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. Background

1. The present report was prepared pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1
and 16/21, taking into consideration the periodicity of the universal periodic review and the
outcome of the previous review.! It is a summary of 82 stakeholders’ submissions? for the
universal periodic review, presented in a summarized manner owing to word-limit
constraints.

1. Information provided by stakeholders

A. Scope of international obligations® and cooperation with human rights
mechanisms

2. JS13 recommended ratifying the first and second Optional Protocols to the ICCPR,
the CAT and its Optional Protocol (OP-CAT), the CEDAW and its Optional Protocol (OP-
CEDAW), and the ICPPED.*

3. JS13 also recommended ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court.®

4. ICAN urged the Islamic Republic of Iran to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons.®

5. JS13 recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran accept all outstanding visit
requests of special procedures, including the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran without any hindrance or restrictions on duration or
scope. JS13 and Al also recommended immediately and fully cooperating with the
Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
by allowing the Mission unhindered access to the country.”

* The present document is being issued without formal editing. Eﬁrﬁﬁﬁ@_
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B. National human rights framework

1. Constitutional and legislative framework

6. Al noted that the Constitution contained some human rights safeguards, which were
undermined by vague qualifications of compliance with Islamic criteria.®

7. JS13 recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran reform domestic legislation,
including the Islamic Penal Code and the Press Law to bring them in compliance with
international human rights law, including by repealing all provisions that unduly restricted
the rights to freedom of expression, association, and assembly.®

8. IranHRDC recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran decriminalize insolvency
and eliminate the option of imprisoning the insolvent until they satisfy or settle their debts.*®

2. Institutional infrastructure and policy measures

9. JS7 stated that the Government’s proposed bill on the establishment of a national
human rights institution (NHRI) envisaged the creation of a body that was inconsistent with
the Paris Principles, which required NHRIs to be fully independent from the Government.!
JS7 recommended that the Government expedite steps to establish a national human rights
institution in full accordance with the Paris Principles.?

C. Promotion and protection of human rights

1. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account
applicable international humanitarian law

Equality and non-discrimination

10.  HRAI recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran repeal laws criminalizing same-
sex relations and transgender identities, ensuring non-discrimination in line with international
human rights standards.?

Right to life, liberty and security of person, and freedom from torture

11. Al noted that since the previous UPR, at least 2,311 people had been executed.** JS18
also stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran had increased the frequency of executions over
the last five years, including executing 834 individuals in 2023, which represented a 43 per
cent increase in executions since 2022, a year that witnessed 582 executions.'®> Al highlighted
that the authorities had increasingly used the death penalty as a tool of repression against
protesters, dissidents and ethnic minorities to sow fear, stifle dissent and deter further
protests.'® JS18 also stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran disproportionately executed
members of ethnic minority groups for drug-related offenses.'” JS7 stated that the authorities
had frequently imposed the death penalty against minors and had executed them when they
turned 18 or, occasionally, before.'®

12. Al highlighted that Iranian authorities continued to cover up the real number of those
unlawfully killed by security forces during the nationwide protests of September-December
2022, November 2019 and previous protests, and denied and distorted the truth about the
circumstances surrounding the killings.1®

13. Al stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran continued to commit crimes against
humanity through the ongoing enforced disappearance of at least 5,000 imprisoned political
dissidents who were extrajudicially executed in secret between July and September 1988.2°

14.  JS17 highlighted that human rights defenders, journalists, activists, and those
exercising their human rights to freedom of expression were subjected to severe penalties,
including long prison sentences, flogging, and even capital punishment, following unfair
trials disregarding the most basic guarantees of fair trial and due process.?* FLD stated that
since its last UPR review in 2019, human rights defenders, including women human rights
defenders continued to be subjected to severe reprisals as a result of their legitimate work.
They continued to face digital and physical threats, legal harassment, arbitrary arrest,
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detention, long and recurring prison sentences, targeting family members, denial of rights to
education and work, and inhuman treatment under detention, which in some cases had ended
in their deaths.?? JS2 expressed deep concern about the systematic misuse of the criminal
justice system to punish and retaliate against human rights defenders, journalists and
protesters, including through the use of the death penalty to punish and deter peaceful human
rights work. JS5 also highlighted that during and after the “Woman, Life, Freedom”
movement, Iranian authorities intensified their crackdown on women human rights
defenders, targeting independent hubs, groups, safe houses, and shelters.?*

