| FLYGTNINGEN/AVNET | 5 19

Flygtningenaevnets baggrundsmateriale

Bilagsnr.: 519

Land: Somalia

Kilde: BBC News

Titel: Somali troops 'retake' key port city
Udgivet: 6. februar 2016

Optaget pa

. 26. februar 2016
baggrundsmaterialet:

®»  Flygtningenaevnet « Adelgade 11-13 « DK-1304 Kgbenhavn K
Telefon +45 3392 3334 « Fax +45 3920 4505 « E-mail fin@inm.dk « www.fIn.dk



Somali troops 'retake' key port city of Merca from al-Shabab - BBC News Side 1 af 11

EE News Sport Weather Shop Earth Travel Q

Home | Video | World ’ UK | Business | Tech | Science | Magazine

World Africa Asia Australia Europe  Latin America

. ADV
el tz
']\j.e g ai ‘h ner: Klik og bestil garc
Gratis besgg af fagmanden!

Somali troops ‘retake’' key port city
of Merca from al-Shabab

6 February 2016  Africa

The African Union said it made a tactical withdrawal from Merca on Friday

The Somali military, backed by the
African Union (AU), has retaken Merca

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35512034 19-02-2016
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from al-Shabab militants who seized

the port city on Friday, residents say.

Civilian casualties were reported after
what residents said was light resistance
from the militants.

The AU on Friday denied it had lost
control of Merca, saying it had made a
tactical withdrawal.

Al-Shabab was forced out of the capital
Mogadishu in 2011 but still has a
presence in large areas of the south.

= Who are al-Shabab?

Battle to rebuild
Somalia

Al-Shabab wants IS to
back off in East Africa

Al-Shabab: A
defector's story

Who was suicide
bomber Luul Dahir?

The shadowy centre
helping former al-
Shabab members quit

= What happened when al-Shabab attacked a Kenyan

base?

A Somali military official told AFP news agency: "The Somali
forces and Amisom [AU] peacekeepers secured control of Merca
again and now the situation has returned to normal.

"There was brief exchange of gunfire, but the militants have

fled."

He said "several" al-Shabab fighters and one Somaii soldier had
been killed in the fighting. A resident told AFP that four civilians

had died in his part of the city.
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Our troops will from time to time re-adjust their
positions for tactical purposes to guarantee

defeat of terrorists.

21 9

hitp://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35512034

Somalia

FB0URARE™S

19-02-2016

Side 2 af 11



Somali troops 'retake’ key port city of Merca from al-Shabab - BBC News Side 3 af 11

Twitber

Residents on Friday said Amisom and government personnel
left the city at midday, and soon after heavily-armed al-Shabab
militants marched in, raising their flag over the police station and
administrative headquarters.

Amisom later tweeted that it was still in control of Merka and
suggested its troops were "re-adjusting their positions for tactical
reasons”.

Some Somalis have taken to social media to demand an
explanation as to why Amisom abandoned the city and to
ridicule Friday's tweet, using the hashtag #SomeoneTellAmisom.

Merka, also spelt Marka, is iocated around 100km south-west of
Mogadishu and is both the state capital of Lower Shabelle and
the third largest port in southern Somalia.

The fighting in Merka comes three weeks after al-Shabab
overran an AU military base outside the scuthern Somali town of
el-Ade, saying they had killed about 100 Kenyan soldiers.
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