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GLOBSARY

TPLF

figrean Peoples Liberation Front

EPRDE - The Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Font
FORE - The Federal Republic of Bthiopia

0PLO - The Cromo Peoples Democratic Organisation’

OLF —~ The Oromo Liberation Front

ICRC - The International Committee of the Red Cross

PDO - Peoples Democratic Organisations

4
COVER PHOTOGRAPH - Extrajudicial killing of two torture vicrims,
held for a month in a secret detention centre in Wollegs, wi=ste:--
Oromia, in April 1995.
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INTRODUCTTION

This report is based on a recent visit I made during the months
of December 95 arid January 96. My visit was specifically dirzcrad
towards investigating human rights abuses amongst the Orome
people. The reasons for making such a visit were based on Wy
" interest in human rights issues and also from my previous work in
Ethiopia with the Oromo people. This pork gave me a persona!
insight into the Oromo culture, language, lifestyle and
traditions, which I closely equate to my own Scottish background.
Information gathered is based on taped interviews with torturs
victims, professionals and prominent members of the Oromo
commmunity, who provide evidence to substantiate the govarnmsznc's
past and present inhumane behaviour and activity.
Specific attention is given to extrajudicial killings, ter
methods, disappearances, hidden detention centres, mobile
prisons, dismissal from employment and state control. Tha
illustrates the process of Tigray's development zt the exczr
central and southern underdevelopment, in the name of & comm-
based development programme for Oromia. The issues rélatzd ce
auman rights abuses comes at a time when the govermment iz
presently cénducting tha Derq trials for their human righcs
violations during Mengistu's regime.

[
[

o

In December 1994, a permanent constitution was drawn up bazzd cn
a multi-party federal system, guaranteeing basic human rign

Following this, the country wes renamed The Federal Democcr-=z:-:-
<= Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE).
I T ,
‘ETHIOPIA - PROFILE i
Zthiopia is the poorest, least déveloped country (LDC) in
world wWith a per capita gross national product (GNP) of 31

a8 population growth:gdte of 2.9% annually. Situated in the Horn
of Africa, surrounded by Somalia and Djibouti to the easz, 3:z=-
to the west, Eritreaz to the north, and Kenyz to the souch,
Zthiopia is home to approximately 55 million people, sprezss cver
1.13 million square miles. It is a country with ceogreph:
variance ranging from tropical rain fed forest to high ru
mountains rezching 10,000 feet, to flat and semi zric tc
cesert are=as. The rifs: valley runs tnrough the micddle of
country. Rlthough having never heen colonised, Ethiopi
dractised colonisaticn on its own people since 189C.
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‘ne population consisis of 76 ethnic groups witp 225
‘tne Oromos are the largest ethnic group and Amharic is =
national languege. Other major languages are Oromifa, Ti
Afar and Somalij. Tnroughout the population, 45% are musl

whilst 40% are orthodox christian. Two-thirds of the populzzic:
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live at or below the poverty level and 45 million people live ip
the rural areas.

POLITICAL BACKGROUND
Zthiopia has a long history of war, famine and drought caused iy
pPest government's misuse of their military forces which has

cesulted in repression, oppression and gxploitation of the o]
énd the landg. Agriculture is fundamental to Ethiopia's survi
2nd economy, however, over the past three decades, this has b

d-astically affected causing famine and drought. A subseguent
loss of life has been the result.
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During Haile Selassie's reign, Eritrea and Tigray were in
conflict against the regime, especially Eritrea who wished for
independence. Haile Selassie devoted much of his time
corresponding with the west and pushing Ethiopia towards a
modernised state. However, following the famine of 18973/74, winer
200,000 people died, Haile Selassie's regime was over- thrown

Colonel Mengistu Hajle Mariam, leader of the Dergue on 1zth
September 1974.

=
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Wnat followed turned Ethiopia from a poctentially prosperous
nation into one of carnage, destruction and death. Throucgh
militery force, their exploitative measures imposed craated
suffering, civil} war and dependency. The Derg, a parliamsnt of
armed forces, sst about Cransforming the faudal system of the
imperial regime, into a socialist state of collective ownersnis
.2nd centralised direction.

Under the influence of the Sovieat Marxist-Leninisct model,
Mengistu talked of equality, self-rzaliance, dignity of lepour
netioral ynity. However, in reality, the regime concantrzces
controlling the populati®n via resettlement and villagisation
Lrogrammes, advocatin@aéh agrarian system, based on land reforuz,
state farms and producer cooperatives. The net result was a
massive famine in 1984/85, with a death

toll of approximately one million.
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s-Trav, nreclectzd under the imperial regims, was ssverely
~dzrdevelopad. The Tigrean People's Liberation Eront, (TE
w25 esteplished during ths 1970's in an attampt to overco

inued exploitation. In 1976 the Oromo resistancs, wh
viously had been spasmodic, begsn an armed strugcle
no Liberatgtion front, (OLF). Erirrea pelieved it shouid
vendent and formad the Eritrean People's Liberacion :
LF) during the mid 1990's. Uo until 1991, when Eritrzz gzinscz
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independance, both states hag baen engaged in ceaflic: wisr
Derg throughout Mengistu's 30 year war.
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Mengistu continued to face challenges from the EPLF, TPLF, and
the OLF and following an unsuccessful coup attempt inh 1989,
Mengistu was eventually overthrown by the Ethiopian Psopla's
Ravclutionary Democratic Front, (EPRDF), most of whom were
Tigrean, in February 1991. Melez Zznzwi, leadsr of ths TPOLF,
headed the EPROF and formed an interim covernment. Today thz TPFLE
remain in pewer. % .
In April/May 1980, the TPLF, in setting up the EPRDF, established
the Oromo People's Democratic Organisation, (OPDO) Forced '
conscripts to the Derg. When the EPRDF, under the leadership of
the TPLF, seized control of power over Mengistu's brutal regime
in May 1991, it appearad that a new era of democracy in Ethicpisz
was about to emerge. As one witness said, "All seemed well and
the EPRDF said that each individuzl and citizen could choose
tneir political line freely, whatever they want. Nothing wiil
happen to them, no-one will force them to change their mind“.