15. Al also stated that the authorities continued to arbitrarily detain foreign and dual
nationals for leverage, in some cases constituting the crime of hostage taking.?®

16.  JS2 was also alarmed by the criminalization of advocacy for women’s rights and
gender equality, characterised by systematic targeting and imprisoning of women human
rights defenders in repeated cycles of criminal litigation, including through the continuous
filing of additional charges against those already serving lengthy prison sentences in
retaliation for their peaceful human rights activities.?

17.  JS8also stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran was responsible for perpetrating acts
of transnational repression against members of the Iranian diaspora, including dissidents,
human rights defenders, journalists, and their families.?”

18.  JS18 stated that investigating authorities commonly used torture to extract forced
confessions for political purposes. Authorities often used televised confessions as a means of
convicting defendants.?

19. HRAI stated that Iranian prisons were severely overcrowded, leading to inhumane
living conditions. Cells were often filled beyond capacity, resulting in insufficient sleeping
space, inadequate sanitation, and poor ventilation.?? HRAI and WHRIA also noted that there
was a significant lack of access to necessary medical treatments, medications, and specialized
care. Many inmates with chronic or serious health conditions were denied adequate medical
attention.*

International humanitarian law

20.  JS19 recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran immediately stop its intervention
in a third country and oblige the pro-Iranian militias and mercenaries to take all possible
measures to protect civilians, and prohibit attacks on civilians and civilian objects.3!

Human rights and counter-terrorism

21.  ADVT recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran identify those terrorism
victims who did not have the necessary protections or were deprived of such protections and
provide them with access to suitable services.??

Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

22.  JS1 stated that Iran's political structure lacked truly democratic institutions and a
robust system of checks and balances, leading to a judiciary that did not operate
independently from the executive and legislative branches.®® JS7 highlighted that Iran’s
judiciary continued to be controlled exclusively by clerics, who had no proper legal and
judicial qualifications and training.3* JS7 stated that the Islamic Revolution Courts had played
a significant role in suppressing all forms of dissent. They had operated outside of the scope
of the law, overseeing summary trials and failing to comply with due process, such as by not
allowing defendants to have lawyers or preventing the work of lawyers, for example by
withholding information and documents.

23.  JS1 noted that the new regulations adopted in 2023 placed the Iranian Bar Association
under the control of the judiciary and the executive branch, giving government-appointed
judicial officials the authority to issue and revoke lawyers’ licenses.% JS7 also highlighted
that independent lawyers who had taken up cases of human rights defenders, members of
civil society, and political activists before the Islamic Revolution Courts had routinely been
targeted, detained, charged, tried, and sentenced to lengthy prison terms, severely restricting
the ability of defendants to appoint lawyers of their own choosing.3” JS8 expressed similar
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concerns.® OIAD recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran legislate explicit
guarantees of the Iranian Bar Association’s autonomy, including protection against
government interference.*

24. Al stated that defendants were systematically denied fair trial rights, including the
rights to: access a lawyer of their own choosing; challenge the legality of their detention; the
presumption of innocence, not self-incriminate; and meaningful review.*® Al also noted that
forced confessions obtained under torture were frequently broadcast on State television and
used by courts to issue convictions.** JS7 also highlighted that defendants had often had no
access to lawyers during pre-trial investigations, and defendants facing national security-
related charges had been barred by law from having lawyers of their choosing.# JS12 and
OIAD recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran guarantee the right of access to a
lawyer for accused persons at all stages of criminal proceedings, including those charged
with internal or external security crimes.®

