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Document #2031249
USDOS - US Department of State

2019 Report on International Religious Freedom:
China (Includes Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong, and
Macau) - China

Executive Summary

Reports on Hong Kong, Macau, Tibet, and Xinjiang are appended at the end of this
report.

The constitution, which cites the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and the
guidance of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, states that citizens have
freedom of religious belief but limits protections for religious practice to “normal
religious activities” and does not define “normal.” Despite Chairman Xi Jinping's decree
that all members of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) must be “unyielding Marxist
atheists,” the government continued to exercise control over religion and restrict the
activities and personal freedom of religious adherents that it perceived as threatening
state or CCP interests, according to religious groups, nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs), and international media reports. The government recognizes five official
religions - Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Protestantism, and Catholicism. Only religious
groups belonging to the five state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations”
representing these religions are permitted to register with the government and officially
permitted to hold worship services. There continued to be reports of deaths in custody
and that the government tortured, physically abused, arrested, detained, sentenced to
prison, subjected to forced indoctrination in CCP ideology, or harassed adherents of
both registered and unregistered religious groups for activities related to their religious
beliefs and practices. There were several reports of individuals committing suicide in
detention, or, according to sources, as a result of being threatened and surveilled. In
December Pastor Wang Yi was tried in secret and sentenced to nine years in prison by a
court in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, in connection to his peaceful advocacy for religious
freedom. There was one self-immolation by a former Tibetan Buddhist monk reported
during the year. According to The Church of Almighty God, a Christian group established
in the country in 1991 and which the government considers an “evil cult,” authorities in
Shandong Province arrested more than 6,000 members during the year as part of a
nationwide crackdown. Media sources reported local officials in Tibetan areas explicitly
stated supporters of the Dalai Lama could be arrested under the government’s
nationwide anti-organized crime program. According to <i>Minghui, </i>a Falun Gong
publication, police arrested more than 6,000 Falun Gong practitioners during the year.
<i>Bitter Winter</i><i></i><i> </i>an online publication that tracks religious liberty and
human rights abuses in the country, reported instances of individuals being held for
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extended periods of time in psychiatric hospitals for practicing their religious beliefs,
beaten, and forced to take medication. The government continued a campaign begun in
2016 to evict thousands of monks and nuns from Larung Gar and Yachen Gar Tibetan
Buddhist Institutes. Authorities in many provinces targeted religious groups with
overseas ties, particularly Christian groups. The government offered financial incentives
to law enforcement to arrest religious practitioners and to citizens who reported “illegal
religious activity.” The government continued a campaign of religious Sinicization to
bring all religious doctrine and practice in line with CCP doctrine, adopting a formal five-
year plan on January 7. Officials across the country shut down religious venues,
including some that were affiliated with the authorized patriotic religious associations,
and placed surveillance cameras in houses of worship as a condition of allowing these
venues to continue operating. There were numerous reports that authorities closed or
destroyed Islamic, Christian, Buddhist, Taoist, Jewish, and other houses of worship and
destroyed public displays of religious symbols throughout the country, including the last
remaining crosses in Xiayi County, Henan Province, and all Jewish symbols identifying
the site of the former Kaifeng Synagogue, also in Henan Province. Nationwide, the
government prohibited individuals under aged 18 from participating in most religious
activities. The Holy See maintained its 2018 provisional agreement with the government
that reportedly addressed a decades-long dispute concerning the authority to appoint
bishops. Officials routinely made public statements denigrating the Dalai Lama.

