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OVERVIEW

(May 2020) On 6 May 2020, Spain reported that for the first time in its history, its long-term immigration detention facilities, “Foreign
Internment Centres,” were empty. These centres had long been the target of activists, local politicians, and human right bodies, who argued
that they were unnecessary and abusive. The Covid-19 crisis, which shut down deportation flights, provided a final push. But enormous
questions remain, including what is to happen to these facilities if the crisis eventually passes, how are former detainees being cared for, and
what is being done to protect the thousands of people stranded in Spain's Moroccan enclaves, where nominally “open” reception centres
were placed under lockdown.
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09 June 2021

Shortly after the onset of the first wave of COVID-19 in early 2020, Spain began emptying its immigration detention centres - Centros de
Internamiento de Extranjeros (CIEs) - and by 6 May 2020, authorities had temporarily closed them all (see 15 May 2020 Spain update on tt
platform). This development was welcomed by human rights organisations including the Campana Por el Cierre de los Centros de Intern:

para Extranjeros, who also highlighted that detainees were left without support or place of residence, and were not referred to reception Jie L0



s, Fernandez, “Luz Verde al Nuevo CIE de

Despite a second-wave of COVID-19 infections sweeping through Europe, the Spanish Algeciras por 21 millones de Euros," ABCandalucia, 11
government ordered the reopening of CIEs towards the end of September 2020. November 2020,

According to the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) 2020 annual report, due to a lack of https://sevilla.abc.es/andalucia/cadiz/sevi-verde-
protocols and sanitary measures, the reopening led to the spread of the virus, resulting nuevo-algeciras-21-millones-euros-

in detainees being isolated and causing widespread anxiety and anguish. The JRS 202011110733_noticia.html?

stated that the government reopened the centres to demonstrate its alignment with the  ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com?%2F

new European pact on asylum and migration presented on the same day as the S. Fernandez, *Luz Verde al Nuevo CIE de Algeciras por 21 millones

reopening of CIEs. The new pact on asylum, aims to, inter alia, speed up the timeframe de Euros. ABCandalucia, 11 November 2020,
p g : P Y ' ! " SP P https://sevilla.abc.es/andalucia/cadiz/sevi-verde-nuevo-algeciras-

for returns and ensure that detention operations are conducted in centres that would 21-millones-euros-202011110733_noticia.html?
guarantee this. One of the authors of the JRS noted that at that time, “the borders were ref-https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com?%2F

still very much closed and there was a lot of uncertainty about the possibility of

conducting returns. If detention in a CIE is a measure to ensure returns, how can detention be resumed if it is unclear that returns can be
conducted?”

The JRS also reported that of the 1,904 people returned during 2020, only 524 were returned from a CIE (27.5 percent), as most people are
returned within 72 hours following their arrival. According to the JRS, these statistics reinforce the argument that the use of detention is largely
unnecessary and causes unnecessary suffering. According to the report, there were 2,224 people held in CIEs during 2020, of whom 1,767 were
held due to a return order being issued against them. In addition, 42 were identified as minors. Nevertheless, according to the JRS, Spain has
indicated its commitment to expanding the use of immigration detention through its plan to build a new CIE in Algeciras, which will have a
capacity of 500 places and a budget of 21 million euros.

In May 2021, the country returned 4,000 of the 8,000 migrants who arrived in Ceuta during a wave sparked in part by a diplomatic dispute
between Morocco and Spain. Around 6,000 people (largely Moroccan nationals), of whom 1,500 were children, swam to Ceuta on 17 and 18 May
2021 and one person died during the crossing. The country mobilised 200 additional police personnel in addition to the 1,200 officers who were
already patrolling the border with Morocco.

Due to the large number of arrivals to the Canary Islands in 2020 (see 27 October 2020 and 20 November 2020 Spain updates on this platform), in
November 2020, the Spanish government unveiled the “Plan Canarias” which aimed to create 7,000 accommodation places for migrants on the
islands of Gran Canaria, Fuerteventura and Tenerife. However, five months later, in April 2021, Amnesty International Spain reported that reception
conditions on the archipelago remain worrying, including overcrowding, COVID-19 infections and general hygiene. On 15 April 2021, a Judge in
Las Palmas held that migrants stuck on the islands were entitled to travel to mainland Spain if they “proved their identity with a passport” or with
an “application for international protection.”

» Jesuit Refugee Service, “Legal Sense and Political Nonsense," 4 June 2021, https./sime.org/wp-

» Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, “Informe CIE 2020: Razon Juridica y Sinrazén Politica,” 4 June 2021
https.//sjime.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Informe-CIE-2020.pdf

¢ RTS, "l'Espagne Renvoie 4000 Migrants au Maroc et Déploie l[Armée a Ceuta,’ 18 May 2021,
https./www.rts.ch/info/monde/12207639-lespagne-renvoie-2700-migrants-au-maroc-et-deploie-
larmee-a-ceuta.html

e Campana por el Cierre de los Centros de Internamiento para Extranjeros, "#LosCIEsNoSeAbren:

Comunicado de la Campana Estatal por el Cierre de los CIE y el Fin de las Deportaciones,” accessed
on 14 May 2020, https://ciesnowordpress.com/

¢ European Commission, ‘New Pact on Migration and Asylum,” accessed on 8 June 2021,

https://ec.europa.ecu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-
pact-migration-and-asylum_en
e L. Carrasco, "La Pandemia Pone en Evidencia el Modelo de los CIE: Estuvieron Cerrados Cinco Meses
Espafa Sobrevivio," Infolibre, 4 June 2021
https:./www.infolibre.es/noticias/politica/2021/06/04/falta_coordinacion_protocolos_aislamiento_ansiedad_las_graves_consecuencias_reabrir_los_cie_plen
e R.Cereceda, L. Montalto, A. S. Alonso, "En Que Consiste el Pacto Europeo para la Migracion y el Asilo?
Solidaridad Obligatoria y Controles,” Euronews, 24 September 2020
https./es.euronews.com/2020/09/23/la-comision-europea-presenta-un-nuevo-pacto-para-
unificar-el-asilo-y-el-retorno-de-los-mig
e S Fernandez, "Luz Verde al Nuevo CIE de Algeciras por 21 millones de Euros,” ABCandalucia, 11
November 2020, https:/sevilla.abc.es/andalucia/cadiz/sevi-verde-nuevo-algeciras-21-millones-
€uros-202011110733_noticia.html?ref=httpsf3A%2F %2Fwww.google.com%2F
e L. Carretero, "Canaries: LEspagne ne peut empécher les migrants de se rendre sur le continent, selon
la justice." Infomigrants, 15 April 2021, https:/www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/31555/canaries-1-
espagne-ne-peut-empecher-les-migrants-de-se-rendre-sur-le-continent-selon-la-justice

e M. Poulet, “lles Canaries: Dans des Centres au Bord de lImplosion, des migrants toujours sans
solution,” France 24, 27 April 2021, https://observers france24.com/fr/europe/20210427-iles-canaries-
centres-migrants-implosion-sans-solution-impasse-espagne-europe