25. Al highlighted that since the previous UPR, no public official had been investigated
or prosecuted for extrajudicial executions and other unlawful killings, torture including rape
or enforced disappearances.* JS13 recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran ensure
that prompt, independent, transparent, impartial and thorough investigations are conducted
into human rights violations and crimes under international law, including those committed
in the context of protests in 2017 2018, 2019, 2021, and 2022.4 It also recommended ceasing
immediately the harassment of those seeking truth, justice and reparation, including families
of victims, lawyers, and human rights defenders and releasing unconditionally all persons
detained in connection with their activism.“¢ JFI also called upon the Government to
investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible for international crimes and serious
human rights violations, including during the November 2019 protests, the 2022-23 Woman,
Life, Freedom protests, and from 1981-2 and 1988.4

Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life

26.  ADF International expressed deep concern about the continued existence of laws
criminalizing blasphemy, the often vague and ambiguous language of which was inconsistent
with international human rights law and could lead to arbitrary and discriminatory
punishment for the peaceful expression of religious or other beliefs or opinions.*® JS13
recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran: identify and reform all laws that restricted
the right to freedom of religion and belief and discriminate or had a discriminatory impact
on persons belonging to religious minorities; and end all forms of discrimination and
persecution on the basis of persons’ religion or belief.*

27.  JS3 stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran had continued to target Christians, and
particularly converts to Christianity, with lengthy periods of arbitrary detention and
imprisonment on unfounded charges typically related to national security, extremism and
propaganda.®® JS4 and ECLJ recommended that the Government release immediately and
unconditionally Christians detained under investigations, criminal charges or prison
sentences related to peaceful religious activities.5!

28.  JS2 stated that the Government maintained a firm grip on domestic media content and
exerted considerable control over access to regional media. State television, a primary news
source for many Iranians, was tightly censored and highly influenced by the security
apparatus. Persian-language broadcasts from outside the country were regularly jammed and
satellite dishes were prohibited, cutting off alternative channels of information. Access to
international websites, including news outlets and social media platforms, was tightly
filtered. Newspapers and magazines operated under stringent censorship.5?

29.  JS13 stated that the authorities had continued to systematically repress any expression
of dissent, both online and offline arbitrarily arresting and detaining thousands of people for
exercising their human rights. Among them were peaceful protesters, journalists and media
workers, bloggers, artists, writers and human rights defenders, including trade unionists,
minority rights activists lawyers, women’s rights defenders and student activists.%® JS15
noted that since the Woman, Life, Freedom protests, the Government had employed
increasingly repressive measures to censor lIranians and control the public narrative,
including through surveillance, blacklisting, and other punitive measures.>* JS7 also stated
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that dozens of journalists were arrested nationwide following the September 2022 protests,
because of their reporting on human rights abuses or instances of corruption.% JS13
recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran: refrain from shutting or disrupting internet
and telecommunications services, particularly during protests or in times of mass unrest; and
immediately restore full access to the Internet and all communication services, including
blocked social media and messaging applications.%

30. JS7 stated that the Government systematically cracked down on vastly peaceful
demonstrations and assemblies. This systematic repression involved the widespread use of
unnecessary and/or disproportionate force, arrests, long prison terms, extra-judicial killings,
and executions of protesters on trumped-up charges.5” JS2 stated that in practice, freedom of
assembly was routinely restricted as security forces often used brutal and lethal violence to
disperse peaceful protests and exploited broad and ambiguous criminal laws to target them.58

31. JS7 highlighted that the most recent wave of large-scale and largely peaceful
nationwide street protests began in September 2022, when a young Kurdish woman, Mahsa
(Zina) Amini, died in custody of the morality police in Tehran. Police and plainclothes agents
used live ammunition, pellets, tear gas, water cannons, and batons to suppress the
demonstrations. The crackdown on protesters resulted in the killing of at least 805 people,
including 107 children, the injury of many others, and the arrest and detention of thousands
of protesters and civil society activists.>® JS2 also noted that the authorities used live
ammunition against numerous peaceful protesters, killing hundreds and injuring many
others.®

32, JS9 also highlighted that the authorities disproportionately used unnecessary and
unlawful force, including lethal force, to suppress protests and dissent in provinces with
significant ethnic minority populations, such as Kurdistan, Kermanshah, West Azerbaijan,
East Azerbaijan, Sistan and Baluchistan, and Khuzestan. The unlawful use of lethal force,
including firearms such as military grade assault rifles and metal pellets during protests had
resulted in the Killing of minorities, including minority children as well as severe, painful,
and irreversible injuries, including permanent disabilities such as the total loss of vision.®

