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Serious and widespread human nghts violations continue in the Islamic Republic of lran

Since 1979 victms have included a broad range of political opposition from members of
left-wing groups to monarchists. as well as ethmc and religious minoriites. There has also
been a pastern of restnctions placed on Shi'a religious leaders opposed to fundamental tenets
of the lranian pohitical system such as velayar-¢ fagih or govemmental policies, and the
arrest and detention of their followers Thus pattern has continued through the 1990s. For

many years little was known outside lranian religious circies about human nghts violahons

agamnst members of these groups. In recent vears, however. divisions between certain Shi'a

religious leaders and the state appear to have deepened. and information about human nghts

violations against them and their followers have reached a wider audience

Dozens. 1f not hundreds of followers of religious leaders, have reportedly been
arrested 1n recent vears. and more particularh since 1995, often apparently in an attempt to
pressunze the leaders to change their views or stop their opposition Al least three seruor
religious figures have also reponediv been placed under house arrest Some of those
detaned are said 10 have been subjected to numerous methods of torture or ill-treatment,
including beatings. severe bums, elecinc shocks, sleep deprivation. confinement i very
small spaces, threatened executions and threats 1o relatives A few have been sentenced to
prison lerms. sometimes accompanied by flogging. after apparently unfar trnals Others are

<till detaned without tnal and the fate of some 15 unknown Many, if nat all, may be
prisoners of conscience

On numerous occasions. Amnesn Intermational has sought clanfication of the
reasons for the arrest and detention af such people. and their legal status  The organization
has called for the immediate and uncondiional reiease of prisoners of conscience, for
prompt and far tnals of polnical prisoners. far imparual inyestigations into allegations of
tarture and ill-treatment for the prosecution of ansone found to have been responsible for
abuses, and for compensation (o be given 1o victims af 1onure or 1ll-ireatment




The lraman Government has ignored these calls and human nghis violations are
continuing  These wiolations breach Iran's solemn obligations under the International

Covenant on Civil and Poliucal Righis. to which i1 1s a state party
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IRAN

Human Rights Violations against Shi’a Religious
Leaders and their Followers

1. Introduction

Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic of lran in 1979 senous human nghts
violations have continued  Victims have included a broad range of political opposition from

members of left-wing groups (o monarchists, as well as ethnic and religious minonnes '
There has also been a pattern of restnctions placed on Shi"a religious leaders opposed to
fundamental tenets of the lranian political system such as velayar-¢ fagi’ or governmental
poficies. and the arrest and detention of their followers ' This pattem has continued through
the 19905 For many vears lithe was known outside Iranian religious circles about human
nghts violations aganst members of these groups In recent years, however, divisions
between certan Shi'a religious leaders and the state appear [0 have deepened. and
information about human nghts violations against them and thewr followers has reached a
wider public

Dozens. if not hundreds of followers of religious leaders, have reportedly been
arrested in recent vears, and more particularly since 1995, At least three senior religious
figures are also reportedly held under house arrest. Some of those detained are sud to have
been tortured or ill-treated A few have been sentenced lo prison terms. sometimes
accompanied by Nlogging. after unfuir tnals before special courts which operate outside the
normal judicial framework.  Others are sull detained without tnal. and the fate of some s
unknown. Many. il not all. may be prisoners of conscience.

For detals of e persecution of vanous rebigious minonties such as Chastians. Sunnis and
Hahi v e Amuvesty [nicrnational documents sach as fran Official Secrecy Hides Contimieing
Represuon (Al lndex MDIE 1302954 and . Dlabehuliah Mahrami: Prisoner of Conscience (Al

Inden MDIE 1373496} as well a5 the annual Jmmety Intermanonal Report

‘Literalls “Leadership of the fearned man - wee <extion 2 beiow

Frgures i thie S a religions establistuenl are ot tie oaly ones 10 have challenged e
aiseslvement o e religions extablistunent 1 e prelibical v e and 1o have suffered persecution as 3
pestill AL least [0 imvermiber s of e Mediaseri ooy whie see followers of D Al Sharian, whose
withings challenged the traditwmal S 3 extablidiment ste helieved to have heen i prison since the

carlv 190 despite official denrals Others have been execivted (wce for example fron. Amaesty
Dinevoauonmi cancerned af contimumg palical eveentions Al lges MDE FIWHT0892) Maoce

recenth 10 Abdolhanm S g universiy lectinee has been aubgest W attacks by Hezhollad
psertiie « Jurmg ectures for fus advocsiin of the vmmmn of s emament o e basts of rationality

aid ot teligiinis parapraience

Amnesty internalional June 1597 Al indesr MDE 1318737



Human Rignls »olaopns agansy Siv 2 Renvgous Leagers and ther Foliowers

On numerous occasions. Amnesis lntemanional has sought clanficanon from the
Iraman Gos emment of the reasans for the arrest and detention of such people. and their
legal status  The organization has called for the unmediate and uncondilional release of
prisoners of conscience. for prompt and faif (rials of others. for imparual iny estigations nio
allegations of torture and 1ll-treatment for the prosecution of anvone found to have been
responsible for abuses, and for compensaiion 10 be given lo vichms of torture of 8
ireatment  The authonties have responded to a number of the cases which Amnesty
International has brought 1o thesr attention. and their responses have been reflected in this
report  However. the information provided 1s usually of a very general nature. and 15

insufficient to allay Amnesty Intemational s concems

2. Background

The official state refigion n Iran s Twelver Ja'fan Shi'a islam Its adherents believe thal
following the =2ath of the Prophet Muhammad, there were |2 Imams who were the nghtful
spintual and pohitical leaders of the commumiy of Muslims The twelfth Imam 18 believed
to hase grown up in huding and to have gone into occultation some 300 years after the death
of the Prophet Muhammad. bul 15 expected 10 retum one dav to resume his leadership.

In the absence of the Twelfth Imam. political” and rehgious authonty became
separated in practice. In lran, there were a number of roval dvnasties which wielded
polical power. while religious authorty remamed with the ufema (clergy) and n parucular
in the concept of the marya-ve faghd. or source of emulation A marja must be a ven
leamed and holy man who has attained the level of moytahed’ n tslamic law  Following the
death of a marfa. 2 new une ts elected from among s followers  Other Shi'a Mushms then
bewin to seek to emulate the new marye and ireat his fanways (Islamic legal edicts) as binding
upon themseltes At aw ane ime. there are usualls a aumber of marajt-ve tagld based n

Shr a communities around the world

Grand A atollah Ruhollah Khomeini the founder of the istamic Republic of lran.
mimself a mornre taglnd developed in s writings the polncal concept of the absolute
suthotits of swhaiat-c higih or the leaderstup of the learned man wherebs overall political
authors les with the Lasder who must be a hols and prous man. as well as an expen m
Idamic Taw and a marnt  The concept of selinur-c kigrh was enshnned as pan of the

Y oastbeetined te 2 sttt b o a8 ses fus st thie lesl 8 gtdad v e a1

ke . WA My o Hhed

"RredT smneaty inernational June 1997
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Human Rights Viclations agamst Shia Relgrous Leaders and (hew Fallowers

Constituiion of the Islamic Republic of Iran adopted in 1979°. and Grand Ayatollah
Khomem became the first valr-ye fagih or Leader of the Isfamic Republic of lran, thereby
umiting absolute religious and political authority in Iran in one person for the first time for
centuries. Shortly before his death in 1989. Grand Ayatollah Khometn issued a directive
to amend the Constitution to separate these two functions on the grounds that there was no-
ane swuitable 10 succeed him who possessed the political qualities necessary to be the Leader
as well as bemng a marja  Although this amendment had not been passed at the ime of
Grand Ayatollah Khomeini's death. the then President, Sayed Ali Khamenes, who was only

a Hogatoleslam at the time. but who was swiftly elevated to the rank of Ayatollah, was
elected to the position of Leader by the 80-strong Assembly of Experts. The amendment®

was ratified later in July 1989 in a referendum which also confirmed Ayatollah Khamenei's

appomtment as Leader

Na: all other senior religious figures necessanly agreed with the concept of wiayar-¢
fagh or in the way it was implemented. Other government policies, including the eight-year
war with Irag and human nights violations by the authonties, have also met with opposition
This has led to divisions between certain sectors of the religious hierarchy i lran. The
appointment of Ayatoliah Sayed Ali Khamenei as Grand Ayatollah Khomeini's successor
did nothung to heal these divisions. Although now the current Leader with supreme political
authonty, Avatollah Khamener did not meet with the approval of several more senior figures
in the religious hierarchy who regarded him as lacking religrous credentials at the time of
his appomtment. Since then he has on several occasions sought the endorsement of all other
sensor Iranian religious figures (and at times of Shi’a leaders outside Iran) as being the most
senuor religious figure in Iran or i Shi'a Islam  whose rulings would be binding on all
others. including other masyas  Such suppon has not been forthcoming from all quarters,

