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Pakistan - Researched and compiled by the Refugee Documentation Centre of 
Ireland on 18 and 19 October 2010

Information on conditions for women and children in Pakistan

An IRIN News article from October 2010 mentioning children states:

Flood victims across Pakistan have been returning home to villages where houses
have been reduced to piles of mud and brick, farmland ravaged and streets reduced 
to swamps. (IRIN News (13 October 2010) Pakistan: Child-labour risks rise across 
flood zone)

This article also states:

Assessments of damage are still being made, but the National Disaster
Management Authority says over 1.9 million houses have been damaged or 
destroyed leaving over eight million people homeless. Problems of child protection,
such as child labour, will arise after the relief phase, a little later on as people return 
home, Smaranda Popa, chief of the UN Children s Fund (UNICEF) child protection
section, told IRIN. When they have nothing but say 10 children, exploitation is likely. 
Some may be sent to orphanages, some put to work and so on. (ibid)

A report in October 2010 by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty commenting on 
women, states:

Less than a quarter of Pakistani women are active in the workforce, and they earn
less than a fifth of the income of males on average. Female unemployment is running 
at double the rate of male unemployment. Despite strong female figures in politics in 
the past, women are deeply underrepresented in the political process, and they even 
live shorter lives than their menfolk. (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (12 October
2010) Iran, Pakistan Among Worst In Gender Equality Report)

The Nation in October 2010 comments on children stating:

A total number of 1,216 children were sexually abused across the country during the 
first six months of the current year. Not less than 125 boys and girls were sexually 
abused after abduction. A total of 55 cases are those in which both girls and boys
are murdered after sexual assault, revealed the six-month report of a local NGO 
Sahil, issued here on Thursday. This shows a considerable increase in the cases as 
compared to last year s statistics of six months, which were recorded 968 cases.
According to the report, the cases of 18 years and below of boys and girls has been 
registered to compile into a report called Cruel Numbers. According to the report, the
data of the six months from January to June of 2010 reveals that the incidence of 
child sexual abuse in Pakistan is approximately 6 children a day. (The Nation (15 
October 2010) 55 children murdered after sexual assault).

The Daily Times commenting on children in October 2010 states:



The number of child abuse cases have been rapidly growing in Pakistan due to a
lack of proper preventive and protective measures adopted by the government, as 
well as the parents, Sahil, a non-government organisation (NGO) working for 
children s rights, said on Oct 14, at a press conference held at the Lahore Press
Club. (Daily Times (15 October 2010) Child abuse cases on the rise)

The Times of India in September 2010 reports on women and children, stating:

At least 400,000 children below five years of age and 20,000 mothers die annually in
Pakistan due to malnutrition, socio-economic problems and lack of access to proper 
health care. (The Times of India (24 September 2010) 400,000 kids, 20,000 mothers 
die each year in Pakistan)

BBC News in September 2010 referring to children reports:

Many acutely malnourished children in Pakistan's flood-affected areas could die if 
major food shortages continue, Save the Children has warned. (BBC News (18
September 2010) Save the Children warns of Pakistan flood child deaths)

The United Nations Children s Fund in September 2010 commenting on children 
notes:

Approximately one-fifth of Pakistan s total land area has been underwater due to the
flooding. Flooding has also destroyed large tracts of agricultural land and crops within 
an already food-insecure country. Given the widespread crisis, the risk of child 
malnutrition looms large, with the very young extremely vulnerable. Malnutrition is 
compounded by the vicious circle of contaminated water, bad sanitation and poor 
hygiene practices, which is also likely to lead to illness and further malnutrition, and 
malnutrition in turn increasing the risk of sickness. (United Nations Children s Fund
(21 September 2010) Children in Pakistan: Every Child's Right - Responding to the 
Floods in Pakistan, p.1)

The document also notes:

An estimated 1.8 million children are at risk of being unable to attend school at the 
start of the school year in September, as over 8600 schools were damaged and over 
5600 schools are occupied by flood victims and need repair and rehabilitation. 
Directly and indirectly more than 16,400 schools have been affected. The floods have 
also created new protection risks for children and exacerbated preexisting threats: 
children have been or are at risk of being separated from their families, they are at 
risk of abuse, they lack or have limited access to assistance, and they have
witnessed death and destruction. (ibid, p.2)

It is also noted in this document that:

The floods have created new protection risks for children and exacerbated existing
ones: children have been or are at risk of being separated from their families, they
are at risk of violence, abuse, exploitation and discrimination, they lack or have 
limited access to assistance, and they have witnessed death and destruction. In 
addition, there is a high risk that certain forms of gender-based violence (GBV) 
against both women and children (girls especially) will escalate postflooding at both 
the community level and within temporary settlements. Other protection risks will be 
created or exacerbated by the deepening vulnerability of families following the floods. 
For instance, traditional harmful practices such as early and forced marriage could be 



used as coping mechanisms by families whose livelihoods and food security have 
been compromised. The increased burden on women to feed and care for their 
families and family separation leading to an increase in women and girl-headed
households is likely to produce a surge in domestic violence. Where possible, safe or 
respite spaces for women should also be established to promote psychosocial well-
being. (ibid, p.12)