33.  JS7 stated that recent elections had consistently failed to be genuine, inclusive, and
participatory. Members of religious faiths other than Shia branch of Islam had been prevented
from standing in presidential election.®? JS9 also highlighted that the Government prevented
ethnic minorities from forming political parties or advocacy groups, frequently harassing
minority rights activists. The vetting process (Gozinesh) excluded individuals based on
religious and political beliefs, further marginalizing ethnic minorities. The Guardian Council
routinely disqualified ethnic minority candidates, perpetuating systemic inequities, and
undermining the democratic process.®

Right to privacy

34. JS8 noted that increasingly, surveillance cameras in public spaces, particularly
thoroughfares, were being utilized by the police to identify and penalize women who did not
comply with the mandatory hijab rule.5 JS20 also stated that the authorities frequently
pressured detained activists to surrender social media login details, subsequently using these
accounts for surveillance and phishing attacks.5®

35. JS13and JS20 recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran draft privacy and data
protection laws in line with international human rights standards, repeal provisions of the
Computer Crimes Law that undermined encryption, privacy and people’ rights against
surveillance, and cease all forms of unlawful surveillance and digital attacks against
individuals exercising their right to freedom of expression, assembly and association.%

Right to marriage and family life

36.  JS6 noted that the minimum age of marriage was set at 13 for girls and 15 for boys.¢”
JS6 and IKSS recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran enact a law that specifies the
minimum age of marriage for both girls and boys as 18 without exception.®
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Prohibition of all forms of slavery, including trafficking in persons

37.  JS10 stated that the authorities did not publish official and comprehensive statistics of
victims of human trafficking, or numbers of investigations, prosecutions, convictions and
sentences for perpetrators. There were no national procedures or measures to proactively
identify victims of trafficking. In addition, the State Welfare Organization did not offer
special protection services to victims of trafficking, including special shelters or medical,
psycho-social, and legal assistance.

38.  JS6 stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran had failed to take adequate steps to end
child, early, and forced marriage, all of which facilitated increased rates of domestic and
sexual violence against women and girls.”

Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

39.  JS2 stated that Iranian authorities did not permit the creation of labour unions,
allowing only state-sponsored labour councils. Labour rights groups continued to face
escalating pressure with prominent leaders and activists being imprisoned under national
security charges.” ITUC also highlighted that assault and suppression of workers extended
to a wide range of sectors, including oil, gas, iron, steel and sugarcane as well as other sectors.
Protesting workers, most of them on precarious contracts, were being brutally attacked by
anti-riot forces, threatened with dismissal and replacement, arrested and detained. Their
leaders were jailed on security charges.”

40.  HRAI stated that women often faced barriers to employment, unequal pay, and lack
of access to leadership positions. Ethnic minorities encountered discriminatory hiring
practices and unequal treatment at work.” JS9 also stated that minority-populated provinces
experienced significantly higher unemployment and corresponding poverty rates compared
to the national average of 8.2 per cent in 2024.7

Right to social security

41. FDAss and HARAA noted that the Government provided social insurance coverage
for non-working mothers residing in rural and nomadic areas with three children.™

Right to an adequate standard of living

42. CNWNNGOs noted that the Sixth Economic, Social, and Cultural Development Plan
had envisaged a scheme for empowering and providing housing for female heads of
households with financial needs.”

43.  1AChildren recommended that the Government improve the food security of children
under five years of age by allocating a free food basket of essential and desirable goods.”

