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Commonwealth Office report rights in selected cauntries
2018 (sec (hapte’ Star

Preface by F3reign Secre:anyjeremy Hun individLal ctuntrjchaatersl

Countriet:

Three decades ago, the world stood an the brrnk at the tastest advance at human rights and Afgnanistan, Babrain,
democracy :n modern times tur ng the aralus mrrabilo ar 1989, the Iran Cuna:n unbleo betore Bangadeth. Bururd.. Central
our eyes and tie European countries seued their herty &°rican Republio Ch:ne,

Colombra. Congo. Oemocrat:c
Al thas moment, it seemed possible thai democtacy and liberal values wauld sweep the world sum Republic, trps. Eritrea, Iran,
enough, anather eleven cauntries would escape from dictatorship by 1999 lraq. Korea, Democratic

People’s Republic. Libya,
Gut from the vantage point ar today, we know the optimiam ar that era was mrsplaced Since the turn Maldives, Myanmar, Pakistan,
ar the millennium, the warldwidt advance ar human tlghts and democracy has slowed and, in saml Rustran Federation, Saudi
respects, gane mio reserse Freedom House reparted that 2015 was the 1 3th constcutive year ar Arabia, Samalia, South Sudan,
“global dccli nes n political rightt and civil ii berlies” Sri tanka, State ar Palesli ne,

Sudan, Syrian Arab Repubiic,
AlI this makes it even more impornant for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to strivt to uphald Turkmenrstan, Uchekistan,
the values that detne our country. Since becoming Forergn Secretary, I have launched a campaign to Venezuela, Yemtn, Zimbabwe
delend media (reedom and a review ar the KO lforeien and Commonwealth OffKers uuppart for
Christ,arw at, suFer peesecurron because ot their ta:th

9.

i there a one essertial qualrty ar an open soriety, :t is the freedom at journasts to hold the CvrYr’nw&alth 0” re

pcwerful to ac:ount ru :nout fear ar retribulion. Vet the ove’a!l picture is beak, 5i 2018, no less tha l’en’nou’:eIl t 539 bt,—:

99 journalisis were murdered around the world. accordrrg to the Umted watians M,other 343 were
OrIgInal intaled by goverrments and €0 ta’etn hottage Dy nar state groups.
bt•rs llwww ccv ‘jk’eavc’nn-e

rVoubIat’snt’jman.eichts.a
Ir, summer 2019, I wrj join my Canadian counterpar: to ham an international conference in Lor’on

nd-demacram-r,ccn 2Dt8huan media freedom Wc have decided that democratic rountties need to stand together to make it a
man’rrrhis’and’democtacv thetaboa to murder, arrest ar detain lournalists just tor darng thtir tabt,
-201 S-tteaien.afld ‘commonwe
alt h-nteice.reov 0 hIt os //vvw.Our alm is to thine a spctlight an abuses and rarse the Price for thote who would art to chance the

- .
- rav ut’eovemment/nublicaliomedia. We can only achiere tbrs ii cauntries with shared values work together.

nsftuman’rrrbrs.and-dtmorra
cy-re to olD t elbuman.rwht,.awas deeply djsturbed to learn that 215 million Christians faced peroecution in 2018, according to a nd.demoaacv’the-201 9-foreicstudy by the campaign group Open Doots, Christians (aced barassment mn 141 countries b 2016, nand commanwealth’nfrice-reaccarding to the Pew Research Centte, compared with 128 ii 2015.

I am nat convrnced that our effons have always been commensurate wrth the scale ar the problem Documenu type:
ar the emptral eurdence that Ch,ist.ar’a olten end’j’e the greatest buroen ar petlecusrol Wc mr-st Pe,iaarcal Repan
never allow a m;sguded serse al pttiral cot’enness to nhibit our et tzanse.

Language:
St i have asked Rt Rev’d Phirrp Mourstepher the Argtican Ginbop al Truro, to condum an Eng’sh

irdepend ent rev:ew ot the FCO (Fort’ en ard C o—mcrwealth Ofe cd’s ertans to heIn persecuted
Chrotiars a,C repart back to mc in 2019 Publlshed:

S;wte 1019

in the repon. ycu will tam adsul tne Fco lco.e’rn and Csmmcnwea’lb Q<el 5 e(fonu to pramate
Documeflt Ib:human rrghts and democracy mfl 2018. Ytu will read ti the countries where mc have partrcular
2912982concemns,

In an imperfen world, ml will nat alwayt be able to reupond Identically to the same ebutes mn
dilferent setsings, Gut protecting human rightt and aafeguarding Gritarn’s national valuet are nat
optional exoras for the pro Foreirn and rommonweahh Officel. They are part of who we are.

