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Disclaimer

Head of state and governmekltahinda Rajapaksa

Unlawful detentions, torture and enforced disappeaances remained rife and went
unpunished. Government officials and supporters haassed and threatened human rights
defenders, journalists and members of the judiciaryvho spoke out about abuses of power or
advocated human rights accountability. More than timee years after the armed conflict
between the Sri Lankan government and the Liberatia Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
ended, impunity persisted for alleged war crimes ahcrimes against humanity. The
government failed to implement recommendations ainteat accountability made by Sri
Lanka's Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commissio(LLRC) and the UN Human Rights
Council. The authorities continued to rely on the IRevention of Terrorism Act to arrest and
detain suspects for lengthy periods without charger trial. Despite government claims,
many people displaced by the armed conflict were ndully settled, including some whose
land remained occupied by the Sri Lankan military.

Enforced disappearances

More than 20 alleged enforced disappearances wpogted. Victims included political activists,
business people and suspected criminals. Promiases from past years remained unresolved.

* Armed men abducted Tamil businessman Ramasamyuavaon 11 February, just two
days before the Supreme Court was scheduled tchieaomplaints against arbitrary arrest,
detention and torture by police and seizure obhsness in May 20009.

* In April, Frontline Socialist Party activists Prekoanar Gunaratnam and Dimuthu Attigala
were abducted shortly before the launch of the pasy; both were interrogated and
eventually released. Premakumar Gunaratnam, amalast citizen, said he was tortured by
his abductors, who he believed were linked to thvegnment.

http://refworld.org/cc-bin/texis/vix/rwmain?page=printdoc&docid=519f516 03-06-201:



Refworld | Amnesty International Annual Report 2(- Sri Lankz Page2 of 4

* Investigations failed to progress into the casgatifical activists Lalith Kumar Weeraraj
and Kugan Muruganathan — both allegedly victimerdbrced disappearance by the army
in Jaffna in December 2011. The two had been ptanaipeaceful protest by families of
the disappeared. The Court of Appeal repeatedltppasd the habeas corpus case filed by
relatives of the missing men.

* In June, former Attorney General Mohan Peiris wakeed to appear at a habeas corpus
hearing into the disappearance of political caristdArageeth Eknaligoda after he told the
UN Committee against Torture in 2011 that Eknaleyeadhs living in a foreign country. At
the hearing, Mohan Peiris admitted that he dicknotv Prageeth Eknaligoda's whereabouts
and claimed he could not remember who said he mesile.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

The authorities continued to arrest people witlvaautrants and detain them for extended periods
without charge or trial. As of October, the autlies acknowledged holding almost 500 alleged
former LTTE members without charge for what theynted "rehabilitation”. Hundreds of other
Tamil prisoners remained in administrative detenpending investigation into their suspected
links with the LTTE; many had been detained forrge&urveillance and re-arrest of people
released from rehabilitation continued.

Excessive use of force

* In February Antony Warnakulasuriya was killed amete others were wounded when the
Special Task Force (STF), a commando unit, fireel immunition into a crowd of people
from the fishing community who were protesting agaiuel price increases outside the
west coast town of Chilaw. Police reportedly blatkeotesters from taking the injured to
hospital by land, forcing them to go by boat.

Torture and other ill-treatment

Torture in police custody persisted. In at leagt ftases, victims died in custody after beatings or
other ill-treatment by the police.

« On 15 April, Chandrasiri Dassanayake, a withesshmman rights case filed with the
Supreme Court against the Officer-in-Charge of Wikl Police Station, died in custody
there. Police claimed they arrested him for carspbssession and that he fell sick in his
cell and was admitted to hospital. The victim's sgported seeing his father lying on the
floor of the cell bleeding and said Chandrasiri $2asyake told him he had been beaten by
police. The death led to local protests and théec®ffin-Charge, a sergeant and two other
police constables were transferred to other paliagons, but no further action was taken.

» Thirty Tamil prisoners were assaulted and two aiethjuries inflicted by STF members
who reportedly beat them in retaliation for a pmiggrising in Vavuniya in June.

» Twenty-seven inmates died in a clash between peisosnd STF members at Welikada
prison on 9 November. Results of an official inguito allegations that some prisoners
were extrajudicially executed were not made public.

Lack of accountability

The UN Human Rights Council adopted resolution 18/®larch, calling on Sri Lanka to
implement the LLRC's human rights recommendatiotsaaldress accountability for alleged
violations of international law. The governmentarPof Action on the LLRC recommendations,
unveiled in July, failed to commit to new or indedent investigations, and relied on the military
and police — implicated in serious violations ofrtan rights and humanitarian law — to police
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themselves. Sri Lanka's human rights record wassaed under the UN Universal Periodic
Review in November; Sri Lanka maintained that @ dot need independent investigations into
alleged human rights violations and past crimesuirdernational law despite concerns raised by
UN members.

A report by the UN Secretary-General's Internali®@wanel on UN Action in Sri Lanka,
released on 14 November, acknowledged the UNisréaib protect civilians during the country's
armed conflict.

Human rights defenders

Government officials and state-owned media lashgdbhuman rights defenders who attended
the UN Human Rights Council session in March, nglihem traitors. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Presidetii@Human Rights Council denounced Sri
Lanka's threats and called for an investigation2@mMarch, Sri Lanka's Public Relations
Minister threatened physical harm against jourtebsid human rights defenders, and claimed
responsibility for a violent attack in 2010 on arjoalist who then went into exile. The Health
Minister accused the Catholic organization Camtiasonspiring to undermine the government.

Freedom of expression — journalists
Journalists continued to come under pressure & tporting.

« On 5 July, Secretary of Defence Gotabaya Rajapéikeatened Sunday Leader journalist
Frederica Jansz with death when she attemptedexview him about an alleged abuse of
power. In September, the newspaper's new ownef liee and she left the country.

« Journalist Shantha Wijesooriya of the news welisategka X News told police that
assailants he believed to be members of the sgdartes attempted to abduct him on 5
July. A week earlier police had raided the offideene he worked.

* In September, journalist Nirmala Kannangara anda@qgrapher were surrounded and
threatened by army personnel when they tried tortegn the relocation of displaced people
from Manik Farm.

Justice system

On 7 October, armed assailants assaulted Manjulak@inatne, a senior high court judge and
Secretary to Sri Lanka's Judicial Services Commis&iSC), and attempted to drag him from his
car. On 18 September, he had issued a statemdethaif of the JISC complaining of attempts to
interfere with the independence of the judiciarg aarticularly with the JSC through threats and
intimidation.

In December, Parliament initiated impeachment prdoeys against Chief Justice Shirani
Bandaranayake. The UN Special Rapporteur on treperdence of judges and lawyers criticized
the impeachment process as "extremely politicizadd' lacking due process and fair trial
guarantees.

Internally displaced people
In late September, the authorities closed the Mastik Farm displacement camp and announced
that the last of more than 200,000 inhabitantsreatdned home. According to UNHCR, the UN

refugee agency, tens of thousands of displacedgstlb could not go home or fully resettle
elsewhere by the end of the year and dependedsiridmilies for shelter and assistance.
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» On 30 September, nearly 350 displaced people atkMarm boarded army buses
expecting to return home to Keppapilavu villaget, ware relocated to a barren plot of land
in Mullaitivu district because the army still oceeg their land. Displaced people
complained that the new camp had no infrastrucackinadequate drinking water. Other
relocated villagers had similar experiences.
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