It 1s within this contest that the human nghts violanions against religious leaders and thes

tollowers descnbed below have accurred

“Tiee onginal Constitution delmed the necessary qualitications tor the position of [eader as
11 The seholarstup and piety required for giving rulings and acting as sapza by Polincal and social
Vtetml, courage and adequate capacity and admunistrative shality for Ladersiun

’

*In this amendment, while the requirement of being a marya was deopped, the political
pewers ol the Leader were grestly enhanced  They include  defiming the general policies of the state
per s of the peopet execution of policies resalving duferences between the three hranches of the
ate and regulation of therr relabons apd resniviny roblems unresalvable by conventional means
ol the Asvembls for Determuation of Exsgencies of the State (Afagmasve Tashkhs-< Mastahar.e¢

N

Amneir, intemational June 1947 Al indger MDE 1 V1897
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3. The Special Court for the € lergy’

The Special Court for the Clergy {/ Kidgah-¢ vizhe-ye Rouhaniyat) was established on the
basss of a lener from Grand Avatollah Khomewn dated 25 Khordad 1366 (15 June 1987)*
m-c Shar ) and Hopatoleslam Al Fallahian as

which appointed Ali Razimi as Judge (Hake

the Prosecutor for the Special Court for the Clergy The functions and scope of the new
coun were descnbed by Hoyatoleslam Fallzhian in a press interview published in several
newspapers on 7 July 1987 He stated that the court would “mvestigate crumes such as
counter-revolution, corruption. formcanon. unlawful acts. accusations which are
incompatthle with the status of the clergy. and all crimes commuted by “pseudo-clergy .
both i terms of the ugly acts they commut and the effect they have on the reputalion of the
clergy” The courts were (o be set up in Tehran. Mashhad, Tabnz and Shiraz. and later in

other ¢ihes as necessary

Following the issuance of this letter. work began on drafting legisiaton
erming the Prosecutors’ Offices and Special

relaung to the new court. The Regulations gov
Courts for the Clergy [the Regulations| were published in the Official Gazette of 7 October
1990, accompanied by a note dated 6 August 1990 from the Secretariat of the Leader to
Hogatoleslam val-moslemin Mohammadi-Reyshahn, the then Prosecutor of the Special
Court for the Clergy. The note stated

corning the orgamization of the Prosccutors
the Clergy. together with the scope of their

purisdiction and procedural regulations - which has heen sanctioned by the
emunent Leader - 15 seni [0 you to take the necessary aclion. The emnent

teader prescribed the followng 4 hottom of the text of the laws

© A copy of the Law con
()ffices amd Special Canet for

“The word chergy 15 bemng used ere to tratslate thie Fars woed Rouhamval ™ of the

st et oy o thie Tel)Eonss v sten i iram
o sourees suggesiad 31 1w tme hat Juspite official demals the Lount was established i
(et Lot Mehdn Hashemt o clerie and the Brodice o 3 winsin-law of Licand Anvatollah Montezer
e e desumated suceessor 1o Cirand As dtollah Khiment He was~aud to have been formerhy
e died iy e World Liberation Mosement sepomedly i olved i “espocing the 1slamc
Mevolian He way heliesed 1o have bear involsdd in leahing news o Iramian-t 'S contacts in LSO
v i bt Pecartie Ky as the fran-Contea scamdal 1 the Lned Statesi whneh was haghly
chanassing U the framan leadershup at the tine  He was amested amd mande 3 televiged conlesson 1o
His tnal whach

Craber oF criemes ineluding murder Lidnoppunyg atd  absdoging foreign relations
ik place m August 1987wk one of the fira (o ke place betore the new special Lourt for the

Wi e s accuaat o beimg ettt willctuad and commupt o eanh was sentenced to

Jenh and esecuted

31 ndee VLE *11837 Amnesly intemational June 1997
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In the name of the Almighty The [procedures stpulated] for the
Prosecutors Offices and Special Court for the Clergy are hereby
approved May the Almighty grant you success. {4 Mordad [366
(5 August 1990) "

When laws which have been considered in the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majles),
Iran's parliament, are published in the Official Gazette, the date of approval in the Majles
is stated It 15 clear from the above. therefore, that this law was never considered by the
Males. an indication of the power the Leader has to pass legislation This court also
operated from June 1987 unul October 1990 before becoming established in law. in

violation of intemational standards for far tnal.

Under Asticle | of the Regulations. the court s under the supreme supervision of the
Leader, who also appotnts the Chiefl Prosecutor (Asticle 3) and the Judge of the First Branch
of the court (Hakem-¢ Shar ') (Article 10) Other judges are appomted with the consent of
the Leader (Article |1) The competence of the Court is defined in Article 13 as: |

a) all general offences commutted by ciencs
b) all acts which are incompanble with the status of the clergy
c) all local disputes which can undermine public secunity when one of the parues to the

dispute 15 a clenc
d) all affairs which the eminent Leader has assigned the special courts (o deal with.

The last clause means that. theoretically. the corr petence of the court is unlimited, as the
Leader who has absolute authonty, can choose to assign any case to the courts. Cnmunal
and civil cases against clencs should usually be tried 1n criminal or civil courts, unless the
Chsef Prosecutor decides that the Special Court for the Clergy ts more suitable (Article 14)

Article |5 then states that other prosecutors offices are not allowed 1o investigate and
prosecute cases relaung to the clergy over which it has been decided they have no
junsdiction. without special permission  However. non-clergy may also be tried before the
court. under Arucle 3§ wiuch allows the prosecution of partners, accomphces and associates
of clencs also charged before the coun

Under Article 26, the Prosecutors Offices of the Special Coun for the Clergy have.
amang other things. the responsibility for

prosecuting those accused

issuing search and arrest warrants

issuing charge sheets
carnang oul the rulings (ahkam) of the court

According o Articles 21-23. the police are requirad to undenake the necessary law
enforcement in relation 10 cases before the Special Coun for the Clergy  Howeser. Article

aAmtresly inlernanonal June 1997 alindey MOE 131807
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zed (o take independent action fo employ

he verdicts and sentences of the court
ons, usually

25 supulates that the Prosecutors” Office 15 authon
individuals 1o carn out invesugalion and execute |
This may explain reports that the Special Court for the Clergy has its own pns
in the courthouse, and its own secunty forces who cary oul arvests and nterrogate
prisoners. who are responsible directly to the Leader outside the ordinary law enforcement

framework

Furthermore, Article 34 states that [w/rits and warranis sued ore final after
receiving the approvel of the prosecutor and shall be conveyed (o the defendant
immediately”  This would appear to imply that a detention warrant, which may be 1ssued
in circumstances defined n Artcle 35 (including broadly defined categones such as

counter-revolutionary crimes * and instances where the freedom of the accused may
cause corruption, such as violaton of the honour and integrity of the [political] system and
the clergy ) could not be challenged by the defendant. or be subject to any kind of judicial
review. This raises the prospect of possible long-term pre-inal detention or detention
without (nal of prisoners of conscience and politcal pnsoners, without allowing them
recourse to safeguards such a. Aaheas corpus or amparo, ot simi'ar mechamsms, in clear
violation of the most basic international human nghts standards. [t also appears to be bome
out in practice. as Amnesty Intemational has received reports of detention without trial by
the Special Court for the Clergy of peniods of over |8 months of people who may be

pnsoners of conscience

Offences which may be dealt with by the court are very broadly defined in Article
I% as “anv act or fadure to carry out an act which according 1o the law or the tenets of
religrons law 18 cither pumishable or otherwise necessitates correcivwe and reformative
steps © A note appended clanfies this luither, staung that “For the members of the
clerwal community, acts which by norm and conventton cause damage (o the thlegrity of the
clergy and the Islamic Revolution shall be considered as a crime ™ The application of this
article would appear to allow peaceful poliical opposttion to the goyemment by clencs

being considered as a cnme

Altwugh Artecle 35 apecificaliv mientivis  wounter-revolulionars criies” as one ol the
it ances whient 3 detention warrant mas be issued  counler-revolutionary cnmes  are not defined 34
it the Penal Uode w el woukd Sppede i give 3w ide scope ta the possible detention of suspects
| tames which might be cunsidered a5 counter (esolutionary appear fo be covered hy Arucles 133 10
[ %% 0t the Penal Conde which refer 10 the commie of mokareheh (heing al enmity with Crod) and ofsaud fil-
fem (carmuption on sank ) which meludes attenipts t overthrow the Government by torce and use of
it bt tems or disturb public sy s freduentls punished by execution Agticles 49%
02 o e Venal Code deal with crmbes against the internal and external sz¢unty of the country
seteral of e articles and eight othets gl im the section dealing with T sirar pumshinents specily
PSR~ L PIF A s Tor crimes when (he detendant s not considered 1o be 3 moharch

4. rgec MOE 218737 Amnesty \ntarnational June 1937



Human Righls Violatons against Shi'a Rebgious Leaders and thow Followers

It 1& not clear to what extent verdicts and sentences from the Special Court for the
Clergy may be appealed Article 44 states that the verdicts are definite and binding uniess

the judge in the case realizes he committed an error

the Chief Prosecutor determunes that the verdict 1s contrary to “laws (gavanin) and

rulings (ahkam)"

the presiding judge did not have the competence (o deal with the case.

