Armenia

b«mvdm (1) Side 1 at

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
v S Dparinn| S 8 PSR | T & Lbiog pond
m;mlwrmshmummahwhulm

Business Cemtar | Other Sarvicas | Employment

[Print Friendly Version]

Armenia

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices - 2001

Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
March 4, 2002

Armenia has a Constitution that provides for the separation of powers; however, the directly
elected President has extensive powers of appointment and decree that are not balanced by the legisiature or
an independent ]M%Preswem appoints the Prime Minister, who Is in charge of the Cabinet. Robert
Kocharian was elected ident in a multi-candidate etection in 1988 after former 3r?asidem Levon Ter-
Petrossian was forced 1o resign by his former political allies in the Government and Partiament. There were
flaws and substantial arities in both rounds of the 1998 presidential elections. Although marred by
iregutarities, the May 1 riamentary elections and several 2000 by-elections, continued
i over e!ecggns and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) observers
O cr:“ggonzed the former as a relevant step toward compliance with OSCE commilments, but staled that they still
to meet Intemational standards. The majod%lg Parliament is made up of a coalition called Unity, which
includes the two parties which gained the most voles in the May 1999 Padiamentary elections: The Republican
Party and the Peoples’ Party, however, due to political differences between the Republican Party and
Peaople's Party, the Unity coalition during the year largely ceased to function. The legislature approves new
taws, confirms the Prime Minister's program, and can remove the Prime Minister by a vote of no confidence.
Both the Gavemment and the legislature can propose legisiation. The Constitution provides for an independent
judiciary; however, in practice, judges are subject to pressure from the executive branch and some are corrupl.

The Ministries of Internal Affairs and of National Security, jointly are responsible for domestic security,
intefligence activities, border controls, and the national police force. Members of the security forces committed
human rights abuses.

According to unofficial statistics the country has a total population of approxim;t:y 2 million ns (official
estimates dating back 10 years were 3.4 million). The transition from a centralized, controlled economy o a
market economy continued to move forward, although the industrial sector did not function at peak capacity
and its output remained low. Unemployment remained high, and there is a high degree of income inequality,

but reliable figures were nol available; u ment was approximately 10 percent to the
Govermnment; however, other Sources es the unemploymenlt rate to be approximately 40 percent.
Women account for approximately 60 percent of the unemployed. A significant amount of economic acﬂvl%
unofficially estimales n 40 and 60 t, is not captured bg government accounting or taxation. The
par capita domestic product (GDP) increased approximately 9 percent, to approximately $550 (308,000

drams). Inflation was 2.9 percent for the year. Most small and medium-sized enterprises have been privalized,
as has most agricultural land. In August 2000, Parliament passed a bill establishing & strict and transparent
@ system for bidding on privatization of the electrical distribution network; however, all governmant efforts to
rivatize distribution networks failed due to a lack of qualified bidders. Emigration remained a searious problem.
oreign assistance and remittances from Armenians abroad play a major role in sustaining the economy; the
Central Bank estimated that remiltances from abroad were approximately $300 million (108 hiflion drams).

The Govemment's human rights record remained r- however, there were improvements in a few areas,
Substantial intervention by local power structures in the election process continued to restrict citizens’ ability to
change their Government peacefully. There were no confirmed reports of political killings by the Govemment
ar its agents; however, thers were Jeaths in police custody and deaths in the military as a result of
mistreatment. Members of the sewﬁ%fgtws routinely beat detainees during arrest and inlerrogation. Arbitrary
arrest and detention was a problem, Govemment rarely investigated abuses by members of the security
forces and impunity remained a problem. Prison conditions remained harsh and life threatening, although there
were some improvements. Lengthy pretrial detention was a problem. in June Parliament approved a proposal
inifiated by the President to declare an amnesty which resulted in the release of nearly 1,250 prisoners serving
sentences of up to 5 years or kept in detention pending trial; approximately 310 additional prisoners had their
prison terms curtailed. The judiciary is subject to political pressure and does not enforce constitutional
protections effectively. Authorities did not respect constitutional protections regarding privacy and due process.

There are some limits on press freedom, and many joumnalists practiced self-censorship. There were some
fimits on freedom of assaciation. The law places some restrictions on religious freedom, including a prohibition
against proselytizing by religions other than the Armenian Apostolic Church. The Government continued to

registration to Je 's Wilnesses and 13 members of Jehovah's Witnesses were in corrective labor
facilities for refusing military service, while 4 more Jehovah's Wilnesses were awaiting trial. During the year, 40
Jehovah's Wilnesses were released from jail by the June amnesty. The Govemment places some restrictions
. on freedom of movement. There was some violence against women, and govemmental and societal

discrimination against women, the disabled, and refigious and ethnic minarities remained problems. There

were a numbar of street children. There are some limits on workers' rights. Trafficking in women and girls was
a problem.
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RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS .
Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From:
a. Arbitrary or Uniawful Deprdvation of Life

There were no confirmed reports of political killings by the Govemment or its agents; howaver, there were
deaths in police custody and deaths in the military as a result of mistreatment.

On September 25, a Georgian citizen of Armenian origin and a Dashnak leader, Poghos Poghosian, was found
dead in a Yerevan cafe. According to some witnesses, one of President Kocharian's body'guards beat
Poghosian 1o death after he made an insulting remark to the President. On the next day, t Kocharian
suspended Ha n Agtruiamallan and saveral other uards until an investigation could be carried out by

. On November 27, the Procurator General's office announced that one of Kocharian's
bodyguards would be tried for involuntary manstaughter, a crime that camies a penalty of 3-years in prison. On
Dec;gbe{ mte Pmromnator General Aram Tamazian, acknowledged that the corpse and injures were
consisten orture.

There were 27 deaﬁ\sinwstodyduriﬁ the year; 18 persons died in prison, while 8 deaths occumred ina
group of persons who had finished their sentences but were on probation. There were a number of deaths in
prison due to disease (see Section 1.c.).

There were approximaltely 92 deaths of servicemen y due to mistreatment and training related .
accidents (see Section 1.¢.). In Au es detained and brought ch against two servicemen, the
commander of the Stepanavan military unit, 3 sergeant, and a private, for mmeaﬂcideofa}unlqr

sergeant of the Stepanavan military unit, Mkrtich hosian in July. According to the Procurator General's

office, 513 criminal cases involving 669 servicemen were investigated during the year. Some of the crimes

committed included desertion, hanzqng and abuse of powar and embezziement.

On May 20, the master sergeant of a mifitary unit in Noyemberian, Suren Levon Abrahamian, was killed on
duty near the village of Voskehat. A legal case against a feflow soldier was instituted under Article 100 of the
Criminal Code for "premeditated murder,” and was being invesfigated by the military garrison of the province of
Gugark at year's end. On December 29, the case was sent to courl.

In January 2000, the trial began of former Minister of interior and Mayor of Yerevan Vano Siradeghian and 11
other defendants in Yerevan. All 11 defendants were former employees of the Department of Internal Troops of
the Interior Ministry, including former Minister of Interior and ex-Commander of Intemal Troops Vahan
Harutyunian. According to the indictment, Siradeghian and the 11 others were charged with 10 counts of
murdér and plotting to commit murder of various govemment officials. In ‘l'\gll 2000, Siradeghian disappeared
and Is believed to have fied the country. In April 2000, the National Assembly had voted to strip Siradeghian, a
National Assembly de'ggty. of his parfiamentary immunity. On November 19, the Parfiament voted lo stnp
Siradeghian of his parliamentary seat. In August 2000, the court found all 11 defendants guilty of murder,
alte murder, abuse of power and compl in murder on all counts mentioned in the indictmenl. The
ison terms for six of the accused ranged from 6 to 15 years, while five subsequently were released under the
erms of two amnesties.

Anothar court case prossculed in 2000, eated o Siradeghian,involved the il of 3 graup of nine persons led .
’bx Armen Ter-Sahakian, a npollca officer and the former Deputy Commander of Intemal Troops of the Interior
inistry. In July 2000, the first instance court of Nork-Marash district of Yerevan found all nine members {of
what the indictment described as a8 "death squad” set up by Siradeghian) guilty of the assassinalions of
Hovannes Sukiassian, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the city of Ashtarak and Head of the Armenian
Railroad Hambartsum Ghandilian, murder attempts, intimidation, and racketeering. Gang leader Armen Ter-
Sahakian and defendant Alik Grigonan received the death sentence; the prison tarms for the seven other
defendants varied from 4 to 11 years. In January the verdict was upheld by a high court in Yerevan,

Cease-fire violations by both sides in the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict occasionally resulled in deaths and
injuries o civilians.

During the year, there were a few deaths as a result of landmines, although reliable statistics are difficult to

obtain, Landmines were used by all sides throughout the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict and landmines have been

taid on the 900-kilometer border line and territories along the contact line. During 2000 1 person was killed and

l1a 2“d wo«i:nded According to the Procurator General's office there were 2 deaths in the military as a result of
mines.