5 the period drew closer to the electioas of Junz 1997, it
ecame evident that the EPRDF did not like the threat of the
strong Oromo support for the Oromo Liberation Front (CLF). T
rzsulted in representatives of this body being intimidated,
narassed, detained, killied and generally prevented from canva SLZC
their case. Their offices wera closed, rroperty confiscated znd
election material withheld. The OLF Ffound the situation
ﬁfrolnrab1e and were forced to withdraw 3 days before =
ections. Had the election process followed the democrati:
the OLF would almost certainly have been in power. Hovever
meeo1cgaly the OLF withdrew, the attack con the Oromo peop
truly® bggan, where gross violation of itheir human rights tcok
place and to-date h&s not abated. The lanrd of Oromiz since 1961,
hzz been govérnpc by the councxl of Oronmiz, namely the CFCDZ, whneo
rz a puppeL ragime of Ln35present government.

OROMD BACKGROUND
The Oromo people live predominantly in the central and souzhzcn

parts of Ethiopia, covering east, south to west, and cowzrisz ci
goro A\nately 25-30 million peosple. In effect, they are Thsz
rcest echrnic group within ths country, totalling 0% ¢f <&
doulztion of Echiopie. They are cthzrwise known as cushitic
"X Wnase languegs, Oromifaa, is the )
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suppression, oppression and exploitation by previous regimes,

gives an indication as to their position and lack of status
“ithin the country. :

PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCILS

‘The country of Ethiopia is divided into 9 mini-states, (Tigray,

Afer, Amhara, Oromia, Somali, Benshang_.ul/Gumaz, Southern nraticrs,
Gambela Peoples, Harari People), purposely designed for self
cetermination, decentralisation and independence. Howev

simply means ethnicisation,
nei

er, chis
where all ethnic groups are put incs
[ respsctive pockets. In practical terms, ethnicisation hzs
put inte effect for two purposes:

ctne
.
oc2n

1. To be sesen by the west that 2 multi-democratic system
exists.

2. To effectively control and subjugate the other naticns
and the PDO's, (People's Democratic Organisations),

through the EPRDF controls at the top. This reduces the

risk of a national rebellion.

Ethiopia is governed by two bodies, the ‘federal state and ths
Peoples Representative Council. Power over both these bodies
lies with the prime minister, Meles Zenawi, who can decide on
changing any issue at any time. The Council of Ministars is
responsible for ensuring thet the activities of the pecples
ccuncil are implemented. This body .s direc:y accourcable o=
¢ Trime minister. The federal supreme court has powar cver
‘.ﬂégislative, executive and judicial matters in the high courns,
judicial administration committee ‘and the council of -
constitutional inquiry..Al) nominees are put forward by the
who expetts their apgb:intment and has the power of dismissal.
Alceration in the degiSions of the judicial system rests wit:
Méles Zenawi. :

R

o

(1Y

Pederal state or council is responsible for premczin
r2lity, financial allocation and has power over each stats. Th
onles council is rzsponsible for the land, air, see, inter-
te and foreign commerce, politics, law and nationality. Zcw

- et

the Federal state is so overwhelming, that state goveramsni:

1 e}
9]
o
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fit

th
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L=l W
reiegated to a position of political minions, through wrich
TPLE\EPRDF exercises ccntrol to execute orders of

o
P I
er (D

Che csnzTo=l

ilnstence, the regional assemblies, hzadecd by appcintezsz =
1

a
: hiead of the Federal government, the or
5222 of the TPLE\EPADT. In the southern re

Ti izs ar

a =

@ Zorciply lumped togather

ime minister,
gion, tnes varicus
in one adminiscr-
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« but also to serve as a
pad to reverse the course of the exercise of the right to

determination of the peoples. This contravenas the 1991 agre

which advocated the right of people to govern their own afra
and to participate on the basis of equality.
dated Cecember 1994, article 14, 25,

observing human rights and the right

launch
self-
emenc
irs
In the constituticn,
and 39 talk of eguality,

Lo self-determination.

PRESENT SYSTEM - WHERE DOES POWER LIE?

Having explored the federal state and the people state, it is
clear that the goverament has full power and jurisdiction ove
all activities at national, central and local level withip ch
country. The structure of parliament and the councils, who ar
ultimately accountable to the prime minister, allows for this
abuse, which has direct implications for the country and its
people. The main objective of this power is to acgquire control

the people, e@spacially the Oromo and to establish Tigrean
sscurity.

r
AT

W

0
Py

. i
THE ECONOMY - TRADE 2ND INDUSTRY

Three years ago, the government advocated the nead for a =r

Lrfee
market economy in order to encourage eccnomic growth within rh=

Country. Competition of the market was based on privatisation
policies, Where.decrees on investment into economic
liberalisation from national and central regions to privatis
enterprises were preposed. "However, in reality, zlmost all! ¢
. these carefully selected enterprises, ended up in ths contre
‘ pment plan proposed to ths IMF znd
resulted in large loans being giv

1=+ 1*ty D

13y

Werld Bank was approved and
to the government.

=n

1Y

Ethiopia®is a land ricf-in natural resources, such as gold,
ciamonds, platinum, méfble, minerals, skins, hides and coife=.
The country's economic stability depends heavily on the export of
these commodities to foriegn countries. Yet today, most of the

economic establishments and receantly established corporations z-s

enterprises are controllled by the government, undzsr the Tigrezn

Dzv2lopment Associztion, (TDA) . This bedy wes esteblisned bv iz
Aaglief Society of Tigray, (REST), in which time, corporaticr:
€stadlished by the TDA include the Trars-Ethiopian Share Com»zany,
Trens-Xfrican Transport Svstem, Cunn=z, Sur—Construction, Meskzrzan
Lavastment, Dinsno, (coffzs and chet), 2mubiassel ard Mege,
{lniormztion tecnnologyl .

