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Country xo..nM:m on Human Rights Practices -2000
waawmw«n : Bureau of Damocracy, Human Rights, and Labor

zgﬁiﬁggggﬁa&x.Ss‘S_ﬂaS‘s.%n%cﬁ
provides for 2 multiparty representative govermnmen %%éggﬁg
and judiciary. Infemational observars considered the 1896 prasidential and 1 to be

g!?ﬁdﬂ%%g;
ggrcﬂai«?ﬁ!g!&asg.ﬁ:us . Tha Parflament, which was dismissad at the end

ol the ; of: The Communist P, 40 contrist with 39 seatls,
& ﬂzﬁomﬁggw?g{a ¥ amended the .sw.wsoﬁgsss&w,.m..iéa
tranaform ﬁuﬂ _ uﬂeggceaucio. Qoagaﬁ.osm President's powers
the from o vote. amondment aiso eliminated the
9!6.3» o ' mmnow..ﬂ a parfiamaniary A s

indapandent judiciary; while the exscutive branch has exerled undue influence on the judiciary, thers were
:&H-gn??iggg%sg.

Ths country remains divided, with mostly Slavic separaliats controlling the Transnistrian region the
Uksainian border. This separatist regime has entarsd into t&.sl:&ﬂloocldnﬂwg-‘
possiblity of a status for the ragion. Progress In the ongoing confiict hias bben blocked by tha
soparatists’ demands for statehood and recogniion ggl-oﬂgisgﬂﬁ
states. The for Sacurity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the Russian Federation, and

act as mediators. The two sides generally have observed the cease-fire of 1982, which ended anmed conflict
gg.gggsgggggg.sggii
?1§§§§<3ﬂ< lsunched a new initiative for a resolution of
the Transnistrian issue, A Christian Tuskic minonity, local seo.o.gﬂ:&
the counlry, The elected a new govemnor (Bashkan) and to their Assambly In free
and fair slections In ‘g.?gzgwﬁssggsgl
differances developed the Gagsuz and contral ovor tho of tax revenues, budget

foreigners can and sell at market prices. However, foresgners cannot buy agricultural land, nor can
%:isauﬁaeo&.o;oﬂaao.m .ggagg_wﬁo.ﬁfggg
applied for the Govamments land ngn}o.&.é.bsg
have received gswsg._.-s 1.7 piots of . The wine, obacco,

ax are
ina, and footwear, domaestic product osgﬁﬁoag st about $312 (3800
capita 38%%&%5?3!&2;5!3

for tax purposes. to some estimates, tha shadow accounts for about two-
GRS R e E I T

.G iei).
estate based on vouchers issued to all citizens Is complete, The exchange rate remained stable for most of the
ﬁuq.isgnsgggs?w&gﬁ? .gaﬁgimg!%.sg
: ?«giﬁ.c.;sa!_.qgg:&gg?gp«ggg Wworse in
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The Govemmant generally respects the human rights of Its citizens; however, there were problems in same ‘
areas. The police occasionally best and atherwise abusad detainees and . Prison conditions remained
harsh, empts to improve them ane hampadned by Bck of fundin the executive branch has exerlad
undue Qsooaawﬂreon :aﬁuﬂ,n.!msaaaﬁomcg.uc the year that judicial independence continued o
increase widaty | security forces monilior ao!,ﬁcao.ﬁocacggg!&!
times conduc :ﬁtgg.sg?ézigasﬁwg.%vm;a
religious groups. Sm%gﬂﬂg sorghip, due to fear of protracted legal batties.
recent Supeame Court oec Szgigaw.ﬂgﬁﬂn.%?gasg
restrictions on some religious groups. Socletal discrimination and against women persisted. The
Constitution allows parents the right to choose the fanguage of education for their children, Trafficking

F 17 1o 18, viclent ciashes took in Chisinau batween police snd students protesting the
%&gsgi;?gﬁgggviég
giggigsﬁgsggii
%cﬁ-‘gé §.3En§§ﬂ§c¢ﬂ§
were releasad. municipal Prosacutoc’s Offica was investigating the incident
il!nﬂ»ﬁlua; a.

