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(above) A Turkish soldier at the 
Iran-Turkey border in the Çaldıran 
district, eastern Turkey.  
© 2021 Sipa via AP Images 

 

(front cover) Migrants, mainly from 
Afghanistan, queue for lunch at a 
deportation center in the city of 
Van, eastern Turkey, near the 
border with Iran. August 22, 2021.  
© 2021 AP Photo/Emrah Gürel

Turkey, host to at least 3.9 million refugees, is routinely pushing many Afghans back at its land border 

with Iran or deporting them to Afghanistan with little to no examination of their claims for international 

protection. This has increased since the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan in August 2021. During the first 

eight months of 2022, Turkey reported deporting 44,768 Afghans, a 150 percent increase over the 

number of Afghans deported in the first eight months of 2021. 

Based on interviews with 68 Afghans, 38 of whom described 114 pushback incidents between January 

2021 and April 2022, “‘No One Asked Me Why I Left Afghanistan’” found that Afghans inside Turkey are 

being blocked from lodging asylum claims and that Afghans facing imminent deportation were often 

given no opportunity to make refugee claims. 

This report calls on the Turkish government to halt all pushbacks from its territory and at Turkey’s 

borders, to stop shootings at the border, and to subject any officer engaged in illegal acts, as well as 

their commanding officers, to disciplinary sanctions and, if applicable, criminal prosecution. It calls on 

Provincial Directorate of Migration Management offices to provide access to international protection 

procedures for all who request it, including single men, and to enact a vulnerability screening mechanism 

to identify and accommodate people with special needs. 
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