In at least the first and second instances. if 2 verdict 1s found to be wrong, the case may be
sent to the First Branch of the court for a re-tnal by a different judge. In the second
instance. if the dispute continues, the decision of the Chief Judge shall be final and binding
(unless. presumably, this judge realises that he committed an error). In commaon with other
courts in Iran, this could, in some cases. lead to a defendant being tned an unspecified
number of times for the same offence until a verdict is reached which is not challenged on
account of one of the three possibiliies above Although in 1993 a ne~ Law on Appeals
was introduced. which allows appeal agminst sentences of death, corporal pumshment, or
impnsonment for longer than six months issued by General, Revolutionary or Military

Courts. this Law does not mention the Special Court for the Clergy, nor does it designate

an Appeal Court for the Special Court for the Clergy. Therefore, there appears to be an

extremely limuted scope for review of verdicts by this court. and the defendant appears to

have no right to appeal 1o a higher inbunal for & review of his or her conviction and

sentence, in violation of international standards for fair tnal.

All the ndications are that this coun operates as a separate institubon outside the
normal judicisl framework  Article 45 of the Re, “-...ns stipulaic that “/ajil costs and
expenditures of the Prosecutor for the Special Court for the Clergy shall be forescen and
provided for as an independent organization (emphasis added), by a special budget”
Further ilustration of the extraordinary nature of this court 15 given by a debate in the
Majles on | January 1997 of a bill to regulate the employment of officials of the Special
Court for the Clergy. so that they are covered by (he State Employment Bill The Deputy
Minister of Justice in charge of legal and parliamentary affairs 1s quoted n the official

minutes as saying

The Prosecutors Offices amd Special Court for the Clergy. which were established
an the orders of the lare Imam  are il contimung thew work  Howewer. in view
f the ambiguary sirrounding the employment condittons of some of their personnel
the government has submutied to the esteemed Mayles a bill in this connection. The
personnel working for this part of the arganization. whick of course is not affiliated
to the judiciary (emphasis added) but nonctheless constitutes an ennty which has
Aven established on the orders of the late Imam  and stll continues its work. do
not enjoy a vicar emplovment starus

Amnasiy Infernabonal Jure 1507 Al index MDE 13/18/97
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The estraordinan nature of (his court violates infemational human nghts standards i?n_.
provide the right for people to be tried by ordinary courts using established judicial

procedures

Defendants before the Special Court for the Clergy are also liruted to representalion
chosen from among “a number of competent clergymen” designaled by the court dﬁ_u
also appears to be no requirement for the representative o be a legally qualified lawyer
Furthermare. there are persistent reports that, despite legislation and constifutional
gusrantees stipulating that all defendants should have the nght to a lawyer, in pracuce
people tried before the Special Court for the Clergy are rarely, if ever. granted access (0 8
lawyer of their choice, further violating human nights standards. The Special Coun for the
Clergy can. »n common with other courts i lran, sentence people to cruel pumshments such

as flogging. or death.

4. Violations against leaders and their followers

There have been persisient reports of human nghts violations against religious leaders
opposed to govemnment policies and their followers, although for many years, detaled
information about these violations was difficult 1o obtain. The scaraity of informanon was
esacerbated by the secrecy surrounding many of the procedures in use, as well as the refusal
of the franian authonties to allow independent human nights monitors unhindered access to
the country  For example, Amnesty Intemational has not been permitted to visst Iran for fact
finding. tnal observation, or government talks since 1979 The UN Special Representauve
on the Istamic Republic of Iran was dented access uaiween 1991 and 1996 and currently

does not have access

Violations reported include the house arrest of senior rehgious leaders, detention
without tr1al and unfair trals of their relatives and followers. and torture and ili-treatment
(including cruel punishments such as flogging) There has also been a pattern of actions
taken aganst institutions such as schools or chantable orgamizations run by these leaders,
for enample closure and confiscanton  In some cases, newspapers which have pnnted
articles percersed 1o support these leaders have been closed down, and on occasions thewr
editors have been arrested and ried

Fow coaerns shaul PEOL sy I Jogess 10 lawyers .ﬂﬂ-g.aﬁ \or &P-mﬂ%—ﬂ* &Oﬁﬂ 5‘
Pl ot b e L et e Leane ! wfr uls of political deranees, | Al lndex MDE 1 3/1542)

* Hass UOE T ¥1E5T Amnesty International June 1997
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4.1 House arrest of Shi'a religious leaders

One of the first promuinent Shi'a religious leaders believed to 3
have been placed under house arrest in connection with his J
opposition fo the govemment was Grand Ayatollah
Mohammad Tabher Al Shubayr Khaghani, who died in the late
1980s. An ethnic Arab from Khuzestan province in Southwest
Iran. he was viewed by many of the Arab population there as 2
their religious leader. After the establishment of the Islamic ~ % .
Republic of Iran, he supported certain political, economic and .
cultural nghts for the Arab populanon of lran In July 1979,
following clashes between his supporters and members of the  Grand >w§ RBI.
Revoluuonary Guards, and a senes of bomb attacks, mostly Sharistmadari
agar~3t oil installations. bv Arab opposition groups. which he

strongly denounced, Grand Ayatollah Khaghani's house in Khorramecahr. was nitacked by
Revolutionary Guards He was taken away and eventually amved in Qom. Government
officials are reported (0 have sud that he was there for “lalks with religious leaders”
According to other sources. he was placed under “unofficial house arrest”. For example,
Grand Ayatollah Shanatmadan. in an interview published in January 1980, replying 1o a
question as 1o whether Grand Avatollah Khagham was stll in Qom said,

‘Yex. he s here. and he 1x not allowed visitors. He is my [riend. [ tried 1o see him
once. hut was unsuccessful. but | will trv to see him soon. because he is not going
10 he allowed out  He wants (o keep quie; o they will not hurt him. But what will
happen to him. CGod only knows™ "'

Grand Ayatollah Kazem Shariatmadan himself was also later placed under house
arrest. With many followers among the Azen population of northwest lran, he had been an
imporiant figure in the religious oppositon duning the penod under the former Shah. Grand
Avatollah Shanatmadan had opposed Article 110 of the lraman Constitution, passed in
December 1979, which created the post of vali-pe faqih, apparently claiming that o
contradicted the concept of the nauonal sovereigntv of the people”. also expressed in the
Constitution  He was also reporied 1o have repeatedly staled that the clergy should not
paricipate in the political runming of the countn

In December 1979 wwest broke out in Tabriz after Grand Avatollzh Shanatimadan s
house in Qom was attacked reportedis by supponers of Grand Avatoliah Khomewm,
apparently on account of s objections to the Consutution At least two of his supponers
were reportedh Nilled The unrest continued untl January (980 1t was at about this ime

Fiwe Aahidie o Jaaaes | N
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shat Grand Asatollah Shanaimadan was reported to have been placed under house arrest
In 19%2 he achnowledged on television (reportedis after the arrest of relatves including his
pregnant daughter and rwo sons-m-law ) of hayving been anare of a coup plot in which Sadeq
Qotbzadeh. a former Foreign Mimister was implicated Ahmad Abbasi, the Grand
Avatollah’s son-mn-law. was also tried in the same case and sentenced to eight months

imprisonment and ten years” house arrest  Sadeq Qotbzadeh. and up to 70 army officers.
were later executed ' Grand Avatollah Shanatmadan died in June 1986 His supporters
were prevented from holding a public funeral and he was buned secretly in the middle of
the night in a remote place