The government continued to cite what it called the “three evils” of “ethnic separatism,
religious extremism, and violent terrorism” as its justification to enact and enforce
restrictions on religious practices of Muslims in Xinjiang. The U.S. government estimates
that since April 2017, the PRC government arbitrarily detained more than one million
Uighurs, ethnic Kazakhs, Hui, and members of other Muslim groups, as well as Uighur
Christians, in specially built or converted internment camps in Xinjiang and subjected
them to forced disappearance, political indoctrination, torture, physical and
psychological abuse, including forced sterilization and sexual abuse, forced labor, and
prolonged detention without trial because of their religion and ethnicity. There were
reports of individuals dying as a result of injuries sustained during interrogations. In
November <i>The New York Times</i> and the International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICl)) reported on leaked internal government documents that included
descriptions of the government’s mass internment program in Xinjiang and a manual
for operating internment camps with instructions on how to prevent escapes, how to
maintain total secrecy about the camp’'s existence, and methods of forced
indoctrination. A third document, the “Karakax List,” originally leaked in November and
later made public, presented evidence the government initially interned or extended
the internment of individuals on religious grounds in four reeducation centers in
Karakax County, Hotan Prefecture. Authorities in Xinjiang restricted access to mosques
and barred youths from participating in religious activities, including fasting during
Ramadan. According to human rights groups and international media, authorities
maintained extensive and invasive security and surveillance, in part to gain information
regarding individuals’ religious adherence and practices. This surveillance included
forcing Uighurs and other ethnic and religious minorities to install spyware on their
mobile phones and accept government officials and CCP members living in their homes.
Satellite imagery and other sources indicated the government destroyed mosques,
cemeteries, and other religious sites. Nearly 40 percent of all elementary and middle
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school students - approximately half a million children - lived in boarding schools
where they studied Han culture, Mandarin, and CCP ideology. The government sought
the forcible repatriation of Uighur and other Muslims from foreign countries and
detained some of those who returned.

Christians, Muslims, Tibetan Buddhists, and Falun Gong practitioners reported severe
societal discrimination in employment, housing, and business opportunities. In Xinjiang,
tension between Uighur Muslims and Han Chinese continued in parallel with the
authorities’ suppression of Uighur language, culture, and religion and the promotion of
the Han majority in political, economic, and cultural life. Anti-Muslim speech in social
media remained widespread

The President, Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other U.S. embassy
and consulates general representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns
about abuses of religious freedom throughout the country. At the second Ministerial to
Advance Religious Freedom in July, the United States and other nations issued a
statement calling on the government to cease its crackdown on religious groups. In a
September 23 speech at the UN General Assembly, the Vice President said, “The
Communist Party in China has arrested Christian pastors, banned the sale of Bibles,
demolished churches, and imprisoned more than one million Muslim Uighurs.” On
September 24 the United States co-sponsored a panel discussion on the human rights
crisis in Xinjiang during the United Nations General Assembly session, hosted by the
Deputy Secretary of State. During a press conference on November 26, the Secretary of
State said, “We call on the Chinese government to immediately release all those who are
arbitrarily detained and to end its draconian policies that have terrorized its own
citizens in Xinjiang.” The Ambassador and other embassy and consulate general officials
met with a range of Chinese officials to advocate for greater religious freedom and
tolerance and the release of individuals imprisoned for religious reasons. The
Ambassador and other embassy and consulate general officials met with members of
registered and unregistered religious groups, family members of religious prisoners,
NGOs, and others to reinforce U.S. support for religious freedom. The embassy
continued to amplify Department of State religious freedom initiatives directly to
Chinese citizens through outreach programs and social media.

In October the U.S. government added 28 PRC entities to the Department of
Commerce’s Entity List and imposed visa restrictions on PRC government and CCP
officials for their responsibility for, or complicity in, human rights abuses in Xinjiang.
When announcing these measures, the Secretary of State said, “The Chinese
government has instituted a highly repressive campaign against Uighurs, ethnic
Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, and other members of Muslim minority groups in the Xinjiang Uighur
Autonomous Region that includes mass detentions in internment camps; pervasive,
high-tech surveillance; draconian controls of expressions of cultural and religious
identities; and coercion of individuals to return from abroad to an often perilous fate in
China.”