Pitnough escablished by the TDA, control is via thsz government,
l.2.they decide oa the ellocation of ths monev.i.e. " In QOcicker
169¢

1 monay transfers ircluded, 105 miliion birr te pay for tr=
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recurrent expenditure of the Eritrean government", claims s
witness.
Companies in Oromia are indirectly controlled by the OPDO. Taor
example, in Dire Dawa, Eastern Hararghe, Biftu company, (chat
production), is a sub-company of Dinsho and as such, the money
accrued is diverted to Dinsho, who then return the money tc tne
. TDA. The government then decide on the allocation of this money,
which for the most part, is invested in the development of ’
Tigray.
“According to the trade counsellor's service in the French
embassy in Addis Apbaba, the newborn companies arsz Alm=d Taxzilss
(180million Birr), Beruh chemicals (20 million Birr), Hiwoc
Agricultural Mechanization (25 million Birr), Mesfin Industrizl
Engineering (10 million Birr), Mesebo Building Materials (Z40
million Birr), and Trans-Ethiopia (1C0 million Birr!. They 233
come under the umbbrella hoiding company
tndowment Fund for the Rehebilitetiorn of Tigray (EEGR?)".{E}
During my discussions, & witness told me that:
"The government has officially confirmed that they z-s raiz-nz
noney for the development of Tigray. Last year they rziss< Z1
million birr, (£21,000), from Addis Ababa alone."
Factories that should have been sold to private enterpriszsz,
" under the terms of a free-market a=conomy, have been sold tc
fgﬁ Tigreans and Eritreans. These factoriss, i.e. sugzr and texIiys,
~iere carefully selected by private agencies run by Tigreans &aac
sold to TPLF/EPRDF members. All beneficial factories are szic =2
those who back the gq;ernment.
FOREIGN INVESTMENT - GOLDMINNIN :
Oromo land is heavily laiden in natural resources,
which large ravenues can pe obtainad. Fcr this purp:
government has sold many gold mines to American and
zompznies, the meoney from which has gonz Lo the ¢ov ey
inz develorment of Tigray. Onz witness said " I &
conzinues at this rate, th2 Oromo arez will be rec
Jestruction and famins will follow”.
i Cocleradz-b2s22 mining company, celled Cznyon Resnusoss
Cecrgoration, has recently entersd into agresment Wwith JTI I 03
axploration of the Adola Gold Belt, based in southarn Orenmi:z.
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Quote, "Canyon Resources is pleased to have JCI join us in
exploration for sizeable gold deposits on our exciting
exploration licenses in Ethiopia. The Adola Gold Belt has just
begun to be explored and there should be opportunities for

several such deposits on our properties" Richard H.De Voto,
president.

|
Exploration will start over 168 Square kilometres in two sites
along the Adola Gold Belt. They hope to discover seams as
productive as the 2 million ounce mine at Lega Dembi (Woliege) .

This is the latest Stage in the TPLF government exploitaticn and
extraction of Oromo resources.

REFINERY

According to the agreement between Eritrean and Ethiopian
governments, Ethiopia pays 20% of the crude oil in kind for the
use of the Aseb refinery. However, Ethiopia is also paying for
the upkeep of the refinery. The paymant of the upkeep of the
refiner is out with the agreement. For example, in 1993; the
Prime Minister ordered the treasury to pay 19,250,152.00 b

birr, converted into foreign currency, for the maintenance of rh=

refinery. In short, Ethiopia pays for the use and the maintenance
of the refinery. .

BUDGET ALLOCATION
The government is responsible for the allocation of the mongy fo-

administrative and development Turposes. However, thersz zre two
major factors affecting this area.

<. Incompetence of managers .
- 2. Late releéase of the budgets.
A

i 3
?ositioné'of authoritiare often filled by persons who are no:
adept in financial matters and consequzantly, their ability tc
utilise the money efféctively 1s negligezble. Their position is
further hampered by the goverament constantly relsasipng funds too
late. This results in the funds, which are not used in tinme,
oeing returned to the government, who then invest the money in
th2 development of Tigray.

TIGRAY'S INFRASTRUCTURE TO DATE
- An airport in Mekele
- 4 new colleges
- madical feculty
- hospital in Mekele
- Textile factories
- Telecommunrication system - direc:t link %o s
Mekele.
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- Electricity line - direct to villages in

Tigray. Funded by
the African Development Bank. The line

follows from

Mekele to the power station in Finc'aa in Wollega
returning to Bahardar to Mekele. As a result, one
#zbele in Addis Ababa loses 13 hours of elzctricity pas
Lzy.

in 1994, the Prime Minister orderad the’tfeasury to releas
2i,069,589,00 birr to establish a Technical Institute in M
An example of financial divergence. (Witness)

TRADE: IMPORT\EXPORT

The business community is very upset with the government be
it permits the Eritreans to undersell Ethiopian businessmen
illegally. Eritreans import goods through Moyale, Djibouti anc
Addis Ababa airport. Theses goods are sold locally at a lower
price, thereby undercutting Ethiopian businessmen. The govarrm=nt
coes not pay taxes or VAT on duty free products, which allcws
them to sell the commodiiy at lowaer price. This has 2 direc:
negative effect on business men. As a result of which, merchzancs

are unable to sell their products and thus have returned trhelr
irading license.

CIuis

inéssmen snd corporaticrns
sing merchandise worch millions of deollars at Rsep port.

Aseb port in Eritrea, Ethiopian busi
e lo
ny of
lega
£

f these items are reported as lost ac port. Koviever
e2gations point to the Eritreans who are taking tne merchandizz
rom the warehouses. The following are some =2vamples of

¢¥goods. In 1994, exact date not recorded, The Ethiopian Impor
" ¥ifxport Corporations lost merchandise worth 23,916,678,45 B
a

Ethiopian Household and Furniture Corporations lost merch
worth 2,918,000,00 Birr.
x .