These events led Grand Avatollah Mohammad Reza Golpaygant (o wrile the
following to Grand Avatollah Khomem

the true arhutrauon of [the grarrel] between Your Excellency
and Ayatollah Sharwatmadary .. 15 i1, the hands of Almighty
Ciod | deem i necessary (0 ¢xpress my intense regrer over the
events of the hurial. which has occurred without the, required
ceremones and paving of respects amd the covert burial [of his
hodv| tn an wnswnahle place | expect now thar vou will
personally provide recompense . for the insulis which have
been directed ar him and his posiion as marja-ye tagid "

At least three other Grand Avatollahs have reportediy
been placed under “unofficial™ house arrest Grand Ayatollah
Sayed Hassan Tabataba'i-Qomi 15 also reportedly cntcal of
the concept of wlavat< fagrh and w1985 opposed the
Geand Asatollah Sayed  conunuation of the war with Irag which reportedly led 1o tus
Hastan Tabutaba'i-Qomi  house beng invaded by angry hezholiais””  He s also sud 1o

Svsaiiiphs Lomtlenipen s Arcliidas 0 G 1IN0
Sew ety ety il Maoywad ok
word 1y S e Ak . T T LR L A LSS Bl L] YR (VTR
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heart disease

in such rtes. mcluding arrests and impnsonment of large
numbers of people. and the exile beaungs, and reported
hillings of some He also complained that he had been held
under house arrest for more than 10 vears. and complai_.zd of
insults which he said had been directed aganst high-ranking
religious figures and which had been broadcast by the state-
controlled media

Grand Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri. atl one time
the declared successor 1o Grand Avatollah Khomeim. was
openlv cntical of the mass executions of poliical pnsoners
which began \n 1988  There are also reporis that he did not
support Grand Avatollah Khomeiny's fama aganst Salman
Rushdi Following this oppositon, and his links 10 Mehdi

Grand Ayatollah Hossein
Ali Montazeri

have crticised the authonties  behaviour over the bunal of
Grand Avatollsh Shanatmadan and 1s reported (o have been held
under house arrest in Mashhad for more than |3 years, where he
remains He 1s said to be denied access to medical treatment for

Grand Ayatollah Sayed Mohammed Sadeq Rouhani
has also been heid under house arrest in Qom for more than (2
vears He is also opposed to the concept of velayat-¢ fagih and
‘ to certun govemment policies, about which he has wnitten a
number of open letters For example in. 1989 when the
Grand Aystolish Sayed Constitution was about to be amended. he wrote a letter thai
Mohammaed Sadeq  advocated limiting the power of the Leader so that the position
Rochani could not be abused: allowing the investigation of misconuct by
the Leader. non-appomtment of members of the Assembly of
Experts (o prevent their being manipulated by the Leader. and advocating that the people
be given the right to cnticise and protest Most recently, he came under pressure from the
authonties in mud-1995 afler he wrote an open letter to President Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjans. in which he cnuicized restncuons on traditional religious nites dunng the
mouming period of Ashura™. and human nghts violations aganst those who participated

Hashemi {see above) he was replaced as successor. and told by Grand Ayatollah Khome:mn
10 clean hus house of those who “pretend 10 be Mushims while they are not” Swince then

er carmy ot thert dun s comment« ol od the Brehombung ot a publishiung house. which had
pabiishicsd s Sk semie Jdecowad e sl e stinties e nof kaowi i hase raken any action
sitaniant Hezhodlade sembers Believed Lo lave cannad onit 3¢ty of smdcnce
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there have been repeated repons that he has been held under “unofficial house arrest.

although 1t 15 not clear if he 15 currently so restnicied

in February 1993. Amnesty [ntemational wrote (o the Iranian authonties following
reports that Grand Ayatoliah Montazen and about five of his associates and relatives had
been arrested 1n the wake of a critical statement Grand Ayatoliah Montazen made agansi
Avatollsh Khamene:, the Leader of the Islamic Republic (see below) and that they remained
detained or subject to house arrest or similar physical restnctions Amnesty Intemnational
sought clanfication of the legal siuation of all of those concemed and the precise reasons
for any measures taken against them [t urged that they be immediately and unconditionally
released (f held solely for the non-violent expression of their conscientiously held beliefs
In response. the Iraman Embassv in London stated that ~His Holiness [Grand Ayatollah .
Montazer: | and the [five] athers  like ather [raman citizens, are campletely free and live

under no restriction in the Islamie Republic of lran”

In August 1995, Amnesty Internatonal sought clanficaton from the lraman
authonties about Grand Avatollah Rouham s statement that he had been held &&2 house
arrest for more than 10 vears. and about other reports thal Grand Ayatollah Tabataba't Qomi

and Grand Avatollzh Montazen were also subject (o simular restricions.

rand Ayatollah

Amnesty Intemational has further expressed concem al reports that G
for a stomach

Rouham has been refused permission 1o see 3 doctor o provide treaiment
ulcer Amnesty Intemational had recerved no response 1o any of these concems at the ime

of wnung in Apnl 1997

4.2 Arvests and torture ol Ayatoliah Mahdavi-Damaghani

Ayatollah Mahdavi-Damaghani ts reporied 10 have been arrested several bmes, apparently .
for opposition 1o the authorittes  The first ume was said 10 have been in the mid-1980s
following the death of Grand Avatollah Abdullah Shirazs in Mashhad He is reported 1
hase said following his release that when he was arrested. he was taken 10 a room by the
ecunt forces where he wis punched and kiched by about 12 people before bamng released

He was teponediy arrested again in the garly 194905 and held for some ime alone
with several other people one of whom 15 reported to have been named Hoyjatolesiam val

’
maoslemin Fasin
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4.3 Detention of Grand Ayatoliah Ya'sub al-Din Rastgan

Grand Ayatollah Ya'sub al-Din Rastgari', in his 70s, was close o the late Grand
Ayatollah Shariatmadan. Grand Ayatollsh Rastgani is sad o have been cntical of
governmental interference wath the religious nsitutions n Qom, and of the functions of the
Special Count for the Clergy Grand Ayatollah Ya'sub al-Din Rastgan has been arrested
several times apparently in connection with activities related to s opposition fo
government policies Amnesty Intemational has been unable to obtan details of all his
arrests. However. he was reportediy arrested after holding a mouming ceremony for the
late Grand Ayatollah Shanatmadan shortly after the latter’s death, and sentenced (o two-
and-a-half years' imprisonment, apparently on charges relating (o support for Grand

Ayatollsh Shaniatmadari and opposition to the govemment. He was also reportedly arrested

in about 1994 and sentenced to one year's imprisonment. possibly on charges of having

performed a public prayer without the requisite permission from the authorities. He is said

1o have denied this in an open letter wniten after his release

Grand Ayatollsh Rastgan was arested again in late February 1996, when secunty
forces came to his house in Qom  Some of his possessions were aiso said (o have been
serzed at the time of his arrest  He was held in incommunicado detention reportedly mainly
in Tawhid and Evin Prisons in Tehran until about July 1996, when he reportedly received

a family wisit for the first tme At about the same tme,
unconfirmed reports suggested that he was transferred 10 a
hospital in Tehran, where he received treatment for ailments said
to have resulted from, or to be exacerbate: by, torture.
Unconfirmed reports suggested that in about August 1996 he
was sentencad to three years  imprisonment after a summary trial
lasting only a few minutes. in which he had no access to a lawyer

and was not allowed to defend himself -

In November 1996, some members of the Amnesty
Intemational Urgent Action Network, who had wntten to the
Iranian authonnes about Grand Avatollah Rasigan, received a
letter from the lransan Embassy in Canada (see Appendix A) Grand Ayatollah Ya'wub
which stated that he had been “arrested for miinforming (sic) al-Din Rastpani
and activities agamst the securiry and public order of the
country First he was sentenced 1o wen years of supervised residence inside Iran and was
pardoncd and released later  Again he commutted the same crimes and was convicied (o five
veary wpervised scitiement in Yazxd He escaped from his residence without
anthorization  Therefore he was sentenced to two vears imprisonment and he will stay unal

