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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Guinea abolished the death penalty for ordinary crimes in 2016.1 Lawmakers removed
the death penalty from the Code of Military Justice in 2017.2 Guinea’s last execution took
place in 2001.3

2. Guinea ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1978, but has
neither signed nor ratified or acceded to the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR.4

Scope of international obligations; Ratification of & accession to international instruments

Status of Implementation: Accepted, Not implemented
3. In the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review in 2020, Guinea accepted 11

recommendations to take steps toward ratification of or accession to OP2.5

4. Since then, however, there has been no evidence that authorities have taken any steps
toward ratification of or accession to OP2.

Death penalty

Status of Implementation: Accepted, Not implemented
5. In 2020, Guinea accepted 6 recommendations to commute the sentences of people

sentenced to death prior to the abolition of the death penalty.6

6. A 2022 Amnesty International report stated that “several” prisoners were still under
sentence of death, some for their involvement in the 2011 clashes in the N’Zérékoré
region.7 Amnesty International’s subsequent annual reports have not mentioned the
issue.8

I. RECOMMENDATIONS

7. This stakeholder report suggests the following recommendations for the Government of
Guinea:

 Take all necessary steps to ratify or accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, without reservations.

 Commute the sentences of anyone currently under sentence of death and replace those
penalties with sentences that are fair, proportionate, and aligned with international
human rights standards.
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