09 February 2021

During the past year Spain's Canary Islands, situated off the western coast of North QCamp Canarias 50 Viewed from Above in Gran
Africa, have witnessed a surge in migrant and asylum-seeker arrivals, a recurring Canaria on 26 January 2021, (Borja Suarez, Reuters,
situation that emerges when migration routes elsewhere in Africa are blocked. Camp Canarias 50 Viewed from Above in Gran Canaria on 26

. . . L . . . January 2021, (Borja Suarez, Reuters, “Spain: New migrant camps in
According to the Spanish Interior Ministry, the number of maritime arrivals during 2020 4 - . P 9 P
the Canary Islands," InfoMigrants, 27 January 2021,

was eight times higher than in 2019: 23,023 compared to the previous year's 2,687. In the https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/29909/spain-new
first two weeks of 2021, 1,069 arrivals were registered. With Spanish authorities refusing camps-in-the-canary-islands)
to transfer arrivals to mainland Spain during the pandemic, thousands have found
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themselves trapped on the islands.

Responding to the restrictions of movement imposed on asylum seekers on the Canaries, the Spanish Ombudsman (Defensor del Pueblo) sent a
‘reminder of legal duty” (or “recordatorio de deber legal’) to the Interior Ministry in early February, stating that the police could not limit the right
to freedom of movement for people seeking international protection, as established by law in 2009 and reaffirmed by several Supreme Court
decisions. The Interior Ministry has pointed to increasing pressures on Spain's asylum system, reporting that between January-November 2020,
the country received nearly 85,000 asylum requests, with the majority of requests submitted by people from Venezuela, Colombia, and
Honduras.

With the number of maritime arrivals in Gran Canaria on the rise, authorities have opened two new reception centres in unused military facilities,
replacing a makeshift camp on Arguinéguin Pier. However, according to various reports, rather than providing arrivals with safe and dignified open
accommodation, officials are detaining many new arrivals for 10 days at the newly opened Barranco Seco CATE (not to be confused with the
long-term detention facility, Barranco Seco CIE), which has had freezing and cramped tented conditions. This far exceeds the 72-hour detention
limit in place at the facility. It is unclear whether arrivals placed in the second facility--the “Leon School" in Las Palmas--are facing similar
detention situations. However, reports indicate that many migrants and asylum seekers are unable to leave the school out of fear of attacks from
the local community (several have complained of locals threatening them with knives and guns).

According to media reports, the opening of these new sites has fueled frustrations and fears amongst the migrant and asylum seeker
community, and protests, hunger strikes, self harm, and suicide attempts have been growing increasingly frequent. El Pais reports that on 5
February, a group of 80 people--mostly from Morocco and Mauritania--were sent to a new Tenerife camp called Las Raices. When they arrived,
they found tents filled with mud and water, and were forced to take refuge on bunk beds under blankets. A Moroccan man scheduled to be
moved to the camp and interviewed by the newspaper said, “The center in Tenerife is a freezer. And it's a way of holding us all together in order
to deport us to Morocco. We don't want to go back. Ever!

A COVID-19 outbreak has been reported at Tenerife's Hoya Fria CIE detention centre, which re-opened in November 2020 following a nine month
closure. As of 3 February, 21 detainees were reported to have contracted the virus--a figure that represents 31 percent of the facility's current
population (67 detainees)--and one detainee with underlying health conditions has been transferred to hospital for treatment. The centre was
previously criticised for its conditions, and Caritas Diocesana de Tenerife--which visits the facility--has stated that CIEs such as Hoya Fria are
“places that violate human rights." In January, conditions reportedly worsened in the wake of Storm Filomena, which caused flooding in corridors
and the collapse of several areas of roof. The Spanish National Police Union (JUPOL) in Tenerife has called for Hoya Fria's immediate closure.

« B. Bathke, "Video: Protests Against Migrant Arrivals on Canary Islands.” InfoMigrants, 2 February 2021,
https./www.infomigrants.net/en/post/30019/video-protests-against-migrant-arrivals-on-canary-
islands

¢ ElDiario, "1,069 personas migrantes sobrevivieron a la ruta canaria en las dos primeras semanas de
2021, 19 January 2021, https:/www.eldiario.es/canariasahora/migraciones/canarias-recibio-1-069-
personas-migrantes-primeras-semanas-2021_1_6909976.html#

¢ InfoMigrants, ‘New Migrant Camps in the Canary Islands,’ 21 January 2021
https:./www.infomigrants.net/en/post/29909/spain-new-migrant-camps-in-the-canary-islands

e Cadenasarcom, "El defensor del Pueblo exige a Interior que permita la libre circulacion de solicitantes
de asilo," 2 February 2021
https://cadenasercom/programa/2021/02/02/hoy_por_hoy /1612243284 _213068.html

e ElPais, "Tension Spreads Through Migrant Shelters in Spain's Canary Islands. 8 February 2021,
https://english.elpais.com/spanish_news/2021-02-08/tension-spreads-through-migrant-shelters-in-
spains-canary-islands.html

o T Winterburn, "Canary Island Immigrants Suffer Freezing Cold Temperatures And Cramped
Conditions." EuroWeekly, 16 January 2021, https:./www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/01/16/canary-
island-immigrants-suffer-freezing-cold-temperatures-and-cramped-conditions/

* N. Vargas, "El brote de COVID-19 en Hoya Fria afecta a 21 personas y vuelve a evidenciar las carencias
del CIE." El Diario, 3 February 2021, https./www.eldiario.es/canariasahora/migraciones/cie-hoya-fria-
brote-tenerife-covid_1_7191231.html#

e Camp Canarias 50 Viewed from Above in Gran Canaria on 26 January 2021, (Borja Suarez, Reuters
"Spain: New migrant camps in the Canary Islands.” InfoMigrants, 27 January 2021
https:./www.infomigrants.net/en/post/29909/spain-new-migrant-camps-in-the-canary-islands)

20 November 2020

There have been a number of judicial decisions in Spain in recent weeks that could
have crucial impacts on how migrants and asylum seekers are treated, in particular with
respect to Covid-related border controls. In one case from November, Spain's
Constitutional Court found that a provision in the country's controversial Citizen Security
Law allowing push backs of migrants who try to climb fences into the Spanish enclaves
of Ceuta and Melilla is constitutional. There remain exceptions to these push backs:
cases involving minors and other vulnerable groups such as the elderly or pregnant
women. According to EL Pais, the finding will not result in changes to legislation, but it
clarifies that the government can carry out these procedures, which have long been
condemned by observers as violating fundamental rights. In Spain, the Citizen Security
Law has been referred to as the “gag law" (“Ley mordaza") due to its effect on the right
to protest. The statute has long been contested and has gone through several

[ihe Camp Installed in Barranco Seco, in Las
Palmas de Gran Canaria, Where Part of the Migrants
from the Arguineguin Port Are Expected, (Angel
Medina, EFE,

The Camp Installed in Barranco Seco, in Las Palmas de Gran
Canaria, Where Part of the Migrants from the Arguineguin Port Are
Expected, (Angel Medina, EFE, "El Gobierno Trasladara Esta Tarde a
200 Migrantes desde Arguineguin a las Nuevas Instalaciones
Cedidas por Defensa," El Pais, 18 November 2020,
https://elpais.com/espana/2020-11-18/el-gobierno-comienza-los-
traslados-de-migrantes-desde-arguineguin-a-las-nuevas-
instalaciones-en-barranco-seco.html)

modifications, a constitutional challenge regarding certain provisions, and political opposition members have vowed to repeal the legislation if

the parliamentary majority changes after the next general election.