He ps repnonted o base Jinmed the rank o4 Cirand Asstalial in recent vears
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the termination of his cumviction ferm - Other sources cluse 1o the Grand Avatollah are
reported to have demied that he had previously been sentenced to peniods of supervised

residence. or to internal exiie

Girand Ayatolish Rastgan was reporiedly released carly from prison on 21 December
196, and was sad o have immediately been placed under house arrest in Qom. The terms

of his release are not known (o Amnesty International

The charges agunst Grand Ayatollah Rastgari referred to in the letter from the
tranian Embassv in Canada are vern imprecise  Amnesty International believes that he 15
very likelv to be a pnsoner of conscience. held under house arrest solely on account of hus
non-violent activities or beliefs 1f so. all restnctions on him should be lifted immediatels
and unconditionally Otherwise, 1f his restriction relates to his prison sentence, his case
should be reviewed with the aim of ensuring he recewves a fair trial, if he is not o be
released In any event, he should be granted immediate and regular access to a doctor of his
chosce. in order to recetve treatment for hus mlments, which are reported to include diabetes

and hean disease

Amnesty Intemauonal 1s further concerned at reports that Grand Ayatollah Rastgan
has been tortured while in detention  These allegations should be immediately investigated
in an independent mvestigation, the methods and findings of which should be made public
Anvone found responsible for abuses should be brought to jusuce and compensation

provided
1.4 Detention, torture, unfair trials and cxecutions of followers of religious leaders

Relatves and followers of religious leaders have also been subjecied to human nghts
violauons ofien apparenthy in an altempt to pul pressure on the leaders to support the

governmenl or al least 1o mute their oppossiion

44,1, Followers of Grand Ayatollah Montazeri

From time 10 ime. relatives and supponers of Grand Avatollah Montazen have been
arrested  Some have reportediv been executed  For example. in late (988, 1t was reported
that at least 240 supponters of Grand Asatollah Montazen had been arrested in the preceding
months. at least |2 of whom were executed  The Special Court for the Clergy apparently
canfirmed that six members of the clergy were among nine people executed after conviction
of corruption  Some officials clumed that all those arrested had been asscoiated with
Mehdi Hashemi (see footnote X above) other sources denied this. and said that the reason

1ar Ihe arrests had been supporn for Grand Avato'lah Montazen
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In Apnl 1989, following the dismussal of Grand Avatollah Monlazen as successor
to Grand Avatoliah Khomewni, demonstrations reportedly broke out in vanous towns and
cittes  He was said to have urged his supporters not to demonstrate, as thus was perceived
as being “unislamic”. but shortly afterwards. his son, daughter and her husband were

reportediv arrested and held briefly

In late 1991, Hojjatolestam Hashemian. a deputy Speaker of the Mayles, was
reportedly summoned before the Special Court for the Clergy on suspicion of “conspinng
aganst the instructions of the Iman™ Salam newspaper reportedly stated that this followed
a meeting between Hopatoleslam Hashemian and Grand Avatollsh Montazen  Another
Mayles deputy. Morteza Alvin. reportedly defended the former, and stated-that the evidence
available suggested that the sole reason (or the summons related to the meeting with Grand

Ayatollah Montazen "

In February 1993. five relatives and supporters of Grand Ayatollah Montazen were
reportedly arrested in the wake of demonstrations agamst fum in Qom. Initial reports had
suggested that Grand Avatollah Montazen had also been arrested  He later denied this but
his office reportedly acknowledged the arrest of the other five, although this was denied by
the authonties (see above) The demonstranons were reportedhy sparked off by a cntical
statement Grand Avatollah Montazen made against Ayatolish Khamenes, the Leader of the
istamic Republic According to the official Iraman news agency, IRNA, a statement by an
official 11 Qom denied that Grand Avatollah Montazen or anyone linked to lum had been
arrested (see 4 | above) i also reportedly observed that it was “possible that roadblocks
previously erected hy the local muntcipality on a cuy street icoding to [Grand Ayatollah
Montazer: 5| residence and the consequent traffic congestion there had . led to rumours
to that cffece” In Apnl 1993, according 10 Salam newspaper. the Special Court for the
Ciergy banned the magazine Rah-c Maahed, said to support Grand Avatollah Montazen,
after 1t published statements by his ardes condemming the arrests in February.

In Apnl 1993, an official of the Special Count for the Clergy said that the houses of
Grand Avatollah Montazen s son-in-law. Hadi Hashem, and several others had been
searched following the arrest of five or siy alleged followers of Hadi Hashemi's brother,
Mehdi  The searches were said 1o hasve led to the seizure of five truckloads of leaflets
‘nsulting the Imam |Khometni| The official also ymphcated Grand Avatollah Montazen s
office in some of the alleged acnvites Amnesty International does not know whether anv
judicial proceedings ook place in connecunn with these events although o did recetve
unconfimmed reports in September 1993 the: Mahmoud Kheirollahi had been sentenced to
mine vears imprisonment and 70 {ashes by the Special Coun for the Clergy in isfahan after
comvction of charges of suppoming Mehdi Hashemi s group  The prosecutor was sad 1o

. 4 o
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have alteged that Mahmoud Kherrollahi had insulted officials and, after the removal of
Grand Asatollah Moniazerr from the leadership succession, had distnbuted books and
leaflets about Grand Ayatoliah Montazen Mahmoud Kherrollahi was alse said to have been
sentenced i 1992 10 st months intemal exile in Yazd on unknown charges which were

apparently refated to his support for Grand Ayatollah Montazen

in June 1993, there were reports that |50 supporters of Grand Ayatollah Monlazen
were arrested by Iranian secunty forces under the auspices of the Special Court for the
Clergy. and that 70 others had been prevented from travelling to Mecca to perform the Hay

(prlenimage) "’

In August 1993, there were reporis that Abbas Abdi. the editor of Salam, had been
arrested. after publication of reports cnical of the govemment, apparently including an
anicle in the newspaper alleging govemnimental oppasition (0 the hospuahization of Grand
Ayalolish Montazen in Tehran, rather than Qom. Amnesty Intemational sought clanfication
from the govemnment of his situation, including any charges against hum and also sought
Bucq!xxuEfigngﬁuﬁﬂmS-%BnSggoqg?i?
expressing concemn that he may be held as a pnsoner of conscience. No response was
received Abbas Abdi was reportedly ined m December 1993 beforé an [slamic
Revolutonary Court. apparently for offences “agunst national secunty™ and was sentenced
to mine vears imprnisonment and a suspended sentence of 40 lashes. ™

In March 1994 (here were unconfirmed reports of the arrest of several clencs sad
to be either supporters of Grand Avatoliah Montazeri. o of Grand Ayatoliah Mohammad
Rouhani the elder brother of Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Sadeq Rouhant. Thetr names
were reported as Sheikh Mohammad Rezs Mamaghani, Sheikh Hassan Aram, Sheikh
Safa Khatib, Sayed Abolghasem Mojtahed-zadeh and Ayatoliah Misbah There was
speculation that the arrests were connected 1o opposiion (o an attempt by Avatollah
Khamenet (0 have himself recognized as a Grand Ayatollah by ordenng that Ramadan
should end for all Muslims on one parucular dav At the tme it was unclear 3s 10 who
should be regarded as the most senior marja followwng the death of Grand Ayatoliah
Golpavgani i late 1993 The fate of those reportedly arrested 15 unknown o Amnesty
International

At least nme followers of Grand Avatollah Montazen were sud (o have been
arrested i October 1994 reportediv on charges of inciting unrest  They were said to have
been distnbuting copres of an open letier wntten by Grand Avatollah Montazen. which
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reportedly contained cricisms of the authonties = Their fate 15 unknown (0 Amnesty
International

While Amnesty Intemnational is aware that Mehdi Hashermi was coavicted of
extremely violent offences. and that it has been alleged that some of Grand Ayatollah
Montazeri's followers have supported Mehdi Hashemi. the organization notes that the
accusations i?Qng.orucogtct_&ggas!gB&ng
Khomeini™) i many cases do not in themselves appear to contain any use or advocacy of
violence 1t thus fears that some or all of these people may have been arrested and detained
un connection with the non-violent expression of their political or religious beliefs. Any
follower of Grand Avatollah Montazen who remains detained or imprisoned solely on
account of his non-violent political or religious activities related to Grand Avyatollah
Montazeri should be released immediately and unconditionally. Any others imprisoned
after unfair vals should have their cases reviewed with the aim of ensunng that they receive
a fair trial if they are not to be released In addition. the organizalion opposes the death
uﬂiaiguglgﬁuﬁsaaonu!w,:&nﬂa. Anyone sentenced to death or
1o flogging shouid have thewr sentences commuted.

