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Fluman Rights and Democracy: the 2018 Foreign and Commonwealth Offlce report - Side I af I
—

Somalja

The human rights situation ifl Somalia remained challengtng ifl 2018 due to ongdng inseeJrity and political instabitywhich have been furiher exacerbated by
competing Middle Eastern interests mast notably the Gulf Dispute There has been a ccntinuaticn ar violations al the right to life (induding extraudicial kCing),
gender.based violence exdu&an al wornen and membeis af minarities; reemitment ar children into armed groups; and restridions an media freedom Overall, human
rights proteaians and &mestic mechanisms in tne country remair.ed extremely weak. Protracied human:tarian cnises contiloLded to the dispiacement ar over 26
million people. restridir.g many people’s access to adequate food, housing. and security. and exacerbatng gender-based violence

Key developments included Samalias election to the UN Human Rights Council and accession to the Convent,an an the Rights ror Persons with Disabilities. The
Federal Government at the Samalra Partnership Farum in July also strengthened its commitment to support the pratection ar human rights

The UK pisyed a major part in international efforis to strengthen security, stability, and the rule ar law, necessary to underpin stronger human rights protections.
inciuding through a fairer and more stable political settiement, There was agreement ta establish universal suffrage for Somali citizens in national elections. However,
poor relations between the Federal Government and Federal Member tales as well as competing interests from the region continued to block pragress an
commitmente to achieve a more indusive and lasting political settlement

The presidential eleciian in Sauth West State in tate 2018 was marred by violence and unrest. The UN raised human rights-related cancerns about the handling al the
electian

The UK warked ciosely with the Affican Union Mission in Somalia and with the Somali security forces to raise awareness or human rights standards and ensure that
the secur.ty rcrces were ina position to proteci civilians from abuse. The UK deivered gendertsaining In the secuhty seorto improve protectcn formilnerable
women and gids The UK is supportng tne drahing of egisiation and national po!i:y. carnp!iant with the Convenion cn the Rights al the Oflild, ror processirtg former
child combatants. induding a prccess for eflective saeenir.g and rehabilitation

Accountsoility for the security farces remained crucial, and we reitemted calls made at the Human Rights Council for Somalia to move foiward with full implementation
o!tne independent Human Rights Cammission.

Scmalia retained the usa ar the death penatty Wc continued to call en the Federal C-ovemment to intrcuce a moralohum an its use.

UK investment helped to counter the threat posed by radicalisation, terrohsm, pirscy, and unregulated migration, which was exacerbated by the lange number ol
internally displaced people and large refugee populations in neighbouring states.

Child, early, and forced marfiage continued to 000ur, but some evidence suggested that t might be dedining We continued to support the delivery al relevant
legislative protection, such as the Sexual Offences Bill, pressing for it to piovide darity an the age al consent.

The UK welcomed the Federal Government’s commitment to bring legislation on female genital mutilation (FGM) to parlament, It is impartant that any legislation ar
policy recognises that ali lorms al FGM constitute violence against women and gids.

Somalia continued to have one ofthe worids highest proportions al primai’y-age children out al school The UK supported education pragrammes across Somalia.
inctuding the Ginls’ Education Challenge, helping almost 100000 marginalised gids through improved access to education, better quality teaching, and life skille
training.

Al Inc Global Disability Summil which the UK co-hosted in July, Soaalia ccmnttted to establish a Natioral Disability Agency and to introduce legisiation to protebl
mc rights at persons with disabiit.es This constituted a major step lorward in a country where thase with physical and mentaj disabilities. in spte bl mr relativety high
numbers. continued to eroure sigriflnt stgma.

Journalists continued to race considerable restridions, arbitrary detention. and intimidation from the secuhty forces. as they attempted to exercise their right to Ireedom
ar expres&on. The European Parliament paseed a resolution an Somalia whCch called cn the Somali government to respeci the nght to Ireedom al asscdation. and
recognise the eadership cl the National Union cl Somali Jaurnalists.

In Somaliland. a new law has oeen dtahed wliich will deaimJr.ise mast media offences and end the practice olioumalu&t being jaied. The UK supported
Somaliland’s first ever Women’s Jaurnalism Pose to reward, acknowledge, and publibee joumslism.

in 2019, the UK will continue to work dosely with the Federal Government to suppod Somali-led efforts to strengthen proteclion ol human rights ror ell Somats. Wc will
supporl the political settlement which is required to protect and promote human rights and the mie of law, and will contribute to building accountable and capable
security forces which can offer civilians effective protedion, Wc will urge resped for rule of law throughout eledoral processes, and will valse concerns cl viclations
against freedom cl exprcssion
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