—

On February 27, unknown persons shot and killed Arthur Mnatsakanian, Deputy Chief of Public Affairs of the
Customs Department, in his car. The case was suspended during the year pending new information.

On Septamber 11, a de explosion killed Gagik Poghosian, advisor to the Prime Minister and ex-Minister
of State Revenues, The case was under investigation by the Procurator General's office at year's end,

In October 1939, five terorists opened fire on a sessicn of Parfiament with automatic weape.as. They kifled the
Prime Minister, the Speaker of Pariament, the two Depuly Speakers, the Minister for Special Projects, and
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three deputies, and wounded the Minister of Privatization and four other deputies, some cdﬁeall{ﬁooputy
Procurator General J irian (who is also the Military Prosecutor) was placed in of the investigation of
the shootings. By the end of 1999, 19 persons, a National Assembly deputy (who was stripped of his
Immunllybx:voteofma!body.ﬂ\emm-presid_ ential of staff and advisor, and the deputy chief of state
telavision, had been imprisoned. The investigation was crilicized by a for the accused, by the media,
and by representatives of human rphtsotganlmﬁonsforallegedhuman rights abuses, including physical and
mental coarcion of the detainees. For example, chief defendant Nairi Hunanian claimed he was threatened and
tortured in jail by Military Prosecutor Jhangirian and other investigators, who forced him to testify against
presidential sor Alexan Harutyunian, MP Mushegh Movsisian, mmﬁsts Haruin.‘m Harutyunian and
Nairi Badalian, in the process of trying lo fabricate a case against P L Kocharian. In June 2000,
Hunanian filed a motion demanding ‘distmssalothan%!gan and the investigator's team on the grounds of
allegedtoch;reandpressum.Aﬁerabneflnvesﬁgaﬂonof claims, the motion was denied by the Prosecutor
General's office. Gagik Jh , the Military Prosecutor investigating the case, repeatedly re calls for
the creation of a special Parilamenta jn&aﬁontoenmanﬂaﬂhlmem on. In 2000 four of the
accused, including the presidential advisor, the Parliamentarian, the deputy of state television, were
released, and charges against them . The Military Prosecutor that the evidence was
insufficient to hold the accused. One detaines was released on ball for heaith reasons, and another
ggsoner was found dead in his cell in September 2000. According to the testimonies by the gunmen both

e and after they surendered to security forces and during the investigation, their motives for the killings
appeared to be both political and personal.

In February court heoamdbegan for the 13 accused defendants in the October 1899 killings. In May an ad
hoc pariiamentary ¢ on consisting of 12 members was established to monitor the court hearings and
visitmedefnndamslnﬁil.lnFebruaryﬂwhatsofheﬂaowsed . In June six defendants were
releasad by amnesty: n Gasparian and Avelik Minasian, two policemen, were charged with negligence;
Misak Mkriian, Sashik Khlechian, and Sargis Yetimian, charged with illegal possession of arms; and Armen
Harutyunian, charged with failure to inform authorities about the terorist plot.

b. Disappearance
There were no reports of politically motivated disappearancas.
——— -

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) reported thal civilian and military persannel on all sides
of the Nagarno-Karabakh conflict continued occasionally to engage in crossborder hostage-taiun? sometimes
to win release of a friend or relative held on the other side but more often for ransom. The ICRC, in
coardination with the OSCE, has facilitated a number of prisoner exchanges. s

. Torture and Other Crugl, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The Constitution and laws prohibit torture; however, securily'parsonnel routinely beat pretrial detainees during
arrest and interrogation, and prosaculors rely on such confessions to secure convictions (see Section 1.e.).

Most cases of police brutality go unreported because of fear of police retribution. During the year, a few cases
of police brutality were mrorteg afleﬁ’
rom

he intervention of local human rights groups. The Helsinki Association
received two complaints tizens about beatings at the police precincts in the village of Kasakh and in the
Korhrdain communily in Yerevan. Both petitioners d to file a motion to the Procurator General's office;
however, one of them later refused to proceed with his case. | ity remained a problem. During 2000 there
were approximately 9 cases of death in cuslody caused b& begm;‘s and other abuse; howaver, there no
tiep‘;“s available on the number of deaths caused by bea and other abuse at year's end (see Section
a.).

During the year, ex-defendants and attorneys for the defendants of the October 199 killings in the Parliament
claimed in the media thal they were being held in inhuman conditions and were beaten dugng intarrogations, A
number of those amrested alleged the?' were misireated, including being drugged, beaten, and denied sleep for
axtended periods of time while in @&e rial detention. During the year, representatives of the President’s
Commission on Human Rights, after several attempts, were able to see the detainees and were told by the
men that they had been coerced physically and mentally to confess, The Commission reported no obvious
avidence of physical abuse. However, a pariiamentary commission was allowed lo see imprisoned Deputy
Mushegh Movsesian in December 1899, and confirmed that he showead sg::f physical abuse. Four
detainees released in 2000 also fold media representatives that they had i ted; former presidential
Chief of Staff Alexan Harutyunian stated thal as part of his release agreements, he had promised not to talk to
the media about the details of his case. On December 26, at a session of an ad hoc pariiamentary commission
set up to monitor the investigation and court hearings of the October 27 case, Haryutyunian confirmed that
during the investigation he had been bealen severely b%three military proseculors. According te his report,
Haryutyunian also stated that he was given psychotropic substances and that his family was threatenad.

The Govemment has nol investigated allegations of abuse by security services @ in rare cases under
pressure from human rights groups and only where death had resulted. On July 12, the Human Rights
Commission held :X_en eanngs on more than 50 complaints of torture by the Military Prosecutor’s office. Most
complaints involved inhuman treatment, torture, and beatings of service men at the so-called jon and
depl t stations (detention facilities of the military police). The next week, the Commission heid another
round of haarings ar with the Mil ProsewtorGag&JhangmanandChiefoﬂheMllltar}/Pdioe
Viadimir Gaspanan. Both irian and denied the claims of torture. Subsequently family
members of those killed a protest outside of the office, demanding Jhangirian's resignation. As a result,
during the period of the investigation the Commission raquested that the Prosacutar's office begin an
investigation into the complaints and suspend Jhangirian. By year's end, the case remained under
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investigation and Jhangiran had not been suspended.

During the af.mewﬁnlsuydnefensedtedtmnsof'mﬁmalsec:g'mm to provide local NGO's ‘
xlz%bal]am ils on some cases, citing the fact that the country remained technically in a state of war with
n.

Homosexuals complained that police physically and menta abused them and demanded bribes; such abusa
reportedly increased when homossxudsweremab!etopaly police.

ThenmnbetotdeahsofcmscdptsﬁmnuahhgaccldemsandphysioalabusedecreasedinZOOOawording
lomlemmenlﬁgures.AworuhgtomoDefethwstersstawmt,10pewenlfewerdeamswere

in smrydurlngmeﬁrswmnmsoflheyearmmparedwlmwmpedodofzooo:howevef.mg;'cenl
of military commanders were dismissed dunng the year due to numerous violations in their units. The hazing
and beating of conscripts was severe for Yezidi conscripts (see Section 5). Persons accused of

homosexuality in the military generally are befieved to suffer beatings and mm&mﬁc&w abused and

beaten more severely orlrequenﬂ'{athan other recruits. During the yealr_:’ramnls or injured in
the army or prosecuted by the Mil ry Prosecutor’s office staged saveral rallies in front of the presidential
office and petitioned both the President and the Human Righls commission.

Yezidis complained thal palice routi failed to respond to crimes committed against Yezidis (see Section 5).
In April 2000, ?ollce reportedly did not to prevent harassment and abuse of members of Jehovah's
Witnesses by local hoodlums (see Section 5.).

There were reports that corruption by Government officials facilitated trafficking in persons (see Section 6.1.).

Pristn conditions were Spartan and medical treatment was inadequate; however, according to domestic .
human rights organizations, conditions continued to improve. Some facilities were less avercrowded, food was
better prepared, a special luberculosis institution was built, although not operational at year's end, and
prisoners’ rights were codified in writing and displayed throughout the prisons, On Octaber 1, responsibiiity for
prisons was transferred from the Minisiry of Intemal Affairs to the Ministry of Justice. Navertheless, physical
abuse by guards and other prisoners continued to be a . During the year, 27 prisoners died in custody
(18 died in prison, while 9 deaths occurred in a of persons who were on probation.). On October 2000,
the President’s Commission on Human Rights visited the main prison in Gyumri, and reported that it found
conditions there to be "shacking,” and that the prison was filthy, cold, and in poor r. Officials reportedly
were indifferent (o the welfare of the prisoners. The Commission reported that nts mailed to them by
rdsoners were lnnemtad and given instead to the prison's warden, Since this visit, the Commission has been
nstrumental in improving the conditions in this facility. For example, inmates are able to receive toiletries from
family members and are allowed to engage in activities and he , such as sewing and writing.