Also in November, the Spanish Supreme Court (Tribunal Supremo) recognised the right of asylum seekers to request their transfer to Spa..”
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through Spanish embassies, in order to formalise a request for international protection. Although this right was already included in the 2009
Asylum Law, access to the asylum procedure has until now been largely blocked through this channel. The provision in the Asylum Law, Article
38, enables ambassadors to “promote the transfer” of asylum seekers to Spain in order for them to formalise their asylum application. (EL Diario,
On 18 November 2020)

The Supreme Court ruling involves the case of a Kurdish-Iragi family that arrived in Greece in 2016, fleeing conflict and war, where they applied
for asylum and received no response. A year later, they requested a transfer to Spain in the context of the European relocation program, but only
the mother's and daughter's requests were accepted. The father had to remain in Greece and subsequently applied for asylum, through the
Spanish embassy in Greece, but did not receive a response. The group Stop Mare Nostrum filed a petition before the National Court, which then
ruled in favour of the family in March 2019. Yet, the state appealed to the Spanish Supreme Court in order to preclude the father from being
transferred to Spain, alleging the impossibility of applying certain provisions from the Asylum Law as these did not have a regulatory framework.
The Supreme Court held that the lack of a regulation did not prevent the application of the content of the provision to international protection
applications.

According to Stop Mare Nostrum, of their 38 registered transfer petitions in the Spanish consulates in Athens and Tanger, Spanish authorities have
“failed to respond to all" The group argues that the government's refusal to allow for the possibility of these types of asylum requests stands in
direct contradiction to the government's arguments for allowing forced push backs from Ceuta and Melilla (in the separate case cited above). In
that push backs case, Spain pointed to the existing legal avenues to enter its territory and mentioned Article 38 of the Asylum Law, the same
provision they sought to block for the Kurdish-Iraqi family in Greece as well as others.

In October, the court in the Castilla-La Mancha region asked the CJEU whether authorities could rely on provisions in the EU Return Directive to
effect a removal in lieu of the more stringent requirements provided in Spanish law, which requires the existence of aggravating circumstances, in
addition to irregular status, to justify the procedure (see 16 November Spain update on this platform). The Court held that the national authority
could not rely on a “deportation order” to expel a migrant in an irregular situation if national law imposes a fine or only provides for return when
there are serious violations. In effect, the ruling means that Spain must apply its national immigration law, imposing a fine in cases of irregular stay
and only contemplating the expulsion of non-citizens in an irregular situation when there are aggravating circumstances.

Separately, in late November, as the numbers of migrants and asylum seekers arriving on the Canary Islands has been growing, police improperly
evicted hundreds of migrants from the port of Arguineguin (Gran Canaria) even though they had not yet been provided with reception places
elsewhere. The Interior Ministry opened an investigation to determine how this happened and accelerated the opening of the Temporary Centre
for Foreigners in the military installations of Barranco Seco, and relocated two hundred migrants there. The Defense Ministry has provided
materials to house another 200 people. According to police authorities, the decision to evict the migrants came after having unsuccessfully tried
to contact the Spanish immigration authority (Secretaria de Estado de Migraciones). As the police received no response, they moved forward with
their operation. However, sources from the Spanish immigration authority told El Pais that they had not received a call and that if they had, the
usual protocol would have been followed.

According to data from the Interior Ministry, the Canary Islands has become, in 2020, the main entry point for irregular migration in Spain. The
number of people who have arrived by sea throughout the country has risen to 32,427 people, 45.5 percent more compared to the same period
in 2019. Of this figure, 51.7 percent, or 16,760 migrants, entered Spain through the Canary Islands.

e G. Sanchez, "EL Supremo Reconoce el Derecho a Pedir Asilo en las Embajadas en Contra Del Criterio
del Gobierno,” El Diario, 18 November 2020, https:/www.eldiario.es/desalambre/supremo-reconoce-

e O. Lopez-Fonseca & G. Vega, "Un Error Policial Facilité el Desalojo de los 200 Migrantes del Muelle de
Arguineguin.” El Pais, 19 November 2020, https:/elpais.com/espana/2020-11-18/la-crisis-migratoria-
en-canarias-provoca-una-bronca-politica.html

¢ G.Vega, "El Gobierno Trasladara Esta Tarde a 200 Migrantes desde Arguineguin a las Nuevas
Instalaciones Cedidas por Defensa,’ El Pais, 18 November 2020, https://elpais.com/espana/2020-11-
18/el-gobierno-comienza-los-traslados-de-migrantes-desde-arguineguin-a-las-nuevas-
instalaciones-en-barranco-seco.html

¢ J. M. Brunet, "El Tribunal Constitucional Avala las Devoluciones en Caliente de Inmigrantes,” EL Pais, 19
November 2020, https:/elpais.com/espana/2020-11-19/el-tribunal-constitucional-avala-las-
devoluciones-en-caliente.html

¢ N.D.and NT. v. Spain (Applications nos. 8675/15 and 8697/15), 13 February 2020
https://hudoc.echrcoe.int/spa#{%22itemid%22:(%22001-201353%22]}

e Global Detention Project, Immigration Detention in Spain, May 2020
https./www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain#country-report

¢ Global Detention Project, “Spain COVID-19 update.” 16 November 2020
https./www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain#covid-19-updates

¢ The Camp Installed in Barranco Seco, in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Where Part of the Migrants from
the Arguineguin Port Are Expected, (Angel Medina, EFE, "El Gobierno Trasladara Esta Tarde a 200
Migrantes desde Arguineguin a las Nuevas Instalaciones Cedidas por Defensa.' EL Pais, 18 November
2020, https:/elpais.com/espana/2020-11-18/el-gobierno-comienza-los-traslados-de-migrantes-
desde-arguineguin-a-las-nuevas-instalaciones-en-barranco-seco.html)

16 November 2020

In October, the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) issued a ruling on a [N Migrant Standing Outside the Aluche CIE,

deportation case in Spain that would limit the country's ability to enforce removal (Claudio Alvarez,

decisions in certain cases based on provisions of the EU Return Directive. The court in A Migrant Standing Outside the Aluche CIE, (Claudio Alvarez, *Una
. . . . Sentencia Europea Impide a Espana Expulsar Inmigrantes

Spain's Castilla-La Mancha region had asked the CJEU whether authorities could rely Estar en Situacion Irreqular EL Pais, 12 November 2020,

on provisions in the Directive to effect a removal in lieu of the more stringent https://elpais.com/espana/2020-11-12/una-sentencia-eu

requirements provided in Spanish law, which requires the existence of aggravating Privatliv - Vilkér



circumstances--in addition to irregular status-- to justify the procedure. The CJEU impide-a-espana-expulsar-inmigrantes-solo-por-estar-en-situacion-
found that the court had to rely on the provisions of the national law in the particular iegularhtmb
case and not the Directive.