Since 1999, China has been designated as a “Country of Particular Concern” (CPC) under

the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 for having engaged in or tolerated
particularly severe violations of religious freedom. On December 18, the Secretary of
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State redesignated China as a CPC and identified the following sanction that
accompanied the designation: the existing ongoing restriction on exports to China of
crime control and detection instruments and equipment, under the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act of 1990 and 1991 (Public Law 101-246), pursuant to section 402(c)(5)
of the Act.

Section I. Religious Demography

The U.S. government estimates the total population at 1.4 billion (midyear 2019
estimate). According to the State Council Information Office (SCIO) report “Seeking
Happiness for People: 70 Years of Progress on Human Rights in China,” published in
September, there are more than 200 million religious adherents in the country. The
SCIO April 2018 white paper on religion in China states there are approximately 5,500
religious groups.

Local and regional figures for the number of religious followers, including those
belonging to the four officially recognized religions, are unclear. Local governments do
not release these statistics, and even official religious organizations do not have
accurate numbers. The Pew Research Center and other observers say the numbers of
adherents of many religious groups often are underreported. The U.S. government
estimated in 2010 that Buddhists comprise 18.2 percent of the population, Christians
5.1 percent, Muslims 1.8 percent, and followers of folk religions 21.9 percent. According
to a February 2017 estimate by the U.S.-based NGO Freedom House, there are more
than 350 million religious adherents in the country, including 185-250 million Chinese
Buddhists, 60-80 million Protestants, 21-23 million Muslims, 7-20 million Falun Gong
practitioners, 12 million Catholics, 6-8 million Tibetan Buddhists, and hundreds of
millions who follow various folk traditions. According to the Christian advocacy NGO
Open Doors USA’s 2019 World Watch List, there are 97.2 million Christians. According to
2017 data from the Jewish Virtual Library, the country's Jewish population is 2,700.

The SCIO April white paper found the number of Protestants to be 38 million. Among
these, there are 20 million Protestants affiliated with the Three-Self Patriotic Movement
(TSPM), the state-sanctioned umbrella organization for all officially recognized
Protestant churches, according to information on TSPM's website in March 2017. The
SCIO report states there are six million Catholics, although media and international
NGO estimates suggest there are 10-12 million Catholics, approximately half of whom
practice in churches not affiliated with the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA),
the state-sanctioned organization for all officially recognized Catholic churches.
Accurate estimates on the numbers of Catholics and Protestants as well as other faiths
are difficult to calculate because many adherents practice exclusively at home or in
churches that are not state sanctioned.

According to the SCIO report, there are 10 ethnic minority groups totaling more than 20
million persons in which Islam is the majority religion. Other sources indicate almost all
Muslims are Sunni. The two largest Muslim ethnic minorities are Hui and Uighur, with
Hui Muslims concentrated primarily in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and in

https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2031249.html 02-07-2020



USDOS — US Department of State: “2019 Report on International Religious Freedom: ... Side 5 af 38

Qinghai, Gansu, and Yunnan Provinces. The State Administration for Religious Affairs
(SARA) estimates the Muslim Hui population at 10.6 million. Most Uighur Muslims are
concentrated in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.

While there is no reliable government breakdown of the Buddhist population by branch,
the vast majority of Buddhists are adherents of Mahayana Buddhism, according to the
Pew Research Center.

Prior to the government’s 1999 ban on Falun Gong, the government estimated there
were 70 million adherents. Falun Gong sources estimate tens of millions continue to
practice privately, and Freedom House estimates seven to 20 million practitioners.

Some ethnic minorities retain traditional religions, such as Dongba among the Naxi
people in Yunnan Province and Buluotuo among the Zhuang in Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region. Media sources report Buddhism, particularly Tibetan Buddhism, is
growing in popularity among the Han Chinese population. The central government
classifies worship of Mazu, a folk deity with Taoist roots, as “cultural heritage” rather
than religious practice.

