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UN strongly condemns ‘appalling’ attack on
Syrian hospital

UNICEF/Ashawi A family arrives in Afrin in northern Aleppo governorate in Syria after escaping conflict in rural Idlib. (file)

14 June 2021 | Peace and Security (/en/news/topic/peace-and-security)

Senior UN officials have condemned a deadly attack on a hospital in Syria this past
weekend, underlining the need for accountability for crimes committed in the country’s
decade-long war.

The Al-Shifaa Hospital came under fire amid shelling in the rebel-held northern city of Afrin on Saturday.

At least 18 civilians were killed, according to media reports,
including staff and patients at the hospital. Parts of the faciity Geir O. Pedersen & . 4
@GeirOPedersen

were also destroyed.

The attack on Al-Shifa hospital was

Ceasefire needed now appalling and | strongly condemn it.
“Such appalling attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure, UN Special Envoy for Syria & ...
including healthcare facilities and workers, are unacceptable and .@GeirOPedersen strongly condemns

attack on Al-Shifaa hospital in Afrin in
. #Syria. See full statement here:
In a statemen specialenvoysyria.unmissions.org/state

(https://specialenvoysyria.unmissions.org/statement- ment-attr...

must cease”, the UN Special Envoy for Syria, Geir Pedersen, said

attributable-mr-geir-o-pedersen-united-nations-special-envoy-
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syria)t on Monday.

@ 32 Q 3 ﬁ, Share this Tweet
“All parties must fully comply with their obligations under

international humanitarian law, including the protection of < Tweet your reply >

civilians and civilian objects. | also reiterate the Secretary-
General’s call for accountability for crimes committed in Syria.”

The envoy added that the attack, and continuing violence in Syria, again underscores the importance of
implementing a nationwide ceasefire, as well as renewed effort toward a political settlement.

Third attack in two years

The Al-Shifaa Hospital, one of the largest medical facilities in northern Syria, has been hit three times
since 2019, according to two top UN aid officials.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1093972 12
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Imran Riza, Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for the country, and Muhammad Hadi,
Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syrian Crisis, strongly condemned the attack in a joint
statement
(https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/13%20June%202021%20Syria%20Joint%20Statement%20-
%20Civilian%20Casualties%20in%20Afrin.pdf) issued on Sunday.

They said the hospital provides an average of 15,000 medical services each month, including 350
newborn deliveries and 250 specialized surgeries. It has been receiving financial support from the UN

for the past two years.

“For the people of Syria, already beleaguered by ten years of crisis, health facilities should be safe

havens”, their statement said.

They reiterated that directing attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure, including hospitals,
are strictly prohibited under international humanitarian law.

¢ Receive daily updates directly in your inbox - Subscribe here (https://news.un.org/en/content/un-
newsletter-subscribe?utm_source=UN
News&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=un_news_newsletter) to a topic.

¢ Download the UN News app for your iOS (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/un-news-
reader/id496893005?mt=8) or Android (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=org.un.mobile.news&hl=en) devices.
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