3

x
r.
i

ir
ndise

LTSS
iba:

The-control and abuse”&f the above issues does require

international attention. According to the constitution of
Dacember 1994, each state has the right to self-determinacior ers
to the development of its land and people.

it is obvious from the above evidence,

J that this teik of. seii-
cetermination and indivicual state davelopment is far from zr=
Gzv2rnment's plans. Their inrterest lies in the develooment cf
tizir own region, no matier what the cest. It is intzresTing I:
TiTe Thet acceording to OnE fource, whe Worid Ban¥ has wripzar ocF
zzrt of Ethiopie's cowrzrcizl debt " Craditors have sgrazd o
write off up to $250m (£16Zm) of Ethiopia's $270m ccmmerciz! =z-%
dect, the world bank seic"(d). Kaving ebsorbed the zbove
information, my only analvsis from this rests on the fact raz-
Ethicpia's government continues to bleed tine west, whils: ths
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west continues to support the Ethiopian government. Surely is it
not time for the west to take a decisive stance, instead of
propping up such an a-morale government?

PEOPLE CONTROL- REPRESSION
%ole of the Kebele

~he basic principals on which the kebelzs function are two [old:
3

1. Control of the community in the urban, town and villace
areas, by a committea. Control leads to the lack of freadom
of movement, issuing of I.D. cards and houses numberec.

2. To instal fear, thus reduce the prospect of a rebellicn znd
talk, via military conscription, security measures, mancacooy
indoctrination programmes and weekly meetings to axpose
troublemakers.

n osize T

[

rn order to facilitate the above, villages ares raducead
3-400 family house holds. This amounts to a commutity ©
approximately 2,500 people. A kebele is governed by an
administrative body divided into threes groups.

TR

1. Administration »
2. Securitv
3. Army. .

1. ADMINISTRATIION

This area governs the ceneral running of the community, howsveo,

tae major factor veres towards the.cbserving and reporting to Ths
district representative on the activity of the community. Within

the administration, one member will be a TOLE agsnt, sp2ciil
employedafor reportingzon unusuzl events or on new [&ces.
movement of people ip gnd out of the area ¥s strictl

ot

-]
-

y obs=r
ArYy naw person 1is zvTematically cetained and arrested ca <
cf baing an OLY supporter. The attention to movement is suz
2’1 persons within ths community are suspected cf supporiic
oLt

o s L N e 4 e
mmrmzlly thils 2res 132 goverred Ly TPLY zgents, spies ent “Iivh.-
p $ X - - 3 - g 3 -—. .~ : -
Driopes craly o security OPErziloni, --=
Ly ~oSTE —zmaz
D2STE, TEINAES
3 g. Bzczuzz TILEEE
he comnuni |5
2rson

[Nt
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[
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Further control and observation of the community is carried out
zt weekly meetings of various kebeles, where troublemakers arz
identified and exposed to the others attending the meeting. Alsc,
‘for the purpose of installing fear, political education or

_brainwashing programmes insist on the population attending.

Refusal results in imprisonment. .

3. ARMY

Mostly consists of TPLF\EPRDF soldiers who primarily govern th=a

detention centres and the local police force. Within the )

community or towns, most military camps are used as torture

centres as are many kebeles. The information gathered by thsz

administration or TPLF spies, often results in arrest, detencion
torture or killings. In many casas suspacts may nct be

zrrested, merely supervised on a 24 hour basis. This activity 1
mainly carried out by the TPLF security forces.

o

The presence of these three layers has resulted in:

1. LACK OF MOVEMENT

- Due to unidentified spies, 24 hour surveillance, politiczl
indoctrination and individual identity being exposed, peopl
very restricted in their movement within and out with their
Movement is reduced not only by the prospect of arrest, but
becausa it is widely known that if you are arrested, you hzvz nc
insight into where you will be taken. This is compounded by c=

. TPLF having 2 mobile prison throughout the whole of Orcmia.i.z.
BN E‘goplé are not usually held in the same place of their arrest. ~n
informant says," They are moved; therefore the chance of their
cdetection is much reduced. In thi's way, the government can nzlc,
many pegole in prison for a very long time "

.4

¥

%

f

- =

2. SEARCHING AND LOQTING OF HOMES

Carried out by the sécurity and army forces. The2 reascns ars
usually basecd on the household members being suspectec. | ptcte’
of the household mav or may not be arrested. Property
appropriated consists of money, material possessions, i.e, =
casszttes, jewellery, etc,. Also cattle, food, clothirg,
specifically, shoes of ccod quality (mainly in towns). Seazzhlng
f homes is accessible via a piece of paper ( not oificial}
czper is normally a photocopied exhibit, where the persons’
i5 written at the top. Any form of dispute or contest of tr
zccivity results in unlewiuel arrest.

]

pee n 0

BURNING OF HOMES
s activity is usually confined to the village 2
aighly suspected. The army is assigned for this pu

3.
Thi
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indiscriminately. There have been reports from Hararghe
confirming that the TPLE/EPRDE have been burning people in thelr

homes. The excuse for burning houses is based on the community
being accused of protecting the OLF.

In Arsi in September 1995, in a district called Serow, 2 military
enit of TPLE/EPRDF soldiers went to twg villages and
indiscriminately burnt houses and killed 70 civilians. A zimilar
incident in the same month occurred in Wabbie, a sub - discrict
in Bale region . Many houses were burnt and many peasants wers
arrasted. The reason for these atrocities were based on
complaints from the TPLF representatives of these respactive
areas, who reported to the regional office who then reportsd ¢
the central office in Addis Ababa, that the areas were not szf
to work in. The communities were accused of withholding
information and protecting the OLF.

