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Subjece: Returnability of asylum seekers from Sierra Leone

Desr Meite,

Reference is made to your reguest for updated information on UNHCR’s position
with regard to return to Sierrs Leone.

Please be informed thet we have reccived the following information from our
Hesadquasters in Geneva, which is iz dated May 2000.

As reported by the international media and UN sources, Frreetown seerms to relatively
calm_ As a resuli, UNAMSIIL has remurned to the capital and sll its international
civilian staff who had been rclocated 1o Banjul, Gambia, have also returned. It should
be recalled that since the beginning of May, 2 climare of ingecurity sparked by attacks
and the detention of UN peacekeepers has ceused thousands of people to seek refiige
in Frestown, joining other IDPg who had been there before. The World Food
Programme has been registering the newly arrived IDPS who number sbout 35,000
bringing their total in Freetown to an estimeted figure of 80,000 IDP: whom WFP is
trying to take care of by delivering food. Their mumber ia wportedly decreasing since
some of themn have started going As reported by the internstions! media and UN
sources, Preetown seoms to be relatively calm, As'a result, back to their villages.

As regarde the activities of IXUF robols, the security situation ja relatdvely calm even
though few incidents involving pro-govermment forcas and RUF in recent days have
been reported. Thare has been in Frectown indeed an attack on one of the President’s
advisors leading to the death of two people. There are slzo unconfirmed reports that
RUF is regrouping in some arcas. Mosmwhile on 21 May, 54 of the detgined UN
persotinel were released and on 22 May another 29 wurc transporied to Monrovia in
Liberiz, and are expested to be shortly handed over tu Sierrs Leons, Az thig jumctuse
233 people have been released from detention, lcaving enother 255 UMN persomms] nﬁil
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in RUF hands while an investigation into the killing of some men wearing UN
uniforms is on-going. According to today’s reports, the remaining UN detainees were
reloased this weekend.

Foday Sankoh, the RUF leader is still in eustody with the government of Sierra
Leons. His wheresbouts have not been disclosed nor has the government come
forward with any information on what actions to be taken in relstion to serious abuses
of humman rights and international humanitarian law perpetrated in arcas under RUF
control after the July 1999 Lome Peace Agreement which have resulted in o sizesble
increase in IDP in Sierra Leone as well a5 in the flow of rofugees in Guinea (about
2000 new arrivals since the beginning of May). Some 40,000 including 6,000 new
IDPs have received assistance so far. However, the lack of sseurity in the eastern and
northern pasts of the country has caused the halt of food distribution by WEP to about
30,000 people. NGOs have also halted their assistance to some areas, So, the food
situstion might detetiorate further due to the security situation and to the heavy rains,
which are starting very soon.

With regards to the sooial and sconomic infrestructures, it is acedless to say that they
have been completely destrayed following nine years of fighting to such an extenr that
education institutions, health eenters, senitation structures and other social fucilities
do not exist or, at leaat are not fully operstional, both in the capital city of Freetown
and in the countryside maling living conditions very hard for the local population. It
is obvious thet under the prevailing ciroumstances returnecs would face endrmous
difficulties to regume & normal life in Sierra Loons. Henco UNHCR has niot started
implementing its mass volunta;y repatriation programme yot. In the meantime ,
UNHCR kindly requests countries of asylum or residence 1o allow Slerta Leoneans to
stay in their territory, at least on humeniterien grounds, wntil such time that they
could repetriate in safety end dignity.

We hope that the above can be of uss to you.
Regards, .
Wi DI——
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