According to the CJEU, the national authority cannot rely on a "deportation order” to expel a migrant in an irregular situation if national law
imposes a fine or only provides for return when there are serious violations. In consequence, the ruling obliges the government to apply the
Spanish Immigration Law, which imposes a fine in cases of irregular stay and only contemplates the expulsion of foreigners in an irregular
situation when there are aggravating circumstances.

In 2019, the Spanish Ministry of the Interior expelled 4,677 people from the country and returned a further 6,476 to their countries of origin.
According to Eurostat, those figures correspond to around 30% of the 37,890 orders that were issued against non-citizens to leave the Spanish
territory. Despite the fact that the percentage of expulsions and returns in 2019 is below the European average (36%), it nonetheless represents an
increase compared to 2018.

On 23 September, the National Police (Policia Nacional) ordered the re-opening of immigration detention centres (Centros de Internamiento de
Extranjeros or CIEs) closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic (see 2 July, 26 May and 15 May Spain updates on this platform). The Police also
ordered that the Central Repatriation Unit carry out “appropriate steps with the consulates of the countries of origin, to be able to effectuate the
expulsions”.

¢ O. Lopez Fonseca, "Una Sentencia Europea Impide a Espana Expulsar Inmigrantes Solo por Estar en
Situacion Irregular” EL Pais, 12 November 2020, https://elpais.com/espana/2020-11-12/una-
sentencia-europea-impide-a-espana-expulsar-inmigrantes-solo-por-estar-en-situacion-
irregularhtml

e Case C-568/19, MO v. Subdelegacion del Gobierno en Toledo
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document jsf?
text=&docid-232157&pagelndex=-0&doclang=EN&mode-|st&dir-&occ-first&part=1&cid=14345219,

e M. Gharbi, "El Tribunal Europeo Impide a Espafa Deportar Inmigrantes Sin Documentos,” Info

Marruecos, 12 October 2020, https:/infomarruecos.ma/el-tribunal-europeo-impide-a-espana-

deportar-inmigrantes-sin-documentos/

e Europapress, “La Policia Ordena Reabrir los CIE Inutilizados por el Coronavirus Para Atender la
Llegada de Migrantes en Patera," 23 September 2020, https:/www.europapress.es/nacional/noticia-
policia-ordena-reabrir-cie-inutilizados-coronavirus-atender-llegada-migrantes-patera-
20200923223150.html

¢ A Migrant Standing Outside the Aluche CIE, (Claudio Alvarez, "Una Sentencia Europea Impide a

Espana Expulsar Inmigrantes Solo por Estar en Situacion Irregular.” EL Pais, 12 November 2020

https:./elpais.com/espana/2020-11-12/una-sentencia-europea-impide-a-espana-expulsar-

inmigrantes-solo-por-estar-en-situacion-irregularhtmb

21 October 2020

While migrant arrivals to Mainland Spain have decreased this year, the number of oM, MacGregor, “Surge in Migrants Reaching Canary
migrants and asylum seekers arriving in the Canary Islands has significantly increased. Islands," InfoMigrants, 3 September 2020,

According to UNHCR, as of 18 October 24,259 arrivals had been registered in Spain, of https:”7/www.infomigrants.net/en/post/27032/surge-
whom 9,199 were registered in the Canary Islands. (In all of 2019, 2,698 migrants arrived in-migrants-reaching-canary-islands

in the Canaries.) This shift appears to have been spurred by Morocco's efforts to block M. MacGregor. "Surge in Migrants Reaching Canary Islands’

routes to the north of the country (and thus prevent irregular boat journeys to southern miiﬁfsc/tjllié emﬁ;egiirrzjgn /post/27032/surge-in-migrants-
Spain) and the economic repercussions of the pandemic pushing greater numbers to reaching-canary-islands

move.

According to the IOM Missing Migrants Project, the irregular maritime route to the Canaries has been the most dangerous in the European region
so far this year. During January-July 2020, one death was recorded for approximately every 20 arrivals. Most recently, more than 100 migrants
were feared dead after an explosion sank a fishing boat attempting the route from Senegal.

The surge in arrivals--in addition to COVID-related deportation flight cancellations and Spain's reluctance to transfer migrants to the mainland--
has led to growing migratory pressure on the islands. A representative of the Spanish Commission to Help Refugees said, “Blocking people from
leaving the Canaries has turned the islands into an open-air prison." According to observers, reception facilities on the islands are full, and non-
nationals have been placed in churches, schools, and makeshift accommodation at docks and ports.

In October, ECRE reported that more than 1,000 migrants and asylum seekers were staying at

Arguineguin Pier (Gran Canaria), where initial registration and health checks (including COVID-19 tests) are carried out. Most were residing in tents
provided by the Red Cross, but approximately 200 were forced to sleep in the open. Local media reports have suggested that authorities plan to
utilise a ship to provide additional initial accommodation.

Spanish newspapers have also reported that in Las Palmas, the Prosecutor's Office has been separating children from their parents in order to
conduct DNA tests. Reports indicate that several children have been sent to a centre for unaccompanied minors, where they have remained
while test results are assessed. As of 20 October, four children who had been separated from their parents in August had yet to be reunited with
their families--despite tests confirming their relation to their mothers.

