages in the Nawngkhio community on 15.05 and 16.05.24. One
woman and one chiled were killed and twelve civilians were injured.

In Tonzang Township (Chin State), around 8,000 people have fled as a result of military air strikes (as of 21.05.24).
In the Indian state of Manipur, to which thousands of Myanmar’s civilians from Chin state and the Sagaing region
have fled since the military coup in February 2021, a total of 5,500 "illegal immigrants" are to be deported, according
to the chief minister of the state.

On 21.05.24, the military bombed the city of Laiza (Kachin state) on the border with China. There were no reports
of civilian casualties.

According to UN figures, the number of people displaced by the civil war now stands at over 3 million, a 50 percent
increase in six months. Of these, 1.5 million have taken refuge in Chin State and Magway and Sagaing regions, over
900,000 in Kayah, Kayin, Shan, Mon States and Bago and Tanintharyi regions, and a further 365,000 in Rakhine
State.



Nigeria

Plateau State: Deadly attack

On 20.05.24, gunmen on motorbikes attacked Zurak village in the Wase Local Government Area (LGA), central
Nigerian Plateau State, setting fire to several houses and killing around 40 people. According to media reports,
several people fled to neighbouring villages. Nigerian security forces apparently arrived on the scene several hours
later. Plateau State lies between the Muslim north of Nigeria and the predominantly Christian south. Violent clashes
between nomadic herdsmen and sedentary farmers have occurred there in the past (cf. BN of 08.01. and 29.01.24).
At the end of January 2024, an outbreak of intercommunal violence in Mangu LGA of Plateau State had left about
50 people dead (cf. BN of 29.01.24).

The violence may have been triggered by conflicts over land, grazing and water rights, but also by the desire for
revenge for previous acts of violence or - or at the same time - by simmering ethnic rivalries. The non-settlers
involved are usually of Muslim faith, while the settlers are often Christians.?

Niger State: Dozens of kidnappings

On 24.05.24, about 300 armed men described as bandits invaded the village of Kuchi in Munya LGA in Niger State,
killing around ten people and abducting at least 160 others. According to media reports, the abductees are mainly
women and children. Local security forces were also reportedly among those killed. The human rights organisation
Amnesty International (AI) apparently expressed concern about the mass abduction. According to Al, the mass
abductions and killings are evidence of the government's failure to protect the population. Members of these
groups, described by the state as bandits or terrorists, are active in several regions of the state and responsible for
attacks on villages. Niger State, Nigeria's largest federal state in terms of area, is located in the west of the Middle
Belt zone and borders the north-east of neighbouring Benin.°

Pakistan

Punjab: Attack on Christian settlement following alleged Koran desecration

On 25.05.24, an angry crowd attacked a Christian settlement in Sargodha in Punjab province for alleged blasphemy.
A member of the Christian community had reportedly desecrated the Koran. At least one house and a small shoe
factory were set on fire. In addition, several members of the Christian community, including the accused himself,
were physically abused and security forces were pelted with stones. A large contingent of police then cordoned off
the settlement and dispersed the crowd. Eleven police officers were reportedly injured, and more than two dozen
people arrested. According to a Christian organisation, video footage shows that the police did not initially
intervene. The police deny this. On 25.05.24, the authorities said that around a dozen members of the Christian
community, including the accused, were rescued. Investigations are ongoing.3!

Palestinian Autonomous Territories / Israel

Gaza Strip: latest developments; humanitarian situation

On 27.05.24, the Hamas-led health ministry stated that almost 36,000 Palestinians have been killed in the Gaza
Strip since the start of the war. The ministry does not officially distinguish between combatants and civilians.

In addition, according to the Israeli military, a total of 285 military personnel have been killed and 1,781 others
wounded since the start of the ground offensive until 24.05.24. In the night of 25.05.24, the bodies of three more
hostages were recovered in the Gaza Strip, following the discovery of three a week earlier.

Fighting in Gaza, including airstrikes by the Israeli military, continues. In Rafah and in the Jabaliya refugee camp in
the north of Gaza in particular, Israeli troops and Palestinian militia members were engaged in heavy fighting.
According to Palestinian health workers, 35 people were killed in an airstrike on 26.05.24 on a refugee camp near
the city of Rafah. The Israeli military claimed to have hit a Hamas facility and killed two high-ranking Hamas
members. The neighbourhood where the attack took place has not yet been called for evacuation as part of the
military offensive in Rafah. The Red Crescent stated that the area was one of the humanitarian zones designated by
the military.