Right to health

44,  Abshar Atefeha Charity Institute, JS16, PSA, and Raha noted the challenges such as
the interruptions in the distribution of medicines and the decrease in the quality of medical
services caused by unilateral coercive measures.”® ASCP also stated that since the re-
imposition of US sanctions in 2018, the Islamic Republic of Iran had been denied access to
drugs to treat thalassemia, disrupting patient care, which had resulted in increased morbidity
and mortality among thalassemia patients.™

45.  HI recommended that the Government continue providing health insurance for all
citizens, including those in rural areas.2® CWVA also recommended that the Government
continue to provide health services in specialized medical centres to Sardasht chemical
weapons victims of the 1980-1988 Iran-lraq war.8* IATA also recommended that the
Government take practical measures to protect the general health of people and to prevent
the spread of tobacco use, especially among women and children.8

46.  AHRAI stated that the Youthful Population and Protection of the Family Law
significantly deteriorated the rights of women and girls but also men to sexual and
reproductive health, which prohibited the free distribution of contraceptives in the public
health care system and limited access to contraceptives in pharmacies, imposed a ban on



A/HRC/WG.6/48/IRN/3

voluntary sterilization for men and women, enacted a policy of restricting access to
information on family planning, and further criminalized abortion for both women and
medicals. A medical doctor who performs an abortion for the fourth time would face the
death penalty.®® JS6 and HRAI noted similar concerns.8

Right to education

47.  JS10 stated that schools in minority-populated provinces were often underfunded,
with few resources and poorly trained teachers. Other barriers included inadequate
educational facilities in minority areas, cultural biases favouring male education, and neglect
in addressing gender disparities.®® Broken Chalk stated that students from low income
families and rural areas had a limited access to education, qualified teachers and
transportation.

48.  Broken Chalk urged the Islamic Republic of Iran to prioritize education and allocate
funds to provide training programmes to teachers, improve teacher salaries and enhance
educational structure to provide students with a high quality education.” BAC also
recommended that the Government strengthen efforts to support the right of women to
education in border and rural areas and continue to allocate facilities for the education of
immigrant women and girls.®

49. FODASUN recommended that the Government increase efforts to include training on
human rights and citizenship rights in the primary and secondary education system.

Cultural rights

50. JS21 noted that Farsi was the only official language in the country and the sole
language of instruction in schools, which had a detrimental impact on non-Persian students,
including harming student self-confidence and attainment, as well as causing high rates of
school drop-outs, among, for example, Ahwazi Arab students.®

51.  JS9 stated that Government extended control over cultural expressions with festivals
and local initiatives facing bureaucratic hurdles or bans if perceived to promote ethnic
identity over national unity, which limited minorities’ ability to express and preserve their
unique cultural heritage openly.®

Development and the environment

52.  IAJW recommended that the Government develop and implement policies that
promoted sustainable development, balancing economic growth with environmental
preservation and social well-being.®

53. JS9 stated that the environmental crisis in the country disproportionately affected
poor, vulnerable, and marginalized groups, particularly in minority-populated provinces such
as Sistan and Baluchistan, and Khuzestan, where a severe environmental and water crisis
exacerbated already challenging socio-economic conditions.®® JS9 also stated that decades of
dam construction and water diversion had resulted in severe water shortages in Khuzestan,
impacting health, agriculture, livelihoods, and biodiversity.%

54.  EnAC recommended that the Government: investigate and implement preventive
measures for social and environmental health problems caused by the drying of Lake Urmia,
including issues related to agriculture, unemployment, and migration; take additional
measures, including comprehensive public awareness campaigns to promote water-saving
practices and further invest in innovative irrigation technologies; and empower local
communities to take part in the management and restoration of wetlands through education
and participatory programmes with a view to enhancing local ownership and sustainable
practices.®

Rights of specific persons or groups

Women

55.  JS10 stated that discrimination and exclusion found in the Constitution and the Iranian
legal framework were further institutionalized through and reinforced by countless
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regulations, guidelines and policies sanctioning the severe deprivation of human rights and
the pervasive policing of women’s and girls’ conduct and choices. Regulations and laws
mandating the compulsory veil and other dress requirements had been used as a key tool of
the Government to control and subjugate women and girls. The authorities targeted women
and girls through arbitrary arrests and detention, prosecution and sentencing, and through the
denial of their rights to education, employment, freedom of movement, health and access to
justice.%