 UNHCR, "Operational Portal: Refugee Situations - Spain," Accessed 27 October 2020

* Mixed Migration Centre, "Quarterly Mixed Migration Update: West Africa,” October 2020
http./www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/gmmu-g3-2020-wa.pdf Privatliv - Vilkar




¢ G. Keeley, "More Than 100 Migrants Feared Drowned After Explosion Sinks Overcrowded Boat off
Senegal’ The Independent, 27 October 2020
https:./www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/senegal-migrants-boat-explosion-drowned-
spain-canary-islands-b1362933.html

¢ M. MacGregor, "Surge in Migrants Reaching_Canary Islands,” InfoMigrants, 3 September 2020
https:./www.infomigrants.net/en/post/27032/surge-in-migrants-reaching-canary-islands

¢ B.Hernandez, “La Delegacion llevara a los inmigrantes a naves para dejar Arguineguin «al minimo»"
Canarias7. 20 October 2020, https./www.canarias7.es/canarias/delegacion-llevara-inmigrantes-
20201020233647-nthtml?ref-https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecre.orgZ2F

¢ European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), "Atlantic Route: Arrivals in Canary Islands Continue
to Rise, more than 1,000 People Cramped at Arguineguin Pier, Children Separated from their Parents
for Months in Order to Prove Kinship.’ 23 October 2020, https./www.ecre.org/atlantic-route-arrivals-
in-canary-islands-continue-to-rise-more-than-1000-people-cramped-at-arguineguin-pier-children-
separated-from-their-parents-for-months-in-order-to-prove-kinship/

e ElPais, "Nihos separados de sus madres tras llegar en patera a Canarias.” 21 October 2020

https:/elpais.com/espana/2020-10-21/ninos-separados-de-sus-madres-tras-llegar-en-patera-a-

canarias.html

04 September 2020

In Melilla, more than 1,400 refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants--including 150 QSolidary Wheels, “Melilla - Without Health
women and 143 children--have again been confined in the enclave's overcrowded CETI Guarantees and With Protests," 26 August 2020,
(Center for Temporary Stay of Immigrants) following a Covid-19 diagnosis. On 21 August, https://en.solidarywheels.org/post/melilla-without-
the facility was closed with no-one permitted to enter or exit--despite a judge's health-guarantees-and-with-protests

decision on 24 August to overturn the government's closure of this nominally open Solidary Wheels, "Melilla - Without Health Guarantees and With
facility, Protests,” 26 August 2020,

https://en.solidarywheels.org/post/melilla-without-health-
guarantees-and-with-protests

As observers have highlighted since the start of the pandemic, conditions inside the

centre are extremely unhealthy, with detainees unable to practice social distancing or

implement recommended sanitation measures (for more on conditions in CETls, see our 15 May update). This, combined with the news that a
detainee had tested positive for the virus, prompted rising fears amongst the centre's confined population, and on 25 August some of the centre's
detainees orchestrated peaceful protests in which they requested transfers to the mainland. In response however, riot police fired rubber bullets
and tear gas on the protestors. According to Solidary Wheels, an independent group present in Melilla, several protestors were injured,and 33
were arrested and had their phones confiscated. The government's spokesman also announced that as punishment, those arrested would not be
transferred to the mainland.

With the CETI operating beyond its capacity, hundreds of non-nationals in Melilla have been placed in improvised spaces such as the city's
bullring, which were also closed on 21 August. However, according to Amnesty International the conditions in the bullring are even worse than in
the CETI, with more than 500 confined in a "deplorable” environment. The Council of Europe's (CoE) Commissioner for Human Rights has also
raised concerns regarding living conditions in the facility, and urged authorities to find alternative forms of accommodation for those held inside.
According to Solidary Wheels, when new arrivals were placed in the ad-hoc facility on 20 August, an area of the facility was forced to quarantine
due to the lack of space for new arrivals to isolate from others. The CoE's Commissioner for Human Rights further noted that, “The situation of the
persons placed in quarantine appears to be even more precarious, notably as regards access to toilets and showers, natural light and sufficient
water and food, as well as access to asylum proceedings.”

On 28 August, a second judge from a higher instance court declared the closure of both the CETI and the bullring as disproportionate given the
low humber of confirmed cases, and ordered the centres to be re-opened. However, according to Solidary Wheels, many non-nationals remain
fearful that as cases continue to rise in Spain, a second lock-down will once again force people to be locked inside the CETI and other
accommodation centres. (During Spain's first wave, facilities in Melilla remained locked down for an additional month after measures were eased
for Spanish residents.)

Moreover, despite the re-opening of the facilities, non-nationals continue to be essentially confined to the 12sq km enclave--despite the
Supreme Court previously declaring that they should be transferred to mainland Spain with their asylum seeker “red card." Although 80 persons
are scheduled to be transferred to the mainland in coming days, no transfers have been conducted since 28 May. As Amnesty International,
which has made repeated calls for non-nationals to be transferred to the mainland, stated, “[We find] this position absolutely insufficient for
resolving the overcrowding in the CETI and the bullring. It is extremely urgent that the interior ministry speed up transfers.”

The IOM and UNHCR have also noted their concerns regarding the situation in the enclave, and on 29 August the two organisations urged
relevant authorities “to take concrete and coordinated action to improve reception conditions in Melilla, in order to guarantee a reception in
accordance with the relevant and specific legal instruments.”

e Solidary Wheels, "Twitter" 31 August 2020
https./twittercom/Solidary\W/status/1300486264349765638

e Solidary Wheels, "Melilla - Without Health Guarantees and With Protests,” 26 August 2020
https:/en.solidarywheels.org/post/melilla-without-health-guarantees-and-with-protests

e En24News, "The 33 Immigrants Detained by the Riot at the CETI in Melilla Enter Prison.” 28 August
2020, https./www.en24news.com/2020/08/the-33-immigrants-detained-by-the-riot-at-the-ceti-in-
melilla-enter-prison.ntml

* InfoMigrants, "Migrants in Melilla in Danger, UNHCR, IOM and Amnesty Warn," 31 August 2020
https./www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26950/migrants-in-melilla-in-danger-unhcr-iom-and-
amnesty-warn

¢ Council of Europe, "Spain's Authorities Must Find Alternatives to Accommodating_Migrants, Including
Asylum Seekers, in Substandard Conditions in Melilla." 3 September 2020
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https./www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/spain-s-authorities-must-find-alternatives-to-
accommodating-migrants-including-asylum-seekers-in-substandard-conditions-in-melilla

¢ Amnesty International, "Es urgente el traslado y realojo en condiciones dignas de las personas
migrantes y solicitantes de asilo en Melilla," 27 August 2020, https./www.es.amnesty.org/en-que-
estamos/noticias/noticia/articulo/es-urgente-el-traslado-y-realojo-en-condiciones-dignas-de-las-

personas-migrantes-y-solicitantes-de-a/

¢ |OM and UNHCR, "Urgent Coordinated Response Needed to the Alarming_Conditions of Migrants and
Refugees Detained in Melilla: IOM, UNHCR," 29 August 2020, https./www.iom.int/news/urgent-
coordinated-response-needed-alarming-conditions-migrants-and-refugees-detained-melilla

¢ Global Detention Project, ‘Immigration Detention in Spain - 2020 Update," May 2020
https:./www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain

17 July 2020

Responding to the Global Detention Project's Covid-19 survey, the Permanent [+2Permanent Observatory for Immigration Logo, (OP!I,
Observatory for Immigration, part of the Ministry of Labour and Immigration, and acting Permanent Observatory for Immigration Logo, (OPI, *Caldendario de
as European Migration Network (EMN) contact, reported that no moratorium on new Difusion Estadistica 2019, - )

. i . . . . K . o http://extranjeros.mitramiss.gob.es/es/Estadisticas/Calendario_2019.p
immigration detention orders was established, but that immigration detention is no

longer justifiable in law as there are no reasonable prospects of removal of persons. For

this reason, all Spain's immigration detention centres (Centros de internamiento de extranjeros) have been emptied (see 15 May Spain update on
this platform).

