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Document #2062040

OHCHR – UN Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights

Press briefing notes on Myanmar

Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: Ravina Shamdasani

Location: Geneva 

Date: 8 October 2021

Alarming reports indicate that there has been substantial deployment of heavy weapons and troops by the Myanmar 

military, the Tatmadaw, over the past few weeks in Kanpetlet and Hakha townships in Chin State; Kani and 

Monywa townships in the central Sagaing region; and Gangaw township in Magway. Two high-level commanders 

have also been deployed to the area and the Internet has been shut down.

We are gravely concerned by these developments, particularly given the intensifying attacks by the military that we 

have documented over the past month in these areas, including killings, raiding of villages and burning of houses, 

apparently to seek out armed resistance elements and as reprisals against villages perceived to be sympathetic to 

people’s defence forces or ethnic armed groups. There have been reports of mass arrests, as well as torture and 

summary executions.Military “clearance operations” have involved the use of artillery barrages and airstrikes against 

villages. The Internet shutdowns have also meant that millions of people have lost the means to communicate and 

obtain information necessary for their survival, and cast an information blackout over potential abuses.

As the High Commissioner has already noted, there has been an established pattern of attacks by the Tatmadaw 

against unarmed individuals using lethal force, destruction of residential properties, mass arbitrary detention and 

deaths in military custody. We urge the international community to speak with one voice, to prevent the commission 

of further serious human rights violations against the people of Myanmar. Influential states must prevail on the 

Tatmadaw to de-escalate the situation, protect civilian lives and property, and ensure access to humanitarian aid for 

those who need it.
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