I am detenmmned that Gritish diplamacy will contrnue to uphald the principles al humanrty and
faimness that our country has always hood for.

Ccrew:rd by 2.tn:ste’ for Hunar Rgr:s LDrC Tar q) AhTai ofW mbledon. the
2rirne M:r.:s:ers Specia Envoy Dr Freedo.m ofRe on o Be.ef. and Sper’a:
aepresen:a: ve Dr Prevening Sexja Vicerre .rs

Human rights matter because it Is only wnen our rights are retpected that each at us nat the
i,eedam to make the mast at our tatents and our rnduttry

I være with a commnttd team of mirstetn. arficars and diplamats arnoto the gloae. al determined
to estend that freedom and champion the rights ar peapie. oa matte where they live ar who they
are, ar what tberr ben et
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The resurgence al human right, vialatians and abuses ifl the country has resulted ifl large numbers
01 doplaced people and refugees. Ifl November, violent ciashes between drmed militias in the town
or Alindar occurred ifl internally displaced camps ifl Alindao, and Batangafo This resulted (ti the
secondary displacement of 42000 people deaths ar over 100, and massive destructian to the assets
and shelters al already very vulnerable people.

The United Nations Develapment Programme (UNOP ginited Nations Oevelrnm,ne Proerammell
201a Human Dev&c-pment lnd:cet and :na.cators repon ranken CAR Certral A’,’ran Reoub”cl
second (ion’ bottom ot the tag countt;es irduded ifl tne analysts.” the 7015 Global Sla-iery mdcc
estirnated that let .0-00 people in CAR i Centea I Afelcan RenLtitweere abso-ute victims of modern
slavety ‘5 Coisequen tly. the human rights out!aok 1cr CAR tCenteal African Recubliclremained
exere-rely dirtitult ar.d corples.

Tne UN (United Nationsslndependenl Enpert an the situation ot human rights ifl CAR ICeniral Afilcan
figgjjjjcited the light against the impunhty of perpetrators al serious human righis violations and
abune, as esse ntial to salving the country, critis.

The lack ola lunctioning judicial system resulted ifl little action being taken 10 address grave human
rights vialations and abuses. However, progress was made towards establisbing a Special Criminal
Court tSCC Itoedal Criminal Caufill with a mandate to end Impunity for crimen under international
lam The coun held ss inaugurat sestian on 22 Octaber the UK commended the effort taken by the
CAR (Central Afrrran Reoubticlgovernment and partners which made this posaible. The caure will
investigate. prosecue and try senou 5 vc’ations oe human tig’sls and sensu t vialatians ci
irternatoral bumanitarian lam, ifl panicular the certe al genoode. crimes againet humanty. and
mdr crimes cammitted n CAR ICertral Afriran Renubvc’,Jnte 1 january 2003.

One al tne ‘aey oem&qds at the Oangui Forum in 2015 an national reconoiliatton was the call for
accountability ano ustice th eoverarc ning objective of the SCC ISperal Cr-minal Cocila wc-k md be
to right impinnity, strengthen the nule al lave, and. ctucially. suppots victims who lie at the hean oP
transitional lutlice, betwern November and December. ihere were 2 high-prorile iransfers at LAK
ICentral Aftican Republicinatianals to the International Criminal Court in the Hague. Those accused
are being iried for serious atracities, including crimes against humanity. This marked a significant
step by the CAR (Central African Reoubliclautharities In taking the right against impunity seriausly

In November, the UK parsicipared in the universal Perlodic Reviem at the Human Rights Council of
CAR (Central Afdran Reniiblirys (ulfilmens al ts human rights obligatians. A UN (United Nationsl
report containing stakebalder submimlnns and observations highlighted an array al complex human

ght, vto atons and abuses by a rumoer al armed m litia Human Rghts Watth notec ‘the lack at
actess to the heath seevice for wctims of senual v a.ence due to insewimsy. paverty, and stigma
Funhermore. members 0’ the arret forces coqtiqued to use sexual violence a weapan of war
and as a mechanism to punish women and girls. with instances of gang rape being particulariy
seriom. Wc recomerded th-at CAR icentrai Atroan Reoubl crshould aboloh the death penalty,
nv estigate alI reconed oase, of sesual exo;oieat.on agaimt chaldreft ar.d establmsh a nat::ral action
plar oa peorece children agair,st sesual violence the CAR ICeniral ateican Republicigovemmens will
respond at the leth session ar the Human Rights Council in March 2019.