Since the start of the military offensive in Rafah on 06.04.24, the south of Gaza has been largely cut off from
humanitarian aid. More than 1 million Palestinians have fled the city. Egypt has refused to open the Rafah border
crossing, which is under Israeli control on the Gaza side. On 21.05.24, the UN suspended food distribution in Rafah
due to the lack of goods and the security situation. On 26.05.24, under a new agreement with Egypt to bypass the
Rafah crossing, some 200 trucks of aid resumed entering through the Kerem Shalom crossing in southern Gaza.
However, it initially remained unclear whether aid organisations in Gaza would be able to reach the deliveries via
Kerem Shalom in view of the ongoing fighting. According to the UN, access to the border crossing has usually been
too dangerous since the start of the offensive in Rafah. Before the start of the offensive in the south, some 300
trucks a day were able to enter Gaza S via the two southern crossings.

Two crossing allow aid to enter northern Gaza. In addition, the floating dock facility now completed by the US
military allows several dozen trucks a day to enter via a floating jetty. However, there are reports that there is still
a shortage of relief supplies. Humanitarian organisations estimate that a total of 600 trucks a day would be needed
to meet the demand.

As of 24.05.24, there were still 15 (out of a total of 36) partially functioning hospitals and six field hospitals available
to the population. According to the UN, there is no functioning hospital accessible in northern Gaza. Hospitals in
the south and in central Gaza continue to be threatened by fuel shortage. A hospital in Deir al-Balah was forced to
cut its electricity supply on 23.05.24.%

Israel: Rocket alert in Tel Aviv

On 26.05.24, rockets fired from Gaza set off air raid sirens in the Israeli capital Tel Aviv for the first time in four
months. Several of the eight rockets were reportedly intercepted by the air defence system. The military said the
rockets were fired from Rafah. Hamas has claimed responsibility for the attacks. Two people were lightly injured
on their way to shelters.**

West Bank: Several dead and injured in military operations; one minor killed after attempted knife attack

In the late evening of 17.05.24, Israeli fighter jets and helicopters targeted Jenin in the north of the West Bank. The
Islamic Jihad in Palestine (P1)) group has claimed that a member of the Jenin Brigade was killed in the attack. In
addition, media reports also stated that eight people were injured.

On 23.05.24, the Israeli military ended a two-day military operation in Jenin. In the fights, at least twelve people
were reportedly killed and 25 others injured. At least eight of those killed were Hamas and al-Agsa Brigade
members. The PIJ said that some of their fighters were also among the dead but gave no numbers. The director of
a hospital in Jenin stated that one of his doctors was among the victims. He had been on his way to work.

Media report that on 26.05.24, a 14-year-old Palestinian was shot dead by Israeli soldiers after he tried to attack
them with a knife near Saeer village in the southern West Bank. According to dpa, 191 Palestinians have been killed
in clashes with the Israeli military, attempted attacks, and attacks by militant settlers since the beginning of the
year. This brings the total number of Palestinians killed since the beginning of the war in Gaza to 497.%*

Peru

Poverty rates increased again in 2023

The national statistics institute INEI says that in 2023, poverty rates rose to 29 percent of the population. This is
almost 600,000 more people living in poverty than in the previous year. A total of 9.8 million people live on less
than USD 120 (446 soles) a month. Of these, 1.9 million are classified as living in extreme poverty, with an income
of less than USD 68. The figures continue to show a clear urban-rural divide. People in rural regions are
disproportionately more affected by poverty, although this figure has fallen slightly. In addition, the majority of
people in the Puno, Ucayali, Loreto and Huancavelica regions lack access to basic services such as water and
electricity.®



Republic of Moldova

Planned vote on EU membership

The Moldovan parliament has decided to hold a referendum on EU membership at the same time as the presidential
elections scheduled for October 2024. The constitutional court had previously agreed to combine the two votes. If
a majority of voters cast their ballots in favour, with an overall turnout of more than 33 percent, EU integration will
be given constitutional status as a "strategic goal of the Republic of Moldova". The EU had already agreed in
December 2023 to start accession talks. While President Maia Sandu is aiming to join the EU as soon as possible,
the opposition parties are calling for better relations between the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation
and for the referendum to be held only after negotiations have actually begun. Moldova and the EU have also signed
a partnership agreement in the areas of security and defence, which the EU says will strengthen Moldova's ability
to "protect its integrity and independence".3¢

Senegal

Sonko on LGBTIQ people and French military presence; arrests

On 16.05.24, the Prime Minister and chairman of the political party PASTEF, Ousmane Sonko, criticised the activism
of European organisations in favour of homosexuals and sexual minorities in a speech on relations between Africa
and Europe to students at the University Cheikh-Anta-Diop in Dakar. Among other things, he criticised attempts
by Western countries to impose their lifestyles on African countries and to pressure for the legalisation of
homosexuality in Senegal. Sonko called on Western countries to respect the peculiarities of African societies.
According to a media report, Sonko also said in his speech that people have always lived with this phenomenon and
that there has never been any discrimination against homosexuality in Senegal. Following this speech, religious
circles, members of the opposition and anti-LGBTIQ individuals accused him of advocating tolerance towards
homosexuality.

