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Extrajudicial Killing Claims 
the Lives of 96 Civilians, 
Including 15 Children, 
11 Women, and Nine 
Victims Due to Torture, 
in Syria in May 2021

Syria Is Unsafe for Any Genuine Elections 

Tuesday 1 June 2021

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 

June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 

is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 

toll-related analyses in Syria.





I. Background and Methodology:

The documentation process to register victims killed in Syria is one of the most important roles performed by the Syr-
ian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) since March 2011. This is all the more crucial since murder is the most prevalent 

killing of civilians, with these forces being almost the sole perpetrators of killings from the aforementioned date up to 
the beginning of 2012. The regime began by using tanks and artillery, then proceeded to also use warplanes and heli-
copter gunships which have deployed barrel bombs, in addition to Scud missiles and chemical weapons.

documenting the victims killed in Syria.

This report records the death toll of victims whose deaths were documented by SNHR as taking place at the hands of the 

torture, and victims amongst media, medical and Civil Defense personnel, paying particular attention to those massacres 

or more peaceful individuals in the same incident.
The report also includes an outline of the most notable incidents during this period. Finally, we maintain the full details 
of every incident on the SNHR database.

-
rately ascribing responsibility sometimes requires more time and investigation than usual, especially in the case of 
joint attacks.

-

for the violation to one of the two parties.

A.  The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)1

• ISIS
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham2

•
• Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union Party)
• US-led Coalition forces



B.  Other parties

were killed, and also by the governorate from which they originally came. This report catalogues the death toll of vic-
tims according to the governorate in which they were killed, rather than by the governorate they originally came from.

In this report, we record only the death toll of civilians, whose deaths we were able to document during the last month. 

documented may have been killed months or even years ago, as in some cases of death due to torture; in these cases, 

the victim’s death, and the date on which we think the death occurred.
The methodology adopted by the Syrian Network for Human Rights in documenting the victims can be seen at this 
link3 .

This report draws upon the ongoing daily monitoring of news and developments by SNHR’s team, and on information 

relevant evidence and data as possible. In some cases, researchers are able to visit the incident location immediately. 
However, this is a rarity in light of the incredibly high security risks, and given the frequency of daily violation incidents. 

as we try to reach them promptly, and secondarily on the accounts of those who witnessed or photographed the viola-
tion in question, in addition to analyzing available materials from open sources such as the Internet and media outlets; 

a special form that can be completed by 
victims’ relatives with victims’ names and personal information so that the Victims Documentation Department can 
follow up on the information provided, verify its accuracy and then include it in the database.

-
curred as a violation of either international human rights law or international humanitarian law or both, but does not 
include cases of natural deaths or those which occurred because of disputes between members of society or other 
such issues.

-

before or during the attacks, and in which the perpetrators failed to issue any warnings to civilians prior to any of the 
attacks as required by international humanitarian law.

Syria have revealed maps of the places where they planted landmines. We have recorded continuing deaths due to 
landmines despite repeated appeals by the Syrian Network for Human Rights, and urgent requests for the essential in-
tervention of international teams to help uncover the locations where landmines are deployed and to put pressure on 
the controlling forces in Syria to determine their locations of deployment in order to reduce the number of casualties 
among civilians resulting from them.



This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the violations that occurred. 

II. Summary of the Most Notable Killings in May, in Which the ‘Deprived 
of Liberty and Will Elections’ Were Held:

regions of Syria, with SNHR documenting the deaths of nine victims, including four children, bringing the civilian death 
toll caused by landmines since the beginning of 2021 to 105, including 39 children; SNHR has recorded many landmine 

even while continuing with its killings and torture, the Syrian regime held its own ‘elections’ which were a complete 
sham. Given the unsafe environment and the threat to voters from the regime’s security services, what took place 
cannot be described as elections in any meaningful or legitimate sense. We have issued a report on the illegitimacy of 

transition to a democratic system is achieved, can a constitution and elections be discussed.

The following are the most notable incidents and types of killing that occurred against Syrian citizens in May:

a landmine planted by an unknown party to the north of al Rahjan village in the eastern 

documenting the 
deaths

We documented the deaths of two civilians
Muhammad al Mesleh, and the injury of eight other civilians, as a result of a huge blast of unknown type and source in 
a building near the Nadi al Furousiya IDP Camp in south of Kafrayya town in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate, 

-
ing to a civilian who was carrying out work on the vehicle at the time in the Badiya (desert area) of Shannan village, 
which is administratively a part of Theyban town in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, resulting in the 



by the Syrian Democratic Forces; the reason given for this vehicle being erroneously targeted by the Coalition was the 

control of Syrian Democratic Forces.

-
day, May 8, Syrian regime artillery forces 

Hay’at Tahrir al Sham.

whose bodies were discovered -

in Section Two of al Hawl IDP Camp, bearing signs of gunshot wounds. The camp is under the control of Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces, who are therefore responsible for providing security and protection for the detainees inside it.