A June amnesty resulted in the release of nearty 1,250 prisoners serving sentences of up to 5 years or keptin
pretrial detention: 940 were released while the remaining 310 had their sentences curiailed. Out of 940
prisoners released, 14 were female and 18 were minors. By year's end, 4,112 prisoners (including 117 female
and 36 minors) remained In prison and 1,675 persons remained in pretrial detention facilities.

Men and women are housed separately, atéiciuveniles are housed separately from adults. Convicted criminals
and pretrial detainees are kapt in different faciiities.

The Govemment permits domestic human rights NGO's o visit prisons; howaver, they do not have access 10
pretial detention facliies. Domestic NGO's complainod of compiicated and time-consuming procedures i ‘
arder to obtain its for visits; however, permission for visits by international monitors, as those from

the Council of urotge were granted more easily. During the year, several domestic NGO's manitored prison
conditions. During the year, the ICRC had free access to detention facilities run by the Ministry of Interior. In

these facilities, the ICRC was able to visit an ner in whom it had an interest, whether housed in prisons

or In local police stations. The ICRC also and regular access to the remaining prisoners of war

(POW's) from the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict in the prison of the Ministry of National ecurity, in military police
stations, and in Nagorno-Karabakh (see Section 1.d.).

d. Arbitrary Arrest, Detention or Exile

Arbitrary arrest and detention was a problem. Authorities continued to amest and detain criminal suspects

withdut legal warrants, ofien on the pretext thal they were malerial witnesses. An amendment to the Criminal

Code reduces the le of time the polica have the right to detain suspects without official charges from 96 to

72 hours. The police tly imprisoned detainees without notifying their family members. Often several

days passed before family members obtained information about an arrest and the person’s location. Security

mss often restricted access of fawyers and family members to prisoners until the preliminary investigation
was complete, a process that can last weeks (see Section 1.2.).

Although the Criminal Procedure Code has entered into force, the Criminal Code remained under
consideration in Parliament (see Section 1.e.). A suspect may be detained for no more than 12 months

ing trial, after which the suspect must be released or tried; however, this latter is not always
enforced in practice and lengthy prelrial detention remained a problem. A number peetrial detainees were
released from prison as part of a June amnesty (see Section 1.c.). .

At year's end, 13 members of Jehovah's Witnesses remained in detention for refusal to serve in the military
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services; 6 were released on parole after serving panolﬂnlfsenlum.aaddﬁomlnwmbemmawalﬁng
Mas.m%mmmmamw:‘a%msmnz.a)mmmmwtm

reopen prosecutions 27 members of convicted on the same charge, including 14
released by the amnesty.

UnlikeInmepmviousyaaf.memmmmpoﬂsofamwdfomesmaummnmpetsonstooompeithe
surrender of relatives who evaded the draft or deserted (see Section 1.1.).

During the year, a total of eight prisoners of war (POW's),~seven Azerbaijanis (two military official and five
civilians) and one Armenian (military official}-were released. At least four others (three Azerbaijani military
officials and one Armenian military official) were repatriated during direct exchanges by both .

in 2000 a local human rights group made unsubstantiated allegations {hat there were cases In which security
authorities used confinement in mental institutions as an altemative form of detention. During the year, the

same human rights group stated that they had received complaints from homasexuals claiming that they had
been threatened by police with forced psychiatric examinations.

During the year, the Govemment allowed ICRC representatives and a pariiamentary investigating commitiee to
visit those detained in connection with the October 1999 shootings. The detainees also were rmitted contact
with lawyers, al hmakauomeysmmpldnednwtmekmmammhwﬁdemwmsgeldedﬁeﬂm
gg: local human rights monitoring group 1o visit detainees to investigate allegations of physical and mental

se were denied (see Section 1.c.). Some of the detainees reportedly were not allowed visits by family
members,

The Constitution does not address forced exile, but there were no reports that the Govemment employed it.
. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The Constitution provides for an independent judiciary; however, the Constitution’s provisions do not insulate
the courts fully from political pressure, and in practice, courts are subjecl to pressure from the executive and
legisiative branches and some judges are cormupt. Legal and constitutional provisions make judges and
prosecutors dependant on the executive branch for their employment. The system, inherited from the §oviel
system, views the court largely as a rubber stamp for the prosecutor and not as a defendar of citizens' rights.

The Constitution mandates a three-level court system: The highest court is the Court of Cassation. There are
two lower-level courts, the Agg:llate Court and courts of the first instance, First instance courts try most cases,
with a right of appeal to the rtoprpeals.andﬂxentotheCoMotCamaﬁon.TheConstituﬁmalCouﬂ
rules on the ty of legislation with the Constitution, approves international agreements, and decides
election-related legal questions. It can accept only cases proposed by the President, by two-thirds of all
Erg:memamedapuﬁes, or election-related cases brought by candidates for Parliament or the presidancy.

use of these limitations, the Constitutional Court cannot ensure effective compliance with constitutional
human rights safeqguards.

Prosecutors continued to greatly overshadow defense lawyers and judges during trials. Under the Constitution,
the Council of Justice, headed by the President, the Procurator General, and the Justice Minister, momls and
disciplines judges for the tribu courts of first instance, review courts, and the Court of Appeals.

President appoints the other 14 members of the Justice Council and 4 of the 9 Constitutional Court judges.
This authornity gives the President dominant influence in appointing and dismissing judges at all levels.

The selection of judges is often based on scores on a mulliple-choice lest to determine potential judges’ fitness
under the system, and on their interviews with the Minister of Justice. The list of nominations is then approved
by the Council of Justice and, finally, by the President. Approximately 55 percent of the appointed judges in
1999 had been judges under the old structure.

Based on the results of this four-s!ag; selection, 123 judges were appointed to the courts in Janua 1949,
Judges are subject to review by the President, thro the Council of Justice, after 3 years: unless they are
found quiity of malfeasance, they are tenured until they reach the age of 85.

members and appointed new members to the commission. During the year, the constitutional amendments
drafted by the commission and approved by the President, were presented for Parfiament's consideration;
howevar, Parliament had not acted on them by year's end,

The military legal system operates essentially as it did during the Soviet era. There is no military court system;
trials involving military personnel take place in the civil court system and are handied by military prosecutors.
Mﬂita?vglusewlors perform the same functions as their civilian counterparts, and operate in accordance with
the Soviet-era Criminal Code. In November 1989, the Military Prosecutor was named Deputy Procurator
General, and placed in charge of the investigation into the October 1899 shootings in Parliament.

The Criminal Procedure Code does not allow detainees lo file a complaint in court priof to trial to redress
ahuses committed by the Prosecutor’s Office, the police, or other security forces during criminal investigations.
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Witnesses have no right to legal counssl during questioning while in police failure to
M&isadﬂnﬂégMMMommﬁ'gmmmmwm Office to
obtain a forensic medical examinaticn to substantiate a report of torture. Although defense lawyers may .
anhchmms?'be lnvaggmed ;udlgesand n;mmw mmand. laints nglowl:en& at?e

mu . rosecutors ignored even t
perpetrator can be identified. 5 4

Nlmlsarepubllcexoeptvd\engovemmmmatm.Defandan&ammqumdtnattmdmeirmals
mlessmgyhayebeenaccusedofanﬂnoraﬁmnotpudd\abhbyhmﬂwnmmDelendantshaveawesslo
a lawyer of their own choosing. The court a nis an attormey for any indigent defendants who need ane.

Howaever, during the year, the local Helsin i conducted a survey of the courts together with the

Intemational Helsinki Federation, the Intemational Union of Armenian Lawyers, and the Moscow Helsinki

Group.Aooocdin%.tglhekreput.wmtolsommmmmeymndpmvmedwmtdefense
attomeys during the preliminary investigation. Reportedly individuals choose to defend themselves in court

because they have littie respect for a defense attorney’s professional skills and ethics.

Defendants may confront witnesses and present evidence, The Constitution provides thet those accused of
crimes shall be informed of charges against them; however, the constitutionally mandated mption of
innocence is not observed in practice, and acquittals are rare once a case comes (o trial. ants and
prosecutors have the right to appeal; however, figures released by the Association of Armenian Judges
showed that in 2000, three out of four appeals were tumed down by higher courts. During 2000 only 563 of
2,268 court nulings were overruled or annulled.

lt:lOclofggr 2000, after a? mm inial, Former Edcéwﬁon mw Bleymmmtenced to 8 years in
prison for embezziement o e property. aimed charges m were political
motivated. Bleyan's lawyers charged tha'?hls t had been abused physlex while in detention and kept in
especially harsh conditions in an aﬂarrvlrl to force a confession. In May a decision by @ Yeravan court of
appeals d the October 2000 conviction of Bleyan for corruption and embezzlement, but reduced his
original n sentence to 5 years. The ruhn? also dismissed several punitive measures of Bleyan's inilial
senlence, Including the confiscation of hatf of all his property and assets and a fine. In June Bleyan was
released from jail by a presidential amnesty after serving one-third of his prison term.