Section II. Status of Government Respect for Religious Freedom
Legal Framework

The constitution, which cites the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and the
guidance of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, states citizens have “freedom
of religious belief,” but limits protections for religious practice to “normal religious
activities.” The constitution does not define “normal.” It says religion may not be used to
disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens, or interfere with the educational
system. The constitution provides for the right to hold or not to hold a religious belief. It
says state organs, public organizations, and individuals may not discriminate against
citizens “who believe in, or do not believe in, any religion.” The constitution states
“Religious bodies and religious affairs are not subject to any foreign domination.”

The law does not allow legal action to be taken against the government based on the
religious freedom protections afforded by the constitution. Criminal law allows the state
to sentence government officials to up to two years in prison if they violate a citizen's
religious freedom.

The CCP is responsible for creating religious regulations. The CCP manages the United
Front Work Department (UFWD), which in turn manages SARA’'s functions and
responsibilities . SARA is responsible for implementing the CCP’s religious regulations.
SARA administers the provincial and local bureaus of religious affairs.

CCP members and members of the armed forces are required to be atheists and are

forbidden from engaging in religious practices. Members found to belong to religious
organizations are subject to expulsion, although these rules are not universally
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enforced. The vast majority of public office holders are CCP members, and membership
is widely considered a prerequisite for success in a government career. These
restrictions on religious belief and practice also apply to retired CCP party members.

The law bans certain religious or spiritual groups. Criminal law defines banned groups
as “cult organizations” and provides for criminal prosecution of individuals belonging to
such groups and punishment of up to life in prison. There are no published criteria for
determining, or procedures for challenging, such a designation. A national security law
also explicitly bans “cult organizations.”

The CCP maintains an extralegal, party-run security apparatus to eliminate the Falun
Gong movement and other such organizations. The government continues to ban Falun
Gong, the Guanyin Method religious group (Guanyin Famen or the Way of the Goddess
of Mercy), and Zhong Gong (a gqigong exercise discipline). The government also
considers several Christian groups to be “evil cults,” including the Shouters, The Church
of AlImighty God (also known as Eastern Lightning), Society of Disciples (Mentu Hui), Full
Scope Church (Quan Fanwei Jiaohui), Spirit Sect, New Testament Church, Three Grades
of Servants (San Ban Puren), Association of Disciples, Lord God religious group,
Established King Church, the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification
(Unification Church), Family of Love, and South China Church.

The Counterterrorism Law describes “religious extremism” as the ideological basis of
terrorism that uses “distorted religious teachings or other means to incite hatred, or
discrimination, or advocate violence.”

The government recognizes five official religions - Buddhism, Taoism, Islam,
Protestantism, and Catholicism. Regulations require religious organizations to register
with the government. Only religious groups belonging to one of the five state-
sanctioned religious associations are permitted to do so and only these organizations
may legally hold worship services. These five associations operate under the direction
of the CCP UFWD. The five associations are the Buddhist Association of China (BAC), the
Chinese Taoist Association, the Islamic Association of China (IAC), the TSPM, and the
CCPA. Other religious groups such as Protestant groups unaffiliated with the official
TSPM or Catholics professing loyalty to the Holy See are not permitted to register as
legal entities. The country’s laws and policies do not provide a mechanism for religious
groups independent of the five official patriotic religious associations to obtain legal
status.

According to regulations, religious organizations must submit information about the
organization’s historical background, members, doctrines, key publications, minimum
funding requirements, and government sponsor, which must be one of the five state-
sanctioned religious associations.

The 2018 Regulations on Religious Affairs state that registered religious organizations
may possess property, publish approved materials, train staff, and collect donations.
Religious and other regulations permit official patriotic religious associations to engage
in activities such as building places of worship, training religious leaders, publishing
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literature, and providing social services to local communities. The CCP's UFWD, including
SARA, and the Ministry of Civil Affairs provide policy guidance and supervision on the
implementation of these regulations.

