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Operations in the Republic of Moldova

« Strangthen the capacity of the Government te address migration
.Gm;mm and promote awareness and understanding of refugee
aw

« Monior and protect persons of concem to UNHCR (particularty
against refaulement) and help find durable solutions for them,
including voluntary repatriation and Integration assistance to
vulnerable IDPs from Trans-Dnlesiria,

¢ Promote an effective NGO network. and sensitize the judiciary
and the general public to the rights of asylum seekers, refugees,
10Ps and stateless persons,

The legal status of asylum Seekers remaing precarnious and many semi-
intagrated former students attempt to move In an iregular manner to
Western Europe whan thair residence permits or documents of
statelessness expire. It is estimated that up to 2,500 foreigners {maostly
students) fram as many as 30 countries may consider applying for
refugee status once a funclioning asylum procedure is establishad. Al
the end of June 1999, 252 individuals had approached UNHCR for
protection agains! refoulement (compared 10 153 at the end of January),
Most continue to reside illegally in the country as existing allens and
citizanship legislation does not parmit legalization of their stay. Where
applicable, resetiement or family roeunification was pursued.

The Moldovan autharities have ackna tha need to mntroduce a
system to manage iregular migration. In , & Parliamentary
Working Groop adopted a set of recommendations that should lead to
the drafting of legislation and a mwcn.u hearing on the issue, scheduled
for July, Given Moldova's policy focus on integration into Europaan
structures, there |s growing interest in the Acquis Communaitaires.
UNHCR organized several seminars on refugee law, citizenshin issues,
ete. in the capitat and the districts, with m!».n.vmeo: ion of Ministries, barder
guards, grocuraters and judges, UNHCR provided the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (UN Depariment) and the State Chanceallery with
equipment to strengthen their managemeni capacities. Pending the
creation of appropriate government structutes and the registration of
asylum seerers, UNHCR exercizes Us mandate and provides basic
protechon and assistance o bona-fide asylum seekers,

Promoting tolerance and ensuring access of children to primary
education remain lop prontes. Counselling was provided with a view 1o
regularizing residence and natusalization. Undocumented persons of
concem were issued protection letters thal are generally respected by
the authorites. Through NGOs, UNHCR provided social and medical
assistance. Funds were allocated to rehabilitate facilities In tals In
the capital, providing treatment to persons of concern to UNHC

Repair of one school has also staned.
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In 19498, UNHCR was requested by the Govemnment to identify soiutions

to the problem of displacement from Trans-Dniestria. In dose
coordination with the OSCE Mission and UNDP, the priority is 10

promate 3 sale and dignified retum of IDPs and 1o support the efforts o

reintegrate those who are unable to returm home. In view of reports of

continued human rights viclations in Trans-Dniestria, UNHCR monitors

any irequiar movements. UNHCR provided assistance for the
raconstruction of two schools in the region during 1989,

LUINHCR ramains atfentive 1o the problem of formerly deported persons

{(FDPs), including the question of scmmmaﬁ..g. and mallers related

10 statelessness and naturalization,

itical soientist completed a

UNHCR-commissioned survey on FDPs. A survey on [DPs, startad in

1998, was finalized

. Operational/Financial Constraimis

Conslraints hampering
issues include limited

In capacity buiiding and migration

tention by the Government and Parliament to
thase Issues, and lack of national resources.

Objectives and prionties as formulated above will cantinue during the
sacond hall of the yaar.

BUDGET (in USD)

General Programmes Special Programmes
Initind Ravised Inital Revisend
453,400 462,715 200,000 74,353
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