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Asylum

Attacks against LGBTI refugees continued this year. For instance, 

detained. LGBTI 

seekers, called #MyNameisAyda.

detained

were held in custody for six days and ill-treated by police. Once 

Bias-motivated speech

online and . For

called

by news outlet Akit.

distributed

On 23 May, the Turkish Constitutional Court ruled that calling 

speech, as it falls under freedom of expression.

Bias-motivated violence

At least four trans women were killed in 2018 and many more 

were attacked. SOGIESC are still not protected grounds in the 

hate crime law.

Education

Trans students face discrimination in education, for instance 

being denied

Enlargement

made towards EU accession, published in April, the European 

protection of LGBTI rights, highlighting the Ankara ban (see 

under Freedom of assembly), the lack of hate crime or hate 

speech laws, and widespread discrimination.

Freedom of assembly

brought the case to the Constitutional Court on 

process is ongoing.

declared a new ban, 

after the state of emergency was lifted.

 with hundreds 

made their press statement without incidents.

threatened

board member was assaulted by the group outside. The police 

different districts of Istanbul, with plastic bullets and tear gas. 11 

demonstrators were taken into custody, and later released.
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banned the parade the day before, citing safety and morality 

was held successfully on 14 

Freedom of expression

was detained by police on 2 February. This followed a police 

social media posts were included in the warrant for his detention. 

northern Syria. The Turkish Medical Association (TTB) reacted,

on his social media accounts (see Freedom of assembly). He 

he was being prosecuted under. Since February, Ali had to 

regularly report to the police and sign a document.

Health

Houses informed the Committee on the Inquiry of Human Rights 

that there are currently 200 LGBTI people in prisons. They also 

shared that one trans inmate underwent breast augmentation, 

Three municipalities

Legal gender recognition

law on LGR entered into force on 20 March. The law abolishes 

the sterilisation requirement, but not surgeries. In practice, 

it seems that the requirement in the law to submit a proof of 

surgery is interpreted strictly as relating to genital surgeries that 

lead to sterility.

Participation in public, cultural and political life

a candidate for the 

parliament elections

in Edirne, but was not elected.

Police and law enforcement

began a hunger 

2017 during an ID check, on grounds of propaganda for an 

illegal organisation. She was housed in the male ward, and when 

suspended her hunger strike 

after cooperation with the prison warden.

a separate prison for LGBTI inmates. There has been no follow 

up since then. This April, NGO CISST (working on inmate rights) 

letters from LGBTI inmates about these plans. The Ministry has 

information claims.
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