In 2019, the UK will continue to mark mith the UN lUnited Natlomland tU to improve the palitical and
security situation Ifl CAR (Central Afriran Reuublld and to pravide humanisarian assistance. The Ut
(United Nasonslpeacekeeping mission IMINUSCA IMultidimensional inserrated Stabiliration Mission
in the Central Afriran Renublioj), renewed from 13 December 2018 to 15 November 2019, will
maintain les focus an the proseceian of civilians. the UK will suppan the EU training mission in
prioritising human rights educarional training for CAR (Central Atrrcan Reoublicra armed tarces,
ensuring that deplsymems are eHemed ina way which mir mses the io to cra;ars

China

Chatl and pol;twal rights .n Chir.a contmnueo to be eroded. witn the nseuat:on in Xinmng :n panicular
attraoting ineernatiana: tondemnatton Chma became more active ifl the UN lUn’t NatnnstHurnan
Rights Council. attempting to thitt the insetnatianat undetstanding al human rights to focus more an
dereiapmens, and an social and economic rights. The cansinuing detenrion and trialt al human
rights lawyers and defenders, and (ack of due procens and udicial transparency, remained important
concerns.

China’s escalating crackdown In Xlnjiang, panicularly against Uyghur Muslims, was a major human
rights concern for the UK Ifl 201 Band was an imponant focus for our lobbying. ‘ There mere credible
repans al mere than ane million Uyghur Muslims and members al oeher ethnic minariey groups
being held In eeerajudicial ‘poiitical re-educatian’ camps. al widespread surveillance and restrioions
wrgeted ar minDet es, and at lam ira dreaned and chi’dren bros y adopted. China med ‘de
eetrem f,cation’ as os motivation. Wc atseased nat Cbnas aC;or.s were ina:scrirninate and
d.sp-apanionate, and risked fueiNng ethr c tens:ans.

Restricamons to the freedom at religion or belief and restnctions eargeted at ethn:t mirorsies
cont nued acrofl Cl-ana. par;icua’ly mfl tne Tibet Autanamous Reg.on and other Tibtsar. areas
tibetan (anguage advocate tashi Wangcnuk was sentenced in eday to 5 yean ifl prison. Gedhun
Choekyl Nyima. the Dalai Lamas chaice at Panchen Lama. remained missing. There mere repons at
self-immotammons in Sichuan,

hftps://www.ecoi.neUen/documenU2o I 2982iitmI 29-08-2019



FCO — UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office: “Human Rights and Democracy. th... Side 36 aC62

New regLaeians neroduced ifl Febrary gave the authorities more control over how ir,disvdua:s
praceised her religions In September, the Vaetcan cigned an agreemeni on the appaintmeni at
bishops with China. H owever repans of the persecution and detention al Christians continued. and
Seijing’s largest house church (the 2jan Church( and the Early Rem Covenant Church in Chengdu
were closed

Membert ar the Falun Gong mavement contnued to be largeted for peacefully rollowing their belief.
Some observers, inciuding some MPo, cantnued to be concerned that Falun Gong practitloners
might be viceims of organ harvesting,

The authorities trghtened their control over freedam ot eepressian, association, and assembly Tens
at thousands at social media accoungs were made tllegal mtlltons or online aasts detated and nany
or, nr newn otaelets closed. GBT esben Gav 2-serual Tr anseenHerit &aeionnbips where banned
from bang show, si the med and forced converson therap/ ccntinued Cntnese Foreign hGQ
tNon.00vernmental Di taninat onilegisaton conetnued to close off international linka, causong
continued damage to tocat civil society drvelopment.” Freedom Haute agan rankea China bottarn ifl
the world far Net Freedams Reponers Wtthcat garder ofre egen rarked Chr.a at the cour.try
with the rost oLrnai, sts ifl lau. wth 63 in detent:or..