There were no reports of political prisoners.
1. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or Correspondence

The Constitution prohibits unauthorized searches and provides for citizens’ rights to privacy and confidentiality
of ondence, conversations, and other messages; however, the Govemment did not a respect
mgrgts in practice. The security ministries must petition a judge for permission to wi a telephone or
intercept corespondence. The judq‘g acting alone must find a competiing need for a wiretap before granting
the agency permission to proceed. There were no reports of illegal wiretapping during the year.

The law requires that s forces obtain a search warmrant from a judge before conducting a search.
Security forces were re warrants because of lack of evidence in several cases; however, in ice there
were charges that searches continued 1o be made without warrants, both in connection with the October 1989
killings in Parfiament and the 2000 arrest of Arkady Vardanyan (see Section 2.b.). The Constitution provides
that the judiciary must exclude evidence obtained without a warrant, and the judiciary does so in practice.

There continued to be violations of the right to privacy during army con on drives. Unlike in the S .
year, there were no reports that armed forces recruiters delained persons compel the surrender of ralatives

who evaded the draft or deserted. There were credible reports of improper, forced conscription of ethnic

Armenian refugees from Azerbaal]an. who by law are exempt from military service. The parents of such

refugees are reluciant to complain because they fear reprisais against their sons. Sweep operations for draft-

age men no longer occurred, although police at limes maintained surveillance of draft age men lo prevent

them from fleaing the country.

Seclion 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The Constitution provides for freedom of speech and the press; however, while the Govemment generally
respects freedom of . there are some limits on freedom of the press, and journalists continued to
practice self-censorship, There is no official censorship, publications present a variety of views, and the
opposition press regularly criticizes govemment policies and leaders, including the President, on sensitive
issues such as the omo-Karabakh peace process and privatization. However, o avoid repetition of the
retribution experienced in the past from powerful officials and other individuals, most joumnalists continued to
praclice self-censorship, particularty when reporting on major cases of coruption or national security issues.

Journalists remain cautious in their reporting, especially about proceedings in the courtroom, and the range of
subjects the Govemment considers sensitive for national security reasons is large. Some members of the

prass have access to ammy facilities and places of detention. Even in cases where thay do have such access,
permission for media visits is a prolonged and cumbersome bureaucratic process. .

Newspapers are privately owned with the exception of Hayastani Hanrapetutyun (a joint venture between
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mmmwmmmmwwd@soum.mdmammpbwymmmm age from
economic or cal interest groups or individuais, Because g:vallr&eoononic conditions,
nwsggpor rculation is smeﬁ (25,000 copies, by the Yerevan Press Club's estimates, or approximately 1 copy
per 1 persons).Theﬁawimtaﬁonalnewspapetsar\d magazines are nol censored.

Stale institutions that previously axerted control over the media have lost most of their functions, ADe‘paﬂment
of information, which existed as a separate for several years, had bacome part of the Ministry of Culture
by s end; however, it had no clear purpose allocating small government subsidies to newspapers
and occasionally interceding with the state-owned newspaper distribution agency to forward a share of its
receipts to the newspapers.

Because there are a limiled number of newspapers in print, television is the most widely accessible medium.
The President's office continued to influence state television news coverage significantly. The most widely
available of the two state-owned television channels, Public TV of Armenia, takes policy guidance from the
Government. It presents mostly factual reporting but avoids editorial commentary or criti of official actions.
In Yerevan and m r:alg(nal media markels, private television stations offer independent news coverage of
good technical ity. of the mare then 20 radio stations are private and independent. There are no
restrictions on reception of sateliite television and other foreign media, and they are not censored. Thereis
forelgn language programming,

InMaysewﬂtyofﬁcemhtom&ptedanlMeMewwﬂhanoppoddon politician aired by Service TV, an
independent cable television station in Ashtarak, and ordered the program to stop. Vilen Botsinian, the station
director, refused and a faw minutes later the power was cul off in the city block where the station was located.
On August 28, the television station aired a live interview with another opposition politician, and a few days
later the station was closed by the Argatsotn govemor’s decree.

Since September, the independent television station Noyan Tapan has suspended broadcasting due to an
unresalved dispute over contract terms with its partner and broadcast license holder. Some opposition
members of the National Assembly described this as "political and financial pressure from the govemnment’
and called for an end to the Information war on the part of government authorities. Noyan Topan filed a civil
suit against the license holder, which had not taken place at year's end.

Opposition parties and politicians receive adequate news coverage and access (o broadcast media. During the
1899 parllamentary elections the coverage of political parties on state television and other media gmerallg'e
was balanced and largely neutral. Single-mandate candidates were not entitled to free programming, but there
were no restrictions on paid time.

The process of license issuances for broadcast media is arbitrary and nontransparent.

In October 2000, Parfiament passed a draft law on television and radio, which ater was ed by the
President but with reservations regarding the constitutionality of 7 articles of the law. The President afpealod
to the Constitutional Court and in January the Court ruled that § out of 7 articles were unconstitutional and
must be suspended. These articles would have expanded the Parfiament's control of public television and
radio by the establishment of a National Board, to monitor television and radio companies. The law was
criticized strongly by journalists and independent media experts for limiting freedom of speech. On January 12,
in a display of protest, most private television stations suspended their prime-time broadcastin: for 45 minutes.
During the year, the Pariamentary Standing Committes on Science, Education, Culture, and Youth Affairs
worked together with the Yerevan Press Club and the international NGO Intemews to bring the law into
compliance with the Constitution. At year's end, amendments had been passed by the Parli t and signed
by the President. While the draft aw an television and radio meels many previously expressed demands by
media and human rights s regarding freedom of the media, it still contains loopholes that could be used
to impose greater control on the media by govemment bodies.

intemet access Is not restricted.

The Govamment does not fully respect academic freedom. There are more than 80 private institutions of
hlngr:er education, The curriculum committee of the Ministry of Education must approve the curriculum of ail
Is thal grant degrees recognized by the State, seriously limiting the freedom of individual schools and
teachers in their chaice of textbooks and course material. Acco to the Ministry, only 15 schools have
applied for such licensing, which gives private institutions equal s with state-run higher institutions.

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association

The Constitution provides for freedom of assembly, and the Govemment generally respects this right in
practice. Permits are required for demonstrations and marches; however, they are granted routinely.

On September 7, more than a dozen securily officers summoned Petros Makeyan, a participant in an
unsanctioned protest raily against the introduction of per-minute phone payments, and the chairman of the
"Demacratic Motheriand” Party, to their office to clear up certain questions. Makeyan refused to go and asked
for a warrant; the verbal argument quickly turned inlo 2 {, after which Makeyan and the o left
together. Makeyan's was not informed where he was taken. The next day, the first instance court of
Kentron (Central Yerevan) and Nork-Marash sentenced Mak to 10 days of administrative arrest for
participation in an unsanctioned rally and resisting the police, He served the lerm and was released without
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further incident.

anotobefzooo.NkadyVadanym.aMosmbasedAmﬂmbus&nmnmmbaRuwcmun,leda ‘
demonstration in Yerevan of approximately 10,000 persons calling for the removal of the Govemment. Alter
the demonsiration, security forces searched Vardanyan's house and took him into custody; he was sentenced

‘1°d1;l detenﬁo;&g\omggd\argomalhehada oo foradatwmﬂo?b.lutnota%a‘;?l see Section
d.). In . anyanwaschalg attempting a coup. In January , Vardanyan was
moved to a Yerevan cardiac because his health had deteriorated. In February V. was

released, cleared of charges and his cass was closed, Soon after his release, Vardanyan left the country.

The Constitution provides for freedom of association; however, there are some limits on this right. There are
cumbersome registration requirements for all political parties, associations, and organizations. The ﬁrgcass of
istering an o is time-consuming, and the Government has compelled some human rights and

itical organ stomvisemekbylavmsavetalﬂmslnordarmhavemekmgimmnsmpted.
However, no human rights or political organizations reported problems with registration during the year.

c. Freedom of Religion

The Canstitution provides for freedom of religion; however, the law specifies some restrictions on the religious
freedom of adherents of faiths other than the Armenian Apostolic Church. The law establishes the separation
of church and state, but grants the Armenian Apostolic Church special status as the national church.