EMN Spain said that when persons were released from immigration detention, authorities verified if the detainee had access to support, either
from their families or NGOs. People who are detained in police facilities for entering the territory irregularly and subsequently released are given
specific quarantine orders and are tested for Covid-19. EMN Spain also said that all migrants arriving irregularly into the country are tested for
Covid-19 and placed in quarantine.

¢ EMN Spain (Permanent Observatory for Immigration, Ministry of Labour and Immigration), Global
Detention Project's Covid-19 survey, July 2020.

¢ Global Detention Project, Immigration Detention in Spain, May 2020
https:./www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain

e Permanent Observatory for Immigration Logo, (OPI, "Caldendario de Difusion Estadistica,’ 2019

02 July 2020

After the release of immigration detainees from detention centres (Centros de QGs Algerian Migrants Arriving at the port of Motril in
Internamiento de Extranjeros or CIEs), there has been considerable discussion on the Granada, (Alba Feixas, EFE,
future of the country's detention policies. The Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos de 65 Algerian Migrants Arriving at the port of Motril in Granada, (Alba

. . Feixas, EFE, "La Llegada de Mas Si les Coincid t
Andalucia (APDH) reports that “since CIEs have been closed and detainees released, no oxas & -egaca de as SImpapeies Fomelce con o8

- ) Centros de Internamiento Cerrados," Lavanguardia, 3 June 2020,

catastrophe has ensued” and the organisation urged the country not to re-open the https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200603/481582372581/inmigra
centres. In addition, Spanish police have conceded that it will be difficult to re-detain pateras-espana-pandemiahtml)

people released from immigration detention after the Covid-19 crisis recedes (see 26
May Spain update on this platform).

Lavanguardia has reported since the closure of CIEs in Spain, departure points of boats carrying migrants have been changed as Morocco was
maintaining strict confinement of its population, making it hard for boats to leave. Boats are currently leaving from Algeria and arriving in Almeria,
Murcia, and Baleares. While at the end of 2018, the Spanish ombudsman reported that of the 7,855 people detained in Spain's CIE, 2,801 were
Moroccan nationals and 2,513 were Algerian nationals, at present, Algerian nationals are the largest population arriving by boat to Spain. Also,
since CIEs have been shut, in May 2020 the number of ships arriving at the Spanish coast has doubled compared to May 2019.

On 2 July, 11 migrants arrived in Ibiza on a small boat. Under new protocols, they were all tested for Covid-19, and none of them tested positive for
the disease. All of those on board were Algerian nationals, including one minor. Ten were transferred to Madrid where they will be released and
placed under the supervision of the Comision Espanola de Ayuda al Refugiado (CEAR), an NGO providing support to refugees. According to
Nouidiari, an expulsion proceeding had been opened for the intercepted migrants that will likely be completed once Algerias borders re-open.

¢ A. S Ruiz "Lallegada de Mas Simpapeles Coincide con los Centros de Internamiento Cerrados,”
Lavanguardia, 3 June 2020
https:./www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200603/481582372581/inmigrantes-pateras-espana-
pandemia.html

e E. Saiz, "Los Centros de Extranjeros se han Vaciado por la Pandemia y no ha Habido una Hecatombe,'
El Pais, 18 June 2020, https.//elpais.com/espana/2020-06-18/los-centros-de-extranjeros-se-han-
vaciado-por-la-pandemia-y-no-ha-habido-una-hecatombe.html

¢ N. Cardenas, "Los Migrantes Llegados en Patera a Ibiza, Negativos en Covid-19, Seran Trasladados a
Madrid, Excepto el Unico Menor de Edad.,” Noudiari, 2 July 2020
https:./www.noudiari.es/2020/06/los-migrantes-llegados-en-patera-a-ibiza-negativos-en-covid-19-

seran-trasladados-a-madrid-excepto-el-unico-menor-de-edad/

e P O. Prieto de los Mozos, "Los Centros de Internamiento de Extranjeros ante la Situacion del Covid-
19," Otrosi, 8 April 2020, https./www.otrosi.net/analisis/los-centros-internamiento-extranjeros-ante-
la-situacion-del-covid-19

* 65 Algerian Migrants Arriving_at the port of Motril in Granada, (Alba Feixas, EFE, "La L legada de Mas
Simpapeles Coincide con los Centros de Internamiento Cerrados,” Lavanguardia, 3 June 2020
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https:Z/www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200603/481582372581/inmigrantes-pateras-espana-
pandemia.htmb)

26 May 2020

Spain's decision to temporarily shut its “foreigner internment centres” (CIEs)--which
were empty as of 6 May--in response to the Covid-19 crisis has raised questions about
the treatment of released detainees. In late March the Ministry of Inclusion, Social

[+ZPolice Surrounding the Aluche Detention Centre in
Madrid, (Paco Campos,

Police Surrounding the Aluche Detention Centre in Madrid, (Paco

Campos, "Motivos por los que no reabrir los CIE cuando pase el
coronavirus,” CuartoPoder, 15 April 2020,
https.//www.cuartopoderes/derechos-
sociales/2020/04/15/motivos-por-los-que-no-reabrir-los-cie-
cuando-pase-el-coronavirus/)

Security, and Migration announced that it would work in coordination with the
Immigration and Border police to accommodate all those released from CIEs.

As of 20 March, the CIE in Barcelona had been emptied and most of the 40 detainees
were wherever possible returned to their family homes and some were referred to
social services. Those who were not returned home were directed to social organisations like Fundacion Cepaim, which has assisted nearly 50
former detainees, providing shelter, food, and counseling as part of the NGO's *humanitarian aid" program. The program lasts for three months
and aims to integrate undocumented migrants that cannot be returned or deported to their countries of origin. The program is in place in 22 cities
and towns in Spain and social workers and other professionals implement the plan. Accommodation is provided in shared apartments (6 persons)
as well as food, clothing, and sanitary products. They are also given travel cards for public transport with a certain amount of fares and are
offered legal and social support to resolve their immigration status.

Jesuit Refugee Services - Spain has started a campaign for the Spanish government to not reopen CIEs and put an end to immigration detention
in the country. A petition has been launched urging the government to close CIEs definitively and to never detain vulnerable persons. Police
experts have conceded that “once the Covid-19 crisis is over, it will be very difficult to bring back all those released into CIEs," thus casting further
doubt upon the measures that will be taken.

As regards the country's prisons, on 30 April 2020, the Ministry of Justice announced that “Covid-19 had affected the prison population four times
less than the outside population.” From the start of the pandemic until 12 May, the prison system confirmed that 254 prison staff members and 56
inmates tested positive for Covid-19. 18 women imprisoned with their children were freed under electronic monitoring on 12 May and two days
later, the Interior Minister, Fernando Grande-Marlaska, declared that inmates will once again be allowed to take leaves and to receive family visits.