Conditions in most prsons remain harsh, with serous averorowding, Cell sizes do not mest local legal
raquirermnants or minimum intsmational standards. Conditions are aspecially harsh in prisons used (o hold
parsons qﬁﬂéﬁ:&g%gg.gé.l&olﬂi
Ncorting 10 v 1900 Himan Dovelop et Heper o o Criae: Nstons Davelopont Progtam (UNDP,
gﬁﬁs?‘gxggxgﬂgg Program , 2.3
porcont of the total number of inmates are children. There are separate facilibes for children and tsenaged
.:gss;g.?go.a%l&g. tuberculosis, is
In 3l facities. Tha medical of the Department of Penitantiaries released figures of 1,871 inmates
g!&»u;;vzszow.gﬁﬂtgggggﬁcﬁloigﬂ.
ogaqggggagﬂcugﬂ% some of the worst

offending guards; however, the Wkaly at diminished lovels. The of Justice
g??&aﬁ:.ﬁ&%é%’%ﬁg
Human nghts monilors are parmitted Lo vist prisons. Local and inlemational human rights monitors were
gsigsg.mag&mcgaooﬂgigsigg
in Transnistria; , COE monitors were not allowed 1o inspact prisons in Transnisira.

After questionable trials (n 1853, four sthnic Moldovans continued 1o serve sentences in Transnistria for alleged
terrorism-retated crimes (See Section 1.6.). At the end of J uly 1999, one of the four, llie llascu, wrots a lotier 1o

the press clai to be on his 77th 2-:%@&.82& a number of abuses by the
4%?0?)%%«58 g%;&.ﬁﬂ&g;zgi

appear o be in imminent danger. Al the end of 1996, he still was claiming (o be on a hunger strike. In ‘
gdg.giaggégggiﬁosig were aliowed o
gg.sgogo.:?ﬂ&nimg»o@oa&ig.z members

were not allowed o accompany him. None of the visitors made any observation of imminent danger to the state
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The former Soviel Code on Penal Procedure remaing in force with some amaendments, and authorities respact
Its provisions. New penal and civil codes and the Code on Punishment for Minor Offensas were undergoing
Pl %gggarﬂrﬁé gsgg A7
ngar 58 was s
farmal ggngﬁiﬂgiggﬂfggggg
General's is under the iary branch. A law was passed the year to make the Prosecutor
g%?%&ﬁﬂ«&s??éii Judges issue amrest warrants
ggg;ﬂo‘isg.g?g.mgigggg
for 24 hours. nommally is allowed farmily visits during this padod. The 24-bour time limit is
not respected, ifa is arrested late on a Friday or on a weekand. If charged a suspect
may be roleased on personal or pending tial. There is no system of bail, but In some casas, in
order lo arrange releass, a friend o relative may give & written plodge that the accused will appear for Utal.
Suspects accusad of violon! or serous crimes genarally are not released befora trial.
The Constitution parmits pretrial arrest for an Initial perod of 30 days, which may be extanded up to 6 months.

gsgg.-gggggjigg.igil&
must be made aware of the charges as quickly as passibie. The accused has the right to a dofense atiomay
g?!ﬁ-nﬂoﬁl&?gaﬁggizgs zldttml.-
point out that accass -%%ﬁ%-gigg 24 hours. If the
defandant cannol afford an attornoy, the requires the focal bar association to provide one, Bacauss the
Stats is unable to pay ongoing legal fees, defendants often do not have adequate iegal represantation.

The Transnistrian authorities have imposed a stats of emecgoncy that aliows law enforcamant officials 1o detain
suspects for up to 30 days, reporiedly without access lo an gﬁ:ﬁgg
usually have batn apphad to persone suspeciad of being critical of the regimea sometimes {2t up to several
months, According to a credible report by Amnesty intemational (Al), many pretrial detentions in Tranenistria fit
this description; howaver, thece were no repors that Transnistian authorities used this provision during the
year.

The Govemment doas not use forced exile.
o. Daniai of Fair Public Trial

Tha Constitution for an iary, howsver, the execulive branch has axorled undue

5%8?%%:8«5%%%5& also maka it difficull foc

%q&@g outside Influencas and Iree from . Thare were continuing
duning the year thal judicial Independence was increasing.
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?gggigij%g? . Tha Court reviewed 80
gg?i.nsgggso. nﬂsg?sg¢