The law requires all religious denominations and organizations to register with the State Council on Raligious

Affairs. Petitioning organizations must "be free from materalism and of a purely nature," and must

subscribe to a doctrine based on "historically recognized holy scriptures.” To ify a religious organization ‘
must have at least 200 members. A religious organization that has been refused registration may not publish

newspapers or magazines, rent meeting places on government gmpeny. broadcast ms on lelevision or
radio, or officially sponsor the visas o‘?aslhm No registered refigious group has beel:r“g:ied reregistration
under the law, and all existing registered denominations have been reregistered annua%uwp( the Hare
Krishnas, whose membership is below the membership threshold of 200 and Jehovah's Witnesses; the Council
still denies registration to Jehovah's Witnesses. One group of Russian *Old Believers” and some

regations of Yezidis remained unregistered, aoconﬂn? to the State Council on Religions, because they
have not applied to register. According to the leadership of the Yezidi community, on their behalf in
regard to al discrimination were raised with the Council; however, no response by govemment officiats
was ;

The State Council on Religions continued to deny registration to Jehovah's Witnesses, no langer on the
grounds that the group does nol pemil military service, but because its "iliegal proselytizing® alle is
integral to its activity and because of the dissatisfaction and tension caused in some communities by its public
preaching. The State Council on Religions and Jehovah's Witnesses continued to neqotiate changes in the
group's r that would bring it into compliance with the law, but in May the State Council again refused to
register the group, and @ June statement by the head of the Council accused Jehovah's Witnesses of
continuing ta practice "lllegal preaching.”

The law forbids "proselytizing” (undefined in the law) except by the Armenian Apostolic Churchanda
presidential decree enjoins the Council on Relfigious Affairs to investigate the activities of the represeniatives
of registered religious organizations and to ban missionaries who engage in activities conb-armo their status.
Howaever, the Council largely has been inactive, in part because of lack of resources, except for registering
refigious groups. The Council took no action a;ainst missionaries duﬂngeme o’yaar dmm such as the
ghun:h o m.’le:«ms Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) limited the number official m i in

e country,

The law bans foreign funding for churches whose centers are outside the country; the ban on foreign funding
has not been enforced and is considered unenforceable by the State Council on Religious Affairs. he law also
mandates that mlgious arganizations, except the Armenian Apostolic Church, need prior permission from the
State Council on Religious Affairs to engage in religious acnvig @s in public places, to (ravel abroad, or to invite
foreign guests to the country. ite these mandated restrictions, in there is no restriction on travel
by the raligious personnel of any ination, inc!uffg those that are unregistered. Members of
unregistered minority relg‘ioos organizations are allowed to bring in smail quantities of religious literatura for
their own use, but large shipments by unregistered groups are prohibited.

Thirteen members of Jahovah's Withesses remained in detention, ch with draft evasion or, If forcibly
drafted, with desertion. Members of Jehovah's Witnesses receivin notices continued to report directly to
police and tumed themselves in as draft evaders, rather then awa induction to claim conscientious objector
status. In June the President amnestied 40 members of Jehovah's Witnesses who were accused of draft
avasion. Four others were awaiting release at year's end. On September 18, the Amavir Court of Firs!
Instance acquitied Levon rian, a leader of Jehovah's Witnesses, of charges of "enticing minors into
attending rglﬂglous meetings of an unregistered religion, and influencing members to refuse their civic duties.”
The Procurator had appealed the case to a higher court at year's end.

Alterative nonmilitary service is not available under existing law to members of Jehovah's Witnesses. On ifs

accession to the Council of Europe In January, the Government pledged to adopt a law on altemative military

service within 3 years of accession. During the " the draft law on allemative miiitary service was prepared .
by the pai Commission on Defense, onal Sacurity, and Interior, but no action in Parliament had

been taken by year's end.
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MmlaryconsaiplsmmmenWsofJetmah'smmessesamsubjecuoevan harsher treatment than other

canscn mili anddviﬂanmrﬂydﬁdals.bemmelhelrremsaltowvemmm isseenas a
threat tg?;a?onal“:u?vlval (see Section 1.c.). oy

private individuals who are to rent them fmgumﬂy and wamed not to do
0. Lack of official visa sponsorship means that visitors of ehovah's Witnesses must for a tourist visa.
When shi in bulk, publications of Jehovah's Witnesses are saized at the border. members

areaﬂowedbbdnginanallquan&ﬁesofpﬁnhedmteﬁa!sforthairownuse.o of Jehovah's

mesasmpoﬂedﬁ:atmaﬂﬁunonewegaﬁonhmwm.m said was meant for intermai

pug:»oses rather than for proselytizing, still was confiscated by customs . In A 2000, the mayor
an mncounmlpubushedadegreeeapelthOmmbersofJehovah'smmmas the town of Talin,
near Yerevan, for alieged "agitation,” after residents alleged that they were going from door o door preaching
and disturbing residents.

Members of Jehovah's Witnesses continued to mnm a%megng and reported that

On September 25, Pope John Paul l} ammived in Yerevan for a 3-day visit. He was the first head of the Roman
Catholic Church to visit the country.

d. Freedom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign Travel, Emigration, and Repatriation

The Constitution provides for freedom of movament within the , foreign travel, emigration, and
repatriation; however, the Govemment places restrictions on some of these rights.

The Govemment does not restrict intemal movement, and citizens have the right to change their residence or
workplace fr?az However, citizens must negofiate with a corrupt and Inefficient bureaucracy to register these
ition registration of a residence Is difficult, because in order to be :gi:tered at a particular
residence, a person must be either the property owner or an immediate family member of the owner. Special
written permission from the owner of the property, signed by a lawyer, is required to make a temporary or
permanent registration of a non-immediate famity member,

The Constitution and laws require that passports be issued to all citizens except convicted felons; however, in
cases of permanent residents who wish to relocate abroad permanently, an exit stamp may be denied to those
persons who possessstatesecmts.loﬂwsewb;ectwmuhmysewioe. to those who are involved in pendisjg
tourt cases, and to those whose relatives have lodged financial claims against them. The exit stamp is val

for up to 5 years and can be used as limesasanlndividuald;ooseslohaveI.Menofnﬂlﬂaryagemust
overcome substantial bureaucratic obstacles to travel abroad.

As a result of the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict, especially within the period from 1988 to 1994, sthnic minorities
on both sides have been subject frequently to societal and governmental discrimination and intimidation, often
accompanied by violence intended to drive them from the country. Almost all ethnic Azeris fiving in Ammenia in
1988—approximately 185,000 persons~fled to Azerbaijan. Of the 400,000 ethnic Armenians then lwingeln
Azerbaijan, 330,000 fled and gained refugee status in Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. As of November,
Armenian officials stated that the number of ethnic-Armenians in the country during the year was 264,332. The
Govemment and the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UUNHCR) do not provide numbers of
any other information on refugees in Nagomo-Karabakh.

The National Assembly passed a law on citizenship in 1985 that rovides the right for refugees of Armenian
sthnicity to gain dﬁzensrﬂp. provided that they are stateless and resided in the country for the past 3
years, The UNHCR local office reported thal 16,259 ethnic Ammenian refugees had been naluralized by year's
and. Only 15 percent of all refugees in the country had been naturalized by year's end.

During the year, the National Assembly amended the 1999 refugee law, which provides for the granting of
refugee or asylee stalus in accordance with the 1951 U.N. Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and
its 1967 Protocol. The Government cooperates with the UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations in
assisting ethnic Armenian refugees. The Govemnmment respects the right of first asylum. Since 1999 there has
been an established procedure for the formal recognition of asylum, However, there are faw cases of
applications for asylum or refugee status, since most persons use the country as a transit country. Since 1993
?emons from different countries have been granted refugee status. Border officials hava little training on
asylum issues. In some cases, rejected asylum seekers denied permission for legal residence were su
to fines for illegal residence when they attempled to depart the country.

In July the National Asmapproved the draft law on political asylum, which states that litical asylum will
be granted on bw nl. According to authorities, no one has asked Armenian authorities for political
asy?um since was approved. During the year the Nationat Assembly adopted two new laws

protect the rights of re&:ﬁ:s. The laws were the Law on Legal and SOdo-gconomic Guarantees for Persons
Farcibly Displaced from the Republic Of Azerbaijan in 1988-1992 and the Law on Refugees.

There were no reports of the forced retum of persons 1o a counlry where they feared persecution.
Section 3 Respect for Palitical Rights: The Right of Citizens to Change Their Government

Serious flaws in the 1998 presidential election continued to restrict the constitutional ability of citizens to
change their govemment peacefully. Serious breaches of the election law resulted in a lack of public
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confidence in the integrity of the overall election process, However, 1999 rliamentary elections although
marred by some imeguiarities, repmmadasteptowatdsmreﬁeeandgrelecﬁm

in both rounds of the 1998 presidential elections, OSCE observers wilnessed substantial iregularities. There
were unusually high voter tumouts in certain areas, in the second round, and these increases
conespondeddlracu%slo h vote percentages for Acting President Kocharian. Based on detailed
analyses of the resu by observers in certain districts, it appeared that ballot box ,
disaarandes in vote counts, the of large numbers of unauthorized persons at polling stations, and
other fraud practices perpetrated by local structures inflated the number of votes for Kocharian by more
than 100,000 votes in the second round. Kocharian won the second round by approximately 280,000 votes.
Somnﬂﬂlatymitsvmcompe!ledtovulnwmm\nexeepﬁmfomod\amn. and officials used pressure to
encourage 8 Iaqie tumout for the "official” candidate. There were no legal consequences for electoral fraud.
The Govemment pursued only minar violations, and no penalties were announced. There was no criminal
investigation of the amply documented ballot box stuffing.

