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Disclaimer

This response to a COIl query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and
EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide.

Query responses are produced in response to COl information requests received from asylum authorities
within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COl information needs. Query responses are produced
within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information
provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in
line with the above mentioned COI methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the
person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular
legal position.

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political
statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COl researchers, policy makers, and decision-making
authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response.


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Report_methodology.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Writing_and_referencing_guide.pdf
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COIl QUERY RESPONSE - Democratic Republic of the Congo

Prison conditions in Kinshasa

1. Overview

Sources indicated that the conditions in most prisons throughout the country were ‘harsh,” ‘life
threatening,”? and ‘poor.”® Amnesty International’s annual report for 2022 also noted that the
state of prisons in the country deteriorated ‘at an alarming rate,” and that ‘thousands of
detainees were held in inhumane conditions’.*

Issues concerning prison conditions in DRC, as reported by sources, included overcrowding,®
the ‘dilapidation’ of prison facilities,® inadequate sanitary conditions and healthcare services,’
and violence.® Lack of basic goods and services, such as potable water,? food," electricity and
medicine was also reported."” Amnesty International indicated that due to prison conditions,
‘thousands’ of inmates have experienced starvation and physical and mental health issues."”

"USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p.7

2USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p. 7; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic Republic of the Congo — July to December 2022, 1
January 2023, url, p. 7

3 Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic Republic of the Congo — July to December 2022, 1 January
2023, url,p. 7

4Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url

5 ASF, Combating prison overcrowding and illegal detentions in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 20 September
2023, url; Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023,
url; USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 7; UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report
of the Secretary-General, 20 March 2023, url, para. 60

6 Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url; Radio
Okapi, Rose Mutombo reconnait les mauvaises conditions carcérales en RDC, 16 November 2022, url

7USDQOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p. 7 — 9; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic Republic of the Congo — July to December 2022, 1
January 2023, url, pp. 7, 12

8 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p.7

 Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url;
USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p.7

10 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 7; RFI, RDC: pres de 70 détenus sont morts a la prison de Makala depuis janvier, selon une ONG, 1 March
2023, url

" Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url

2 Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url


https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://asf.be/combating-prison-overcrowding-and-illegal-detentions-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
http://undocs.org/en/S/2023/208
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.radiookapi.net/2022/11/16/actualite/justice/rose-mutombo-reconnait-les-mauvaises-conditions-carcerales-en-rdc
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230301-rdc-pr%C3%A8s-de-70-d%C3%A9tenus-sont-morts-%C3%A0-la-prison-de-makala-depuis-janvier-selon-une-ong
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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Sources reported on the deaths of inmates in DRC prisons due to malnutrition,”® illnesses," or
ill-treatment.™ A January 2023 briefing note by the German Federal Office for Migration and
Refugees (BAMF) on DRC noted that, according to NGOs, ‘[d]etainees are forced to sleep
standing up, on the floor or in sanitary facilities. Meals provided in detention centres are one-
sided and of poor quality, with some detainees not even having access to such food.”®

The BAMF report indicated that, following a visit to the Makala Central Prison, the Minister of
Justice noted ‘several irregularities,’ including ‘cases of arbitrary detention, prolonged pre-trial
detention and missing detention records.” Radio Okapi, a local news source, reported that in
the same visit,, the Minister of Justice found more than 120 inmates who had already served
their sentence and were remaining imprisoned.® According to the same source, the Minister
of Justice also ordered the conditional release of 131 inmates and provided 1 000 mattresses
to the Makala Central Prison.”

2. Overcrowding

Furthermore, USDOS noted that central prison facilities were ‘severely overcrowded’.°
Sources reported overcrowding at Makala Central Prison in Kinshasa,? the largest prison in
the country.?? Sources described detention conditions in Makala Central Prison as
‘precarious.’? This prison, with a capacity of 1,500 inmates, ‘held as many as 9,652 inmates
simultaneously’ during 2022, according to the US Department of State (USDOS).?* The United
Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

8 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 30 November 2022, url, para. 51; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic
Republic of the Congo — July to December 2022, 1 January 2023, url, p. 12

¥ UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 21 March 2022, url, para. 48; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic Republic of
the Congo — July to December 2022, 1 January 2023, url, p. 12

'S Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url;
USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url,
p.8

'® Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes Summary: Democratic Republic of the Congo — July to December 2022, 1
January 2023, url, p. 7

7 Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes, 11 April 2022, url, p. 3; Radio Okapi, Kinshasa : 120 détenus ayant déja purgé
leurs peines trainent encore dans la prison de Makala, 9 April 2023, url

'8 Radio Okapi, Kinshasa : 120 détenus ayant déja purgé leurs peines trainent encore dans la prison de Makala, 9
April 2023, url

® Radio Okapi, Kinshasa : 120 détenus ayant déja purgé leurs peines trainent encore dans la prison de Makala, 9
April 2023, url