ﬂ%aaggg.s?%%gg? 5 amandment to
2&908573 E.Bo:n.tﬂani!_wﬂ.“.ﬁngg - o;.olx_
zgzgagggselﬁgggﬁe
Njﬁ%g be registared for 2 ysars bofore participating in elections
Thera wara no repods of pollical prisoners outside Transnistria,
in Transnistria four ethnic Moidovans, mombaers of the “llascy ," (one of lie ilascy, |s an slected
thelr conviction in 1983 for allegedly kiling two separatist officials (see Section 1.c.). human
gi%iﬂ&oﬁ?%&?gzgii?%
iﬂggg%iéﬂc& voﬁg%tooy.
g!%oﬂm.uﬂgﬁgis ...!-u«:l_&-a:!o sliowed access. In
April 1999, tho liascy a&-&.;’omioﬂ!onl :S!&.lﬁaﬁwho}iso
Govamment of Moldova and the Russlan Federation. In June 1999, the ECHR registared Blﬂhhq,
it. The ECHR notified both Govemments during the that it would hear the case and
them o iiﬂf-ﬂwﬁ:&!ag submitied their documents on October 25,
..29;-!;# to the llascu Group's %!:E%B
ﬁuig the ECHR In January 2001. The Prasident of the Parfiament of Dumitru
visitad llascy on May 16. This was the first ime & senior govemment official met with liascu. The vielt
i’ggggﬂ.—h&g%gg% pressure tha
Transnistrian authorities to retry g@ﬂasggomg;g.sgla:o
gii%sgg._ng‘oﬁ:qﬂ%g- on
punishmant, which in effect suspended implementation of lascy's death santenca,
1. Arbitrary Intarforence with Privacy, Family, Home, or Comespondenca
Prosecutors issus search warrants; howevar, in 5oms instances searches are conductad without warrants.
g&aggiggégtsggiggﬁz
Constitution spacifies that searches must be carmied out "in accordance with the law” but does not specify the
consequencas if the law is not respected. It also forbids searches at night, axcapt in the case of flagrant crima.
It is widely bafieved thot continue to use electronic monitoring of residences and telephones
i__xx..uae; !gpé%g-%g%g&gesgsu
g%w%é._aﬁfggggcﬂgsggg
arganizafions and polics and pravent from using wicataps ilegally
Saction 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Spaech and Press
The Constitulion and the taw provide for freadom of spaach and of the Press, with some restrictions.
Tha Govemment does nol limit freadom of spaech mac.o!.aa&..%g%sg
gé.gguﬂégwigiég parties and
professional crgonizations, ng trade unions, also pubish newspapers. nawspapers have a
circulation of kess than 5,000.
L the number of madia oullets that are not owned and operated publicly by the State or & political party
3
interest, of foreign country, and securs large subsidies from these sources. There are several indepandant
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three-fiftha majonty of the vote, therefore a runoff was held on December §; howaver, both candidates were ‘
gn when oﬁﬁﬁgﬁggq.) vwﬁi.m.n%s soam,,_:& h [

sarray S6Y es vola, preven
:ggiu.ggggngaegLﬂogn.vgg.g
unsuccessiul, constituted the legal second round of elections. Thue on December 31, van President

Patru Lucinschi dissolved the Padfament -aaggﬁagﬁfg.ﬁmg 25, 2001, His
a&gsangasg.iwoau&ggﬁnsavog. fadlad to efact @ now presidant

according o the constitutional procedura and time , @ position supporiad by the Constitutional Count.

ggg?ii?nﬁlag registered tha party under its naw name in
A law on adminisirative and territoral refoom wend inlo effect In Jan 1899 and reduced the numbar of
administrative districts from fgg??agc.?g
autonomous region, and the Transnistzian reglon, Cilizens voted for mayors and newly created and
municipal councis i gagzoagpq;?gvlﬁ!&w% indapandent candidates
%sgoﬁgggs io::.oa% loftist party, not

gained severa!posions n he norh, and indegendents wero throughout o county. ‘
Transnistrian authoritles 3%&583659&&??0&“.“;%5 May
1999 eloctions but held separats elections in Septembar 1899 for govemar ( } and 35 daputies o |ts
Popular Assambly,
In 1991 separalist elemants, assisted by uniforrmed Russian jgs?il&!!%&
?.S‘ésg%-gg the area of the country that is located
batween the ?ggésﬂggiiig

1997 the T

Section 4 Governmental Atttude Regarding Intermational and Nongovemmental Investigation of Alleged
Violations of Human Rights

