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At least a dozen men in Tajik military 
and police uniforms are also visible.

Human Rights Watch verified a video27 
that was recorded minutes after the first 
attack and shared by a local journalist.
The video shows eight men in civilian 
clothes on the ground following the 
attack. Five of the men appear dead, one 
appears injured.

Two pools of blood are on the ground, 
suggesting that victims with injuries had 
already moved or been moved.

Four Tajik armored military vehicles 
and a military truck are visible on the 
square, and two other military vehicles 
– a truck and an armored vehicle – are
visible on a side street.

27 Anonymous post to Telegram channel, 
September 16, 2022, (accessed April 4, 2023).
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The highest concentration of the fragmentation is in the 20-meter radius from the location where 
witnesses said the first bomb detonated, while some were observed as far as 70 meters away. The 
impact holes were round, consistent with the steel spheres found on site, and some of these impact 
holes still contained steel spheres embedded in them.

Human Rights Watch visited the town square and surrounding area on November 11 and 12, 2022, and 
found spherical fragmentation impacts, 5 to 30 millimeters in diameter, as well as steel spheres that were 
5 millimeters wide. 

An X-ray image of a person 
who said they were injured 
in the first strike shows 
what appears to be a sphere 
similar to those found at the 
location of the attack.

Other X-ray images of that 
person shows apparent 
spherical damage to a tibia.

Another person showed 
Human Rights Watch three 
injuries they said they 
sustained from the strike. 
One of them, in the lower leg, 
appeared to be entry and exit 
wounds, both round, 

and the other, in the thigh, 
appeared to be an entry wound, 
also that shape and size.
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Human Rights Watch also examined munition remnants that two residents said they had collected (A)
as well as photos (B2) of remnants provided by a third resident, of two distinctive stabilization fins and their 
associated fasteners of the first munition that he said he had36. 

The same remnants are seen on a local television news segment (B1) about the attack37.  In addition, a 3D 
reconstruction of a thin piece of metal found on site matches the dimensions of an element present in some 
MAM-L bomb.

Remnant of a MAM-L bomb 
found in the Tajik town of 
Ovchi Kal’acha, where a Kyrgyz 
drone strike on September 16, 
2022, killed ten civilian men 
and injured around a dozen 
others. © 2022 Jean-Baptiste 
Gallopin/Human Rights Watch.

Steel spheres that are 
released from the blast 
fragmentation warhead of 
the MAM-L bomb, found 
in the Tajik town of Ovchi 
Kal’acha. © 2022  
Jean-Baptiste Gallopin/
Human Rights Watch.

36 Human Rights Watch interviews with (names 
withheld), Ovchi Kal’acha, November 11 and 12, 
2022. Private correspondence with a resident, 
November 27, 2022.
37 Фируза Мирджумаева, ”Удар по таджикской 
мечети Овчи-Калача,” video report, YouTube, 
September 19, 2022, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Bc5cWpE64i8 (accessed March 3, 2023).



Based on this material, Human Rights Watch concluded that at least one MAM-L 
laser-guided bomb was used on the square. These munitions are delivered by 
Bayraktar TB-2 drones or other light aircraft.

L= 50.24cm

L= approx. 49cm

B1

B2
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A shot-hole analysis – a basic ballistics technique – 
of both vehicles was conducted and recorded with 
3D scanning.

Human Rights Watch also reviewed satellite imagery 
and three videos of the site taken by a journalist on 
September 18 to estimate the positions of both vehicles.

Human Rights Watch inspected the wreckage of the two 
ambulances, located in the garage of the Isfara state 
hospital, and found dozens of bullet holes as well as 
extensive fire damage consistent with witness accounts.

ambulance 1

ambulance 1

ambulance 1

ambulance 2

ambulance 2

ambulance 2

Researchers also constructed the site of the 
incident in 3D using photos, videos, and 3D 
scans taken of the attack site and the two 
damaged ambulances.
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This analysis found that, consistent with witness accounts, the two ambulances were hit by shots fired from 
around the Kyrgyz village of Dostuk, north and northeast of where the two ambulances had been positioned.
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A burned-out car is 
seen in the village 
of Kapchygay 
near the Kyrgyz-
Tajik border, on 
September 21, 2022. 
© 2022 Vyacheslav 
Oseledko/AFP via 
Getty Images

A man looks at a 
house damaged 
during fighting in 
Batken, Kyrgyzstan, 
on September 17, 
2022. © 2022 
AP Photo/Danil 
Usmanov

The courtyard of the 
house of an 83-year-old 
woman from Khistevarz, 
who was killed on 
September 16, 2022 
when an artillery shell hit 
the house. © 2022 Jean-
Baptiste Gallopin/Human 
Rights Watch

The wreckage of a Tajik 
ambulance that was 
attacked near a bridge 
by the Kyrgyz-Tajik 
border in Chorbog, on 
September 16, 2022. 
© 2022 Jean-Baptiste 
Gallopin/Human 
Rights Watch

For four days in September 2022, forces from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan engaged in an armed conflict along a stretch of 
disputed border that has long been a point of contention between the two countries. Kyrgyz forces shot at ambulances and 
private cars carrying families trying to flee and used a drone to drop a laser-guided bomb that killed at least 10 civilians on 
a town square in Tajikistan. Tajik forces shot at cars carrying civilians and unlawfully killed at least eight civilians in various 
circumstances. The looting and burning of private property in Kyrgyz villages took place on a large scale while under the 
control of Tajik forces. Some of these attacks by both parties may amount to war crimes.

“When We Moved, They Shot” – Laws of War Violations in the September 2022 Kyrgyzstan – Tajikistan Border Conflict docu-
ments these and other international humanitarian law (IHL) violations during the brief conflict, drawing on interviews and 
site inspections on both sides of the border, plus medical records, photos, videos, satellite imagery, and 3D modeling.

Both governments should investigate these violations committed by their forces and hold perpetrators to account. They 
should ensure border demarcation agreements and interim arrangements respect local populations’ rights, including prop-
erty rights and access to education, housing, and water. The governments should provide their military and security forces 
training in IHL and uphold these standards if future conflicts occur. Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan’s international partners should 
support these efforts.

hrw.org
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