In May, we documented the deaths of 37 civilians, including two children

governorate, which is controlled by Syrian regime forces.

killed, while ten other civilians were injured

III. Death Toll of Civilian Victims:

In May, 2021, SNHR documented the deaths of 96 civilians, including 15 children and 11 women (adult female), 



since the beginning of 2021 was distributed as follows:

  

of the victims who were documented killed in May being killed at the hands of other parties.



-
trolling forces as follows:

A. The main parties:
- Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias):
We documented the deaths of 12 civilians at the hands of Syrian regime forces, including two children and three women.

- ISIS:
We documented the death of one civilian at the hands of ISIS.

- Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: 
We documented the deaths of three civilians at the hands of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham.

- The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army:

- Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union Party):
We documented the deaths of 13 civilians, including two children, at the hands of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces.



- US-led Coalition forces:
We documented the death of one civilian at the hands of US-led Coalition forces.

B. Other parties:
• We documented the deaths of 65 civilians, including 11 children and eight women, at the hands of other parties, 

•
•
•
•
•
•

-

25% of the total death toll, with most of the victims in Daraa governorate killed at the hands of other parties. Deir 



IV. Death Toll of Victims Who Died Due to Torture, and Victims Amongst 
Media, Medical and Civil Defense Personnel:

A. Death toll of victims who died due to torture

  

The last four months have seen an increase in the death toll of the victims documented as dying due to torture in 
Syria, compared to January 2021, with the percentage of victims whose deaths we documented due to torture in 

total death toll of torture victims.



Syrian regime forces: Five.
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham:
Factions of the Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army:
Syrian Democratic Forces: Two.

The most notable cases are:

Muhammad Fawzat al Msallam, from al Hrak city in the suburbs of Daraa 

regime denying his detention and preventing anyone, even a lawyer, from 

indicating that he had died in detention. SNHR data from numerous sourc-

that he most probably died due to torture in one of the regime’s detention 

to his family.
Muhammad Fawzat al Msallam



-
istratively a part of al Shaddadi city in the southern suburbs of Hasaka 
governorate, born in 2000, was arrested by Syrian Democratic Forces 

forcibly disappeared, with the SDF preventing anyone, even a lawyer, from 

was informed by SDF personnel that Ghiath had died in the SDF’s Hasaka 
Central Prison in Hasaka city, with his body returned to them. SNHR data 

his arrest, indicating that he most probably died due to torture in Hasaka 
Central Prison.

B. Death toll of medical personnel
SNHR didn’t document any deaths among medical personnel in May 2021.

C. Death toll of media workers
SNHR didn’t document any deaths among media workers in May 2021.

D. Death toll of Civil Defense personnel
SNHR didn’t document any deaths among Civil Defense personnel in May 2021.

V. Record of Most Notable Massacres Documented in May:

SNHR didn’t document any massacres in May 2021.

VI. The Syrian Regime Bears Primary Responsibility for the Deaths of Syr-
ian Citizens Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic:

-
agement of the Syrian state in recent years are the primary factors behind the massive numbers of deaths from the 

its entourage and the regime elite. It should always be remembered that the Syrian regime and its Russian ally have 
repeatedly been documented as having targeted, bombed and destroyed most medical facilities in Syria, and killed 
hundreds of medical personnel, according to the SNHR’s database, with dozens of these lifesaving medics still classi-

has announced 

believe that this statistic is inaccurate and that the number of deaths is actually far higher due to the regime’s weak 
-



various government ministries, and in view of the security services’ control over any data issued by these ministries, as 
is usually the case with totalitarian regimes.

The regime’s failure to release arbitrarily detained individuals, particularly the elderly and individuals detained with 
no charges, most notably around 3,329 medical personnel, whose cases we discussed in a special detailed report, 

in Syria. The regime, which controls and manages state institutions, has completely failed to provide even the most 

ruling family in order to ensure their continued rule, even if 13 million Syrian citizens are displaced from their homes to 
achieve this, with most of those displaced unable to return home since their homes have been ransacked and subject-

VII. The Most Notable Work Carried Out by SNHR on the Extrajudicial 
Killing Issue:

death, method of killing used, type of weapon used, and perpetrator party, and to make comparisons between these 
parties. We can also distribute the death toll according to the governorate in which the incident of death occurred, 

by the people of that governorate, and enables us to accurately ascertain the highest rates of violence documented 
in the case of each violation. SNHR’s Victim Documentation Department team constantly updates its comprehensive 
database, with all the data added to the SNHR’s database being retained securely, and several backup copies being 

there is hardly a statistic recorded on our database that does not include either, due to the vulnerability of these 
groups in the community, and because they give an indication of the rate of targeting of civilians. We later added oth-

medical, relief and Civil Defense personnel.

For nearly ten years, we have issued daily death tolls of victims, as well as daily news reports on killing incidents. We 
also issue a monthly report detailing the death toll of victims, whose deaths were documented in Syria during the 
previous month, amongst civilians, as well as of those who died due to torture, in addition to issuing a biannual report 
and annual report, as well as dozens of other special reports documenting the total death toll or the death toll at 

monthly report and special and periodic 
reports documenting the massacres committed on Syrian soil.



SNHR also periodically sends a special form to the United Nations 

obtained the consent of each victim’s family members before submitting them.