t.awyes and human rights detendees conlinurd to come tanden signilkant pressure ta.’ee Vdang
Quanzhang was eried an 25 December, having spent over three years in pretrial detensuon. Lavryer
Vu Wensheng was detatned in january, hut was not beought to trial. Gao Zhivheng remained missing.
Many lawyers workung on sensitive’ isoues had iheir licences revaked. ifl july, Lii oa (widow of Nobel
Peace Prise laureate Liu Xiaoho( was altawed to leave China. bue the nexs day veteran pro-democracy
campaigner Qin Vangrnin was seneenced to 13 years bi prison. Swedish national land Hong Kong
bookseller) Gul Mnhai was detained in January

rhe People’s Assessars lav., adapted In April. soughe 10 pramate public pareicipatian in the )uotice
oyster. However thi, was preceded by the introduceion cl the National Supervinary Law in March,
whlch legalised eatrajudidal detentian withoue accest to a iawyer for up to 6 moniht, unciuding for
lore:gnees Cb’na conlinued to use the deaih prnary wih the number of peooie esecuted reraun rg
a state teet.

The P’ime Minister, Theneea May. rased hLran rights carcerns with President Xi and Prerrer Li
auning her visit to China In January The Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt. also raised concerns during
hat v:si: en uly, and riniseers and ser- 0e officals snued seaeements and rased concerns witn their
counterpar.s. Minntern and affucals ret human r:ghts deCendrs. and Brit:sh d,slor’ats attempted
to a etena tri ais, bue were noe al owed acess Wc made recommendatons ts legisutors an several
drab laws, Var flundea pro1ectk across Gina. inciuding an improving attest to tustice in the ceiminal
system and esparding space for civil oociety Ovne did nat agree dalet for the 2Sth round al the UK’
China Human Rights Dialague

The UK was vocal in the UN United NatlonsiHuman Rights Council. We inciuded China in our tern 4
(tituatlons which requirr the council’s attenelanl staeement at every session, tupponed tU
statemenis, and panicipared mn Chinas Universal Periodic Review.

In 2019, we will coneinue to monitor the human rights titualuan and to raise our concerns an the full
range of human rights istuet, via espece our focus will consinue to be an Xin1iang.

Ibere was unmeased preeeure on Hong Kong’s hign oegeee at autor.cmy and the rignls and freecoms
guararteed by the Joint Deciaratian: part.cu:arly Ireedo— of e,aresuon and p’est freedoms.
Faamp et indudec the refusa: at a wta ealension and sL’bteq’Jent aenial al eneiy to the Firancwl

mes Asa news editar and the prohibition at che praindependence Hong Kong Nat anai Pa’ty

Coiornbia

in 2018, the second year efter Che sigrang cf the peace agveenere nich che Revalutionary Aened
Farces ar Colombia (FABr eR.vnluieiona,v Aimed farres pt Colambiall in November 2016, the
Colombian governmenes effsns to ensure universal en1ayrnent ar human rigbes and fundamental
freedams were hampered by limited state capacity in rural areas, slow implemeniation of legislative

,

.

measures and the eeplaitation of vulnerable Veneruelans escaping the situation in herr home
country

. . .‘-

The situation for human righte defendert did noe lmprove’ accarding to the UN (United NaeiontlHigh
Commissioner for Human Rights, 110 human rigbtt defenders were murdered.The Colombian
Attorney Generafo Olfice reparted signifcant advances in investigaemons ol around half the cases
reponed by the UN CUnite Natinsnslbetween 20t 6 and July 2018, hul mmpunity - especially for ehose
responsible far ordering ebese atiad — remains etorennety high

The Colombian gavernmen.e demanerated a genuine interest in ojild ng a moee comprehero ive
p’otenion system for human rignts defendert, bue the procest remarned bureaucratic and lacked
capacity Nanetnelets. the stue attracted real attentian and palitical will. For the firae time in atmost

decade the Co’ombian government agreed to a forma: wvt af a UN (Un-ted NationsiSpecial
Rapponeur During h:s van to Calomba in December. Michel Forsi, the Secdl Reppaneur on the
Situation of human R.ghts Cefenaen .n’.ghlighed the magfttude of the proolem and nato int;al
eecommendat,vns, obse,vwg enas entre was radence al systemaiic iargroing ifl che attacks an
human rights deferders.
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