56.  JS6 highlighted that for decades, legal and systematic discrimination against women
had led to women being one of the most significant forces of resistance and change. They
had consistently been suppressed in political and social arenas, more than other groups.
Women’s efforts had publicly exposed ongoing discrimination, oppression, and injustice.
This struggle had caused women to face serious risks and costs, including detention,
imprisonment, house arrest, internal exile, travel bans, state-sponsored sexual and gender-
based violence, and social pressure.®” JS7 highlighted that women had been treated as second-
class individuals in law and practice. Discriminatory legal provisions deprived women of
equal rights in many areas, including with regard to: control over their own body; marriage;
divorce; custody of their children; inheritance; nationality; freedom of movement; access to
employment; and participation in public affairs. Furthermore, child and forced marriage
involving women and girls were widespread and had long been ignored by the authorities.%
Al noted similar concerns.®

57.  JS7 stated that honour killings had continued to be committed exclusively against
women with impunity, because Article 301 of the Islamic Penal Code exempted “fathers and
paternal grandfathers” from severe punishment for the killing of their children or
grandchildren, and granted full impunity to hushands for killing their wives if caught in the
act of adultery.1® UNDUPRAC expressed similar concerns.

58.  JS7 noted that in an attempt to enforce more stringent hijab laws, the Government
drafted the Bill for the Protection of Family through Promotion of the Culture of Hijab and
Chastity, which would punish “nudity,” “lack of hijab,” “improper clothing,” and “the
promotion of such affairs that undermined man and woman’s peace of mind within the
family, increased divorce and societal harms, and reduced the value of family.” The Bill
prescribed prison terms ranging from six months to 10 years and heavy fines for offenders.
Children from the age of nine upwards were liable under the Bill. Although the draft law had
not yet been adopted, many punishments stipulated in the Bill had already been enforced.%
Al also highlighted that since April 2024, when the authorities announced the implementation
of the nationwide “Noor (light) plan”, security forces had further intensified their violent
enforcement of compulsory veiling, subjecting women and girls to constant surveillance,
beatings, sexual violence, electric shocks, arbitrary arrest and detention.%®

59.  JS10 also stated that minority women and girls who did not comply with repressive
dress laws and/or protested against them, thereby exercising their rights to freedom of
expression, religion and belief and equality faced arrest, detention, judicial prosecution and
punishments, and violence from security forces.’** JS13 recommended that the Islamic
Republic of Iran repeal all laws that imposed compulsory hijab (veiling) on women and girls
in violation of their rights to equality and non-discrimination, freedom of belief and religion,
freedom of expression and the absolute prohibition on torture and other ill-treatment.1%

60. JS13 also recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran adopt legislation to
criminalize rape and sexual and gender-based violence, including domestic violence and
marital rape in line with international law and standards and ensure accountability for
violence against women, including when committed by state agents.'% JS6 recommended
that the Government enact a law that explicitly prohibits all forms of female genital
mutilations in the country.”

61.  JS8 stated that women and girls suffered from restrictions to their movement. Among
others, a husband had the right to forbid his wife from obtaining a passport to travel abroad
and or even prevent her from travelling abroad if she already had a passport.%

62.  JS7 highlighted that women had been deprived of the right to take part in public
affairs. The number of women in decision-making positions in different branches of
government had been traditionally very low. Women accounted from between three to five
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percent of the 290 parliamentarians in the current legislature (2020-2024). Women had also
been barred from seeking political office.® FDAss recommended that the Government
increase the presence of women in political positions and strengthen women’s political and
economic participation.0

Children

63.  PFT stated that there had been a growing increase in child labour amid the escalating
poverty crisis in the country, while noting reports indicating that 15 per cent of children in
the country were currently engaged in various labour activities.'!

64. ECP recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran: repeal the legal defences for the
use of corporal punishment by parents/guardians in the Civil Code 1935, the Islamic Penal
Code 2013 and the Child Protection Law 2002 and prohibit all corporal punishment in
childrearing and alternative care settings; confirm the clear policy against corporal
punishment in the Schools Executive Directive and clearly prohibit corporal punishment in
all education settings, public and private, at all levels; and repeal all provisions authorizing
corporal punishment as a sentence for offences committed by persons under 18, including for
minors under the age of criminal responsibility.t*?

65. Al highlighted that the age of criminal responsibility was nine lunar years for girls but
at 15 lunar years for boys.1?