20 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 8

2'DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url; USDOS, 2022 Country Report on
Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023, url, p. 8

22 Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes, 22 January 2024, url, p. 4; Jeune Afrique, Makala, I’enfer a Kinshasa, 27
December 2023, url

23 DW, Kinshasa : prés de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

24 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 8



https://monusco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_-_english_s-2022-892.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=S/2022/252&Lang=E
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/Zusammenfassungen/briefingnotes-zf-hj-2-2022-demokratische-republik-kongo.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/briefingnotes-kw15-2022.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/04/09/actualite/justice/kinshasa-120-detenus-ayant-deja-purge-leurs-peines-trainent-encore-dans
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/04/09/actualite/justice/kinshasa-120-detenus-ayant-deja-purge-leurs-peines-trainent-encore-dans
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/04/09/actualite/justice/kinshasa-120-detenus-ayant-deja-purge-leurs-peines-trainent-encore-dans
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2024/briefingnotes-kw04-2024.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1513259/politique/makala-lenfer-a-kinshasa/
https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
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(MONUSCO) reported in March 2023 that Makala Central Prison’s population was 11 450.2°
According to Deutsche Welle (DW), the prison was accommodating ‘around 13,600 inmates.”?®
Sources also indicated that the Ndolo military prison, Kinshasa, with a capacity of 500 inmates,
is reportedly accommodating more than 2 000.%

Sources reported on the death of inmates in Makala Central Prison,?® which were attributed to
overcrowding conditions,?® including lack of medical care and sanitation,* and the general
conditions of detention.® For instance, between 7 June to 31 August 2022, MONUSCO
recorded 28 deaths in Makala Central Prison mainly attributed to overcrowding, malnutrition
and tuberculosis.® In an article published in December 2023, Jeune Afrique cited an activist,
president and coordinator of a local NGO as indicating that 505 inmates died in Makala
Central Prison from 1 January 2023 to 5 December 2023 due to [informal translation]
‘deplorable sanitary and detention conditions’, among other reasons.®®* According to an article
published in December 2023, Radio France Internationale (RFI) reported that, according to the
prison authorities, ‘only around 300 deaths - from suffocation, chronic illness and other
causes’ have occurred in Malaka Central Prison, and that the dead also included inmates
transferred by various security services ‘who often arrive in a critical condition’** Jeune
Afrique reported that, according to a study, the ‘notorious’ practice of “suffocation” is a
‘common penalty in the [Makala Central] prison, [...] some prisoners are sent to an
"overcrowded dormitory where [they] sit on the floor, lined up in a line, unable to lie down to
sleep," sometimes without the possibility of receiving food. Not everyone survives.”®

Factors reported to affect prisons’ overcrowding included ‘abusive use’ of preventive
detention,*® prolonged pretrial detention,® challenges faced by the judicial system,*® long

25 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 20 March 2023, url, para. 61

26 DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

27 HumAngle, A Prisoner Dies Every Two Days In DR Congo, 1 December 2022, url; VOA, Des ONG déplorent
surpopulation carcérale et détentions irrégulieres en RDC, 24 August 2022, url

28 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 20 March 2023, url, para. 61; Le Monde, RDC : 66 détenus morts en deux mois dans la prison
de Makala a Kinshasa, 27 February 2023, url; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes, 2 May 2022, url, p. 3

29 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 20 March 2023, url, para. 61; Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes, 2 May 2022, url, p. 3

30 Germany, BAMF, Briefing Notes, 2 May 2022, url, p. 3

3! Le Monde, RDC : 66 détenus morts en deux mois dans la prison de Makala a Kinshasa, 27 February 2023, url

32 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 22 September 2022, url, para. 53

33 Jeune Afrique, Makala, I'enfer a Kinshasa, 27 December 2023, url

34 RFI, RDC: plus de 500 détenus sont morts a la prison de Makala en 2023, 27 December 2023, url

35 Jeune Afrique, Makala, I'enfer a Kinshasa, 27 December 2023, url

36 ASF, Combating prison overcrowding and illegal detentions in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 20 September
2023, url; Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023,
url

37 Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023, url

38 ASF, Combating prison overcrowding and illegal detentions in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 20 September
2023, url; Al, Amnesty International Report 2022/23 — Democratic Republic Of The Congo 2022, 27 March 2023,
url