Several local human nghts axist. They oparate without interferonce axcept in the Transnistrian region
does the Helsinkd Citizans Assambly, Al established a satellite office in Chisinau in 1 has bacome
active in the country, although the authorities in Tiraspol impede its activites in the Trananistrian region.
Za.oﬁ«ow.ooa:ﬁ:!.r %%&-ﬂg NGO Sugn;.gé.
gaggaﬁgrﬂsg_nyviziigniig
polica for quastioning. Two members reporied thay had received velled death threats.
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bafors them. The advocales oversee the operation of @ human rights center, which cpened in Apdl 1988 with
Soncuooaonsoc.z.nsionasagg.438:,2!2&3?%:85%«3%5;;
Ezu.iomssags_nmﬂ_&oa.wanoacnmuoinsgganwgz:ooo financial aid from
the Govemmen! of the Netherlands, it organized eight seminars and 17 training sessions on human rights
issuas. Of the approximately 7,300 cemplaints handled by the B:qum.ﬂ.es:ﬁo.._e _g_iﬂnthﬂ
ﬁogsosco:u.g. , access to justice, personal secunty, right to life and personal da

@ center also held a imately 80 specialized seminars and educational lraining programs for polics,
uo:so:emeuoaogz. _:aooa. gc&ﬁ.%%.%mﬂ.%&?iﬂig

The Government has supportad the work of the OSCE, which has had a mission In the country since 1893 to
assist in afforts 1o resolve the separafist conflict, The OSCE participates in the Joint Control Commission—
composed of Moldovan, Russian, Ukrainian, and Transnistrian membsars—which raviews violations of the caase-

The First Lady and the of Chisinau initiated a project in October 1869 to opan a womea's sheltar in

a
of Parliament was named as axeculive dizactor of the nga.sli:&:aﬁ.
opaned due to tack of funds. A private organization operates a confidential sacvics o provide suppont to abused

http//www.state.gov/g/dri/rishrrpt/2000/eur/index.cfm?docid=870 01-03-2001
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Ministry of Education. Thesa schools are considerad private schools by the Jocal authoriies. They must pay
ranl for their facilities and maet local curriculum requirements, cc.&._.mm codes, and safety standards. The
Govemme a.ag_.sa:oacannsag_«.o:nszwa:o:"mago such facilities, As a result, classes were
held in local homes or run in shifis in the few available buildings,

ﬁlf%gg ggsdoeo!&,oortzo:%&gciﬁsgt
social organizations, alse provide {gfzgaw%g 1994
Constitution states that any employse may found a unjon or join a union that workers' interests.
Howavear, thera have bean no known succassful attompts Lo establish altemnate trade union structures
ndependant of the succassor to tha Soviat trade union system.

The successor ?W?gmgo:gg GFTU), The GFTU's continuing role
managing the %n«gi}%igg&{g!&g
facdities provida an inherent advantage over other groups who wish o foem a union, The growing
Informal splinter groups been unsuccessful in forming a new indepandent unlon, Virtually all employad
adults aro members of a unjon.
gg%%:ﬂgggss?a%gsg%g!igl&
energy. Other unlons may sirika if of the mambers vole for a stika in a secret ballot, Thare ware
iggiggsﬂg a number of strikes by taachers, haalth caro
workers, and spouses of police officars M varous parts country.

Unions affiliato and maintain contacts with intamational organizations. The GFTU became a member of the
gﬁoﬁg&qgg 999

b, The Right to Organizs and Bargain Collectivedy

8..38..&6 g s§§l&?§§%8~
ﬂgrmﬂgﬂliaﬁmnggigngtﬁaghia
g Question gn.&. average. Finally on the enterprise , union end management
fopes nagotiais on wages, Agoin thay may sat wages higher than negotiators on the industry

There wara no of actions taken against union members for union activibes. The 1990 Soviet law on
trade unions that union leaders may not ba fired from thair jobis while in leadarship posifions of for &
period aier laave those positions. Thers wera no reports of such firings this year.

:as__- Enu mo&u._aa..:ds _25. s.&a!: .uazcﬁra&
. taa!.u .8
yg&gszﬁ“g.ésggéﬁgg 3 vary serfous
aazoa?oomo&gmoaa...y

d. Status of Child Labor Practices and Minimum Age for Employment

The minimum for unvestricted Lis 18 . E of those between of 16 and

.utvo:ac&woesa!uuooﬁ. oo.ﬁao:uzso.o&.u: includ gﬁsgauaﬁig .ua%oosgﬁl

Minustry of Labor, Social Protection, and the F 33%5%53&%!&

the Ministry of Health also has @ role. Child tabor Is not used g.éisig

ogn&sg%g.gwgug.ﬂo«ﬂﬂios §). Tho Government

Sections 5.6 .W:..Ma: e h : " R
M. ..

e. Acceptable Conditions of Work

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2000/eur/index.cfm?docid=870 01-03-2001