MILITARY CONSCRIPTION

in Movember 1995 in Hararghe region, the TPLF began taking 20
married Oromo men from each kebele for military training cver =
period of one month. In:December 1995 this number had increaszc
to 30 men. The recruitment of Oromo men and the youth is now
widespread throughout Oromia, with the intention of forcing
prother to Fight brother in the bush. This military strategy ci
recruitment is very similar to that of the Derg.

f'VILLAGISATION
-4 Evicdence of this activity is apparent in the regions of Barergte

S~

Afsi and Bale, However, the extent;of the prcgramme is UnKnown.
There are two components to this programme.
g -~

J:;' : NS
1. Military conscription
2. Agriculture p

i. MILITARY CONSCRIPTION AND SECURITY

Two villages are joined togather and led by the pezsant
association. The joining of these vilages is called thz ex-
snldier's project for the purpose of community-based deve ounzh
However, in practicel terms, ths programme is designed fo-
military conscription and security measures. Bpproximately 27 =
are tzken for military and 20 for security purposes. Urde- =©
cover of the ex-soldier s project, the community-based
dzwslopment programme is cnly e mere disguise for incrszslnt 77

tt

[

zrmy and security, thus alifording grezter control ove:s I~
znd reducing the chances of an uprising.
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2A. AGRICULTURAL POLICIES
Ta the past under the Derg, this area was highly abused by th=z

crasence.of foreign investment and state farms, (9). Today undesr
rne Tigreans, the same situation exists.

The move towards villagisation has paved the way for gocd fertile
land to be abusad. No where is this abuse most apparent than in
~he land of Oromia. Agricultural develcpment is concentrating ¢n
establishing state farms for the production of cash crops (IBID]
The problem is that when fertile land is used for ths productis
of cash crops, the result is land degardation from ovar-
cultivation, which lszads to desertification (10). This ultimately
zffzcts domestic production and increases the risk of fecod
insacurity. The net outcome will be famine and starvation.

-
[ B4

The survival of the peasant and the farmer both depenc hezvily on
agricultura produce for their livlihood. The need for an adsguat=
zmount of land plus access to fertile land, is esssntizal fer
sustaining food security.

i
Thne governmeni have taken steps now to cause direct intszrrustics
o this aresa:

1. tluch of. the land allocated is infértile or of peor
guality. _ o

. The peasants and farmsrs are glvan raducad amount of lanc oo

which to cultivate. :

The government have increased lancd tax from 79 to 300 3irr

,3; (annual tax).

»
[

¢ ;i Failure of the peasants or farmers to comply with governmsnt
«demands results in imprisonament or withdreawal cf zesdz =n2
fertiliser.
5. rertilliser and seeds have been increased frem 50 to iB0 zifs
per 100kg. A= & c£8ult, wmany ars cultivating withsut
+ fertiliser. P
present egriculturel policies reilates To
scil erosion a2nd the zbove restrictions cn Tz
z concerns for thes future {3 2
t on food security of the =
agradaticn, becazuse the lan
z=. Thls rzsults in 2 rsduc
omesctic production. Where 2
2duced iand space Io the m&
sesed on the security cof foo
rs abovz have the seme net
= food security is threatened,
to the ccoulation is reduced.
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The net result is starvation leading to death, because where lanc
is_degraded and domestic production is reduced, beth result in
fcod insecurity, creating 2 high risk of famine.

EVIDENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE

Repression of the people, especially the oromo, began in the
early part-of 1991, however, following th=2 withdrawal of the OLY
from the elections in June 1992, this repression escalated, where
aross violation of human rights followed. Tha government's acciaon
directly contravened their agresment Lo abids by thz Unite
Nations guidelines on observing human cights, complied in their
Transitional Charter of 1991. EFrom article 1 "Based on the _
Universal Declaration of hHuman Rights....individual numan rights=
shall be respected fully and without any limitation whatsoever"”.
This claim from the government masked their true intentions anc
led the international community to believe otherwise.

From my investigation, evidence collated provides information
rzlated to extrajudicial killings, disappearances, torture, ré&p
unlawful arrest and detention, humiliation and intimidatice.

il

q

The human rights abuses amongst the Oromo is now very S&rious,
with concerns being echoed and reported 1, 2, & 5). Since 199,
extrajudicial killings amount to 373, disappearances are
approximately 395 and civilians, imprisoned on suspicion of

supporting the OLF, to-date amount to tens of thousands. Ter

Turs
and czpe of prisoners is commenplece, especially in the hidgen
,vgetention centres, whose existence is de.i2d by tre government.
) AGhe,T?LF/EPRDE forces argz making it incresasingly difficult now
for information. on human rights violatiers ©o be gathered withln
the country. - ”
'5‘ A
VICTTMS TESTIMONIES — =€
- : =
NO 1. )

"Tn M2rch 1992, 10 TPLF soldiers came to my house 2at midnight,
trhzy broke down the door and attempted TO nurder me there &n<

i
, hoping that T would drown. This attempt again fe
re neighbour's protests.

then. My life was spared by ‘the ccmmotion made by thz neighbcurs=.
T wzz then taken tC the polLice station, howavar, on tha wav,
zgein They attempied to murder me by pusiaing my head o Tnz
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Nothing happened until September 1994, when I was arrested whilst
attending a funeral of a prominent elder who had been violently
murdered in his home. I was amongst 60 people who were accused of
agitating the crowd'and trying to gather support for the OLF. I
escaped and hid for S months. In March 1995, on return to my
home, I was immediately arrested and imcrisoned for three monchs .
I was tortured twice, one lasting 1 hour, the other lasting. twc
hours. My arms were tied as before and I was beaten. I had
markings on my arms and body from the torture, but now they have

gone. During this time, I witnessed two peasant deaths duz tc
their torture.

In June 1995, all 60 of us were taken to court and accused of
gathering people to fight against the government. We were
acquitted. Again in July 95, I was arrested and held for 6
after this time, I was released on 5,000 birr bail. Now I
been summoned to court on the 7th February 1996 for the tr

co pot know what will happen to me or my family. I have no
Gguarantee of my life."

NO 2

“In December 1992, I was arrested by TPLF soldiers and taksn t
Medagalula prison in W. Hararghe. I was accused of being ar OLS
member and was tortured on and of for a month. They tied my arms
behind my back with plastic ropes, which were placed above my
elbows. After this they kicked a2nd beat me with sticks, mer=zl
pars, guns and stones. My torture each time lasted i-2 hours.