4.4.2. Followers of Grand Ayatollah Sayed Mohammad Sadeq Rouhani

Following Grand Avatollah Rouhani’s June 1995 open letter to President Hashemi
Rafsanjan criticizing governmental actions (see above). secunty forces ruded Grand
Avatoliah Rouhani’s house in Qom. reporiedly on 17 July 1995 They seized some papers
and arrested his voungest son. Javad. then aged about 26. who had health problems relating
10 an earlier accident  Sayed Javad Rouhani was held in incommunicado detention until
mid-September 1995. when he was allowed to meet a member of hus family. He reportediy
said that he had been sentenced to three years  impnsonment, later reduced to one year
According to the raman Embassy in Canada (see Appendix B), the charges included
“mustnformation, agitation and handing over information to strangers and terrorist groups ™
However. |l provides no information about the specific activities he was alleged (o have
carned out  This letter also states that he was ined and convicted on 16 July 1995, which
15 the dav before Saved Javad Rouhani was reportedly arrested. Sayed Javad Rouhani was
also reported to have been denied his nght 10 a defence lawyer  Amnesty Intemauanal
believes Saved Javad Rouham s tnal was unfur and that he may have been a pnsoner of
conscience. held solelv on account of hus father s oppozition to the govemment

Mo thie et Crand Avaollah Montazeri s saed W have indieectiv refened (o a letter of
kst sigmed by 31 peupte. saving that the curvent puvernment had “recklessly squanderad the capital
of goesd wll which the revolution had garierad vbce s iception  He also warned against
guovenutental e terence el attan
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On | August '3, at least 25 supporters of Grand Ayatollah Rouhan were also
reporiedly arrested when they gathered outside (o protest agunst the measures taken aganst
the Grand Ayatollah and s fammly Despite repeatedly asking the lranian authonties for
clanficaton of thesr fate. Amnesty International has
received no further news of them If any followers of
Grand Ayatollah Rouhani are sull detained, wnformation
should be provided as (o thewr precise legal status,
including any charges agminst them.  Anyone held solely
for his non-violent support for Grand Ayatollsh Rouham
should be released immediately and uncondittonally

4.4, Followers of Grand Ayatollah Sayed Mohammad
Shirazi

Grand Ayatollzh Sav+d Mohammad Shirazi, bom in Najal.
lraq, comes from a family of well-known marjas and
rehgious scholars of [ranian ongin. He left lraq for Kuwait
in 1971 1o escape persecution by the Iraqi Govemment
Grand Ayatoltah Sayed He then moved to Qom in fran in 1979 after the
Mohammad Shirazni establishment of the Islamic Republic ~ With many
followers outside Iran, Grand Ayatollah Shirazi has
maintamed a stance of non-invoivement in Iraman political affurs  However, he reporiedly
refused to accept that Avatollah Khamenes was a mojtahed when the latter became the
current Leader and has since reportediy refused to recognize Ayatollah Khamene: as the
most eminent marja-ve tagid in Shi'a Islam or even as a Grand Ayatollah

QOver the vears, reports indicate that hundreds, if not thousands, of his supporters and
relatives have suffered harassment, and scores. if not hundreds. have been arrested, seme
on more than one occasion Many have reportedly been tortured. Some were released
without charge. whereas others were sentenced 10 prison terms after unfair trials, believed
for the most part to have taken place before the Special Court for the Clergy. Some of these
cases from recent years are outhined below

Hojjatolestam Sheikh Makki Akhound marned with three children, was arrested
n the first half of 1994 i1n Isfahan reponediy without an arrest warrant  He was sad 10 have
been tortured dunng his imtial incommunicado detention which 18 believed 10 have lasted
about st months  He was later tned before the Special Count for the Clergy. on charges
which apparently related 1o having connections with. and supporting the views of, Grand
Avatollah Shirazr He was teporiedhs sentenced to three vears impnsonment and 75 lashes
r.: is said 1o have had no access to 2 lawver since hus arrest  In early 1996 he was moved
from Saheli pngon in Qom (o 4 prison clinie in Khorramabad (said to hold psychologcally
disturbed patents), making v more difficult for hus family to visit hum and reportedly
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Hojjntolesinm Sheikh
Makkl Akhound

increasing his sense of solation. Shekh Makki Akhound
reportedly suffers from vanous miments, inciuding ulcers,
heart disease, lugh blood pressure and nervous problems and
was apparently not granted access to a doctor of his choice
during his detention, In December
1996 he was released carly from pnson.  Amnesty
international members around the world had sent mass appeals
on his behalf (o the lranian authonities. ™

Up to |13 others were also arrested at around the same
time in 1994, reportedly including Sheikh Makki Akhound’s
father. Abdolamir; his uncle Abdolrasoul (who is also his
father-in-law). two of his brothers, seven cousins. his wafe.
and a sister-in-law  They were all held in solitary confinement

for some «.me™’, before being released. apparently without charge

Hojjatolestam Sheikh Ja'far Ghani, an [lrag
national, was arrested on 30 September 1995, and was
reportedly held in incommunicado detention until early 1996
Afler a inal before the Special Court for the Clergy, he was
sentencad to |5 months’ impnsonment, but was released early
in mid-1996  According to 2 March 1996 response from the
raman Embassy in London (see Appendix C). he was
convicted of offences including . travelling 1/'sgally and
repeatcdly to foreign countries such as Iraq. . forging 1D
cards with Afghan dennty and also forging Afghan
passports. .membership of the tllegal organizanon of Sayed
Morteza Shirazt:  |andjdisserunating lies and rumours
Sources close to the Grand Ayatoliah have denied that he was
involved n forgery, or that he went to Iraq illegally, arguing
that as an lragi national, he was allowed to travel there

ee Ammesty Intemational News June 19%,
Somiis! oof The miem WeTe 1o mediy held for | LR ey

e somy o Sapand Nvaneiials Sharas

Amnesty 'rlernational ,une 'S5

Hojjztolesiam Sheilch
Ja'far Ghanl

Al index MDE 121897



"
)

Human Rights Viosatons aganst Sha Redgous (8aders and their Foliowaers

Hojjatolesiam Hojjatolesiam val Hojjatoleslzm Hojjatoleslam val @
Mubhammad Saleh moslemin ‘Abdolrahman metlemin Sayed
Hedzyatd Mohammad Taqi Ha'erd ‘Abdolrasoul
Dhakori Munawi

His arrest was followed by that of Hojjatoleslam Muhammad Saleh .:a-u-a on
17 October 1995 He was later reporiedly sentenced (o two years' impnsonment and banned
from wearing the clothing of a clenc™, apparently in connection with his association with
Grand Ayatollsh Shurazy  The scale of arrests increased on | | November 1995, when ten
men, all prominent religious figures or businessmen kiown to be close to Grand Ayatoliah
Shirazi, were asrested, reportedly without arrest warrants by members of the secunty forces,
from their homes in Qom and Tehran They were Hojjatolesinm val moslemin
Mohammad Taqi Dhakeri; Hojjatolesiam *Abdolrabman Ha'eri; Hojjatolesiam val
moslemin Sayed ‘Abdolrasoul Musawi; Hogjatoleslam val mosiemin Taleb Salehi;
Hojjatolesiam val mesiemin Mohammad Fxzel Mohammad al-Saffar; Hojjatoleslam
val moslemin Mohammad ‘Ali Ma'ash; Hojjatoleslam Fu'ad Fujian; Mohammad
Ghaffari; Hadi Dhakeri and lyad Fujian Most of them, and some of their relanives were
also reportedly beaten during the arrests, which took place at mght The wife of Sheikh
Mohammad al-Saffar reportedly had her hand broken, and the young son of Sheikh

Mohammad “All Ma ash was said to have sustained an eve injury from a gun butt Both
repartedly recerved hospital treatment for thesr injunes

o

On the followng dayv. 12 Nosember 1995, secunty torces reponiedly rded the
Marnvr Avatollah Saved Hassan Shiraa re

hewus school in Qom, arrestung approximately
| 20 students  Most were released

several hours later. but seven remained detained  Despue

repeated requests 10 the lraman Gosernment for clanficaton. thesr fate s unknown 10
Amnaesty Intemational
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Hojjatolesiam val Holjatoleslam val Hojjztolesiam val Hofjatoleziam Fu'ad
moslemin Takeb moslemin moskemin Fujian
Salehi Mohammud ai- Mohammad ‘Al
Saffar Ma"ash

e

Mohammad Ghaffani Hadi Dhakeri

iyad Fujlan

On 2| November, Hojjatslestam val mostemin Sayed
Mortexra Shirazi, the second son of Grand Avatollah Shiraz,
was arrested in Qom  Arrests continued i December and
January  Hojjatoleslam Sayed Abbas Musawl. who works in
the affice of Grand Avatellah Shirazi was detamed in Qomon 6
December 1995  He was later senicnced 10 six months’
impnsoament by the Special Court for the Clergy, aiso
apparenthy on account of hus association with Grand Avatollah
Shirazi The brothers Abhmad and Jalal Akhound (relatives of

