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The Islamic police, or Hisbah, say the arrests will continue throughout Ramadan (file photo)
The Islamic police in the northern Nigerian state of Kano have arrested Muslims seen

eating and drinking publicly, as well as those selling food at the start of Ramadan,
when Muslims are supposed to fast from dawn until dusk.

The deputy commander of the Hisbah, Mujahid Aminudeen, told the BBC that 20
people had been arrested for not fasting and five for selling food, and that the
operations would continue throughout the month, which began on Saturday.

"It is important to note that we don't concern ourselves with non-Muslims," he said.

Mr Aminudeen said any "disrespect” for Ramadan would not be condoned.
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"It's heart-breaking that in such a holy month meant for fasting, adult Muslims would
be seen eating and drinking publicly. We won't condone that and that's why we went
out to make arrests," he said.

He said all 25 had been charged in a Sharia court and would be punished accordingly.

The Hisbah official added that they sometimes get tip-offs when people are seen
eating.

"We do get calls from people who are enraged after seeing people eating in public and
we act fast by going to the area to make arrests."

He also confirmed the arrest of other people who were seen with "inappropriate
haircuts", wearing shorts above the knee and tricycle drivers mixing male and female
passengers.

Last year, those arrested for not fasting were freed after promising to fast, while the
relatives or guardians of some of them were summoned and ordered to monitor them
to make sure they fast.

Those arrested this year were not so lucky as they will have to face the court.

Just over two decades ago, Sharia, or Islamic law, was introduced to work alongside
secular law in 12 of Nigeria's northern states that have a majority Muslim population.
Sharia does not apply to the Christian minorities living in the states.



Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, has a special significance in Islam.

It is during this month that Muslims believe the first verses of the Quran - Islam's holy
book - were revealed to Prophet Muhammad.

Fasting is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, which lay the basis for how Muslims are
required to live their lives. The fast is observed during daylight hours.

Ramadan usually last 29 or 30 days, and is expected to end on Sunday 30 March.
You may also be interested in:

e Islamic police raid betting shops in northern Nigeria

o Regrets, executions and coups: Four takeaways from former Nigerian military
ruler's book

o Tinubu ex-ally criticises Nigeria reforms
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Go to BBCAfrica.com for more news from the African continent.

Follow us on Twitter @BBCAfrica, on Facebook at BBC Africa or on Instagram at
bbcafrica

BBC Africa podcasts

Africa Daily
Focus on Africa

Nigeria Kano Africa
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2hrsago Ghana journalist awarded $18m in US after suing ex-MP

Kennedy Agyapong alleged Anas Aremeyaw Anas was behind the murder of a colleague, among other claims.
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>hrsago DR Congo and Rwanda call for ceasefire in Qatar talks

The meeting comes amid an M23 advance that has seen the rebels seize two cities in eastern DR Congo.
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Court witnesses reveal shocking details about the disappearance of Joshlin Smith.
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Last-minute deal to protect African penguins from extinction

No-go fishing zones agreed to stop vessels catching sardines and anchovies around breeding grounds.
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