(4]

vy

#fter one month, they took me to another place in W. Hararghe, t=o
@ ‘hotel room,  where they threw mé on the bed, tiec my arms and
r22t me; for several hours. I was tied and held for one day znd
night. The next day I*was taken to Hurso concentration camp in E.
Rerarghe, where T wgs tortured for 2-3 hours internitteatly for 2
“onths. One torture tactic involved placing & heavy block of
stone on my neck that weighed 70-80kgs. They forced me to wallk up
and down stairs Whilst’ they beat my back with sticks and shzarpe
stones. They did this until I fell down.

~Iter three months of this Lorture, I gradually beczme weak, mv
nends could not hold things and I could not walk. I neaded help
Zc the toilet and to wash Ry body. Eventually, I was sc wzz: thac
I wzs teken to the ICRC hospital in the camp. 1 ley on thz bes
I7r 6 nenths and received soms physiotherapy, but this gid -cor
n2lo much. After 8 months, T was releaszd on no charge. Now T

an

~J

ot move, I lie for 24 hours. I cannot use my herds, walk or
anyching. I a2m in very bad cendition. I feel angry, sad angd
us, because my life is damaged. I cannot work znd 1

! my needs. No medicires can solve my preblen now.

n.o
O

ny cennci

M
0

1
EF
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NO 3.

“In January 1992, I was arrested whilst moving arcund the
countryside and taken to the army headquarters in Awassa, S

- .

Cromia. I was held incommunicado until May 1992, during which

‘time I was subjected to intense mental torture. Every day I was

forced to take political indoctrinatian, whicn I refused to
accept.

When I refused the teaching, I was told that unless I accepted
this education, I would be sent to another camp. I was kept in a
very small dark room, with no bedding, no light or ventilation. T
received little food and got water only at night. I was only
allowed out to the toilet once at night. As I still refused the

education, I was transferred to Bilate in Sidamo, 120km south of
Awassa.

I remeinad here for 6 months, where the education continued zrd I
continued my stance. As a result, I suffered. Rt each sessica, I

had to kneel down in front of all the people who were datained,

760, and was insulted and humiliated. Wnen I protested agains:
the kneeling,

they took me to the forest and threatenad to kil:

e,

They put their guns to me and said J'w2 could kill you af =nv
time rather than continuing this aducation".

As I continuad to rafuse, I was again placed in a smz2ll roon
amongst sick people who were suffering from T.B. and pneumonis
The intention was for me to get sick and die. As time passed,
face changed colour around my forehead znd nose. Eventually, T&
International Committee of the Red Cross, (ICRC), asked for th
sick to be removed. After this 6 months, in November 1992,
trensferred to Didessa camp in Wollega, W
until my release in Match 1993.

- i ~a
During 1992 to 1994, there were 4 main concentration camps.
Hurso, (E. Hararghe), Agarfa, (Bale), Bilate, (Sidamo),
Dicessa, ( W. Wollega). From the four, Didessa was the lzarg
concentration camp holding 15,000 Oromos, 13,000 of whom W
shaved. After being released, together with other ex-priso
dur research incicatsd that instead of government {igu
estimating 22,000 Oromos detained, actual figures col
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rights violations in Oromia....They talk of peace,
prosperity in this country. As an Qromo,
it looks as though we are forgotten.

stability and
I feel very frustrated. .

TORTURE METHODS

"If a person is tortured to the extent that they become disabled
or lame, they are not taken to court so their disability is not
seen. They are simply released and told not to Say anything",

- Tying upper arms Lightly behind the back with plastic roge
or electric wire, Sometimes results in paralysis of
hands or loss of- limbs.

- Electric shock

- Kicking and beating with guns, metal bars, sticks, ang
stones, whilst victim's limbs are tied or manacled with
chains and handcuffs, (British and Italian made) .

- Carrying a heavy rock 10-80xg on back whi

1st going 'up andg
down stairs for several hours.

Hanging 2-3kqg of Weights from men's testicles for hours.

~ Castration

is suspended from 2

bar inserted between bound limbs, repeated sessions for ud
7 to 4 days, “until the flesh is hanging off".
T3 }

-~ Being made to lie naked and stil] all night, under
offshootinq by quard irf seen to move.

{nreac

- Confined to a "

R -
sdall dark room" ip the same clothes fgr yn
to 4 months. i '

-

- Burning nylon or plastic on the body.
Removal of finger and toe nails.
- Being pinned to the ground by a stake.

- Women's vaginas impaled with Stakes and glass,

elecrr-ic
shocks to the same

- The rape of women by 7 TeLr soldiers in succsssion,
sometimes by as many as 20-30,
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EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS

WOLLEGA ~ WESTERN OROMIA

In August 1995, it was reported that "27 persons were executad b
EPRDE soldiers in Babo Gambel village, in Jarso district, West
¥lollega. The bodies were found at three different sites after
villagers heard gunfire on 28.4.95. Most of the bodies were no:
known to the villagers. Three of the bodies however, were named
as Henok Yonatan Yishak, Mesfin Gedafa and Tsegaye Negerra. The
first two, (see photo), are known to have been taken from Nejo
military camp on 6.4.95... The parents of Henok were refused
permission to bury him. Farmers reported the bodies to the local

administration in Jarso, who made no investigation into the
killings.

27

AMBO W.SHOWA: CENTRAL OROMIA

Bacha, 30yrs old OLF cadre (when the OLF were a legal party ir
the TranSLtlonal Governemnt), was arrested on 20.6.92. He we
tzken from prison that night and shot. Shambile, 25yrs old znd
his father were both murcdered in their home in 1997. Ar un-names

oregnant woman in Wadeésa Tulle, 20%m from Ambo town, was nur*"'*

- e
by the TPLF Soldiers in June 1992. One year later, the TPLF shos

“hzr 20yr old son and looted the home.

Tesfaye, was shot in 1993 and his body was thrown into the
strezet. Also in 1993, Capt Getto Busa was shot after being
cdetained for 5 days, his body being found the next day. In 1994,
Babich' (kebele 1), komalaa Gar-do, ....a MoLily, Alo Agomeson and
imana {the latter on the pretext of killing an OPDO member,

fareja) were all killed by TPLF soldiers. Boja Higiorgis was shot
dead by TPLF troops in December 1995.

b

Tesfaye Naga and Kemala M\rxana, both died of injuries sustairn:

oy torture in Ambo pc_son. Also two unnamed farmers were
i the prison between March and June 1995.