It should be noted that the United Nations has relied on the Syrian Network for Human Rights for all the statistics it has 

has also partnered with numerous United Nations bodies, in addition to governments of states, to provide them with 
statistics from our databases, in order to serve the path of justice, and ultimately to ensure the accountability and 

agencies and many international human rights organizations.

VIII. Conclusions and Recommendations:

Conclusions:
• The evidence we collected indicates that some of the attacks documented in this report were deliberately direct-

ed against civilians and civilian objects. These attacks along with indiscriminate bombardment have resulted in 
the destruction of facilities and buildings. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the war crime of attacking 
civilians has been committed in many cases.

•

the lives of civilians, and children in particular.
•

• -
tion between civilian and military objectives, and the principles of precautions and proportionality in attacks. 
Civilian and military commanders bear criminal responsibility according to the principle of command responsibil-
ity. The controlling forces also bear the responsibility to protect civilians in the areas under their control, to open 

• The controlling forces bear the responsibility to determine the identity of the perpetrators of the killings of all the 
civilians whose bodies have been found, and to open investigations into all the incidents included in the report.

• It is impossible to hold free or fair elections under the absolute control of the security services working for a 

environment must have been achieved.

Recommendations:
UN Security Council
• The Security Council must take additional steps following its adoption of Resolution 2254, which clearly states that 

• The Syrian case should be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who are responsible should be 

veto power should be withheld when crimes against humanity and war crimes are committed.



• The Security Council should ensure peace and security and implement the principle of responsibility to protect 
civilians’ lives and to save the Syrian people’s heritage and historical artefacts from destruction, looting and van-
dalism.

•

camps, and follow-up with those States that have pledged voluntary contributions.
•

-
sures, mainly on the Syrian regime and its allies, because it will not give up power voluntarily.

International Community
•

be taken at the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people by protecting them 

jurisdiction should be enacted in local courts regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those 
who were involved.

• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ doctrine in dozens of 
studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) 

taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, while the norm of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ 

do so, the Security Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.
• Renew pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International Criminal Court.
•

and the Human Rights Council and to activate the principle of universal jurisdiction.
• Work to launch projects to create maps revealing the locations of landmines and cluster munitions in all Syrian 

governorates. This would facilitate the process of clearing them and educating the population about their 
locations.

• Pressure the Syrian regime and its allies to compensate the displaced victims, to repair homes and vital facili-
ties, support the political transition process, and put pressure on all the parties obliging them to implement the 

have a safe and stable return to their homes.

OHCHR
•

incidents mentioned in this report and previous reports since these attacks were perpetrated by the parties to 

• Work on preparing a special report on the use of landmines in Syria and the risks they pose to civilians, and 
identify the most prominent locations where landmines were planted.



Independent International Commission of Inquiry (COI)
• Launch investigations into the cases included in this report and previous reports. SNHR is willing to cooperate and 

provide further evidence and data.
•

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM)
• Collect further evidence about the crimes documented in this report.

The United Nations Special Envoy to Syria
• Condemn the perpetrators of crimes and massacres, and those who were primarily responsible for dooming the 

de-escalation agreements.
• Revive the peace process so that it can resume its natural course despite Russia’s attempts to divert and distort it, 

empowering the Constitutional Committee prior to the establishment of a transitional governing body.

The Syrian regime
• Stop indiscriminate shelling and targeting of residential areas, hospitals, schools and markets.
• End the acts of torture that have caused the deaths of thousands of Syrian citizens in detention centers.
• Ensure compliance with UN Security Council resolutions and customary humanitarian law.
• Provide detailed maps of the locations where the regime planted landmines, especially in civilian areas or near 

residential communities.

The Russian regime
• Completely cease the bombing of hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect customary interna-

tional law.
•

apply pressure on the Syrian regime in order to end all indiscriminate attacks and allow the unconditional passage 
of humanitarian aid to besieged areas.

• Provide detailed maps of sites where Russian forces have launched cluster munition attacks, issue these to the 

The Coalition (Us-led coalition and Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states of the US-led coalition must unequivocally and sincerely acknowledge that some of their bombing op-

erations have resulted in the deaths of innocent civilians. Rather than attempting denial, these states should take 
speedy steps to launch serious investigations, and immediately compensate and apologize to the victims and all 

• The states supporting the SDF should cease all forms of support until the SDF commits itself to complying with 
the rules of international human rights law and international humanitarian law. This is primarily the responsibility 
of the supporting states. Providing the SDF with weapons and support while knowing that the SDF is engaged in 
violating the rules of international humanitarian law can be seen as a contribution to these violations.

• The SDF should form a special committee to investigate incidents of violations committed by SDF forces, disclose 

• Provide detailed maps of the locations where the SDF planted landmines, especially civilian sites or near residen-
tial communities.



The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army
• Ensure the protection of civilians in all areas under their control. These forces should also take care to distinguish 

between civilians and military targets and cease any indiscriminate attacks.
• Take punitive action against those who commit violations of international human rights law and international 

humanitarian law.
•

especially civilian sites or near residential communities.

Humanitarian organizations
• Develop urgent operational plans to secure decent shelter for internally displaced persons.
•
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