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Disclaimer

Head of state and governmenhhein Sein

Amid ongoing political, legal and economic reforms, the authoritiesreleased hundreds of
prisonersof conscience; however, many remained behind bars. Security for ces and other
state agents continued to commit human rightsviolations, including unlawful killings,
excessive use of force, arbitrary arrests, torture and other ill-treatment, and unlawful
confiscation or destruction of property and livelihoods. | mpunity for past crimes, including
crimes against humanity, persisted.

Background

In April, Myanmar held by-elections, which interiatal observers determined to be largely free
and fair. The opposition party, the National LeatpreDemocracy (NLD), won 43 of the 44 seats
it contested and were allowed to take their segparliament.

In August, former prisoner of conscience Daw Auag Suu Kyi was appointed as chairperson to
the newly created parliamentary Committee for Rafileaw and Tranquility. In September, the
National Human Rights Commission was acceptedrasmaber of the South East Asia National
Human Rights Institutions Forum, and in Novembevas admitted as an associate member of the
Asia Pacific Forum, but concerns remained abouwhtlty to act as an independent human rights
monitor.

In November, Myanmar adopted the ASEAN Human Ri@ldslaration, despite serious concerns
that it fell short of international standards. AlsdNovember, President Thein Sein authorized the
ICRC to resume prison visits, and announced tlegtdvernment planned to develop an inter-
governmental mechanism to review prisoner cases.

The EU and Australia, Canada, Switzerland and t84 Buspended most sanctions against
Myanmar in the first half of the year, but arms angmes remained in place.
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Internal armed conflict

The government signed ceasefire or initial peaceeagents with the political wings of some
eight ethnic opposition groups, including the Amnakaberation Party, Karen National Union,
Shan State Army North and Shan State Army Soutlweder, occasional clashes continued to be
reported in eastern Myanmar. The armed conflithenKachin and northern Shan states
intensified, with the armed forces using air stsike target outposts of the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) at the end of the year. The current dmtfstarted after the Myanmar army broke its
ceasefire with the KIA in June 2011. Attempts #Hitddoetween the government and the KIA did
not yield positive results during the year. An Il&0tion Plan on under-age military recruitment
and the Joint Action Plan on children in armed Gonéinder UN Security Council Resolution
1612 were signed in June, and the authorities gybieleased 42 child soldiers in September.

Villagers in areas of armed conflict, in particuilathe Kachin and northern Shan states,
continued to be subjected to a range of humangigbtises, including arbitrary arrest, unlawful
killings, sexual violence, torture, enforced disagm@mnces and destruction of livelihood.

 In January, lawyers acting on behalf of the farofiglisappeared Kachin woman Sumlut
Roi Ja lodged a case with the Supreme Court inPayraw. Sumlut Roi Ja disappeared
after reportedly being detained by the armed fonc&3ctober 2011. Her husband, who
claimed that he witnessed her abduction, was tmwat to give evidence. In March, the
Supreme Court dismissed the case citing a lackideace.

* In June, the army arrested four Kachin men who wending cattle, for suspected ties with
the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) anddhfe Credible reports stated that the
men were tortured.

* On 1 July, soldiers arrested 27 Kachin villagersliieir alleged association with the KIA.
Most of the men were quickly released, but Galawfaraw remained in detention. On 22
July, his body was discovered reportedly beariggsof torture.

Inter nally displaced people

The number of people displaced by the ongoing ainfi Kachin state reached more than 75,000
by the end of the year. Many of those displacedevieing in makeshift camps in KIA-controlled
areas close to the Chinese border, and sufferedifradequate access to food, medical care and
proper sanitation facilities. Humanitarian orgatizaas were unable to provide sustained
assistance to KIA- and KIO-controlled areas dugaeernment restrictions.

More than 400,000 people continued to be displatedstern Myanmar. Another 115,000
Rohingya and non-Rohingya Muslims remained displacdrakhine state due to communal
violence and abuses. Humanitarian agencies facgdabs in assisting those outside official
camps for the internally displaced, particularlyyate October and early November. Camps were
overcrowded and insanitary.

Communal violence

In early June, violent clashes erupted between RakBuddhist and Rohingya and other Muslim
communities, following the alleged rape and muafea Buddhist Rakhine woman by three
Muslim men on 28 May in Rakhine state, and the egibent killing of 10 Muslim men in a
revenge attack. The President declared a stat@m@&igency on 10 June. Sporadic violence
continued in July and August, and intense commuiaéénce broke out again between 21 and 30
October when other Muslim communities such as theie Kaman were also targeted. Official
figures indicated that around 160 people died. adtaal figure may be considerably higher.
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A government-appointed commission was set up oAuust to investigate the cause of the
violence in Rakhine state. The commission was caegpof a range of stakeholders, including
former political prisoners and six Muslim represgives, but lacked a representative from the
Rohingya community. Two of the Muslim representagiwere relieved of their duties in
November. The commission had not released its fagabrt at the end of the year.