The 1999 parfiamentary elections and several by-elections during 1999 and 2000 represented a step toward
com with OSCE commitments, but failed to meet international standards for free and fair elections. The
OSCE's Office for Democralic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR) observers voiced most concem
over the poor quality of the voter fists, which were often o or inaccurate; mistakes in registration and
votmg by mﬂitagepefsomel: problems in the formation of the election commissions and the status of their
members, and presence of unauthorized personnel molncts during voting and counting gefmcedums
Thousands of voters had to appeal fo local courts on el ' day In order to cast their votes, after finding that
their names had been left off local voter lists. Opposition parties such as the National Demaocratic Union, the
Self Determination Union, the Communist Party, Hayrenik, and Azatutuyun criticized the exclusion of
numerous residents from the lists. The Central Election Commission blamed the omissions on the negligence
of some civil servants. Fourteen criminal cases refated to parfiamentary election fraud, Involving 16 persans,
were.under investigation by the Procurator General's office at year's end. At year's end, four cases had not ’
been resolved, three had been closed because the perpetrators appeared 10 be juveniles, six cases had been
closed bacause the perpetrators agreed to compensation for damages, and one case had been sant to
court. Nonetheless observers from OSCE/ODIMR categorized the 1999 Parfiamentary eleclions as a ste
towards compliance with OSCE commitments, and noted ments in the electoral framework and the

ts of freedom of association, freedom of assembly, and om of expression, In many precincts, election

cials, candidates’ proxies, and domestic observers worked together to provide transparent voting and
counting procedures. The May 1999 slections look place under a new electoral code that represented an
improvement compared with previous legislation and incorporated some recommendations of international
organizations. For example, the code provides for the accreditation of domestic nonpartisan observers, and
provldmr the courts to address electoral complaints during the campaign rather than after results are
annou f

In a July 1999 by-election in Yerevan's Achapniak district, violénce erupted when armed supporters of one of
the candidates beat and ed fire on of another candidate. The Central Elections Commission
suspended this vote and red it invalid. A criminal investigation was started and resulted in the arrest of 12

ns. According to the Procurator General's office 12 persons eventually went to prison for the Achapianak
disturbances; of those eight were sentenced lo 2 years each, while the remaining four got probationary terms
of 16 to 20 months and were released on probation. Ten of these individuals wera reieased under the June
amnesty. The Achapniak by-election subsequently was held again-the two candidates involved in the
altercation were removed from the ballot-and took place without incident.

Saveral Pariamenltary by-elections were held during the year and in 2000. Most of the by-elections were

carried oul peacefully; however, after hearing extensive evidence about iregularities in Yerevan's Arabkir

district, the Constitutional court ordered the canceliation of the resuits in the 2000 by-election. The ‘
election was held in in July 2000, and a different candidate won. An appeal by the winner of the first

election was considerad but subsequently rejected in July 2000 by the Central Elections Commission.

in October the first national census since the Soviet era was held; however, the resulls were unavailable at
year's end, which has raised political concems about the integrity of the process.

The National Assembly (Paﬂiamenﬂsconsisls of 131 deputies; 56 are elected on a proportional basis and 75 on
a district by district majoritarian basis. Regular sessions are held twice a year: The first from mid-September lo
mid-December, and the second from earfy February until mid-June. Given the large amount of legisiative
business connected with the total reform of the legal system, special sessions frequently are called, but may
not last more than 6 days. The majority in Parliament is made up of a coalition called Unity, which includes the
two pa:ﬁesthat?ggledmemosl voles in the May 1999 Parfiamentary elections: the Republican Party and the
Peoples’ Party. coalition still formally exists but had become almost largely inoperative due lo
disagreements between the two parties, with the People's Party usually opposing the Govemment. The
Government has maintained a majority for most of its ’Bmmposals by to the voles of the Republicans
those of a number of smaller parties such as the ARF aks, Orinats Yerkir, and a number of
independents, including those in the a bloc cafled the Agro-Technical Peoples’ Union. In ber 2000, this
bloc split and the minonty faction renamed itself "P Deputies”; however, both faclions centinued to
support the Govemment. Some deputies from the Unity coalition left the coalition during 2000 over policy
differences, and during the year, formed the new Republic Party, which opposes the Government on most
issues, and which has reduced, but not eliminated Unity's majority. During the year, the Speaker of Parliament
and one deputy speaker formally left the People’s Party and became independents.

The executive branch appoints the 10 regional govemnors (marzpets) and the mayor of Yerevan, The
Constitution gives local communities the right to efect local authorities. However, local elected officials have
limited powers, and are overshadowed in practice by the appointed govemnors, wha can remove them from
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office. Some local officials are cormupl and subject to pressure.

There are no legal restrictions on the p of women and minarities in govemment and politics;
however, due to traditional social attitudes, percentages of both women and minorities in government does
not comrespond to their percentages of the tion. There are no female cabinet ministers, aithough there

are several female d ministers, Only 4 of the 131 deputies in the Parliament are female. There are no

minority representatives in the Cabinet or in the Parliament, although they are not prohibited from running and
have run for office.

Section 4 Govemmental Attitudes Regarding Intemational and Nongovemmental Investigation of Alleged
Violaticns of Human Rights

Several domestic and international human rights groups generally operate without ment restrictions,
investigating and publishing their findings on human rights cases. Public access to information on human
rights cases is adequale, and there is extensive media coverage of significant court cases; however, civilian
and military tors have been less open since the October 1999 sms emmental human
rights organm often reported funding difficulties. During the year, received
Govermnment permission to visit several detention facilities (see Section 1.c.).

As part of the commitments it made in advance of joining the Council of Europe (COE), the Govemment
permitted monitoring of its human rights the COE and reaffirmed this right for the ICRC, which
retains full access 1o civilian detention facilities. An office created by the Procurator General in July to
communicate with international observers was responsive to requests for information; however, in tion
about criminal cases stemming from elections fraud was incomplete.

Existing electoral law allows iocal and intermnational observer organizations to monitor all elections, and such

organizations reported no impediments to their abservation of the 1999 elections and the 2000 by-elections
(s2e Section 3).

In 1998 President Kacharian inted a prominent opgosmon politician, Paruyr Hairikyan, o head a new
human rights commission the President's office. The commission exists essentially as a reference
bureau and has no formal powers; however, il has had a modest impact in ing authorilies to
avie.w ofﬁgdala‘acﬂons on pi mranging g)‘m ap?nment d&:ﬂocaﬁo;\: tt: police behavior, In soae‘ t';ta:es i
nning o reconsideration. commission refers such casas e% iate agepcy, oes no
Y1 i ! in mmnng nm

and held hearings on abuses in the army. The Commission visited those accused in the October 1998
kilﬁnmi the Gyumi jail, and frequently visited military units to hear human rights complaints by soldiers.
The jamentary Commission on National rity, Defense-and Interior, headed by Vahan Hovhanissian,
made reguiar visits 1o military units to hear complaints by soidiers as well,

Section 5 Discrimination Based on Race, Sex, Religion, Disability, Language, or Social Status.

The Constitution prohibits discrimination based on race, gender, religion, disability, fanguage, or social stalus;
however, cultural and economic factors prevent women, ethnic and religious minorities, and persons with
disabilities, from participating fully in public life. The religion law discriminates against some refigious groups.

Women

There is no specific law banning violence against women and a few cases of spousal abuse, or other violence
:g:]lnsl women were reported during the year; however, such violence is believad to be more widespread than
stics indicate. According to an opinion poll conducted in 2000 by a local NGO, 50 percent of Armenian
women have been victims of domestic violence, although other local NGO's claimed that the Femenlage Is

jower. The problem of battered wives is much more widespread then the Govemnment or local human rights
groups will admit. Many cases were not reported to police because victims were afraid of icai harm if they
doso.aftaidlhatpdicewoddreluseto!akeacﬁonandlnsteadretumlhmtomeirhus s, or embarrassed
to make “family matters” public. Embarrassment and concerns for family honor make the problem particularly
sensitive and difficult to quantify; women's s and heallh professionals also declined to offar specific

ures. The Procurator s office stated 17 women were killed during the year; however, the office
did not specify how the crimes were committed. According to the Procurator General, 404 women were victims
of violence, although it did not specify whether or not the violence was domeslic. Several NGO's exist in the
Yerevan and Gyumii areas and provide shelter and assistance o battered women.,

From January to June, 24 cases of rape or attempled rape were registered by the authorities. However,
observers believe the actual number of rapes to be higher. The law cites specific punishments for rape. By
June 12 persons had been convicled for rape.