Tesfaye Hundessa, an employee of the department of Natural
Resources and Protection, ‘Ministry of Agriculture, of Kebc_

Jigner 01, was shot dead by a government security officer n
CIc"E/Fc'\a on 16.11.95.

HARARGHE EASTERN OROMIA

wf:'e n2 wes DEng dEkal"c” de had cUmplalned =b0Lh the ce;:;:,
oI z woman bringing chat, (2 mild leaf stimulant),to the priscr.
~% was promptly shot dead.

The following detainees were killed by EPRDF soldie-s
camd in Jenuary 1994.
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Ibrahim Jabrile, aged 30, "sick".

Mohammed Harun, 32yrs, stomach surgery.

Getahun, stomach surgery.

Dechasa, 20yrs old.

Sheik Ali, 60yrs.

Mirkub Gebeli, 40yrs, unable to walk following beatings.
Baysissa Senna, (Takli), 36yrs, brokeg hands after torture.

All were held in a "closed narrow room" continuously for one
month and had been tortured by having their upper arms tied
tightly behind their backs prior to being killed. These sevenr men

were buried at or near to the camp. No investigation has
occurred.

DISAPPEARANCES
HARARGHE ~ EASTERN OROMIA

- Abdulaziz Bombi and Pna Hunde, ware taken from Qchio
prison, E.Hararghe, a2t the end of September, 1593, zrd -zv
. +
not been seen since.

- Asnake  Degene, a.civil servant at Dire Dawa, Echiopiear
Civil Aviation Office, was taken by plain clothed TELT
agents in November, 1995 and imprisoned in an urkeouwrn
place. - ' )

AMBO - W.SHOWA
- Captain Girma, 1993
- Workneh Hiuisa, 1993
~ - Dgugasa Iticha, Nov, 1993 i
"~ Gearamow ‘Basho, June 199%

&

Takele Klemu, a singgf-and member of the Gada Oromo Theatre Cliuk
in Addis Ababa, wasztdaken from his village by security persornz:
in December 1995. His whereabouts are still unknown.

WOLLEGA - WESTERN OROMIA

Fekadu Dinsa, a teacher from Finca'aa,

Horo Gudury, w
oy EPRDF soldiers from a bar

13
in Finca'aa at 7:00 p.m ¢

urning for him when the crowd had dispersed. 1
=N

=nlec having seen him. Czznices nis wife's effor:
wnereabouts remain unknows.

@ large crowd surrcunded the soldiers and tekadu ref: T
further, saying he praferred to be shot there and thzar. Trh=
suvldiers handed him over to the police station for thrzs hewur:
ratc
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DETENTION/IMPRISONMENT

300 prisoners, mostly Moslem Oromo, are reported to have been
held for six months in a secret detention centre at Wallad,
Dallu district, Wello. They are believed to be from isclated
Oromo groups in Hatawe, Kemissie, Kombolcha and Bati in Wollo znd
Raya districts in Tigray. Two are named as Bediru Kemal an<
Mulatu Wayu from Raya. Visitors to leway ‘prison in Arsi, which
holds over 600, including the 280 alleged OLF members awaiting
trial since 1992, are warned not to ask about the whereabouts of
friends and ralatives..Those who have been persistent have pzan
imprisoned themselves.

BORANA /SOUTHERN OROMIA
Among the 300 new detainees in the hidden detention centre of
Borana province are: '
- Buta Robe
- Wako Cudeta
- Wako Jaha
- Banato Calgalo
- Dinagee Wako Arero district, Yabello
- Aga Nashi Burgi, Kadawa village.
It is not khown at which detention centre they ara being helc.

#

SECRET DETENTION CENTRES :
Hidden detention centres are reported at the following placzz:~

TOGRR: W oa.

- Wallad, at the site of past labour camp, na2r the Boshznz
river, 35km south of Kompolcha town, Qallu district, vieila,
. - Kuiha town (details unknowrn) .

HARARGHE -~ BASTERN OROMIA
- Herar: an underground cetention cantre (namz= unknecwnj.
‘" - Hzrar: prison.- Awaziipn
- Dire Dawz: - The textile mills ccmpound
- Sabaatenyaa Camp
- The ex-regimental wmilitary camp, north GI h
town.

il

SHCOVA: WESTERN OROMIA :
AMBO:- Hormat Tztak enginesring factory, 15km west of the Zawn;
- Kebeles 1, 2 and 4 - military camps in F=bo.
- Tolay, near border of W. Showa, and Didessz, Wollezz;
these czamps have be2n re-cpened and conteain new milizzoy
recruits 2s well as illegelly held priscnscs

BALE PROVIMCE - SOUTH CENTRAL OROMIA
- Maslo; at the site of a previous Dergue trelninc camr.




BY o286
19703 97 14:25 32503544 DRK TAARNBY

23 -

BORANA. REGION - SOQUTHERN OROMIA ]
Cetainees have been held at army camps in the districts of
fzcello, Mega, Moyalle and Negelle.

WOLLEGA ~ WESTERN OROMIA
- Dembi Dollo: Kebele 05 military camp.
- Nekemte: Bzkka Jammz, beyonc the -=achers Training
Inztitute compound;
- - The town military camp.
The old relief and rehabilitation commission office at
Dajachi Fikere Mariam compound. This is underground.
- The old Wollega all Ethicpian Peasants Association offic=z
in the eastern part of the town.

- Darge compound, on the way to the Catholic Mission.

ILLUBABOR ~ SOUTH WESTERN OROMTA
- Gumay in Worrengo areaz near the ECRDF military camp.

ADDIS ABABA ~ CAPITAL

~ Casa Inchis Interrogation centre is an unmarksd compound
with a maroon painted fence on a road joining Jomo Ksnyzitz
Avenue and Tito Street behind the UN Economic Commissicr
for Africa.