http://undocs.org/en/S/2023/208
https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://humanglemedia.com/a-prisoner-dies-every-two-days-in-dr-congo/
https://www.voaafrique.com/a/rdc-des-ong-d%C3%A9plorent-surpopulation-carc%C3%A9rale-et-d%C3%A9tentions-irr%C3%A9guli%C3%A8res/6714727.html
http://undocs.org/en/S/2023/208
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/02/27/rdc-66-detenus-morts-en-deux-mois-dans-la-prison-de-makala-a-kinshasa_6163525_3212.html
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/briefingnotes-kw18-2022.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
http://undocs.org/en/S/2023/208
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/briefingnotes-kw18-2022.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/EN/Behoerde/Informationszentrum/BriefingNotes/2022/briefingnotes-kw18-2022.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/02/27/rdc-66-detenus-morts-en-deux-mois-dans-la-prison-de-makala-a-kinshasa_6163525_3212.html
https://undocs.org/en/S/2022/709
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1513259/politique/makala-lenfer-a-kinshasa/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20231207-rdc-plus-de-500-d%C3%A9tenus-sont-morts-%C3%A0-la-prison-de-makala-en-2023
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1513259/politique/makala-lenfer-a-kinshasa/
https://asf.be/combating-prison-overcrowding-and-illegal-detentions-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://asf.be/combating-prison-overcrowding-and-illegal-detentions-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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judicial proceedings,* and large number of prisoners in pretrial detention.*® DW cited the
Director of Penitentiary Services at the Ministry of Justice as indicating that, at Makala Central
Prison, over 60 % of inmates are on pretrial detention.*

USDOS reported that in certain cases, prison authorities released individuals detained on
minor charges aiming to decongest prisons.*? For instance, sources reported that in February
2023, about 501 inmates of the Makala Central Prison were granted conditional release by the
Minister of Justice,”® as they already served more than a quarter of their sentences.** An
article published by Le Monde noted that during the period between the 1 January 2023 and
27 February 2023, 653 inmates of Makala Central Prison were granted parole by judicial
authorities to decongest prisons.* It was also reported in December 2023 that at least 53
prisoners from Makala Central Prison were transferred to the Luzumu detention camp, Kongo-
Central, to decongest that prison.*® Additional information could not be found among the
sources consulted by EUAA within the time constraints of this query.

3. Prison administration

USDOS noted that, in prisons throughout DRC, men and women were generally
accommodated in separate areas, but also that authorities ‘often held juveniles with adults,
especially women with girls.”*” The same source reported that pretrial detainees were rarely
separated from convicted prisoners.*® DW reported that the Makala Central Prison has
pavilions for men, women and minors.* The same source indicated that some women are
detained with children up to the age of five, including newborn babies.>° Jeune Afrique
reported that the 11 pavilions of Makala Central Prison were [informal translation] ‘very poorly
maintained.”' According to DW, pregnant women inmates, after giving birth, faced difficulties
to secure enough food for them or their babies, and that the lack of supplies, such as diapers,
was also reported.>? DW also noted that [informal translation] [tlhose not housed in the "VIP
pavilions" are sometimes crammed 250 to a room of less than 20 square meters, with no air

39 DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

40 DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

“ DW, Kinshasa : prés de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

42 USDOQOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 8

43 UNSC, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Report of the
Secretary-General, 20 March 2023, url, para. 61; Radio Okapi, Prison centrale de Makala : 501 détenus libérés, 13
February 2023, url

44 Radio Okapi, Prison centrale de Makala : 501 détenus libérés, 13 February 2023, url

45 Le Monde, RDC : 66 détenus morts en deux mois dans la prison de Makala a Kinshasa, 27 February 2023, url
46 Radio Okapi, RDC: plus de 50 prisonniers transférés de la prison centrale de Makala a Luzumu, 7 December
2023, url

47 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 8

48 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Democratic Republic of the Congo, 20 March 2023,
url, p. 8

49 DW, Kinshasa : prés de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

50 DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url

5! Jeune Afrique, Makala, I'enfer a Kinshasa, 27 December 2023, url

52 DW, Kinshasa : pres de 10 fois plus de détenus a Makala, 17 January 2024, url


https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://www.dw.com/fr/kinshasa-makala-prison-population-carc%C3%A9rale-rdc/a-67962254
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
http://undocs.org/en/S/2023/208
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/02/13/actualite/justice/prison-centrale-de-makala-501-detenus-liberes
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/02/13/actualite/justice/prison-centrale-de-makala-501-detenus-liberes
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/02/27/rdc-66-detenus-morts-en-deux-mois-dans-la-prison-de-makala-a-kinshasa_6163525_3212.html
https://www.radiookapi.net/2023/12/07/actualite/justice/rdc-plus-de-50-prisonniers-transferes-de-la-prison-centrale-de-makala
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conditioning or fans.”>® Additional information could not be found among the sources
consulted by EUAA within the time constraints of this query.

The USDOS report noted that, according to human rights observers, in certain prisons in DRC
‘prisoners themselves were sometimes given the responsibility to maintain order and
mistreated others,” which led to violence.>* DW reported that at Makala Central Prison, inmates
are supervised ‘in pairs by the prison administration and the inmates themselves. This is
known as the "liso likolo ya liso" system, which in Lingala means "one eye supervising
another".®® Jeune Afrique also reported that inmates were maintaining order in Makala
prison.®® Additional information could not be found among the sources consulted by EUAA
within the time constraints of this query.
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