The SCIO April 2018 white paper states there are approximately 144,000 places of
worship registered for religious activities in the country, among which 33,500 are
Buddhist temples (including 28,000 Han Buddhist temples, 3,800 Tibetan Buddhist
monasteries, and 1,700 Theravada Buddhist temples), 9,000 Taoist temples, 35,000
Islamic mosques, 6,000 Catholic churches and places of assembly spread across 98
dioceses, and 60,000 Protestant churches and places of assembly.

Government policy allows religious groups to engage in charitable work, but regulations
specifically prohibit faith-based organizations from proselytizing while conducting
charitable activities. Authorities require faith-based charities, like all other charitable
groups, to register with the government. Once registered as an official charity,
authorities allow them to raise funds publicly and to receive tax benefits. The
government does not permit unregistered charitable groups to raise funds openly, hire
employees, open bank accounts, or own property. According to several unregistered
religious groups, the government requires faith-based charities to obtain official
cosponsorship of the registration application by the local official religious affairs
bureau. Authorities often require these groups to affiliate with one of the five state-
sanctioned religious associations.

The law requires members of religious groups to seek approval to travel abroad.

The regulations specify all religious structures, including clergy housing, may not be
transferred, mortgaged, or utilized as investments. In December SARA issued
regulations that place restrictions on religious groups conducting business or making
investments by stipulating the property and income of religious groups, schools, and
venues must not be distributed and should be used for activities and charity befitting
their purposes; any individual or organization that donates funds to build religious
venues is prohibited from owning the venues.

The regulations impose a limit on foreign donations to religious groups, stating any
such donations must be used for activities that authorities deem appropriate for the
group and the site. Regulations ban donations from foreign groups and individuals if
the donations come with any attached conditions and state any donations exceeding
RMB 100,000 ($14,400) must be submitted to the local government for review and
approval. Religious groups, religious schools, and “religious activity sites” must not
accept donations from foreign sources with conditions attached. If authorities find a
group has illegally accepted a donation, they may confiscate the donation and fine the
recipient group between one to three times the value of the unlawful donations or, if
the amount cannot be determined, a fine of RMB 50,000 ($7,200).

The Regulations on Religious Affairs require that religious activity “must not harm
national security.” This includes support for “religious extremism.” The regulations do
not define “extremism.” Penalties for “harm to national security” may include
suspending groups and canceling clergy credentials.
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National laws allow each provincial administration to issue its own regulations
concerning religious affairs, including penalties for violations; many provinces updated
their regulations after the national 2018 regulations came into effect. In addition to the
five officially recognized religions, local governments, at their discretion, permit
followers of certain unregistered religions to carry out religious practices. In
Heilongjiang, Zhejiang, and Guangdong Provinces, for example, local governments allow
members of Orthodox Christian communities to participate in unregistered religious
activities.

SARA states, through a policy posted on its website, that family and friends have the
right to meet at home for worship, including prayer and Bible study, without registering
with the government. A provision states, however, that religious organizations should
report the establishment of a religious site to the government for approval.

According to the law, inmates have the right to believe in a religion and maintain their
religious beliefs while in custody.

The law does not define what constitutes proselytizing. The constitution states “Any
state units, social organizations and individuals must not force a citizen to believe or not
believe in a religion.” Offenders are subject to administrative and criminal penalties.

An amendment to the criminal law and a judicial interpretation by the national Supreme
People's Procuratorate and the Supreme People’s Court published in 2016 law
criminalize the act of forcing others to wear “extremist” garments or symbols; doing so
is punishable by up to three years' imprisonment, short-term detention or controlled
release, and a concurrent fine. Neither the amendment nor the judicial interpretation
defines what garments or symbols the law considers “extremist.”

Regulations restrict the publication and distribution of literature with religious content
to guidelines determined by the State Publishing Administration. The regulations limit
the online activities (“online religious information services”) of religious groups by
requiring prior approval from the provincial religious affairs bureau. Religious texts
published without authorization, including Bibles, Qurans, and Buddhist and Taoist
texts, may be confiscated, and unauthorized publishing houses closed.