¢ C. Hidalgo, "EL Regreso de los Internos al CIE Sera ‘Casi Imposible’ Tras el Coronavirus,” ABC, 1 May
2020, https:/www.abc.es/espana/madrid/abci-coronavirus-regreso-internos-sera-casi-imposible-
tras-coronavirus-202005010037_noticia.html

¢ G. L. Sanchez, "La Salida del Confinamiento Sera Gradual Para Evitar une Segunda 'Ola de
Coronavirus," ABC, 7 April 2020, https./www.abc.es/ciencia/abci-salida-confinamiento-sera-gradual-
para-evitar-segunda-coronavirus-202004070157_noticia.html

e G. Sanchez, "EL Gobierno activa un operativo para alojar a inmigrantes liberados de los CIE de Madrid
Valencia y Barcelona,' EL Diario, 20 March 2020, https:/www.eldiario.es/desalambre/Gobierno-CIE-
Madrid-Valencia-Barcelona_0_1007899646.html

* Nacho Hernandez (Fundacion CEPAIM), Email Exchange with Mario Guido (Global Detention Project),
May, 2020, https./www.globaldetentionproject.org/

¢ JRS (Spain), "NO Mas CIE: Por el Cierre de los Centros de Internamiento y Contra la Apertura de
Nuevos," accessed on 21 May 2020, https./wwwuvisibles.org/es/causas/democracia-y-

participacion/no-mas-cie-por-cierre-los-centros-internamiento-y-contra-apertura
e Europa Press, "EL Gobierno Supedita la Reapertura de los CIE a la Capacidad '‘Real de Retorno, no a
las fases de Desescalada,’ 29 April 2020, https./www.europapress.es/epsocial/migracion/noticia-

gobierno-supedita-reapertura-cie-capacidad-real-retorno-no-fases-desescalada-
20200429150500.html

¢ M. F. Sanchez, "Motivos por los que no reabrir los CIE Cuando Pase el Coronavirus,' Cuartopoder, 15

reabrir-los-cie-cuando-pase-el-coronavirus

¢ Abogacia Espanola, "Los CIE se Quedan Vacios al Ser Liberado el Ultimo Interno 53 Dias Despues de
la Declaracion de Alarma por la Pandemia,” 7 May 2020,
https./www.abogacia.es/actualidad/noticias/los-cie-se-quedan-vacios-al-ser-liberado-el-ultimo-
interno-53-dias-despues-de-la-declaracion-de-alarma-por-la-pandemia/

« ElPais, "Las Prisiones Catalanas Suman Ya 104 Positivos entre Internos y Funcionarios," 13 April 2020

entre-internos-y-funcionarios.html
¢ European Prison Observatory, “Covid-19: What is Happening_in European Prisons?" 15 May, 2020
http:/www.prisonobservatory.org/upload/15052020European_prisons_during_covidionz.pdf
¢ Courrier International, “Crise Sanitaire: Les Prisons Espagnoles Relativement Epargnées par la

Pandémie." 30 April 2020, www.courrierinternational.com/article/crise-sanitaire-les-prisons-

espagnoles-relativement-epargnees-par-la-pandemie

¢ Police Surrounding_the Aluche Detention Centre in Madrid, (Paco Campos, "Motivos por los que no
reabrir los CIE cuando pase el coronavirus,' CuartoPoder. 15 April 2020
https:./www.cuartopoderes/derechos-sociales/2020/04/15/motivos-por-los-que-no-reabrir-los-
cie-cuando-pase-el-coronavirus/)

15 May 2020

For the first time in its history, Spain reported that its long-term immigration detention
centres--Centros de Internamiento de Extranjeros--were emptied, a result of measures
implemented in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The final four detainees were
released on 5-6 May from the Algeciras detention centre. The Interior Ministry had been

lemigration detainees held in Aluche CIE Protest
Their Detention at the Start of the Covid-19 P.
(JuanJo Martin, EFE, 17 March 2020,

Immigration detainees held in Aluche CIE Protest Their De . ...
the Start of the Covid-19 Pandemic (JuanJo Martin, EFE, 17 marcn



progressively releasing detainees for the past 50 days due to the border closures, 2020. "Immigration Detention in Spain: A Rapid Response to Covid-
. . . . . . . 19," Global Detention Project, May 2020,

ﬂlghts being suspended, and Spanish legislation prohibiting detention of over 60 days hitps. /www globaldetentionproject org/immigration-detention-in-

prior to deportation. spain-a-rapid-response-to-covid-19)

The Campana Por el Cierre de los Centros de Internamiento para Extranjeros
celebrated the release but highlighted that detainees were left without support or place of residence, and were not referred to reception centres.

As the Global Detention Project reports in its new report on Spain, published today, despite Spain's quick and progressive response to the Covid
crisis, “enormous questions remain, including what is to happen to these facilities if the crisis eventually passes, how are former detainees being
cared for, and what is being done to protect the thousands of people stranded in Spain's Moroccan enclaves, where nominally ‘'open’ reception
centres were placed under lockdown." (See: https.//www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain)

Temporary Stay Centres (Centros de Estancia Temporal de Inmigrantes, ‘CETIS) in the enclaves of Melilla and Ceuta remain open and have been
placed under lockdown, effectively turning the nominally “open” centres into detention sites. On 17 April, it was reported that 1,650 persons were
detained in the Melilla CETI for a total of 782 places, thus running at more than 200 percent of its capacity. Usually, periodic transfers to the
peninsula would be undertaken to alleviate overcrowding, but due to the state of emergency, these have been suspended. 57 asylum seekers
are also being held in Melilla in a temporary ‘shelter made up of tents. A complaint has been lodged before the Spanish State Attorney General
by lawyers representing the asylum seekers due to the living conditions in the temporary shelter. Due to the heavy rain, the tents have now been
completely flooded, leaving the beds and clothes of asylum seekers completely wet. An immediate intervention from the State Attorney General
was requested and the complaint highlighted the lack of food, lack of medical care and urged the transfer to the hospital of a child with a broken
ankle, as detainees are not allowed out. The complaint also reported the conditions inside the Melilla CETI including overcrowding, insufficient
showers, bathrooms and hygiene products, lack of laundry facilities and hot water, meaning that the recommendations to prevent the spread of
Covid-19 are not being followed.

On 27 March 2020, 13 detainees in the Ceuta CETI began a hunger strike requesting their release. One of the detainees said: “this is our response,
because we are tired. We do not know for how long we will have to stay here and no-one in the centre is giving us an answer. They tell us to wait,
but we cannot wait anymore." The detainee also mentioned that in spaces of no more than 16 squared meters, up to 10 people are held.