Prostitution is not illegal, and according to anecdotal evidence, most stitutes stopped by police simply are
sent lo a hospital or physé:ian for a medical check-up. Although the Criminal Code daes not forbid prostitution

itself, operating ibited. According to an conducted by journalists more than 1,500
prosfitutes, were by the police, most of them in the erovan area. A study of Yerevan prostitution
conducted by local shZOOOslmndmatwhﬂasomeopemm hone, the vast majority of

stitutes are what is known as streetwalkers, with their "class” and rability defined by the area of the city
n which they operate.
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Trafficking in women abroad was a problem (see Section 6.1.). ‘

molawdoesnots'peclﬂcanyprothsemaIMassrnem:however.somemﬁdeshmewninaloodeaddmss
Maspecgo sexusl harassment. Cases of sexual harassment are not considered to be worthy of legal
on by society.

Menoﬂanplayadomhanlmtehnmysodetalmumﬁom.mmoughwmnhavobempmsemlnmewk
fomeforlseuv‘atalgemm,tolemneaforbmadeni melrr?lesort;&bohaviorisbw.e‘;a&edanyinﬁgamml
regions. In the workplace, women receive equal pay for equal work, but generally are afforded the same
professbg‘tggrpomrdﬂesglventoum.andoﬂanamrelegawdtonmmnlalorlows!dwobs.melaw
prohibits mination in emplo mdhkﬁgbecauseofwewhwnm.ﬂwoxﬁemdymgh
unemploymen! rate makes it It to gauge how effectively the hasbemlnpbmﬂad.mmto
omdalstaﬁsﬂee,womnmkeupﬁ&dpuwﬁofﬂwseoﬂidalymgﬂstemdasmmlqud(appmd aly
98.000).lnlhepasl.labmwﬂmspmlectedmmen‘sﬂgh&in&wwomphce.eneastmnaﬂy.bmme
weakness of unions has made them less effective (see Section 6.3.). More women than men are enrofied in
universily and postgraduate programs. This in part be accounted for by the Nagomo-Karabakh situation,
which necessitates s high number of men in service, and in part by the economic situation, which has
caused men to emigrate in search of employmant.

Children

The Govemment does not have the economic means to provide fully for the welfare of children. Education is

free, universal, and compulsory through age 14, then optional through age 16 (compiete seconda:{‘educabon).

andgmswbwsmedveequaledwauonaopmmmmw.mymmUeunpweﬂ ed and in .
r condition, and teachers are forced to tulor pupils privately to su ement salaries that are low and paid

mPulady.SomeleadwemamknowntodamandbdbesﬁompatnnB retumn for good or passing grades for

their children, Free children’s health care is available for all children through the e of B for treatment of some

diseases and for eam.butoﬂenlsofpoorquamy.andthedpmcﬁceol emanding overt or
concealed payment of for medical service continued. In the Yezidi community, a high percentage of
children do not attend school, partly for family economic reasons and parlly because lack Yezid|

teachers and books in their native age.

The Government focused its efforis regarding children's rights and welfare on measures to insulale large

families—those with four or more children-from the effects of the country’s poor economic conditions. he
Govemment directed foreign humanitarian aid programs toward the most socially vulnerable families and

single-parent families.

Despite social programs, the number of street children increased. A local NGO reported that there were
aﬁmximately 900 homeless children and that the number was;‘growi every year, howsaver, govemment
officials estimated the number of children fo be between 600 and 700 (including 400 homeless children in
Yerevan). Child abuse of street children does not appear to be a serious problem, Trafficking in girls was a
problem (see Section 6.1.).

Persons with Disabilities

The Constitution provides for the right to social security in the event of disability, and the law provides for the

social, political, and individual rights of persons with disabilities; however, the emment’s enforcement of ‘
the rights of persons with disabilities remained rudimentary. Legal safeguards for those with cgsydualm

problems are inadequate to protect patients' rights. Hospitals, residential care, and other facilities for serious
disabilities are substandard. There were unsubstantiated reports in 2000 that security authorities used

confinemant in mental institutions as an altemative form of detention (see Sections 1.c. and 1.d.). There is

societal discrimination against persons with disablities.

Expenditures for the health sector increased by 27 percent (according to official statistics) during the year, and
budget allocations were $33.8 million (18,252 drams), however, these increases, there were no
improvements in the provision of benefits and services to persons with disabilities. According to the official
statistics, the social sector budget, which a other social memsandexpendituresoqverstheneedsfor
persons with disabilities, was budgeted at $51.9 million (28 billion drams) and expenditures increased 58
percent. According to the Ministry of Social Welfare, approximately $7.4 million (400 miliion drams) was
directed towards support for persons with disabilities which includes pensions, prostheses, and wheelchairs.
The amount represents approximately 32 percent of the Ministry's budget.

The law and a governmenl decree have special provisions that mandate accessibility in buildings for persons
with disabilities; however, in practice very few buildings and other facilities are accessible.

Religlous Minorities

There was no reported violence against minority religious groups during the year. However, "noniraditional”

religious groups are vlewedvdﬂrwspidon.es;%d by some mid-level clergy in the Armenian Apostolic

Church and their supporters in the bureaucracy. Yezzﬂdnildrenonowasionraponedhaﬂng teachers and .
classmates. Some observers reported increasingly unfavorable attitudes towards Jehovah's Witnesses among

the general population, both because they are seen as “unpatriotic” for refusing military service and because

of a widespread but unsubstantiated belief that they pay money to the desperately poor in order (o abtain
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conversions. The press reported a number of compiaints lodged by cilizens against Jehovah's Witnesses for

alleged |l proselytizing . Jehovah's Witnesses were the targets of religious attacks and hostile sermons b
smreAnﬂanApostoﬁcChurchdedm it y

As a result of the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict with Azerbaijan, anti-Muslim feeling persisted among the
populace, and the few remaining Muslims in the counlry keep a low profile. Th% is no formally operating
mosque, although Yerevan's one surviving 18th mosque, which was restored with Iranyan funding, is

n for regular Friday prayers on a tenuous legal basis, In practice the Mosque is open for prayers; however,
g‘i’:mt rerZ?sQemd as a miigious facility. The Government does not create any obstacles for Muslims who wish
o pray there.

National/Racial/Ethnic Minorities

The population is approximately 85 percent ethnic Amenian, The Government does not discriminate against
the small, ofﬁmlzed national" communities, althou?h the economic and social situation of such
groups has d substantially since independence in 991, The Government includes in the category
of "national” communities are Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians, Jews, Kurds, Yezidis, Georgians, s
and Assyrians. As a result of the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict, there is no significant Azen mlnoritY (see Section
2.d.). Several hundred Azeris or persons of mixed Azeri heritage still living in the country maintainad a low
profile in the face of societal discrimination.

The Constitution grants national minorities the right to preserve their cultural traditions and language, and the
law provides linguistic minorities with the right to publish and study in their native language. There are token
fubﬁ ions in minority languages, but the Go nt devoted minimal mmmswmamwnlc? minority

. The network of R age schools has diminished ificantly. In
virtually all students, incl members of the Yezidi and Greek communities, atten Armenian ang%
schools, with very limited classes available in their native tongues. Yezidi leaders complained that no b or

nemapetswem published in their native language and that no new teachers were being trained for their
schools.

Yezidi leaders continued to compiain that pofice and locai authorities su their community to
discrimination. The Yezidis, whose number was estimated at 20,000 by Yezidl leaders decreased from 50,000
Yezidis (registered In the 1988 population census, due to emigration) speak a Kurdish dialect and practice a
wraditional, non-Christian, non-Muslim religion with elements from Zoroastrianism, Islam, and animism.
They cited numerous incidents of unfair a cation of land, water, angl%azhg disputes, nonreceipt of
privatized agricuitural land, an unusually number of bealings of Yezidi conscripts in the ann#‘:ee Section
1.c.), and lack of pofice response {0 serious crimes commilted against Yezidis by other citizens. Yezidi

com mwaymﬂedwciataldlwimhaﬁonasweuaslhemoregeneraipmuemof functioning local
and?:l:nu'al Govemment bodies, particulary when it concems national minorities. Mmm%ftheY i

also tried to address their grievances with the State Commission on National Minorities, but stated
that all attempts have been ignored.

In August the OSCE Yerevan Office and the NGO CIVITAS nized a conference on National Minorities
which was well-attended by all minority groups, government , parliamenlarians, and joumalists. In
March 2000, the National Minorities Commission held a Congress of National Minorities; the iast such
Caongress was held in 1991. At the conference, human rights was not a topic of major concemn. Nonetheless,
Yezidis and Ukrainians complained of unfair treatment in rd 10 forced military service. Most

representatives demanded more g;ﬂcve«mnaﬂ aid for nativ uage newspapers and for broadcasti
minority produced programs on sion. .