In his speech, Sonko also considered closing French military bases in Senegal. The country’s desire for autonomy
in terms of security was incompatible with the permanent presence of foreign military bases, he said.

On 20.05. and 21.05.24, the Senegalese police arrested the activist Bah Diakhaté and the preacher Cheikh Ahmed
Tidiane Ndao in Dakar after they attacked Sonko and his statements about homosexuality on social media on
16.05.24. Cheikh Ahmed Tidiane Ndao reportedly accused Sonko of tolerating homosexuality. Bah Diakhaté is said
to have accused Sonko of being homosexual himself. According to media reports, both men are subject to
investigations for spreading false news and insulting the head of government.*’

Collective demands compensation for victims of political unrest

The collective CV21-24 "Wattu" (Collectif des Victimes des événements politiques survenu entre janvier 2021 et
février 2024), founded on 17.05.24 and consisting of around 30 organisations, held a press conference to demand
fair compensation for all victims of the political unrest between January 2021 and February 2024. Since January
2021, there have been demonstrations, riots, and violent protests across the country. People have lost material
and/or immaterial goods due to the border closures caused by the demonstrations. At the end of April 2024,
President Bassirou Diomaye Faye had launched an initiative to set up a compensation commission for victims of
political events between January 2021 and February 2024. The collective is now reportedly offering to help the
government identify the victims. Most of the victims of the political unrest work in the informal sector, which
accounts for more than 95 percent of economic activity in Senegal. People who were injured during the protests or
relatives of victims who died during the protests are also to receive compensation from the Senegalese state.®

Sudan

Ongoing fighting

Several media report that the fighting around the besieged capital of North Darfur, El Fasher, has continued
unabated since it intensified on 10.05.24. The NGO Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) says that only two hospitals in
the city are still functional. Recently, more than 130 wounded died of their injuries in one of the two hospitals alone.
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The high number of wounded patients means that the two hospitals are overstretched. The remaining medical
supplies still available last for another week at most. The paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) militia is currently
attacking El Fasher from three directions and has cut off all supply routes.

As the RSF shelled the town, the Abu Shouk refugee camp to the north was also targeted on 22.05.24, forcing more
than 60 percent of the people living there to flee. There are currently around 2.8 million people living in El Fasher,
800,000 of whom are internally displaced persons who have taken refuge there. RSF bombardments have been met
with massive airstrikes by the Sudanese army (SAF), which in turn have repeatedly caused civilian casualties.**

Syria

North-west Syria: Violence against protesters

On 17.05.24, during demonstrations against Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham, the dominant group in north-west Syria, scores
of protesters were injured when security forces fired warning shots into the air and used batons to disperse the
demonstrators. The protesters were demanding the removal of HTS leader al-Jolani and the release of prisoners.
Protests calling for an end to the HTS leadership have been taking place repeatedly since February 2024, after a
member of the group was allegedly tortured to death in an HTS prison (cf. BN of 18.03.24).

The protests took place in various locations under HTS control, including Idlib city, Jisr al-Shughour, Binnish and
Sarmada.

On 24.05.24, the online medium Enab Baladi reported the arrest of several activists involved in organising the
protests.*°

Damascus: One killed by car bomb

On 25.05.24, a car bomb killed one man in the Mazze neighbourhood in the west of the Syrian capital Damascus.
According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR), the victim was allegedly a Syrian officer with close
ties to Iran and Hezbollah.

On the same day, an Israeli airstrike hit the town of Qusair, in the north-west of the capital, destroying a car and a
truck. SOHR reported that two Hezbollah members were killed and several others wounded in the attack.*

Tiirkiye

Opposition politicians sentenced

Media reported on 16.05.24 that a court in Ankara has sentenced the former leader of the pro-Kurdish HDP party,
Selahattin Demirtas, to 42 years in prison for terror propaganda and aiding and abetting the disruption of the unity
and integrity of the state. Demirtas is accused of riots and deaths related to anti-government protests called by the
HDP in 2014. The opposition politician has been in prison on these charges since 2016; his trial began in 2021.

In addition to Demirtas and others, the former HDP co-chair Figen Yiiksekdag was also charged in the trial. She
was sentenced to 30 years and three months imprisonment.*?

