
According to the minister of interior, 3,200 migrants and asylum 

seekers crossed into Croatia between January and August, with 852 

claiming asylum. Authorities granted 140 people asylum and 21 

subsidiary protection during the same period.

In August, UNHCR reported allegations that since January around 2,500 

asylum seekers and migrants had been pushed back by Croatian police 

to Bosnia and Herzegovina, hundreds of cases of denied access to 

asylum procedures, and over 700 allegations of police violence and 

theft. The same month, a group of members of the European Parliament 

from 11 EU states jointly requested the European Commission to 

urgently investigate the allegations, with the Council of Europe human 

rights commissioner echoing that call in October.

A decade after Croatia ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), thousands of adults and children with 

disabilities remain trapped in segregated institutions. A draft law on 

foster care tabled by the government in May would prioritize placement 

of adults with disabilities in foster care, including without their consent, 

in contradiction to the CRPD. It remained pending at time of writing.

A government funded study published in July found that almost all 

Roma in the country live in poverty and less than a third finish primary 

school.

A campaign starting in May for a public referendum to reduce the 

number of seats for ethnic Serbs in the Croatian parliament and limit 

them from voting on the budget and government formation raised alarm 

among Serb community leaders and NGOs. Authorities were reviewing 

the proposal at time of writing.

Between January and September 2018, there were 14 war crimes cases 

before courts in Croatia. In the same period, courts convicted only four 

people for war-related crimes and the prosecution of other cases moved 

slowly.
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