The government offers some subsidies for the construction of state-sanctioned places
of worship and religious schools.

To establish places of worship, religious organizations must receive approval from the
religious affairs department of the local government when the facility is proposed and
again before services are first held at that location. Religious organizations must submit
dozens of documents to register during these approval processes, including detailed
management plans of their religious activities, exhaustive financial records, and
personal information on all staff members. Religious communities not going through
the formal registration process may not legally have a set facility or worship meeting
space. Therefore, every time such groups want to reserve a space for worship, such as
by renting a hotel or an apartment, they must seek a separate approval from
government authorities for each service. Worshipping in a space without prior approval,
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gained either through the formal registration process or by seeking an approval for
each service, is considered an illegal religious activity, which may be criminally or
administratively punished.

By regulation, if a religious structure is to be demolished or relocated because of city
planning or construction of key projects, the party responsible for demolishing the
structure must consult with its local bureau of religious affairs (guided by SARA) and the
religious group using the structure. If all parties agree to the demolition, the party
conducting the demolition must agree to rebuild the structure or provide compensation
equal to its appraised market value.

The Regulations on Religious Affairs include registration requirements for schools that
allow only the five state-sanctioned religious associations or their affiliates to form
religious schools. Children under the age of 18 are prohibited from participating in
religious activities and receiving religious education, even in schools run by religious
organizations. One regulation states that no individual may use religion to hinder the
national education system and that no religious activities may be held in schools.

The law mandates the teaching of atheism in schools, and a CCP directive provides
guidance to universities on how to prevent foreign proselytizing of university students.

The law states job applicants shall not face discrimination in hiring based on factors
including religious belief.

The country is not a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR). With respect to Macau, the central government notified the UN secretary
general, in part, that residents of Macau shall not be restricted in the rights and
freedoms they are entitled to, unless otherwise provided for by law, and in case of
restrictions, the restrictions shall not contravene the ICCPR. With respect to Hong Kong,
the central government notified the secretary general, in part, that the ICCPR would also
apply to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Government Practices

Police continued to arrest and otherwise detain leaders and members of religious
groups, often those connected with groups not registered with the state-sanctioned
religious associations. There were reports police used violence and beatings during
arrest and detention. Reportedly, authorities used vague or insubstantial charges,
sometimes in connection with religious activity, to convict and sentence leaders and
members of religious groups to years in prison.

There were reports of deaths in custody and forced disappearances, and organ
harvesting in prison of individuals whom, according to sources, authorities targeted
based on their religious beliefs or affiliation. There were reports that authorities
tortured detainees, including by depriving them of food, water, and sleep. NGOs
reported some previously detained individuals were released but still denied freedom
of movement.
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The Political Prisoner Database (PPDB) maintained by human rights NGO Dui Hua
Foundation contained the following number of imprisoned religious practitioners at
year's end: 121 “non-cult” Protestants, 487 “cult” Protestants, including members of The
Church of Almighty God, 114 Muslims, 22 Buddhists, and four Catholics, compared with
119 “non-cult” Protestants, 316 "cult” Protestants, 136 Muslims, 22 Buddhists, and nine
Catholics at the end of 2018. According to Dui Hua, these numbers were based on Dui
Hua's classification system for inclusion in the PPDB and were not the total number of
religious prisoners. The number of Muslim prisoners did not include Uighur and ethnic
Kazakh prisoners, which Dui Hua classified as “ethnic prisoners.” According to Dui Hua,
these figures did not account for Muslims in detention centers, which the government
referred to as “vocational skill education training centers.” The PPDB listed 2,979 Falun
Gong practitioners imprisoned at year's end, compared with 3,486 at the end of 2018.
Dui Hua defined imprisoned religious practitioners as “people persecuted for holding
religious beliefs that are not officially sanctioned.”