In August 2010 IRIN News states regarding children that:

Getting through the day in squelching mud and waist-high flood water is hard 
enough for the able-bodied. For the sick, the elderly, disabled, the very young and 
expecting mothers it is a nightmare. As the death toll from Pakistan s floods rises
above 1,500, and flood waters move south, aid agencies have called for more 
assistance for vulnerable groups. (IRIN News (5 August 2010) Pakistan: Nightmare 
for the vulnerable)

The Express Tribune in August 2010 states in relation to women that:

Every hour two women are beaten in Pakistan, according to an estimate by Human
Development Foundation, a local NGO. (The Express Tribune (2 August 2010) Two
women abused every hour in Pakistan)

A paper issued by the Congressional Research Service in August 2010 states in 
respect of children that:

The U.N. reports that the nutritional status of Pakistani children under five years of
age is extremely poor. At a national level almost 40% of children under five years
are underweight; about 37% of children are affected by stunting and about 13% by 
wasting. (Congressional Research Service (3 August 2010) Security and the 
Environment in Pakistan, p.11)

A report by Amnesty International in June 2010 mentions women stating:

The Pakistani Taleban systematically imposed restrictions on women s activities,
their movement or employment outside the home. (Amnesty International (10 June
2010) As If Hell Fell On Me : The Human Rights Crisis in Northwest Pakistan, p.41) 

The Aurat Foundation in June 2010 states regarding women:

Data shows murder and honour' killing of women to be the most prevalent form of 
VAW in Pakistan. Abductions and kidnappings of women are also rampant. Rape 
and gang-rape has also registered an upward trend. Domestic violence remains a 
serious and widespread problem. (Aurat Foundation (30 June 2010) Violence
Against Women in Pakistan: A qualitative review of statistics for 2009 (Overview of 
VAW Cases in Pakistan))

The Child Rights Information Network in June 2010 commenting on children states:

Children in Pakistan continue to bear the brunt of poverty, illiteracy, poor
governance and corruption, terrorism and militancy, according to The State of 
Pakistan s Children 2009 issued this week by the Society for the Protection of the 
Rights of the Child (SPARC). (Child Rights Information Network (4 June 2010)
Pakistan: The State of Pakistan's Children 2009)



Referring to children the Daily Times in June 2010 reports that:

The state of Pakistani children in 2009 is once again a sad reminder that Pakistan is 
not doing enough for the welfare of its children, said a report launched by Society for 
the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC) here on Thursday at a local hotel. 
According to the report, every year 400,000 children under five years of age die in 
Pakistan and out of these, over 300,000 die in the first year of their lives. Similarly, 
increasing poverty is pushing more and more children towards child labour and 
state s neglect towards education reduces their chances to seek education. (Daily
Times (4 June 2010) State of Pakistani children in 2009 pathetic, says SPARC s
report)

In May 2010 a report published by the United Nations Office for Project Services
commenting on women states:

Violence against women is a serious problem across Pakistan and contributes to the 
low social indicators for women s development in the country, with Pakistan ranked
141 out of 182 on the Gender-related development index compiled by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (United Nations Office for Project
Services (18 May 2010) Tackling violence against women in Pakistan)

The Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child in March 2010 states in a 
document commenting on children referring to a report published by the United 
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child that:

The Committee remains extremely concerned at the evidence of serious
discrimination against women and girls in the State party, as attested by the acute 
gender differentials in infant mortality rates, school enrolment rates, and the 
continuous existence of early marriages and exchange of girls for debt settlement, 
domestic violence affecting women and girls, and other such situations including 
bonded labour and economic exploitation of girls. (Society for the Protection of the
Rights of the Child (2 March 2010) Pakistan: Concluding Observations UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child, p.11)

In March 2010 IRIN News comments on women stating:

According to a 22 March report by the autonomous Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP), 647 women were killed in the name of 'honour' in 2009 - up 13 
percent on the 574 killings in 2008. An `honour killing is carried out because the
`honour of men in the family is perceived to have been injured. Often, these killings 
are just a pretext for murder motivated by some other petty matter, said I.A.
Rehman, secretary-general of HRCP. HRCP also said that in 2009, there were 205 
reported cases of domestic violence compared to 137 the previous year. These 
included burnings, torture and beatings. This is basically a consequence of the low 
status of women in society, said Rehman. (IRIN News (31 March 2010) Pakistan:
On the run from a violent husband)

A report issued in March 2010 by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
considering women states:

In 2009 women in the country continued to face multiple challenges resulting from
tyrannical social norms, anachronistic traditions and failure of the government to 



introduce basic institutional reforms. (Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (22
March 2010) State of Human Rights in 2009 (Women))

The International Campaign Against Honour Killings in March 2010 states referring 
to women that:

Violence against women, particularly honour killings and thrashing, has registered a 
quick increase of over 20 per cent in Pakistan, with the Sindh province and the 
federal capital the most vulnerable. (International Campaign Against Honour Killings
(8 March 2010) 20% increase in violence against women in Pakistan)
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This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information 
currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. 
This response is not and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please read in full all documents 
referred to.
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