Ukraine

Civilian casualties and accusations of new war crimes

Against a backdrop of increased Russian attacks and fighting in the Kharkiv region, the number of civilian casualties
in the city of Kharkiv and the surrounding area has continued to rise. Between 13.05. and 26.05.24, at least 26 people
were killed in Kharkiv, five in Vovchansk and twelve in other towns in the region as a result of Russian attacks.
According to media reports on 14.05. and 19.05.24, a total of three people died in the Kherson region. On 26.05.24,
the Ukrainian prosecutor's office reported three deaths following Russian attacks in the Donetsk region. According
to the regional governor, one individual was killed in a Russian missile attack in Odessa on 18.05.24. The authorities
in the Russian-occupied territories reported four fatalities in Donetsk on 17.05.24, three fatalities in the eastern
Ukrainian city of Lysychansk on 23.05.24 and two fatalities near Simferopol in Crimea on 24.05.24 as a result of
Ukrainian attacks.
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Ukrainian interior minister Thor Klymenko and the head of the police investigation department of the Kharkiv
region, Serhiy Bolvinov, have both accused Russian forces of committing war crimes in the fiercely contested border
town of Vovchansk. The Russian forces have apparently captured and killed civilians and are holding 35-40 people
as "human shields" near their command centre. Also, residents were reportedly prevented from evacuating,
kidnapped, and driven into cellars. The Russian side has not responded to the allegations. According to the WHO,
more than 14,000 people have been displaced from the Kharkiv region as a result of the Russian offensive. Almost
190,000 people are still within 25 kilometres of the Russian border and are at great risk.*®

War developments

On 14.05.24, the chair of the Ukrainian security council Oleksandr Lytvynenko stated that the 50,000 Russian troops
on the border with the Kharkiv region have been reinforced by a further 30,000. According to the Institute for the
Study of War (ISW), the Russian armed forces seized 278 km? of Ukrainian territory between 09.05. and 15.05.24,
the largest territorial gain in a single military operation since the end of 2022. The Ukrainian presidential office has
announced a troop reinforcement, including reserve units in the region. Meanwhile, Ukrainian commander-in-chief
Oleksandr Syrskyi stated that he expected the fighting to intensify and that it might spread to the northern Sumy
region. According to media reports on 18.05.24, President Putin declared his intention to create a "buffer zone" to
protect the Russian border regions and said that there were currently no plans to capture the city of Kharkiv. The
ISW has come to the same conclusion. Military experts suspect that the intention is to destabilise Ukrainian forces
in order to force them to withdraw from other threatened sections of the front. According to media reports on
24.05.24, the governor responsible informed of the entry of Russian troops into the Sumy region. While the Donetsk
region is currently the most heavily contested, the situation in the Kharkiv region has now stabilised, according to
President Zelenskyi. Ukrainian military sources report that the last Russian warship stationed in Crimea and
equipped with cruise missiles has been destroyed.

Recruitment and Russian position on possible peace talks

On 18.05.24, the new Ukrainian mobilisation law came into force, which aims to better identify conscripts and
increase the size of the armed forces. According to the Ukrainian foreign ministry, this means that Ukrainians liable
for military service abroad can once again use the services of Ukrainian consulates, which, at the end of April 2024,
had stopped issuing or renewing identity documents for men who had not registered with the military authorities.
At the same time, the defence ministry has set up an app for online registration. In addition, President Zelensky
signed a law on 17.05.24 allowing criminal convicts to serve in the armed forces under certain circumstances
(cf. BN of 13.05.24). According to deputy justice minister Olena Wysozka, more than 3,000 prisoners have already
applied for military service. In total, around 20,000 prison inmates have been categorised as eligible. In contrast to
a similar procedure on the Russian side, the Ukrainian prisoners will not be pardoned, but only released on
probation.

On 24.05.24, Reuters news agency reported, citing four anonymous confidants close to President Putin, that he is
prepared to end the war with a negotiated ceasefire that recognises the current front lines in order to freeze the
war. At the same time, President Putin denied Volodymyr Zelensky's legitimacy as Ukrainian president after the
end of his five-year term of office, which President Putin sees as a legal obstacle to peace talks.*

Vietham

Security minister appointed President of the Republic

On 22.05.24, incumbent minister of public security To Lam was sworn in as the new President. He was the only
candidate nominated for the election by the central committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV). He
succeeds Vo Van Thuong, who resigned in March 2024 following allegations of corruption (cf. BN of 25.03.24). The
office of president is largely ceremonial in Vietnam but is one of the four highest political offices (“four pillars"). To
Lam is considered a hardliner on domestic policy and, as security minister played a key role in implementing the
CPV's anti-corruption campaign.

On 20.05.24, Tran Thanh Man was elected as the new chairman of the national assembly, succeeding Vuong Dinh
Hue, who resigned in April 2024 (cf. BN of 29.04.24).°
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la fin du dialogue inter-Maliens, 11.05.24; RFI: Le dialogue inter-Maliens préconise plusieurs années supplémentaires de régime
militaire, 11.05.24.
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UN News: Myanmar: UN rights office warns of growing crisis in Rakhine state, 24.05.24; Mizzima: Junta shells Nawngkhio and
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