Shethh Makki Akhound. see above) were arrested in Tehran in
early January 1990

Hojjatoleslam Suyed
Abbas Musawi

dmpedty Aenahonal June 1557
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Arrests ceased for almost six months. but started agan on [ June 1996 with the
artest of Hojjatoleslam Sayed Mehdi Shirazi, the fourth son of Grand Ayatollah Shirazn,
while in a car between Qom and Tehran On the same day
Hojjatoleslam ‘Ali Rumaythi, a member of Grand Ayatollah
Shirazs's staff, was arrested in Qom. On 20 June, Hojjatoleslam
- Sheikh Hossein Dhakeri (the brother of Sheikh Mohammad Taqi
* Dhakeni and Hadi Akhound Dhakeri), another member of Grand

>§&5w§.3§§§&o§§ On 20 or 21
Jusie, Hojjatoleslam val mosiemin Sheikh Azizollsh Hassani
.Aﬁ&uvo.:moviuusaﬁ in Tehran. Also in June, the wife of
Sayed Sadeg Fali. a follower of Grand Ayatoliah Shirazi said o
have been exiled to Iranshahr in 1995 by the Special Court for the
Clergy. was reportedly arrested in Qom following an argument
R with secunty forces surrounding an Islamic centre linked to

Hojjatolcsinig val Grand Ayatollah Shirazi, who are said to have beaten her in
moslemin Sayed Mortexs o, hlic  She was released on bail after a couple of days to awast

Shirasb trial before the Special Court for the Clergy Other members of
the Fali family, who also follow Grand Ayatollzh Shirazi, are
reported to have been arrested, tortured and some sentenced (o
PrISOn (ECMS in Previous years

in September 1996, Hojjatoleslam Sheikh Fazel Fazeli,

a follower of Grand Ayatollah Shirazi and a poet, was arrested
from tis home in Qom.  According to unconfirmed reports, he
was released shorth afterwards Several others were arrested on
14 and IS January 1997 They included Hojjatolesiam val
moslemin Sheikh Mohammad Amin Ghafoori, a well-known
religious figure and writer on Islamic themes, and his wife, and
Hojjatoleslam Sayed Hojjatoleslam val moslemin Sayed Hossein Fali who has
Mchdi Shirazi reportedlv been arrested several times before for association with
Grand Avatollzh Shirazi He 15 said to have been tortured dunng
his previous detentions and 1o have undergone surgery as a result  Unconfirmed reports
suggested that the latter three were all beaten dunng their arrests Reports from detention

have also indicated that they have been tontured duning their detention

Most of those listed above hase been released at vanous mes since Julv 1949
They nclude Hoypalotesiam val mosiemin Abdolrahman Ha en, Hopatoleslam val mosiemin
Saved Abdolrasoul Musawi. Hopatolestam Taleb Salehs. Hopatolesiam Mohammad "Al
Ma'ash, Ivad Fupan. Hojatoleslam Saved Abbas Musawa Ahmad and jalal Akhound
Shetkh Hossein Dhakert Al Rumavihi.  Hogjatoleslam Sheikh Azizollah Hassan.
/,.?,:..S:EE Chaffan. and Mohammad Fazel al-Saffar  Sayed Morneza Shirazi was released
for almost 48 hours between 2| and 23 Octlober. after which he was summoned back to
orison  He was released again on | Jasuars 1997 his vounger brother Sayed Mehdi had

= .nges MOc Y V857 Amnesty Intarnatonal June 1267
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been released a few dass ecarlier on 28 December 1996 Among those stll held are Sheikh
Mohammad Taqi Dhaken. Hadi Dhaken. Ivad Fujan. Shetkh Mohammad Amin Ghafoon,
and Hogatoleslam val moslermin Sayed Hossein Fali

Most if not all of those from Qom arrested in 1995 were transferred (o Tehran for
further interrogation  They were held in incommunicado detenhon, probably in Tawhid
Prison in Tehran until early 1996, when most received at least one family visit

During their detention, there have also been reports that most, «f not all of the
detainess referred to above. have been tortured  Methods are reported to include

¢ beatings on different parts of the body, including prolonged gnu on the soles
of the feet. sfter which the detainee 1s forced to walk on ijured feet

¢ n.w!daov::ao:5»:3028..5wna5a=83_83..5n..a2
3 buming with hot metal elements such as an iron, or hot liquids poured onto the body

® prolonged enforced standing (sometimes on one l¢g) including in the snow durnng
winler

¢ detention in extremely confined spaces

9 suspension by the hands. ankies or « ~ . L3d&y Pl from the caling and
occasionally from a celing fan which was rotated with beatings administered at the
same ume

+ exposure to heat and cold fer long penods

¢ the plucking of har from the beard or the head (which causes severe humiliation to
religious figures, as well as phyvsical pain)

¢ shackling the arms in contorted and panful positions. such as the nght arm behind
the right ear and the left arm behind the back. and shackied at the wnst

* prolonged sleep deprivauon. reporiedly up 10 16 days
¢ slectne shocks. including in the mouth
L] threatened execution by electrocunion atter telling the detainee 1o wrte his will and

anaching electrodes to the body

Amnasly -romytongi e 397 alinges MDE 1 V18797
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+ prolonyed blindfolding for up to 1wo months

¢ the plaving of extremely loud music of screams of other people apparently being
tortured

¢ stating that relatives of the detance have been arrested and threatenung (o torture
them

At least one. Sherkh ‘Al Maash. s reported to have required medical treatment after his

release as a result of torture. including for a toe on his night foot which was broken and left

untreated At least one of the detainees s reported to have severe bum marks on his arms

and neck, which is said 1o look like “a creased ptece of matenal”. There have also been | .
reports that detainees were demed access 10 medical treatment and given nappropnate \

treatment in prison for llnesses such as diabetes

Responses received by Amnesty International meriders or sections from Iraman
Embassy officials concerning | | of the detainees (see Appendix C) deny that they were “ili-
treated”, but give no information as to whether any nvestigation has been carnied oul into
the allegations of tonture of these and other detamees

The responses from [raman officials also outlined the main charges agamst the 11

detaunees referred to Among other charges. Saved Morteza Shiraz is accused of setting up

an Hlegal organization 10 pursue unlawful objectives such as disturbing public order. forgng

documents. dissemmnation of lies and rumours. insulting the country’s officials and

despaiching unauthonzed reports abroad Other accu. lons included disturbance of public

order and promotion of ghameh zam’. and making contacts with wanted cnminals resident

i foresgn countnes  The others were accused of a vanety of offences including membership

of Smved Morteza Shirazi’s organization; msults to the Leader of the Islamic Republic.

forgen . helping people (o leave the country dlegally, dissemination of lies and rumours. _ .
possession of llegal matenal. and insulung officials -

Amnesty Intemational recogmzes that activities such as forgery are cnminal
affences and that govemments have a night to bring peaple accused of such acts lo justice
However despite repeated requests for full detals of the charges against all the detanees
and the evidence aganst them. fhe ranian authonties have so far faled to provide such
mtormation  In addmion. in the Embassy responses, many of the charges are extremely
vaguelh worded and would appear 10 allow the possibility that those 50 accused are bewng
detained for what could be the non-violent expression of the mtematonally recognized

FAatinge ctseserlt sy shie herdd Wit 2 ante o aword 10 cause the likood 10 Nlow on the
i er<3e o e martrdon of b Hiossennn 3 religines custom in Sta 3 litam which has heen
peobihieied be Avarotlah Kliamenes
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tights to (reedom of beliefl. expression and association In the other cases, no informanon
at all has been provided by the framan authonties about the nature of the charges aganst the

detainees. In May 1996, newspaper reports suggested that Iranian officials were clarmung
behind the scenes that the reason for the arrest of Grand Ayatollah Shirazi’s followers was
thetr involvement in anti-govemment unrest in Bahrain, including forgery of documents and
passports * However, no public statement (o this effect has been made by Iranian officials,

and although forgery is mentioned in the lranian Embassy response of March 1996, the only
two foresgn countries mentioned among (he vanous charges are Iraq and Afghanistan

Amnesty Intemational therefore believes that the maun, if not the sole, reason for the
arrests of the followers and relatives of Grand Avatollah Shiraz: and the continved detention
of some of them, is their association with lum. and that these measures are intended to
pressunze the Grand Ayatoflah to change his views. If this s the case, then these detanees
!ougsongiéag%&.go&!&:&g&ag&v
Otherwise they should be charged with a recogmizably cnminal offence and promptly tned
in accordance with intemational standards for far trial. '

5. International Standards

5.1 House arrest
Article % 1) of the International Coyenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). to which
Iran 15 3 state party. states that

Everyone has the right to ltherty and securtiy of person. No one shall he subjected