¢ M. Martin, "Los Centros de Internamiento de Extranjeros se Vacian por Primera Vez en Tres Decadas.’
El Pais, 6 May 2020, https:/elpais.com/espana/2020-05-06/se-vacian-los-centros-de-

internamiento-de-extranjeros-por-primera-vez-en-tres-decadas.html

¢ Global Detention Project, Immigration Detention in Spain, May 2020

https:./www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/spain
e Campana por el Cierre de los Centros de Internamiento para Extranjeros, "#LosCIEsNoSeAbren:
Comunicado de la Campana Estatal por el Cierre de los CIE y el Fin de las Deportaciones,” accessed

on 14 May 2020, https://ciesnowordpress.com/

¢ N. Castellano, ‘Denuncia Ante la Fiscalia General de Estado por las ‘Torturantes' Condiciones de los
Inmigrantes en Melilla,” Cadena SER, 14 May 2020
https:.//cadenasercom/ser/2020/05/14/sociedad/1589456148_085543.html

e L.J. Varo, "EL Gobierno Mantiene a Mas de 1,600 Migrantes Hacinados en el CETI de Melilla," EL Pais

migrantes-hacinados-en-el-ceti-de-melilla.html

¢ R.Soto & L. Munoz, “Los Masificados CETI de Melilla y Ceuta: Carceles a Cielo Abierto Amenazadas
por el Coronavirus,” Publico, 3 April 2020, https:./www.publico.es/sociedad/covid-19-ceti-ceti-
melilla-ceuta-carceles-cielo-abierto-amenazadas-coronavirus.html

¢ Immigration detainees held in Aluche CIE Protest Their Detention at the Start of the Covid-19
Pandemic (JuanJo Martin, EFE, 17 March 2020, "Immigration Detention in Spain: A Rapid Response to
Covid-19." Global Detention Project, May 2020, https.//www.globaldetentionproject.org/immigration-
detention-in-spain-a-rapid-response-to-covid-19)

24 April 2020

Spain's Defensor del Pueblo (Ombudsman) released a statement on 17 April that expressed concern about the overpopulation at detention
centres in Ceuta and Melilla (called “Centros de estancia temporal para inmigrantes”). The Ombudsman highlighted the plight of children at these
facilities, as reports indicate that a large number of them are held there.

The Ombudsman office also reported that it is monitoring the situation in the country's prisons to ensure that adequate measures are being
implemented to protect the health of prisoners and staff. As of 11 April 2020, 58 prisoners had tested positive for Covid-19. However, prison staff
have reported that figures may be much higher given the lack of testing.

The Ministry of the Interior released responses to FAQ's as regards asylum applications. At the moment, it is not possible to apply for asylum
given that applications have to be made in person and facilities are currently closed. However, the Ministry has stated that the principle of non-
refoulement remains guaranteed protection. In addition, temporary documentation held by asylum seekers, expiring during the state of
emergency, is automatically extended until the end of the latter.

Jesuit Refugee Service-Spain (JRS) reported that by the end of March 2020, the country's CIEs were at 10 percent of their total capacity.On 9 April
2020, only 3 detainees remained at the Algeciras CIE. These detainees were not released due to their criminal records and their detention was
extended until mid-May.

JRS also reported that between 15 March - 15 April, 829 people entered Spain irregularly, by land and by sea. 551 arrived at the Canary Islands
194 to the Peninsula and the Balearic Islands, 83 arrived at Melilla and 1 to Ceuta.
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¢ Defensor del Pueblo, "El Defensor Plantea la Posiblidad de Que Ninos y Ninas Puedan Salir a la Calle
de Manera Limitada y Tomando las Debidas Precauciones.” 17 April 2020
https:./www.defensordelpueblo.es/noticias/defensor-crisis-covid/

¢ M. Navarro, “Los Contagiados Aumentan en las Cérceles Catalanas.’ La Vanguardia, 13 April 2020
https./www.lavanguardia.com/local/barcelona/20200413/48450561918/covid-19-coronavirus-
carceles-presos-catalunya-brians-quatre-camins.html

* Ministerio del Interior, "Proteccion Internacional,” accessed on 24 April 2020
http:/www.interiorgob.es/web/servicios-al-ciudadano/covid-19/proteccion-internacional

¢ Pueblos Unidos, Email exchange with Mario Guido (Global Detention Project), April 2020.

06 April 2020

Spain was one of the first countries in Europe to release immigration detainees amidst [+2The Centro de Internamiento de Extranjeros (CIE)
the Covid-19 crisis, to date. However the GDP has found little information detailing the de Aluche in Madrid has been temporarily closed
situation that released detainees now face, or the level of support that they are during the pandemic, Europa Press

receiving. (https:/~/tinyurl.com/sx3qeov)

The Centro de Internamiento de Extranjeros (CIE) de Aluche in
Madrid has been temporarily closed during the pandemic, Europa

As flights were grounded and movement halted, it was quickly apparent that expulsion Press (https: /tinyurl com/sxaqeov)

would no longer be possible, prompting Francisco Fernandez Marugan, the Spanish

Ombudsman, to comment on 19 March that in these circumstances, “limmigration

detainees] must be released.” The "“Campana Estatal por el Cierre de los CIEs," similarly urged the Spanish government to close immigration
detention centres given that returns could not longer be undertaken; and the Interior Ministry advised that detainees who cannot be deported or
who have been detained for longer than the maximum period (60 days) should be released.

Eight detainees were released from Valencia CIE on 16 March, while the Barcelona CIE was temporarily shut and all detainees released.
Detainees were also released from Aluche, Tarife, and Madrid CIEs - but reports indicate that many detainees remain in the Madrid facility.

On 20 March 2020, the Spanish government adopted measures that guarantee that migrants and refugees in the country may benefit from the
country's protection system. The Secretary of State for Migration has temporarily suspended the requirement to have a valid residence permit in
order to receive aid from the state, where renewing the permit is impossible.

On 30 March, riots broke out in several prisons in Valencia, including Villena, Fontcalent and Picassent prisons. Prisoners were protesting against
the suspension of visits. The Picassent prison houses 2,000 prisoners, many of whom reportedly suffer from chronic health conditions or are
immunodeficient.

On 1 April 2020, a Judge ordered the release of all detainees in the Las Palmas CIE after several detainees contracting Covid-19. This measure
was adopted due to the conditions of overcrowding and the impossibility of maintaining distance between detainees in the centre. Reports
indicate that there remain approximately 100 persons in CIE's throughout Spain for a total of 866 spaces, with most detainees being held in the
Canary Islands.

On 6 April 2020, two immigration centres in the Canary Islands were closed and no detainees remain. There are still 22 persons in the Murcia CIE;
10 in Valencia CIE and 2 in Algeciras. By 5 April 2020, there were only 34 persons detained throughout Spain's CIE's. Currently, the Barcelona;
Tenerife; Hoya Fria, Aluche and Barranco Seco CIE's are temporarily closed.

Pueblos Unidos has created an online resource with information and publications concerning access to services during the state of emergency.
The page also provides links to documents published by other organisations.
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2020, https:/bit.ly/3dXArul
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