Land disputes

Protests against land grabbing and evictions eduiiieing the year. A parliamentary committee
was established to investigate land disputes. dhamdttee was reported to have looked into
several hundred cases in the last quarter of tae-yeut of a reported 4,000 reports of land
seizures submitted to it — and was due to presefihdings to parliament in early 2013.

« In the early hours of 29 November, police forciigpersed peaceful protesters who were
camped at the Letpadaung copper mine in Monywasbipn Sagaing region, causing
severe injuries to some of the protesters, inclyidmonks. Protesters had been objecting to
the expansion of the mine, associated land conitsgaand the reported environmental
impact already caused by the mine. In December, Bamg San Suu Kyi was appointed as
the chair of a commission to investigate the exjpansf the mine and the crackdown on
protesters.

The Farmland Law and the Vacant, Fallow and Vitgands Management Law, both enacted in
2012, fail to provide adequate protection for farsnfieom having their land requisitioned by the
authorities.

In March, the Ward or Village Tract Administratiéwt was amended to criminalize forced
labour. In July, the government approved an agtian to end all forms of forced labour by 2015.
Nevertheless, the practice continued, particuliarkgthnic areas.

Freedom of assembly

In July, the government enacted the 2011 law orRighat to Peaceful Assembly and Peaceful
Procession (Peaceful Assembly and Procession Tdve)law required protesters to apply at least
five days in advance for permission to demonstiatd, stipulated that: "The application should
not be denied unless the security of the State,afulaw, public tranquility and the existing laws
protecting the public are to be breached.”

Some who organized or took part in peaceful dematighs without permits were charged under
section 18 of the law, and faced up to one yearison for each township entered without a
permit.

» Several people were charged under the Peacefuhidgand Procession law for
organizing a peace march without a permit in SeptniThe marchers passed through
multiple townships and were facing charges in each.

* In December, at least six activists were chargetbusection 18 of the Peaceful Assembly
and Procession law for demonstrating without a jgesm1 December in Yangon. They
were expressing concern about the violent crackdavidovember on protesters at the
Monywa mine, Sagaing region.

Freedom of expression

On 20 August, the Ministry of Information announdkd end of all pre-publication censorship
procedures, and on the same day issued a striat pablishing guidelines prohibiting, among
other things, negative criticism of state policiése Ministry still required articles to be subredt
to the Press Scrutiny and Registration Divisioergbublication.
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In early August, the government created the Myan@we Press Council to serve as an interim
body to monitor and address media issues untihéve media law was enacted. There was strong
opposition to its lack of independence, composjtaord authority by journalists. A new interim
Press Council was established in mid-Septembere tihan half of its members were journalists.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Hundreds of people, including children, were adity detained, held in incommunicado
detention, and subjected to cruel, inhuman andadidgg treatment in places of detention without
access to appropriate or adequate medical caree Thatinued to be some reports of torture and
other ill-treatment, occasionally leading to deiatibustody.

 Prisoner of conscience Dr Tun Aung remained behard. He was a medical doctor and
chairman of the Islamic Religious Affairs CouncilMaungdaw, Rakhine state. On 11 June,
he was arrested for provoking communal riots in Malaw, and sentenced to 11 years'
imprisonment in the second half of the year. He bel®eved to have been persecuted for
his role as a Muslim community leader in Maungdaw.

* Myo Myint Swe died in a police station in YangonJuly after he was accused of
involvement in a murder. His body showed signaiitre.

Prisoner amnesties

The authorities released more than 8,500 prisomeisiding hundreds of prisoners of conscience.
Most were granted conditional releases under sedid of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
violation of which could lead to re-imprisonment fbe remainder of their sentence.

Death penalty

In early January, the President commuted the dsattences of all prisoners on death row to life
imprisonment; however, at least 17 individuals rem@ death sentences during the year.

| mpunity

The National Human Rights Commission did not hdneauthority to receive and investigate
complaints of human rights violations which hadetalplace prior to its formation on 5 September
2011. There was no comprehensive and independeatitamism to investigate possible war
crimes and crimes against humanity, leaving victamd their relatives with inadequate access to
measures of truth, justice and reparations. Marthage involved in grave human rights
violations had not been brought to justice.
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