1o arbutrary arrest or detention No one shall be deprived of lus Itherty except on
such grounds and in accordance with such procedurc as are established by law

Arucle % 3) of the ICCPR states that

Amvane arrested or detaned on a criminal charge shall be brought prompily
hetore a judge or other afficer autharized hy law to exercise judicial power and
Wl b entetded 1o teeal withun o reasonable ume or to release

The use of house arrest aganst indmiduals for the non-violent expression of their
miernananally guaranteed nghts constitutes arbitrary detention in violation of this amcie
If am of the Grand Asatollahs mentioned above or anvone else in Iran. is held under house
arrast of 15 olherwise restricted because of the non-violent expression of his or her beliefs

Phie b iraansdore 18 May |
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then those restrictions should be hifted immediately In addition. house arrest should not be
used 2$ 2 means of circumventing the judicial system. People restincted n this way who are
not prisoners of conscience and are suspected of recognizably cnmnal offences should be
charged and brought to trial promptly and farly before ordinary cOUrts using established
judicial procedures (which excludes the Special Court for the Clergy). or have those
restrictions lifted

S.2 Torture

The reports of torture described above, if confirmed. consulute grave violations of lran’s
responsibilities as a state party (o the ICCPR. Arucle 7 of which states that: “No one shall
he subjected to torewre or 1o cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. " Under
Article 9 of the UN Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to
Torture and Other Cruel. Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, “[w]herever
there 15 reasonable ground to helieve that an act of torture . has been committed ... |states
must| promptly proceed fo an impartial iivestigation even if there has been no formal
complaint " The UN Human Rights Commuttee has also -.ated in relstion to Article 7 of
the 1CCPR (cited above) that “/cjomplamns |about torture and ill-treatment] must be
invesugated prompily and impartaily by competent authorities.. - »®  Amnesty Intemational
therefore calls for a prompt. thorough and independent investigation in accordance with
these standards into all allegations of torture or ill-treatment. the methods and findings of
which should be made public  Anvone found responsible for abuses should be brought (0
justice Victims of torture and ill-treatment shouid be granted compensation

Amnestv Intemational also considers rudicial corporal punishments such as flogging

o consutute torture or cruel. inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment, both profubited

internationally  In support of this view. the UN Human Rights Commuttee has stated that
[ Tlhe prombition |of torture or cruel. inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment

it Article 7) must extemd to corporal pumishment. including, excesstve chastisement ordered
ax punishment for a crime ™ Both Special Rapporteurs on (orture have also taken this
posiion  Peter Kooymans. in hus 1986 report stated that '(‘orporal punishments as ‘lawful
vanctony under domestic faws may comiiee severe pain or wiffering  under internatonal
fra onseguently this kind of chastsement chould he revised 1n order (o prevent foriure
pariicularly ampuianons caning or fInging Y Nigel Rodley the subsequent Spectal
Rapponeur stated n 1993 Vo Ntate should be allowed to perform acts asa lawful sanction

“Vieneral Congtient Nov 20033 g Amicie Ty TN Doc COPRAC 21T Res LAY Y, page Y,
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wiich 1n any other foem are genceally condemned as a serious human rights wolanon %

He reiterated his position in 1997 saving he took the view that “corporal punishment ts
inconsistent with the prohhiuion of tortwre and other crucel, inhuman or degrading ireatment
ar pumishment enshrined. wnger alia, in the Vmiversal Declaration of Human Rights. the
International Covenant on (vl and Poliical Rights. the Declaration on the Protection of
All Persony from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Pumishment. "' This view was endorsed by the UN Commussion on Human

Right's Special Representative on the Islamic Republic of Iran, Maunce Copithome. who

sud he agreed with those who Jdo not aceept the argument that such [cruel and unusual|
punishments can be deemed lawpul vimply because they may have been authorized in a
procedurally legiimate manner ™ ;

5.3 Fair trial

Article 9(3) of the ICCPR (cited above) requires that anyone detmned on cnminal charges
has the right to be triéd within a reasonable ime or be released.  Arncle %(4) requires that
amvone deprived of liberty should have the nght to a judicial review of the lawfulness of tus
or her detention

Article 14 of the ICCPR lavs out the mumimum standards for a fair tnal. including
the night 1o a fair and public hearing by a competent. independent and impartial tnbunal
esiablished by law. 1o be informed promptly of any charges: to have adequate ime and
facilitses for the preparation of one's defence and 10 commumicate with a lawyer of one’s
own choosing. and in the case of conviction. tu have the night to a review by a higher
tnbunal of the conviction and sentence  In addivon. Principle $ of the UN Basic Pninciples
on the Independence of the Judiciary states “Everyane shall have the right to be tricd by
ardinary courts or trihunals using estahlished legal procedures. Tribunals that do not use
the duly extahblivhed peocedures of the legal provess shall not he created to displace the
mrisdiction helonging to the ordinary courts or judicial tribunals.™ Pnnciple 3 states that
the judiciary shall have the exclusive authonty to decide whether an issue submitted for its
decision 15 within its competence as defined by law In many of the cases outlined above.
some or all of these standards have been violated [ndeed. as shown above, the regulations
goserming the Special Coun for the Clergy are such that the court is inherently incapable of
meeting the mummum intemationally recogmised standards for far tnal

Sdwnent T EN PRI N Y
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6. Amnesty International’s Recommendations

Amnesty International 1s concemed by the patiemn of human nights violanons aganst senior
Irantan religious figures opposed (o governmeni policies. and therr followers, The [ranian

Government should take immediate steps fo end these violations by

¢ releasing all prisoners of conscience immediately and uncondionally, including
those held under house arrest solely for thetr non-violent activines or beliefs

¢ permiting immediate and regular access of all those detained to farmuly members,
lawyers of thewr choice and to independent doctors

¢ promptly brnnging all political prisoners currently detained (including any held
under house arrest) to tnal, 1n accordance with intemational standards for faur tnal
including access 10 a lawyer of the defendant’s choice or otherwise releasing them

or lifting the restnictions on them

¢ reviewing the convictions of anyone impnsoned after an unfair tnal, mcluding cases
where defendants were not granted access to a lawyer. with a view (o bringing them

to a farr tnai, or releasing them

¢ conducting ymmediate. thorough and independént invesugations inlo all allegations
of torture  The methods and findings of these invesugatons should be made pubhic
Anvone found 1o be responsible for abuses should be brought to justice

¢ commuting all death sentences and cruel corporal punishments such as flogging

. clanfying the fate of all those detained whose fate 1s unclear, including any charges
pending or of which thes have been convicied

¢ reviewing (he use of special courts such as the Special Count for the Clergy  Unless
the court 15 reformed 50 as to bnng law and practice into line wath international
standards for fair tnal. it should be abohished as imherently incapable of providing
the basic guarantees of due process which are any defendant’s fundamental nght

¢ compensating amone found o have been arbitranly detuned or 10 have been
subjected o torure o ill-treatmant

2 noes MOE "I18%° Amnesty infernational June 1997
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EMBASSY OF THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

OTTAWA Iy4f

IN THE NAME OF GOD

November |18, 1996
Dear Sir / Madam:

‘ Referring to your inquries regarding Mr Yassoub Aldin Rasstgan, the Embassy
would like to clarify that Mr. Rassigan was amested for misinforming and activitics

sgainst the secunity and public order of the country

First he was sentenced 10 ten years of supervised residence nside Iran and was
pardoned and released later

Again he commitied the same cnmes and was convicted to five vears supeniced

sertlement 1n Yazd (atown in a Central region of lran)

He escaped from hus residence without authonzation Therefore, he was sentenced
. 10 two years imprisonmant and he will stay unnl the termination of his conviction term

Best Regards,

N Public Relations

= \\\N.W \

245 Metcalfe St.. Ottawn, Ontario K2P 2K2 Canada Tel: (613) 2154726  Fax: (613) 232-5712






APPENDIX B e
Sy S o

EMBASSY OF THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

OTTAWA  [yL1

In th e Name of GOD

Apnl 1, 1996

Dear sir/ madam:

in Relerence to vour inquiry regarding Seied [+ a¢ Rounam, we mould like to maké the
following clanficauon:

Mr Rouhani was tried and convicted to one year prison term,’on 16 July 1995 by special
court of clergies for misinformation, agiation. and handing over informaton to the strangers and

lerronst groups
He was pardoned and released after < month impnsanment on § Uec 1995

Best Repards

Public Relauon

=

P \“.V

245 Metaife St Onawa. Ontano K2P 2RI Cunada  Tel (013) 2384726 Faxi(613) 2325712
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