#

PRISONS IN ADDIS ABRABA
- Maekealawi (central prison).

. THE OROM? RELIEF.ASSOCIAIIQN

:Thz Cromo-Relief Rssociaticn is 2 non-governmantal, rnon-pol

charlcy organisation based in Addis; Ababa. The orgznisation hzs
othar offices in Britian, Germany, ‘Canzda, United Stetas of
~r2rice apd in Sucan. It.is an indigenous organisatics, foundsd

2né staiféd by Oromos apd werking for spproximately 300,000 Crozmc
sscnle in rth100~= e
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Commission of Ethiopia. A

further 3 year term was signed by ORA
and the RRC in 1995, howev

er, the government intervened and
cancelled this agreement. In protest against the government's
actions, ORA is taking its case to court which is due to be helg
in the near future. The closure of ORA is merely another mean: .=
destroying the Oromo people, by withholding their natural rign

to healtn, seli-determinacion and Sustzingble developmenc.

PERSECUTION OF PROFESSIONALS

During the transitional period, the government encouraged all
professional bodies to organise their gwn professional
associations. However, this wave of professional unity did not
last. The government on identifying a lack of Support, attempies
to separate each body and devise one for the government.

CONFEDERATION OF ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNIONS (CETU)

This is the largest employment union in Ethiopia and has bzzr
with the government for three years. At first the governemn:
organised its own CETU, to use for its own purpose. But wnern
°fganised at a national level, the labour trade unions wénc
&gzinst the interest of the government. As a result of the

government blaming the unions for anti-government sentimencs,
several things happened:

- The government began interfering with the knternal affaz:cs
of CETU, by Cancelling rsgistration, confiscating
property, such zs vehicles, sélling off its offices anc
closing the headquarters, forbidding the leaders enccoy.

~ - The government tried to es
labour union refused to di
cQunterpert.

tablish a separate CETU. The
ssoilve and submit to the

- As g protest,:LETU tri
Plus the removal of be
members, by taking the

oL
u

]
o In

ed to oppose the selling of fa
nefits and salary increments ¢
government to court.

i

<
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On international grounds,
matter. They backed CETU a
restructure the union.
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ETHIOPIAN TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

As a result of many of the teachers bein

g against the government
plans, various events took place.

Teachers were divided into ethn

ie grouos and senior
teachers became volunteers.

F
The government formed its own ETA,

teachers apd thus provided 2 ETAs.

thus splicting the

- Again to thwart dissident opinion, many killings,

disappearances, imprisonment, torture and harassmenct
OoCcurred.

In 1994 - 34 extrajudicial killings
1 disappearances
60 teachers dismissad

576 teachars Cransfsrred fren YELiDus zreas.

i

Teachers were elim

inated on the grounds of lznguage,
political outlook,

ethnic group and religious affiliation.
To ‘today the problen is stil] continuing. Teachers are blamed £
encing.the young. In RAmbo, 9 teache
se of the judicial System, they
appeal to. Ope witness claips *
liminated, tortured, intimidaced
husiasm to Ceach the Qromo
Oromo. Some feports from the rural areas scate ch

the materia) produced by the off Mave been confiscated and by
oy the goverament. The government ig trying to destroy 2ny me
©f Ozomo @education by banning the teachers, burning the macteriz]
and not building schooks™ .
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THE ETHIOPIAN'FREE JOUhNALIST ASSOCIATION
: government have ¢z
wE in the metropolis

ken decisive steps to contrgl n
: They own the Printing machin
ol the sale of ink'and1paper to all newscapers. < ; o
ating NOn-governmant Newspapers nas increased by z

3 yeers. An eight page Labloid costs 2,900 Bi .
€s. In 1993 it cost 1,050 Birr. Compared to 2 free pres
Sbaper costing 1.25% Birr, government papers,

= P2ge numbers, cost 35 Cents. 55 Popular magazirzs anrg
~“Z221ly tablcids nave been
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Oromo journalists have been killed, disappeared, tortured etc. r
1995, 1 was killed, 7 fled, 150 were detained and fines of up ¢
145,545 Birr for exceeding the press law, were imposed. They ar
canned from travelling into areas where suspicious activity is
thought. No travel pPasses ara issued, thus gaining access ¢
information is difficult, but control of news is secured and
confined to the metropolis by the goverament. No free or
press 1s sold in local areas, The government's intention

remove the existing free Pfess and replace it with their own
body .

JUDICIARY SYSTEM

law making body. As such, all judges and prosecutors have beer.
forced to join the EPRDF surrogate Oromo organisation, the 0fc.
Recently, Januarcy 1996, it has since been learnt that 36
pProsecutors were dismissed from office by the local
administration for unknown reasons, !

Statement from witnassg

"The government Calk about al) the conventions of the Uni
Nations, that it signed in 1993, as political rights, sei
cetermination, economic and cultural rights. Their policy
public relations of peace, stability, PLosperity in this counToy
trenslates into killing, torture, locting and whatever type oFf
auman right violation they choose. There is No rule or lauw
governing this land”.

'MESSAGE FROM ARST

"What is, happening in this e@rea is no different tg what
happeninyg throughout the whole of Oromia. People are arr
they disappear, andggdhen ére raped. Orgmo property is ¢
“ERDT soldiers. It is not just arrest, disappearance, %ill
torture, but looting of Property. These things are especial
cerried out in the countryside areas... It is very bad in t
countryside because there.are many places for detention, not col
military camps, but hidden places.

Notl only the peasants, but‘many people have been fir

red frem zhzi-
Jebs because their natiopality is Oromo. Regarding torturs
victims, "After getting no informatior, they tazke tham ec nizne
inc throw on the roacd..some areo wWarped not to S&Y ényizizmg zz:o.oz
ZLET hzs hzppened to them when they come OuUt, otherwise they wWill
TElUrn to prison. They will lose their life. They cc liks
nis...Some of them have lost their memories and CannoT tzis
Sirectly about .vnere they hzve bzen or “nat has haprange®