According to a report released by The Church of AlImighty God, during the year at least
32,815 Church members were directly persecuted by authorities, compared with 23,567
in 2018. The report stated that authorities harassed at least 26,683 church members (at
least 12,456 in 2018), arrested 6,132 (11,111 in 2018), detained 4,161 (6,757 in 2018),
tortured 3,824 (685 in 2018), sentenced 1,355 (392 in 2018), and seized at least RMB 390
million ($56 million) in Church and personal assets. At least 19 Church members died as
a result of abuse (20 in 2018). These 19 included two who died as a result of undergoing
physical abuse and forced labor, three who committed suicide as a result of authorities
surveilling and pressuring them to renounce their faith, and 11 who died of medical
complications during or following their detention.

According to the annual report of The Church of AlImighty God, in January Ren Cuifang
of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region died 12 days after being arrested. The report
stated that on her remains there was bruising around her eyes and the left side of her
chest. There was a burn scar on her thigh and lacerations with blood marks on her
wrists and heels. The report also stated that on May 30, police arrested a couple in
Xinmi City, Henan Province. During questioning, police struck the husband repeatedly
across the face, kicked him in the lower back, clubbed his toes with an iron bar, and
forced him to take off his clothes and kneel on an iron rod. He suffered two broken ribs
on his left side. They stomped on the wife’s toes and instep, struck her in the face with a
ruler, and handcuffed her behind her back with one arm twisted up over her shoulder
and one arm twisted from below. In August Liu Jun of Jiangxi Province, who suffered
from kidney disease, died in custody of uremia after authorities delayed his treatment.
In July Cheng Dongzhu of Hubei Province, under the pressure of constant surveillance
by authorities, drowned herself in a lake. The NGO Association for the Defense of
Human Rights and Religious Freedom said that in May police attempted to arrest Li
Sulian, a member of The Church of Almighty God, in her apartment, but before they
entered she died from a fall in an attempt to escape out the window using a bed sheet.
On November 22, Bitter Winter described the arrests, detentions, and seizure of assets
of The Church of Almighty God members as part of the government's nationwide
campaign to “clean up gang crime and eliminate evil.”
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According to Bitter Winter, local authorities throughout Shandong Province arrested
more than 50 members of The Church of AlImighty God. According to the family of one
of the individuals arrested in Dezhou City on April 17, eight police officers suddenly
broke into his home and, without presenting any credentials, searched the dwelling,
seizing RMB 6,000 ($860), two computers, and other items. The man’s wife was later
taken away as well and held in detention. In another instance, according to Bitter Winter,
police knocked on the door under the false pretense of checking the home’s electricity
circuit. When the owner opened her door, more than one dozen police officers entered,
searched the house, and seized spiritual books and other faith-related items and two
computers. Police arrested her and took her away in handcuffs with a hood over her
head.

The Church of Almighty God reported that in May 52 members were arrested in
coordinated raids in Chongging, Sichuan Province. Some detainees reported they were
put in a “tiger chair,” a device used to create stress positions during interrogations, and
others said authorities denied them medical treatment and prevented them from
sleeping. During the raid police seized RMB 190,000 ($27,000) of Church and personal

property

According to Minghui, police arrested 6,109 and harassed 3,582 Falun Gong
practitioners during the year for refusing to renounce their faith. At year's end, 3,400
practitioners remained in custody. The arrests occurred throughout the country.
Eighteen provinces, including Shandong, Hubei, Sichuan, Jilin, and Liaoning, reported
hundreds of cases of harassment and arrests. According to Minghui, those arrested
included teachers, engineers, lawyers, journalists, and dancers. On April 17, more than
100 officers arrested 10 members of a family in Bozhou City, Anhui Province, including a
mother, her five daughters, three sons-in-law, and a 12-year-old grandson. Four of the
sisters stood trial on December 5 and w