Saction 6 Worker Rights

a. The Right of Association

The Constitution provides employees with the right to form and join trade unions although it stipulates that the
right to form associations—including {)olﬁcal_panies and trade unions—may be limited for persons serving in the
armed services and law enfo agencies. In practice, labor organization remained weak because of high
unemployment and the weak economy. The absence of active unions and of accurate employment data
precludes a reliable estimate of the percentage of the workforce that is unionized.

The Constitution provides for the right to strike; however, workers have neither the financial resources to

m:gmn a ‘gttike nor enforceable legal protection against retaliation, and existing unions piay a relatively
passive role,

Unions are free to affiliate with intemational organizations; however, none had done so at year's end.
b. The Right to Organize and Bargain Coliectively

Although the Law provides for the right to organize and bargain oolecﬂve’w. collective balgalnl‘r’? is not
practiced. Voluntary and direct negotiations do nol take place between unions and employers thout the

participation of the Govermnment, because many large employers remain under state control.

The Government encourages ble enterprises (o establish their own scales. Faclory directorates
generally set the pay scales without consultation with employees. Labor disputes are arbitrated in reguiar or
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economic couris.

There are no expori processing zones. '
¢. Prohibition of Forced or Compuisory Labor

The Constitution and the law prohibit forced and bonded tabor; however, trafficking In women was a problem
(see Section 6.1.).

The Constitution and the law prohibit forced and bonded labor by children; however trafficking in girls was a
problem (see Section 6.1).

d. Status of Child Labor Practices and Minimum Age for Employment

According to the law, 16yearsismemlnlmumageforarﬂloymentcmdmma work from the age of 14 with
lhepenn?ssionofamedicdmnﬂwbnanduﬁrdm bormionbomd.meylawlsmvorcedbylocal
community councils, unemployment offices, and, as a final board of appeal, the courts. Children under the age
of18mnotallowedlowo¢k6ndifﬁcunormgemus)obs.nighllabor.otjobsﬂuatraq:&aoverﬁhoursofwom
perday.am\oughchlldm16yearsofageoroldefmayapplyforwaivafsinmelaﬂaf cases.

AooordingtomeMlnlsuyostdalWelfa'e.mecNIdrenuploM of 12 years are involved in famil
businewes.aswellassomaoherbusmessacﬂviﬁeasuchasagﬂcu where such activity is not & n

by law. Children are forbidden specifically from ing in arduous, or dangerous employment, even if it is

their families’ business, without permission lehe in of Social Wetfam:tthlnlstryrgramssuch
pg‘nnts_donomyoname—by-casebasisan only for children 12 years of age or older. e Government has .
not ratified

ILO Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor.

The Constitution and the law prohibit forced and bonded labor by children; however, trafficking in girls was a
problem (see Section 6.1.).

. Acceptable Conditions of Work

The Govemment sets the minimum wage br dacree. The monthly minimum wage is $9 oss.ooo drams) and is
insufficient to provide a decent standard of iving for a worker and family. The majori the population
{approximately 54.7 percent), lives below the poverty line and approximaltely 23 percent of the tion is
considered extra poof(asaros\mofemnonicdis!ocauomcaused by the breakup of the Soviet Union,
the 1988 Spitak earthquake, the confiict in Nagomo-Karabakh, and disruptions in trade resulting from a
blockade gz Azerbaijan and Turkey. A srlggidﬁcan! amount of econamic activity, gemaps as much as 40
percent, place without being reco or taxed by the local authorities. T e extent lo which this affects
the overall economic situation is unknown.

The majority of industrial enterprises either are idie or operating at a fraction of their capacity. Some furloughed
workers continued to receive minimal partial compensation from their enterprises, but most no longer received

any payment if they were not working. Under the law, if an employee loses their job, 2 month’s salary must be

paid as compensation, .

The standard legal workweek is 40 hours; many persons work multiple jobs in order to provide for basic
necessities. The law provides for annual and sick leave; there are not mandated rest periods. Compensation
for overtime work is required; however, it depends on the paosition and type of employment.

The Constitution provides citizens with the right to clean and safe workplaces. Soviet-era occupational and
safety standards remained in force; howeve, in practice conditions were very inconsistent. Labor legisiation
places responsibility on the employer and the management of each firm to ensure "healthy and normal" labor
conditions for employees, but it provides no definition of healthy and normal. Workers are reluctant to complain
or remove themselves from hazardous working conditions as they risk losing their jobs.

f. Trafficking in Persons

The law does not prohibit specifically trafficking in J;efsoos although it does prohibit exploitation by force of
persons for financial gain; trafficking in women an girls abroad for prostitution was a problem. There were
reports that corruption by Government afficials facilitated trafficking.

Armenia is a country of origin for trafficking, and trafficking in women and ils is more of a problem than the
Government and women's organizations have recognized openly. Aluwug?\ specific information on trafficking is
difficult to obtain, axrferts from intemational organizations estimate that every year approximately 700 women

are trafficked primarily 1o the United Arab Emirates and other Gulf States, as well as to Turkey, Russia,

Germany, Greece, and other European countries to work as prostitutes, Women were traffi-ked from Yeravan,
Gyumri, and Vanadzor. ‘
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orphanages and poor families are sold to wealthy men in . An orphanage run by a reporis
that older have been approached by relatives urging them to ™ their share” for the Eengm
in m.MostpamBandrdaﬁmmmvhwd;m.mmwmsmdmgmm
in the UAE or elsewhere as models, dancers, waltresses, or domestic servants. Traffickers themselves are
often ex-prostitutes or pimps who have already estabﬁshadm contacts” in the country of
criminal ’mgotannal' ntial victims oo:wtoachedmg‘y whom they umw'}d' friend
gangs. are persons perso e.g. S
ymends.mlaﬂvesof tives, neighbars, stc.), or by travel Most often, recruiters tell viclims that
they will be working as sitters, waitresses, or cleaning .Ongafewofﬂ\evicumlmwbefom
departure that they will as but even these do not that they will have their documents
and money confiscated and that will be pressurad to recelve numerous clients ev day to maximize their
employer’s profits. To tighten co over their "staff" procurers lhma(entobunpmsﬁ:'.t{es' passports or to
inform police about their "business.”

informal channels, tourism firms and some media. .MWuecaseswhmolduEusfmn

ThemismspedﬁclamehibiﬁnghaMddnghpemns.TmMmmaybepmseMed under different articles
of the Criminal Code: For example, Msdnneofmn—pmp«tydocumts(passponsorommparmnal
dowmanw).aswdlasuseowwdommmts.naybepumuwm?ﬁsomwntu? .
and salling of documents, by ment up to 5 years; pandering, by imprisonment up o 5 years; S
marriage and bogus divorce mercenary ends or other reasons, by imprisonment up lo 1 year; n
coercion of a person, or coercion by publishing compromising information about a person), by imprisonment
2lo4yea:s:coefdngofawmmnloperbmsaxuallnwrwumebyapemnonwhanlmswanenis
financially (or economically) dependent by imprisonment up 1o 7 years. The Criminal Code specifically prohibits
keeping brothets, although prostitution itself is legal. Police officials announced the investigation of numerous
caeesofpmwmgbutsaldmatmeywemunabletoanestmema!noﬂendersbecame resided in the
Middle East rather than In the country. There have been few cases (four to five in 1999 ) in which
traffickers were prosecuted. Some Is from the Ministry of Intenor compiained that courts easily it
&romrers or sentence them to only minor administrative punishment and fines. In addition, victims usually are
& main witnesses and are aften reluctant to come forward out of fear of violent retaliations. Reliable
information on trafficking has been difficult to obtain.

Some NGO's and experts insist that local police officers, border guards and customs officers are involved in
trafficking by accepting bribes from traffickers in exchange for tolerating their business:

According to intemational NGO's, the Govemmenl appears to be focusing more on prostitution within the
country than on trafficking; however, the Govemment acknowledges the problem.

There are no trafficki ention programs run by the Govemment. The Armenian Government indicated o
|OM that Armenia join the U, . convention against transnational anized crime and two protocols
against human trafficking and lilegal migration by the end of the year. In November the Govemment acceded
fo the convention and two protocols: however, the ratification process had not been completed by year's end.
However, Armenian law enforcement authorities and the Procuracy General cooperated with foreign countries
in particular cases when assistance and information exchange were necessary. including trafficking cases,

There were also some women's NGO's that tried to raise public awareness of this-problem and obtain funding
for assistance programs; however, there were no NGO sponsored assistance programs for victims.

ThlssuaismmqmwmnummdekAﬂm.u.s.wmdm.En-md links to other Intemet sites should not be
construed as an endorsement of the views contalned thereln,
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