Persons with disabilities

66.  1AA stated that people with autism spectrum disorders continued to face difficulties
when it came to accessing healthcare, education, public and social services. In addition, they
continued to lack participation in decision-making processes, access to post-secondary
education and participation in social and economic activities in the community.4

67.  APD recommended that the Government: continue its awareness-raising activities to
combat stigma and discrimination against persons with disabilities; pay special attention to
improving the social security system for persons with disabilities; and make further efforts
to provide health insurance for persons with disabilities.!'®

Minorities

68.  JS9 highlighted that members of minorities were routinely subjected to major human
rights violations enabled by law and deliberately facilitated through state policies and
practices, including arbitrary arrest and detention, extrajudicial killings, torture, and ill-
treatment, but also a range of violations of economic, social, and cultural rights linked to
discrimination, including through the denial of access to schools and universities,
expropriation of land, as well as a denial of employment opportunities.tt® JS9 stated that the
systemic discrimination against ethnic minorities in the country resulted in over-policing,
ethnic profiling, and biased sentencing, leading to high incarceration rates and
disproportionate representation among those sentenced to death.''” JS14 recommended that
the Islamic Republic of Iran take the necessary measures to respect and guarantee the rights
of all minorities, prevent and eradicate discrimination in law and in practice against religious
and ethnic minorities.*8

69.  BIC stressed that Baha’is continued to face violent home raids and confiscations of
belongings, arbitrary arrests, summons, and interrogations by government officials solely
based on their religious beliefs.'*® Baha’is also continued to endure harsh conditions,
including solitary confinement with frequent interrogations.*

70.  BIC stated that many Baha’is were denied access to their lawyers up until the last
moment, and those lawyers were given inadequate time to prepare their arguments. Judges
were heavily biassed and often made crude and defamatory remarks against the defendant
Baha’is.’?* BIC also stated that orchestrated hate campaigns against the Baha’is had
intensified since the previous review cycle, which were characterized by widespread
dissemination of misinformation through both traditional and social media, employing
repetitive and coordinated tactics to provoke public hostility against the Baha’i community.'??
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Notes
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71.  BIC also stated that Baha’is faced constant harassment in their professions and
workplaces and had been barred from employment in the public sector.?® Broken Chalk noted
that Baha’i students were barred from admission to higher education unless they signed a
declaration form.124

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons

72. Al highlighted that laws criminalizing consensual same-sex sexual conduct and
gender non-conformity had fostered an environment where killings and other violence
against LGBTIQ+ individuals by non-state actors were tolerated amid pervasive impunity
for homophobic and transphobic hate crimes.'?> 6Rang highlighted that the Islamic Republic
of Iran had failed to adopt legislation or policies to protect LGBTIQ+ individuals, who
continued to face severe persecution and discrimination. The Islamic Penal Code
criminalized same-sex conduct, imposing severe punishments, including flogging and the
death penalty. Transgender and non-binary expressions faced restrictions and penalties.
Medical practices often misdiagnosed and abused LGBTIQ+ individuals, including the use
of harmful conversion therapies. State and non-state actors perpetrated physical and
psychological violence against LGBTIQ+ persons with impunity.2

73.  6Rang also emphasized that LGBTIQ+ human rights defenders were prosecuted, and
might have faced the death penalty. Hate speech by state officials against the LGBTIQ+
community exacerbated societal hostility and alienation, particularly as a part of the
crackdown on protests. Gender-based violence against LGBTIQ+ protestors, particularly
during the crackdown on the 2022-23 nationwide protests constituted crimes against
humanity of gender persecution.?”

Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

74.  Broken Chalk stated that despite efforts to improve education opportunities, the
Islamic Republic of Iran had a significant rate of child refugees who still faced restrictions
regarding access to education.'?® As such, it noted that one-third of the Afghan refugee
population in the country were children and there was a decrease of the attendance rate of
Afghans at school in 2022, due to more restrictions regarding enrolment requirements and an
increase in tuition fees.!?® CICR recommended that the Islamic Republic of Iran continue
efforts to improve access to education for refugees, especially in rural areas, and reduce the
number of dropouts.3°

A/HRC/43/12, AIHRC/43/12/Add.1, and A/HRC/43/2.
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International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
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International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights

Optional Protocol to ICESCR

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Optional Protocol to ICCPR
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International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
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